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Editor’s Letter 


if vs been a tough year to be a college football fan. Sure, the action on the field was 


great. Auburn and Oregon capped off a thrilling regular season with an exciting 
national title game, won by the Tigers on a field goal as time expired. 

Off the field? It’s been a disaster. Last season began with the suspensions handed 
down at Georgia (A.J. Green), Alabama (Marcell Dareus) and North Carolina (too 
many players to name). In early November, reports surfaced about the alleged pay-for- 
play scheme orchestrated by Cam Newton’ father. Then, in December, tattoo-gate 
broke at Ohio State. 

These scandals dominated college football talk all season long. It was impossible to 
tune into sports radio, in any market, and escape the off-the-field drama. I do several 
radio shows around the country each week to promote Athlon Sports and talk college 
football. Unfortunately, we didn’t talk much college football. Virtually every show 
began with questions about John Blake and Gary Wichard, or Cecil Newton and 
Kenny Rogers, or Jim Tressel and Terrelle Pryor. At some point, enough is enough: 
Let’s just talk about the actual games. 

Equally frustrating were the penalties — or lack thereof — levied by the NCAA for 
these alleged violations. From the seemingly random two- to four-game suspensions 
for the players who sold a jersey or dealt with agents, to the no-game suspension 
handed down to Cam Newton, to the defer-the-suspensions-to-next-season for the 
Ohio State players, nothing seemed to make sense. 

The NCAA means well, but it’s cough to understand the rationale behind some of 
the decisions. 

We take a deeper look at the soap opera that has enveloped college football and the 
NCAA on page 28, in Brett McMurphy’s story “NCAA Jurisprudence: There Is No 
Method to the Madness.” 

Looking for something a little more light-hearted? We've got that covered too. In 
our feature “Gridiron Sabbatical,” we examine the life of a redshirt in college football. 
Whar’ it like when you are no longer the big man on campus and you're relegated to 
the scout team with no chance of playing on Saturdays? It’s not easy, for most. “Every- 
body forgets your name. The recruiting is over. They got you,” says Christian Robin- 
son, a linebacker at Georgia who sat out the 2008 season as a redshirt. 

Speaking of freshmen, our annual look at the top 40 recruits from five years ago 
takes us back to the Class of 2006. The list is headlined by eventual All-Americans like 
Beanie Wells (Ohio State), Andre Smith (Alabama), Percy Harvin (Florida) and 
Matthew Stafford (Georgia), but as usual, there are plenty of busts. Do you remem- 
ber Connor Smith? What about Antonio Logan-El? Didn't think so. Flip to page 24 
to catch up with all 40 players. 

“Extra Points” is once again packed with all the information you will need to get you 
ready for the 2011 season. Find out which coaches are on the hot seat, which key 
transfers are eligible this fall and which schools are home to the most intriguing quar- 
terback battles. 

You will also find our national rankings, from team No. 1 (hint: they wear crimson) 
to team No. 120 (hint: they are coached by Howard Schnellenberger). If you disagree 
(which I’m sure you do), let us know who you think should be ranked in the top 25. 
Visit Facebook.com/athlonsports. 

Let us know if you have any other thoughts on the magazine. We'd love to hear 
from you at editor@athlonsports.com 

Enjoy the season. 
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EYTRAPOIN 


To p 1 0 AUBURN The Auburn faithful are anxiously awaiting the arrival of 


true freshman Kiehl Frazier, a dual-threat from Springdale, Ark., the 


QUARTE RBACK BATTLES former stomping grounds of beloved offensive coordinator Gus 


Malzahn. Barrett Trotter, a junior who played in five games in 2010, is 


more of a pro-style passer. Clint Mosely, a lightly recruited sophomore, 
* will also get a look. Predicted Winner: Trotter 


LSU Jordan Jefferson was one of the least efficient starting quarter- 
backs in the nation last season, with seven touchdowns, 10 intercep- 
tions and a rather ordinary 6.8 yards-per-attempt average. He was better 
late in the year but has yet to prove that he can get the job done over the 
long haul. Fellow senior Jarrett Lee will be in the mix, but Jefferson's 
stiffest competition will be junior college transfer Zach Mettenberger. 
The one-time Georgia Bulldog is 6'5", 250 pounds and can make all the 
throws. Predicted Winner: Jefferson 


MIAMI Senior Jacory Harris has thrown for 6,340 yards and 50 

touchdowns in his three seasons at Miami, but he’s also tossed 39 in- 

terceptions and been sacked an astounding 53 times. Stephen Morris 

stepped in as a true freshman and saw significant action (including four 

starts) late in the season when Harris was sidelined with a concussion. 

Morris averaged 199 yards with a 3-to-6 TD-to-INT ratio in his starts. 
. Look for the new coaching staff to stick with the veteran. Predicted 
» Winner: Harris 


MISSOURI There might be a Gabbert starting at quarterback once 
again in Columbia. Redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert, the younger 
brother of Blaine, will battle sophomore James Franklin for the start- 
ing assignment in preseason camp. Franklin, a 6'2", 225-pound na- 
tive Texan, completed 11-of-14 passes in mop-up duty in 2010. 
Both Gabbert and Franklin were 4-star recruits coming out of high 
school. Predicted Winner: Franklin 


NOTRE DAME Dayne Crist put up solid numbers when 
healthy last year, completing just under 60 percent of his passes 
with 15 touchdowns and seven interceptions. Tommy Rees took 
over for the final five games (including the bowl win over Miami) 
after Crist was sidelined with a knee in- 
i jury. He averaged 205.4 yards with a 
Rob Bolden vs. Matt McGloin » Penn State 12-to-8 TD-to-INT ratio in his starts. 
Last fall, Rob Bolden (left) became the first true freshman to start at quarterback for Sophomore Andrew Hendrix and true 
Penn State in 100 years. Bolden, however, was replaced after seven games by Matt freshman Everett Golson will also get a 
McGloin, a former walk-on. McGloin went 2-3 as a starter and ended the season with a look. Predicted Winner: Grist 
one-touchdown, five-INT disaster in the Outback Bowl loss to Florida. Paul Jones, a red- 
shirt freshman, and junior Kevin Newsome will both get an opportunity, but Bolden and 


McGloin are the frontrunners. Predicted Winner: Bolden TEXAS Big things were expected 


out of Garrett Gilbert last fall, but the 
former Gatorade National High School 
Player of the Year struggled in his first season as a starter, throw- 
ing 10 touchdowns with 17 interceptions as Texas limped to a sur- 
prising 5—7 record. Redshirt freshman Connor Wood made a big 
push in the spring, but also don’t count out sophomore Case 


McCoy, the younger brother of former Longhorn star Colt, or true 
freshman David Ash. Predicted Winner: Gilbert 


Bruce Schwartzman 


Kevin Prince was the opening-day starter in 2010, but 
he played in only five games due to a knee injury. When he did 
play, he struggled, completing only 44.7 percent of his passes 
with three touchdowns and five interceptions. Richard Brehaut 
wasn’t much better in relief, with six TDs and seven INTs. 
Prince, who was held out of contact drills in the spring, and Bre- 
haut are both juniors. True freshman Brett Hundley, one of the 
stars of the Bruins’ signing class, was impressive in the spring. 
Predicted Winner: Prince 


Sophomore Keith Price and redshirt fresh- 
man Nick Montana will battle for the right to replace Jake 
Locker. Price has the edge in experience — he played in eight 
games with one start last fall — but Montana was the more 
highly touted of the two coming out of high school. 
This competition should go deep into presea- 


son practice. Predicted Winner: Price wa 


AJ McCarron vs. Phillip Sims » Alabama 
This race was basically tied coming out of spring practice. AJ McCarron [right] is a 
third-year sophomore who completed 30-of-48 passes in mop-up duty last season. 
Phillip Sims is a redshirt freshman from Virginia who was the No. 2 quarterback in 
the 2010 Athlon Consensus 100 recruiting rankings. Both are pro-style quarterbacks 
who should excel in Jim McElwain's system. Predicted Winner: McCarron 


Conference RANKINGS exTRAPOINIS” 


1. SEC 6. Big East 


The Favorite: Alabama The Favorite: West Virginia 

Auburn became the fourth different SEC school to win a West Virginia is the most talented team in the league, but 
BCS title in the past five seasons, joining Florida (2006, the Mountaineers could be in for an awkward season with 
°08), LSU (07) and Alabama (09). The best bets to extend head coach-in-waiting Dana Holgorsen calling the plays in 


the league's streak to six are Alabama and LSU, which fig- 
ure to fight it out in the highly competitive SEC West. 
South Carolina, which celebrated its first SEC East title last 
fall, has plenty of talent once again, but don't be surprised 
if Georgia emerges as the team to beat. 


2. Big Ten 
The Favorite: Ohio State 

Ohio State is the most talented team in 
the league, but the suspensions and con- 
troversy swirling around the program 
could leave the door open for Wisconsin 
and Penn State to contend in the Leaders 
Division. Michigan State and Big Ten new- 
comer Nebraska appear to be the two best 
teams in the Legends Division. Michigan, 
with Brady Hoke now in charge, could be 
a factor if the defense improves. 


3. Big 12 
The Favorite: Oklahoma 
The new-look 10-team Big 12 should 
be rock-solid in 2012 despite the loss of 
Nebraska to the Big Ten and, to a much 
lesser degree, Colorado to the Pac-12. 
Oklahoma should contend for a na- 
tional title, and four other league 
teams (Texas A&M, Oklahoma State, 
Texas and Missouri) are ranked in the 
preseason top 25. Three more teams 
(Baylor, Texas Tech and K-State) 
played in bowl games last season. 


4. Pac-12 
The Favorite: Oregon 
Our preseason top 25 includes only 
three teams from the new-look (and re- 
named) Pac-12, but one of them — Ore- 
gon (No. 3) —isa national title contender. 
The Ducks and the Stanford Cardinal are 
clearly the class of the North Division. USC, which 
is still on probation, is the pick to win the South Di- 
vision, with Arizona State and Utah next in line. 


5. ACC 
The Favorite: Florida State 
We've been teased before, but this looks like the 
year Florida State will return to prominence and con- 
tend for a national title. The Noles should be stout on 
defense, and the offense will be in the capable hands of 
quarterback E.J. Manuel. Tom O'Brien's solid NC State ! 
club could be FSU’s top competition, though schizo- 
phrenic Clemson is always a threat. In the Coastal, Vir- 
ginia Tech is the team to beat despite the loss of 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor. Miami and North 
olina will be waiting if the Hokies slip up. 


Bill Stewart's final season. There don't appear to be any other 
top-25-caliber teams in the league, though South Florida, 
Pitt and Syracuse should be solid. 


7. Mountain West 

The Favorite: Boise State 

The addition of Boise State is a nice boost, but the MWC 

takes a big hit with the departure of Utah (Pac-12) and 

BYU (Independent). The Broncos must replace some 

talent at wide receiver, but quarterback Kellen 
Moore returns, and the defense should be formi- 
dable. TCU figures to take a small step back with 
quarterback Andy Dalton no longer around. 


8. Conference USA 

The Favorite: SMU 

June Jones has done an amazing job building 
SMU into a winner, and this could be the year the 
Ponies capture their first league title since the 
Pony Express (or excess) days of the 1980s. 
Houston, with quarterback Case Keenum 
back after his ACL tear, should be SMU’s 
biggest threat in the West. UCF and South- 
ern Miss will battle in the East. 


9. WAC 
The Favorite: Nevada 
The league is wide open with bully 
Boise State (eight titles in nine sea- 
sons) off to the Mountain West. Ne- 
\ 
vada is the team to beat, but 
Hawaii, with quarterback Bryant 
Moniz back under center, 
and Fresno State will also 
be in the hunt. 


10. MAC 
The Favorite: Toledo 
With a ton of talent 
back on both sides of 
the ball, Toledo is poised 
= to knock Northern Illinois 
from atop the MAC food chain. However, NIU, 
now guided by former Wisconsin assistant Dave Do- 
eren, will still be formidable. Ohio, Miami and Tem- 

ple will wage a three-team battle in the East. 


11. Sun Belt 

The Favorite: Troy 

Long-time Sun Belt power Troy and league upstart 
FIU tied for the conference title last year with 

= identical 6-2 records. Expect more of the 

same this year, though don’t be sur- 

_prised if Arkansas State, with head 


— ¢—— coach Hugh Freeze, factors into the 


; ees _ title chase. 
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EXTRAPOINIS 


Phil. Bennett, Defensive Coordinator, Baylor Bennett's stint as a head coach 
did not go well (18-52 in six seasons at SMU), but he is a highly respected defen- 
sive coordinator who is fresh off a successful three-year run at Pittsburgh. 


Don Brown, Defensive Coordinator, UConn A highly successful head coach 
in two stops at the FCS level (Northeastern and UMass), Brown did a solid job in 
his two seasons as the defensive coordinator at Maryland. 


Manny Diaz, Defensive Coordinator, Texas Replacing Will Muschamp will 
not de easy, but Diaz is a rising star in coaching who did an outstanding job in his 
only season at Mississippi State. 


Bryan Harsin, Co-Offensive Coordinator, Texas Harsin comes to Texas after five 
seasons as the offensive coordinator at Boise State. He will inject some much-needed 
youthful energy into the Longhorns’ attack. 


Dana Holgorsen, Offensive Coordinator, West Virginia Holgorsen, who 
will take over as the Mountaineers’ head coach in 2012, directed the nation’s third- 
ranked offense last season at Oklahoma State. Despite returning only two starters, 
the Cowboys averaged 44.2 points and 520.2 yards per game. 


Steve Kragthorpe, Offensive Coordinator, LSU LSU is a competent of- 
fense away from being a strong national title contender. Kragthorpe bombed as 
the head coach at Louisville, but he turned Tulsa into a winner and has two years 
of experience as a quarterbacks coach in the NFL. 


David Lee, Offensive Coordinator, Ole Miss Lee is credited with introduc- 
ing the Wildcat offense while the offensive coordinator at Arkansas in 2007. His 
most recent stop was in Miami, where he was the quarterbacks coach for the Dol- 
phins from 2008-10. 


Greg Mattison, Defensive Coordinator, Michigan Mattison returns to the 
collegiate ranks after three seasons with the Baltimore Ravens (one as linebackers 
coach, two as the defensive coordinator). He was the D.C. at Michigan from 1995- 
96 and also had stops as a coordinator at Florida and Notre Dame. 


Chad Morris, Offensive Coordinator, Clemson Morris is only two years re- 
moved from coaching in high school football, but his offense at Tulsa in 2010 av- 
eraged over 500 yards and 40 points per game. 


Charlie Weis, Offensive Coordinator, Florida New head coach Will 
Muschamp wants to run a pro-style attack at Florida, so he went out and hired a man 
who has been the offensive coordinator for three Super Bowl champs. 


These players will be expected to make a big contribution 
after redshirting in 2010. 


Charles Brown, CB, North Carolina Ryan Houston, RB, North Carolina 

A starter at cornerback as a junior in 2009, Brown was forced to miss The Tar Heels’ leading rusher in 2009 with 

the entire ’10 season as part of the agent/academics investigations at_ 713 yards, Houston was held out of the 

North Carolina. He will be a fifth-year senior in ’11. first five games of the ’10 season as part of 
the agent/academics investigations. He was 

Zach Brown, RB, Wisconsin cleared in midseason, but the UNC staff 


Brown, who rushed for 568, 305 and 279 yards in his first three sea-_ opted to redshirt him. Houston underwent 
sons, respectively, sat out due to a logjam at the tailback position for surgery fora fractured scapula in the spring 
the Badgers. Should be a solid contributor to one of the nation’s top but will be ready to go for preseason camp. 


backfields. 


Etienne Sabino, LB, Ohio State 
Marcus Hall, OL, Ohio State Sabino was projected to start as a junior last fall but was beaten out in 
Hall saw significant action as a true freshman in 2009 but sat outin 10 preseason camp by Andrew Sweat. He will be back in the mix for a 
for academic reasons. He will be in the mix for the start at right tackle. _ starting position and will have two seasons of eligibility remaining. 


Harsin: Brian Losness/US Presswire; Weis: John Rieger/US Presswire 


Brown: Brian Ebner 
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David Bailiff, Rice (19-30, four seasons) The Owls broke through with a 10-3 record 
(7-1 in C-USA) in 2008, Bailiff’s second season, but are 6-18 since. Rice has been able to put 
points on the board, but the defense has been beyond bad, ranking 107th or worse in the nation 
in each of Bailiff’s four seasons. 


Neil Callaway, UAB (15-33, four seasons) UAB is arguably the toughest job in Confer- 
ence USA — no tradition, no support, terrible facilities — but at some point Callaway is going 
to have to break through and win more games than he loses. Last year, the Blazers lost by three 
in double-overtime at Tennessee and lost by five at Mississippi State yet still went 4-8 overall. 


Butch Davis, North Carolina (28-23, four seasons) Davis survived two 
scandals last year — academic and agent-related — and somehow managed 
to coax an 8-5 record out of his depleted roster. The school is sticking with him 
— for now — but Davis’ job is far from secure. He's recruited very well at UNC, 
but the Tar Heels have yet to finish over .500 in the ACC and have not finished 


higher than third in the Coastal Division in his four seasons. 


Dennis Erickson, Arizona State (25-24, four seasons) The Sun Devils will need to live 
up to the lofty expectations this season for Erickson to save his job. After a big season in Year 1 
(10-3 in ’07), Arizona State is 15—21 overall and 10-17 in the Pac-10 since. 


Steve Fairchild, Colorado State (13-24, three seasons) Fairchild, a Colorado State 
alum, seemed to be a great fit in Fort Collins — especially after he led the Rams to a 7-6 record 
and a bowl win in 2008. But the program has really struggled the last two years, with back-to- 
back 3-9 overall records and a combined mark of 2-14 in the MWC. 


Mike Locksley, New Mexico (2-22, two seasons) Trainwreck. That is the most accurate 
word to describe the Locksley era at New Mexico. The Lobos are 2-22 under his watch, with 14 
of those 22 losses coming by 24 points or more. Last season, UNM ranked 120th in the nation 
in total offense and 119th in total defense. 


Rick Neuheisel, UCLA (15-22, three seasons) Neuheisel was highly successful in his two 
previous stops (33-14 at Colorado, 33-16 at Washington), but he has been unable to break 
through at UCLA, his alma mater. The Bruins are 8-19 in the Pac-10 during his tenure, with 

two eighth-place finishes and a ninth-place fin- 


ish. 


Dabo Swinney, Clemson (19-15, two- 
plus seasons) It might seem a bit premature 
to puta coach who has compiled a 13-8 record 
in the ACC in two-plus years on the job on the 
hot seat, but Swinney will be under intense 
scrutiny this season. Last year, the Tigers went 
4-4 in a very mediocre ACC and ended the 
season with the school’s first losing record (6-7) 
since 1998. 


Bob Toledo, Tulane (13-35, four sea- 
sons) The Greer, Wave are coming off back- 
to-back last-place finishes in Conference USA's 
West Division and have not won more than 
four games in any of Toledo's four seasons. 


Paul Wulff, Washington State (5-32, 
three seasons) The Cougars showed some 
signs of progress last season yet still finished 
with a 2-10 record (1-8 in the Pac-10). In 
three years, Wulff has won a total of two league 
games. Not good. 


Mark Richt, Georgia (96-34, 10 seasons) With a 53-27 record in SEC 
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Getting Warm 


Bill Cubit, Western Michigan (40-33, six sea- 
sons) Cubit’s record is solid, but he’s lost five 
straight to hated rival Central Michigan. That 
must change. 


Houston Nutt, Ole Miss (22-16, three sea- 
sons) The Rebs are 10-14 in league play in 
the Nutt era and have been passed by Missis- 
sippi State on the SEC food chain. 


Larry Porter, Memphis (1-11, one season) 
Porter's first season at his alma mater was a 


disaster. The Tigers went 1-11 and lost their 
11 games by an average of 28.4 points. 


Mike Price, UTEP (40-45, seven seasons) 


The Miners have not had a winning C-USA 
record since 2005, Price’s second season in El 
Paso. 


Mike Sherman, Texas A&M (19-19, three 
seasons) Demanding Aggie fans will freak 
out if Sherman’s fourth A&M team fails to live 
up to the lofty expectations. 

Jeff Tedford, California (72-42, nine sea- 
sons) Once arising star in the coaching 
world, Tedford is only 17-19 in the Pac-10 
over the last four years. 


games, it seems crazy to put Richt on this list. But the Bulldogs are 7-9 in Ron Zook, Illinois (28-45, six seasons) Ba 
league games over the last two seasons and are trending in the wrong direc- Zook's seat slides from scorching hot to 5 z 
tion. The lethargic 10-6 loss to UCF in the Liberty Bowl last season did not sit warm after the Illini exceeded expectations a5 
well with the Georgia faithful. Soir eave meses camenn) Es 
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1. Charlie Strong, Louisville Before: 4-8 (1-6) After: 7-6 (3-4) 

The Cards showed dramatic improvement on both sides of the ball — offensive pro- 
duction was up by more than 30 yards per game and the defense allowed 60 fewer yards 
per game. In addition, five of Louisville’s six losses came by eight points or less. 


2. Jimbo Fisher, Florida State Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 10-4 (6-2) 

The Seminoles increased their win total by three games thanks in large 
part to a defense that jumped 66 spots in the national rankings in yards 
allowed per game (108th to 42nd). 


3. Brian Kelly, Notre Dame Before: 6-6 After: 8-5 

It wasn't the smoothest ride, but the Fighting Irish won eight games — 
the most for Notre Dame since 2006 — and capped the season with a 
dominating 33-17 win over Miami in the Sun Bowl. 


4. Willie Taggart, Western Kentucky 
Before: 0-12 (0-8) After: 2-10 (2-6) 

The Hilltoppers were far more com- 
petitive under Taggart’s watch. They were 
outscored by an average of 19.2 points 
per game en route to an 0-12 record in 
09; the scoring differential dropped to 
10.3 point per game last fall. 


5. Skip Holtz, South Florida 
Before: 8-5 (3-4) After: 8-5 (3-4) 

The Bulls closed strong, winning five 
of their final seven games, highlighted by 
overtime wins at Louisville and Miami 
and a victory over Clemson in the 


Meineke Car Care Bowl. 


6. Derek Dooley, Tennessee Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 6-7 (3-5) 
There were some egregious substitution errors — 13 men on the 
field vs. LSU just to name one — but Dooley squeezed six wins out 
of one of the least talented Tennessee teams in decades. 


7. Mike London, Virginia 
Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 4-8 (1-8) 

The Cavs’ win total is a bit misleading 
— they beat two FCS teams and FBS 
bottom-feeder Eastern Michigan — but 
London is changing the culture at Vir- 
ginia and has done a tremendous job on the recruiting trail. 


8. Lane Kiffin, USC Before: 9-4 (5-4) After: 8-5 (5-4) 

The Trojans lost three games by four points or less but beat only two 
teams that played in bowl games (Hawaii and Arizona). The offense im- 
proved, but the defense was horrid, allowing over 400 yards per game. 


9. Sonny Dykes, Louisiana Tech Before: 4-8 (3-5) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

Dykes was one of only four new coaches whose team improved its 
record in conference play. The Bulldogs’ four WAC victims went a com- 
bined 6-26 in league play. 


10. Todd Berry, UL Monroe Before: 6-6 (5-3) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

The Warhawks’ season could have been much better — they lost one 
game by one point and another in overtime — or much worse — they 
won three games by five points or less. 
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11. Joker Phillips, Kentucky Before: 7-6 (3-5) After: 6-7 (2-6) 

The Wildcats won one fewer game, but they were far more entertaining 
with Phillips as the boss. Kentucky's offense improved from 331.5 yards per 
game in ’09 to 427.9 in 10. 


12. Ruffin McNeill, East Carolina 
Before: 9-5 (7-1) After: 6-7 (5-3) 

With only six starters back from the 2009 
Conference USA championship team, the Pirates 
were expected to take a step back — which they 
did. But East Carolina was fun to watch in 2010; 
the Pirates averaged 437.6 yards and 36.8 points 
per game. 


13. Doc Holliday, Marshall 
Before: 7-6 (4-4) After: 5-7 (4-4) 

The Thundering Herd came oh-so-close to 
their first-ever win over West Virginia — they 


. blew a 21-6 lead in the fourth quarter — and out 
closed strong, winning four of their final five 
games. , | 
. - 
14. Tommy Tuberville, Texas Tech Before: 9-4 (5-3) After: 8-5 (3-5) 


The Red Raiders did some good things — three wins over bowl teams in | 
the regular season — but they won two fewer Big 12 games and took several 
steps backward on defense. 


» 


; 15. Butch Jones, Cincinnati 
= tn Before: 12-1 (7-0) After: 4-8 (2-5) 

Yes, the Bearcats did lose Tony Pike from the 
09 Big East championship club, but it’s hard to 


give a coach high marks when his team’s win total dips by eight games. 


16. Dan Enos, Central Michigan Before: 12-2 (8-0) After: 3-9 (2-6) 

Enos didn't have the luxury of coaching Dan LeFevour, but the Chips did re- 
turn four starters on the offensive line. Yet, their scoring offense dipped from 
13th in the nation to 82nd — and their win total plummeted from 12 to three. 


17. Turner Gill, Kansas Before: 5-7 (1-7) After: 3-9 (1-7) 

There were some good moments, like the upset over Georgia Tech and the 28- 
point fourth-quarter comeback vs. Colorado, but don't forget about the 6-3 loss 
to North Dakota State and the five defeats by 28 points or more. 


18. Jeff Quinn, Buffalo Before: 5-7 (3-5) After: 2-10 (1-7) 
The Bulls beat only one FBS team (Bowling Green) and were outscored by an 
average of 13.7 points per game. In ’09, Buffalo knocked off four FBS foes and 


outscored its opponents for the season. 


19. Mike Macintyre, San Jose St. Before: 2-10 (1-7) After: 1-12 (0-8) 

The Spartans played better down the stretch — four of their final five losses 
came by seven points or less — but they finished the season ranked 115th in scor- 
ing offense and 105th in scoring defense. 


20. Bobby Hauck, UNLV Before: 5-7 (3-5) After: 2-11 (2-6) 

The Rebs did manage to win two Mountain West games, but they were alarm- 
ingly uncompetitive in their 11 losses. The average margin of defeat was 30.7 
points, and the closest loss was by 15 points. 


21. Rob lanello, Akron Before: 3-9 (2-6) After: 1-11 (1-7) 

The Zips lost their first 11 games before beating Buffalo in the season finale. 
They ranked 90th or worse in all but one of the 17 major statistical categories 
maintained by the NCAA. 


22. Larry Porter, Memphis Before: 2-10 (1-7) After: 1-11 (0-8) 

The Tigers’ 2010 season was a trainwreck. They ranked 119th in the nation in 
scoring offense and 117th in scoring defense, and lost their final eight games by 
an average of 30.6 points. - ————- 
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Dontae Aycock, RB, Auburn to South Florida High school quarterback 
from Tampa was dismissed by Auburn last May after redshirting in the fall of 
2009. Had surgery in October on his right knee, but went through spring prac- 
tice without any issues. Will be part of a crowded, but talented, backfield that 
also features Colorado transfer Darrell Scott. 


Blake Ayles, TE, USC to Miami (Fla.) Ayles, the No. 1 prep tight end in 
the class of 2008, did not start a game and caught only 14 passes for 182 yards 
in his three seasons at USC. He will be eligible to play immediately due to the 
NCAA sanctions at USC. 


Ryan Bass, RB, Arizona State to Idaho Bass, a 4-star recruit from Co- 
rona, Calif., rushed for 293 yards on 55 carries in his two seasons at Arizona 
State. He will have an opportunity to start right away at Idaho. 


Brendan Beal, LB, Florida to Minnesota Beal sat out as a true freshman 
in 2008 after suffering an ACL injury and did not see any game action in ’09 
as a redshirt freshman. The former U.S. Army All-American from Pennsylvania 
will have three years of eligibility at Minnesota. 


Spencer Boyd, WR, Notre Dame to South Florida An early enrollee in 
January 2010, Boyd left Notre Dame before the beginning of his first collegiate 
season. The Florida native was recruited to play cornerback at Notre Dame but 
will likely play wide receiver at South Florida. He will have four seasons of eli- 
gibility with the Bulls. 


Arthur Brown, LB, Miami (Fla.) to Kansas State Rated the No. | line- 
backer in the nation by Scout.com in 2008, Brown failed to make a big impact 
at Miami. He played in 24 games in his two seasons, mostly on special teams. 
Will team with his brother Bryce, a running back who transferred from Ten- 
nessee. 


E\ryce Brown, RB, Tennessee to Kansas State Rated the No. | prospect 
in the nation by Scout.com in 2009, Brown rushed for 460 yards (though only 
211 came vs. SEC competition) in his only season in Knoxville. He is the lead- 
ing candidate to replace 1,500-yard rusher Daniel Thomas. 


Dan Buckner, WR, Texas to Arizona Buckner left Texas in January 2010 
snortly after he was arrested on charges of criminal trespassing and resisting ar- 
rest. He started six games in ’09 and caught 45 passes for 442 yards and four 
touchdowns. He will have two years of eligibility. 


E.J. Carter, LB, Syracuse to NC State Florida native started eight games 
as a true freshman for the Orange in 2009 but left the team in eariy August 
2010. He will have three years of eligibility with the Pack. 


Sihaquelle Evans, WR, Notre Dame to UCLA A top-100 national recruit, 
Evans caught only seven passes for 61 yards as a true freshman in 2009. He 
bolted South Bend after he was left off the two-deep released by the Notre Dame 
coaching staff on the week of the first game last fall. He will have three years 
of eligibility remaining. 

Hebron Fangupo, DT, USC to BYU Junior college transfer took a 

medical redshirt in 2009 after missing nine games with a broken left 


ankle and spent the ’10 season as a reserve. He will be eligible to play im- 
mediately due to the NCAA sanctions at USC. 


Brandon Maye, LB, Clemson to Mississip)i State 
A three-year starter at Clemson, Maye will fill a big need for the Bulldogs, who lost three senior starters to grad- 
uation. Maye, who played in 2010, was granted immediate eligibility because he graduated from Clemson in May. 


Maye: Bruce L. Schwarztman; Thomas: Ric Fogel; Larmond: Al Kooistra 


Jarvis Giles, RB, South Carolina to Louisville Former 
top recruit and one-time Tennessee commitment was the 
Gamecocks’ third-leading rusher (277 yards) as a true fresh- 
man in 2009. He bolted Columbia after getting only two car- 
ries in the first three games of the ’10 season. Will have two 
years of eligibility at Louisville. 


David Gordon, CB, Arkansas to Oklahoma State Gor- 
don exceeded expectations as a true freshman in 2009, start- 
ing three games at cornerback and playing in seven others. He 
left school in the spring of 2010 following an arrest for pos- 
session of marijuana. The Tulsa native has three years of eligi- 
bility at Oklahoma State. 


Josh Haden, RB, Boston College to Toledo Haden left 
Boston College — despite having the BC logo tattooed on his 
chest — in the middle of the 2009 season while serving as 
Montel Harris’ backup. Will team with his brother, Jordan 
Haden, a defensive back who transferred from Florida and will 
be eligible in 2012. 


Jarvis Jones, LB, USC to Georgia The former U.S. 

Army All-American from Columbus, Ga., transferred back 

home after spending one season at USC. He played in eight 

games for the Trojans before suffering a season-ending neck 
injury. 


_ Uona Kaveinga, LB, USC to BYU 
\N Played in 16 games on special teams 
~fcte and. as a reserve linebacker in his 


two seasons at USC. He will 
have two years of eligibility. 


Zach Maynard, QB, 
Buffalo to California 
Started for the Bulls as a 
sophomore in 2009, 
completing 57.5 per- 
cent of his passes for 
; 2,694 yards with 18 
\y touchdowns and 15 


{ interceptions. Trans- 
ferred to Cal after his 
- half-brother (and 5- 


star recruit), Keenan 

Allen, committed to play 
for the Bears. Is the front- 
—@ runnerina five-way bat- 
tle to replace Kevin Riley 
as the starter. 


Darrell Scott, RB, 

Colorado to South 
Florida Rated by most services 

as the No. 1 running back in the class of 
2008, Scott bolted Boulder after serving as 
Rodney Stewart's backup for two seasons. He 

rushed for 438 yards on 110 carries (4.0 average) 
as a Buff. He will have two years of eligibility. 


Lamaar Thomas, WR, Ohio State to New Mexico 
The speedy Thomas, a running back in high school, 
struggled to find time in the receiver rotation in his two 
seasons at Ohio State, though he did serve as the Buck- 
eyes’ No. 1 kick returner in 2009. He landed at New 
Mexico, where he will have two seasons of eligibility. 


ExTRAPOINIS 


Back from ( NJ U RY 


These players missed the entire 2010 season with a serious injury. They'll 
be in back in ‘11 and will be expected to make a big impact. 


Ralph Bolden, RB, Purdue 
Bolden, Purdue's leading rusher in 2009 (935 yards) tore the ACL in his right 
knee last spring. He tore the same ACL as a senior in high school. 


Sterling Griffin, WR, South Florida 

Griffin started 10 games and caught 14 passes for 265 yards (18.9-yard av- 
erage) as a true freshman in 2009 but missed all of last season after dislo- 
cating his ankle and breaking a bone in his fibula last June. 


Datone Jones, DE, UCLA 

A 13-game starter as a sophomore in 
2009, Jones broke his right foot during 
preseason camp last August. 


Colin Larmond, WR, Boston College 
Larmond averaged 20.6 yards on his 29 
receptions and scored five touchdowns 
for the Eagles in 2009. A leg injury sus- 
tained in preseason camp forced him out 
of action for the entire ‘10 season. 


A.J. Love, WR, South Florida 

Love emerged as a big-play threat as a 
junior in 2009, averaging 18.8 yards on his 
26 catches. He missed the 2010 season 
after suffering a torn ACL in the spring 
game. 


Kai Maiava, C, UCLA 

The one-time starting guard at Colorado 
started 12 games for UCLA at center in 
2009. Missed the ‘10 season with a bro- 
ken foot. 


Moses McCray, DT, Florida State 
A projected starter on the defensive line, McCray tore the ACL in his left 
knee one week into preseason practice. He will be a junior in 2011. 


Kim Royston, DB, Minnesota 

The one-time Wisconsin Badger started every game as a junior in 2009, his 
first season with the Golden Gophers. A broken leg kept him out of the en- 
tire ‘10 campaign. 


Huldon Tharp, LB, Kansas 

A seven-game starter as a true freshman in 2009, Harp suffered a foot in- 
jury in spring practice last year that kept him sidelined for the entire ‘10 
season. Should slide back into the starting lineup this fall. 


Christian Tupou, DT, USC 

Tupou was expected to start at nose tackle for a third straight season but 
went down with a torn ACL in his left knee during the spring game. This 
will be his final season of eligibility. 


Robert Turbin, RB, Utah State 
Turbin was one of the nation’s top rushers in 2009, with 1,296 yards [ona 
6.3-yard average] and 13 touchdowns. A torn ACL kept him out in 2010. 


Marlon Walls, DT, Tennessee 

Walls was a strong candidate to start on the Volunteers’ defensive line as a 
sophomore in 2010 but went down with a torn Achilles tendon in preseason 
camp. 


Troy Woolfolk, CB, Michigan 

The son of former Michigan great Butch Woolfolk started all 12 games as 
a junior in 2009 but did not play last season due to a foot injury sustained in 
preseason camp. 
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“When I worked at Georgia, we had this top 
OL prospect with offers from all over the 
country coming in for a visit. His dad drove 
him down and dropped him off. After 48 
hours the dad had not come back to pick him 
up. The coaches called (the father) and said it 
was a violation for him to be on campus for 
more than 48 hours. The compliance office 
stepped in and made the kid sit on the curb 
outside the football building (Butts-Mehre 
Heritage Hall) and said we could have no con- 
tact with him. Who knows when his dad came 
back to get him. But he ended up signing with 
NC Strate and later was drafted in the NFL.” 
— Barry Every, Rivals.com 


(CRUIT 


unproven 18-year-olds often includes more 


STOI 


The competition for the signatures of 


twists and turns than a spy novel. 
Here, insiders present a few slices of 
life out on the recruiting trail. 


“T had a running back a few years ago — who ended up signing with a school on the West Coast 
— text message me on the Saturday night of his official visit, “Yo man, where are the girls at?’ ... 
Not sure if he had me mixed up with someone else or why he thought I'd know, but we found 
it amusing.” 

— Chris Level, RedRaiderSports.com 


“There was a kid named Ka’ Lial Glaud from New Jersey who had an inter- 
esting idea about how to decide which college program he would choose — 
flipping a coin. That's right, flipping a coin. lowa was in the final three and 
finished third. With little time to decide, Glaud decided between Rutgers 
and West Virginia by flipping a coin on Signing Day. Heads means West Vir- 
ginia, tails and he is headed to Rutgers. He ended up with the Scarlet 
Knights.” 


— Tom Kakert, HawkeyeReport.com 
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“A few years ago I was keeping close tabs on 
one wide receiver recruit that was trying to de- 
cide between a West Coast program with a 
wide-open offense and his hometown school 
in the Southeast. I was texting with this 
prospect into the night and past midnight, and 
he was completely torn up about the decision. 
He wanted more than anything to head out 
West, but his family wanted him to stay home. 
When he went to bed that night, he had de- 
cided that he would head to the West Coast. 
The next morning he signed with the home- 
town school. The lesson from my perspective 
is that any time a prospect is having a hard 
time with a decision, the smart bet ison Mom 
and the local program. As a side note, that 
prospect has yet to see significant playing time 
or make any kind of an impact.” 

— Barton Simmons, 247Sports.com 


“One of my favorite misnomers in this business 
is the perception that college coaches spend 
hours upon hours poring over high school game 
film, doing exhaustive research on players. 
There was one player from Florida who had all 
the offers anyone could imagine, but everyone 
I knew who had seen him in person said the kid 
couldnt play dead in a cowboy movie. So, I’m 
at a college prospect camp and one of the 
coaches is justifiably excited about the players 
who have shown up to his camp. And as he’s 
going over the list with me, he mentions the 
player with all of the offers, and I said ‘Coach, 
what do you like about him, I’ve heard some 
mixed reviews.’ He proudly answered, “Well, I'll 
tell you what, Miami brought him right into 
their office and offered him.’ Gee, thanks for the 
scouting report.” 

— Scott Kennedy, Scout.com/FoxSports 


“T heard from a coach about a juco safety that 
had received several Pac-10 offers, so | decided 
to give him a call and do a story on him. 
Called him and talked with him for maybe 30 
minutes and had a great conversation with him 
about several schools he was interested in. I 
hang up and write up the story that was going 
to run the next morning. A few hours later I 
got a text from one of our regional recruiting 
guys telling me the kid had committed to Utah 
this morning — before our conversation. I 
talked with the kid for 30 minutes about five 
schools, and he didn’t once. bring up the fact 
that he had already committed. I even asked 
when he was planning on committing and he 
said not for several months. Needless to say, 
the story never ran.” 


—Bryan Fischer, CBS Sports 


“One evening during the 2011 recruiting cycle, | received a well-written e-mail from a James Wilder Jr., 
claiming he had committed to Florida. Wilder Jr., of course, was the highly regarded running back/line- 
backer from H.B. Plant High in Tampa who everybody in the country wanted, and we had heard the 
Gators, then coached by Urban Meyer, were in good shape for his services. So naturally, without thinking, 
| sent out a Tweet, Just got an e-mail from James Wilder saying he has committed to Florida.’ The thing 
went viral ina matter of minutes as other writers ‘re-tweeted’ the blurb. | quickly thought after sending it 
that it may be a hoax. | wasn't particularly close to Wilder during the process and though it’s common for 
prospects to send out mass e-mails and texts to media members when they make a decision, something 
didn’t feel right about this one. Come to find out, it was a hoax. Some clown had created a fake Facebook 
page, e-mail address, etc., for Wilder and wanted to take the media for a little ride. Unfortunately, | was 
the victim. Several newspapers picked up on the story and | had a little egg on my face for a while, but it’s 
something | will never forget. It also goes to show you that even with the coverage of college football re- 
cruiting — which hit its prime during the advancement of technology and the Internet — that it is indeed a 
brave new world we live in with regards to social media and the flow of information.” 


Cliff Weleh/Tcon SMI 


— J.C. Shurburtt, 247Sports.com 
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“In the 1980s, there was a really good ball 
player in Illinois being nationally recruited. 
Back then, head coaches were the ones going 
out and signing the top players. They had to 
be there at 8 o'clock in the morning (on Sign- 
ing Day). Everybody was coming after this kid, 
so at 8 o'clock there were several head coaches 
waiting by the front door ready to sign this 
player. The door opens at 8 a.m. promptly and 
out walks a very famous Big Eight head coach 
who had spent the night on the kid’s couch, 
outsmarting all the other coaches. He signed 
him before any of the other schools had a shot 
to get him.” 

— Tom Lemming, CBS Sports 


“A few years ago there was a player I didn’t par- 
ticularly think much of. I asked a well respected 
offensive line coach what he thought of him. 
“Nah, I didn’t like him. I mean we offered him 
because everyone else had, but we weren't going 
to take him.’ I asked the coach if they really of- 
fered him. He said, “Does he think we have?’ I 
said, ‘Yes.’ He said, “That’s what we want him 
to think.” 

— Scott Kennedy, Scout.com/FoxSports 


“Just this year, one of the more bizarre recruit- 
ing situations played out that I’ve seen since 
doing this. Floyd Raven was an unknown 
prospect heading into the summer before his 
senior year. He blew up at Ole Miss’ summer 
camp and eventually committed to Ole Miss. 
However, leading up to Signing Day, he 
showed a lot of uncertainty. He decommitted 
from Ole Miss, committed to Texas A&M, de- 
committed again only to re-commit to Ole 
Miss. Heading into National Signing Day it 
was assumed that he would sign with Ole Miss 
without any kind of issues. The Letter-of-In- 
tent did arrive in Oxford that day, but as Ole 
Miss coach Houston Nutt informed the media 
later that day, Raven's signature wasn’t his own 
but his mother’s. She had forged his signature, 
and so Ole Miss didn’t accept the LOI and 
asked for another one Raven instead signed an 
LOI and sent it to Texas A&M. Added to the 
situation is the fact that Ole Miss was in des- 
perate need of cornerbacks and assumed that 
two great ones were coming in with Raven and 
4-star Jermaine Whitehead. Not only did 
Raven shock the Ole Miss staff, but Auburn 
was able to make a Signing Day steal with 
Whitehead as well, issuing a major hit in an 
area of need for the Ole Miss class.” 

— Barton Simmons, 247Sports.com 
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RECRUITING 
WAR STORIES 


“Back in the late 1990s, | was covering Vanderbilt, and the staff was really 
after Jimmy Williams, a running back [at the time) from Baton Rouge. His 
final five schools were Florida, LSU, Notre Dame, Northwestern and Vander- 
bilt. This was the type of kid Vanderbilt never gets. About a week before 
Signing Day he committed to Northwestern. Perry Fewell, the current defen- 
sive coordinator of the Giants, was the defensive backs coach at Vanderbilt, 
and he was recruiting Williams. Perry was absolutely crushed. Well, the 
Sunday before Signing Day, | got a call from someone who told me to get in 
touch with Jimmy Williams. So | called Jimmy, and he told me that he had 
just committed to Vanderbilt. He was a very religious kid. The night before 
he prayed about his decision and went to bed as a Northwestern commit- 
ment but woke up and decided to go to Vanderbilt. He said The Man Up- 
stairs’ directed him to Vanderbilt. He played running back as a true 
freshman at Vanderbilt before switching to cornerback. He played six years 
in the NFL as corner and kick returner.” 


— Mitch Light, Athlon Sports 


Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ATHLON SPORTS’ 


-_ 


RECRUITS OF 


1. CHRIS WELLS, RB, AKRON, OH, OHIO STATE 


There was little doubt as to where Wells would end up playing college football, as his fa- 
mous quote indicated: “I think I came out of my mom's womb wanting to go to Ohio State.” 
Wells, the MVP of the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, made an immediate impact as a fresh- 
man. His 52-yard, game-changing run against Michigan helped the Buckeyes clinch a spot 
in the national title game. The next season, on the legs of the first team All-Big Ten running 
back, the Buckeyes made their second straight national title game appearance. Despite bat- 
tling nagging injuries throughout his career, Wells finished with 3,382 yards and 30 touch- 
downs in 36 games. He left school early and was selected with the 31st pick in the first round 
of the 2009 NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals. 


2. ANDRE SMITH, OL, BIRMINGHAM, AL, ALABAMA 


The nation’s No. 1 offensive lineman got his college career started with a bang when he pulled out 
the signature houndstooth hat during his creative announcement on Signing Day. The big bulldozer 
earned Freshman All-America honors in 2006, first-team All-SEC recognition in 2007 and was a con- 
sensus All-American in 2008. Smith was suspended for the Sugar Bowl after his junior season, and he 
declared for the NFL Draft shortly thereafter. He was selected in the first round by the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals. After he had disrobed defensive linemen for three years, it was a shirtless Pro Day appearance that 
has left the lasting (not-so-slender) image of Smith. 


3. SAM YOUNG, OL, CORAL SPRINGS, FL, NOTRE DAME 


Young became an instant starter at Notre Dame as a freshman and was a stalwart for the 
Irish offensive line for four years. He started all 50 games of his Notre Dame career — an Irish 
record. He was selected in the sixth round of the 2010 NFL Draft by the Dallas Cowboys. 


4. GERALD MCCOY, DT, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, OKLAHOMA 


After redshirting as a freshman, McCoy went on to be a three-year starter for the Sooners. 4 
After a 34-tackle, six-sack season as a junior, McCoy earned All-America honors. He finished ‘ 
his career with 33 tackles for a loss and 14.5 sacks. McCoy was drafted No. 3 overall by the 
Tampa Bay Bucs in the 2010 NFL Draft. 


5. VIDAL HAZELTON, WR, STATEN ISLAND, NY, USC 


The public disagreement between Vidal and his father, Dexter, ex- 
tended Hazelton’s recruitment until long after Signing Day. The father, 
who wanted his son to go to Penn State, refused to sign his son’s letter- 
of-intent to USC. Finally, 23 days after Signing Day, Hazelton put pen 
to paper for the Trojans. He caught one pass as a freshman and then had 
50 receptions for 540 yards and four touchdowns as a sophomore. He was 
plagued by injuries in 2008 and then transferred to Cincinnati for his | § | 
final season of eligibility. Poised to be a big contributor in 2010 for the “74 % i 
Bearcats, Hazelton caught six passes for 63 yards in his first game, against ; 


Fresno State, before being carted off the field with a torn ACL that ended 7s : NX ? 
his collegiate career. 
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Well: Brian Ebner; Smith: Paul Levy; McCoy: Larry Smith; ; 
Hazelton, Stafford: John Grieshop/Schwartzman ; Rolle; Courtland W. Richards 


~ Stafford enrolled early at Georgia and became the first true freshman 


6. SERGIO KINDLE, LB, DALLAS, TX, TEXAS 

From famed Woodrow Wilson High School, Kindle entered college with a gaudy résumé. The 
two-way star posted 411 tackles and 86 rushing touchdowns in his final three prep seasons. After 
playing a backup role as a freshman and sophomore, Kindle broke into the starting lineup as a 
junior. He switched full-time to end as a senior and finished his career with 151 tackles, 16.5 sacks 
and 33.5 tackles for a loss. Kindle was selected by the Baltimore Ravens 
in the second round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 


7. MYRON ROLLE, S, GALLOWAY, NJ, FLORIDA STATE 
Few top-10 recruits can claim similar experiences to Rolle’s. A § 
first-team Freshman All-American, Rolle started at safety, earned 
his degree in two-and-a-half years, became the only FSU foot- 
ball player to claim the prestigious Rhodes Scholarship, post- 
poned his NFL career to study at Oxford and started a free health 
services clinic in the Bahamas called the Myron L. Rolle Foundation. 
The extraordinary safety was selected in the sixth round of the 2010 


NFL Draft by the Tennessee Titans. 
8. PERCY HARVIN, WR, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA, FLORIDA 


Few players in college football history have been as productive 
as Harvin. Used as both a receiver and running back, Harvin to- 
taled 1,929 yards receiving on 133 career receptions while rush- 
ing for 1,852 yards on 194 career attempts. He scored 32 career 
offensive touchdowns. He played in, and won, two national 
championship games. He touched the ball 14 times in each game, 
scoring in both and amassing 253 total yards. The two-time All- 
American dealt with injuries his entire career in Gainesville or the numbers could have been bet- 
ter. He was selected in the first round of the 2009 NFL Draft by the Minnesota Vikings. 


9. MICAH JOHNSON, LB, FORT CAMPBELL, KY, KENTUCKY 

Kentucky's reigning Mr, Football earned Freshman All-SEC honors in 2006. The season ended 
with Kentucky's first bowl win since 1984. In that game, a Music City Bowl victory over Clem- 
son, Johnson scored the only offensive touchdown of his career on his second and final rushing 
attempt. A part of the first Kentucky team to go to four straight bowl games, the two-time All- 
SEC performer registered 285 career tackles, The Cats went 3-1 in bowl games during Johnson's 
time in Lexington. 


10. MITCH MUSTAIN, QB, SPRINGDALE, AR, ARKANSAS 

Mustain had a roller-coaster ride of a college career. As part of the “Springdale 5,” he headed 
to Fayetteville with high school head coach Gus Malzahn and three other prep teammates. As a 
true freshman, Mustain was promoted to the starting lineup in Week 2 and fin- 
ished the season with an impressive 8-0 record as the starter. 
Despite his early success, he was replaced as the starter later in 
the year by Casey Dick, and when Malzahn left for Tulsa after 
the ’06 season, Mustain decided to transfer to USC. The 
perennial backup never lived up to the recruiting hype and 
did not start a game during his three years at USC. He 
was arrested this past February for selling prescription 
amphetamines. 


11. MATTHEW STAFFORD, QB, DALLAS, TX. GEORGIA 


to start for the Bulldogs at quarterback since 1991 (Eric Zeier). The 
burly passer finished with 7,731 passing yards and 51 touchdowns in his 
three seasons. Stafford led the SEC in total offense in his final year in 
Athens while setting the single-season school record for passing touch- 
downs (25). His 3,459 passing yards that year were second-best in ba ,, 
Georgia history. Stafford declared early for the NFL Draft and was / 
taken with the first overall pick by the Detroit Lions in 2009. f 
12. AL WOODS, DT, ELTON, LA, LSU 

Woods played in six games as a freshman and was consid- 
ered by many as the top backup defensive tackle in the SEC 


as a sophomore. After a disappointing junior season, Woods 
started all 13 games as a senior. He finished his career with 


Vy 
13. STAFON JOHNSON, RB, 


et ie an) 
HHO 
BELLFLOWER, CA, USC 


Johnson contributed 673 yards and five 
scores as a sophomore. He battled injuries but 
returned to lead the Trojans in rushing as a jun- 
ior in 2008. In September 2009, Johnson suf 
fered a scary weight room injury when a 
275-pound bar fell on his throat. This past Jan- 
uary, Johnson sued USC for negligence. He 
signed as an undrafted free agent with the Ten- 
nessee Titans following the 2010 NFL Draft. 


14. BRANDON GRAHAM, LB 
DETROIT, ML MICHIGAN 

The two-time All-Big Ten defensive end fin- 
ished second in school history in sacks (29.5) 
and tackles for a loss (56). A second-team All- 
American as a senior, Graham was selected with 
the 13th pick in the first round of the 2010 
NEL Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles. 


15. KEILAND WILLIAMS, RB, 
LAFAYETTE, LA, LSU 

A solid contributor who never truly reached 
his potential, Williams started only three games 
in his career. But he played in 47, rushing for 
1,699 yards and 17 TDs. Williams was signed 
by the Washington Redskins as an undrafted 
free agent following the 2010 NFL Draft. 


16. C.J. SPILLER, RB 
LAKE BUTLER, FL, CLEMSON 

Spiller was 2009 ACC Player of the Year and 
only the third unanimous first-team All-Amer- 
ican in school history. He finished as the ACC's 
all-time leader in all-purpose yards with 7,588 
— second-best in Division I history. He owns 
the NCAA record for career kickoff return 
touchdowns (seven) and is tied for the most 
total return touchdowns (eight). He was se- 
lected ninth overall by the Buffalo Bills in the 
2010 NFL Draft. 


17. JAI EUGENE, CB, 

ST. ROSE, LA, LSU 

Eugene, a contributor on the 
2007 Tigers’ BCS National Champi- 
onship team, finished with 51 games 
played and 12 starts. He played three 
seasons at corner before moving to safety and 
finished with 93 tackles and one interception. 


18. MICHAEL COODSON, RB 
KLEIN, TX, TEXAS A&M 

Goodson was Big 12 Freshman of the Year, 
rushing for 847 yards ata league-high 6.7-yard 
clip. His rushing totals dropped every year, 
from 847 to 711 to 406. Goodson declared 
early for the NFL Draft and was selected in the 
fourth round in 2009 by the Carolina Panthers. 


73 tackles and 3.5 sacks. He 1 
was selected in the fourth I 


round of the 2010 NFL Draft 
by the New Orleans Saints. 
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19. STEPHEN SCHILLING, OL, BELLEVUE, WA, MICHICAN 

A model of consistency, Schilling started 49 — good for second-best in school history by an 
offensive lineman — of a possible 50 career games. He spent his first two seasons starting at right 
tackle before holding down the left guard spot for his final two years. The 2007 Freshman All- 
American earned three straight Hugh R. Rader Memorial Awards, given to the team’s top of- 
fensive lineman. 


20. EDDIE JONES, DE, KILGORE, TX, TEXAS 

Jones played in 50 games in his four seasons in Austin, starting eight times. He finished his ca- 
reer with 111 tackles, 24 tackles for a loss and 13.5 sacks. As a senior, Jones earned UT’s Com- 
munity Service Award. 


21. TAYLOR MAYS, $, SEATTLE, WA, USC 

The son of former NFL defensive lineman Stafford Mays earned his first career start in the sec- 
ond week of his true freshman season. He started the next 12 games and became only the third 
Trojan in school history to earn Pac-10 Freshman of the Year honors. Mays earned third-team 
All-America honors from the AP in 2007 before claiming consensus first-team All-America recog- 
nition following his junior and senior seasons. The Thorpe Award finalist in 2009 finished his 
career with 276 total tackles, five interceptions and three Rose Bowl titles. Mays was selected in 
the second round of the 2010 NFL Draft by the San Francisco 49ers. Interestingly, Mays’ for- 
mer coach, Pete Carroll (now in Seattle), passed on his former safety to select Texas safety Earl 
Thomas in the first round, prompting a verbal sparring match between the two. 


22. LESEAN MCCOY, RB, HARRISBURE, PA, MIAMI é 
McCoy originally signed with Miami but ended up in prep school after / 
failing to qualify academically. In his first season at Pitt, McCoy 
exploded onto the scene by setting a then-Big East freshman @ 
rushing record with 1,328 yards. He broke Tony Dorsett’s Pitt team's No. 2 rusher with 668 yards and eight 
freshman records for points (90) and rushing touchdowns touchdowns. Bradford began his final season as 
(14). He ended his first season by rushing for 148 yards as the yo! be Y| the starter and ended his career with a 212-yard 
Panthers, a 28-point underdog, shocked West Virginia in the ~~ >, swan song in a win over rival UCLA. He 
Backyard Brawl. McCoy earned unanimous Freshman All- rushed for 1,585 yards and 16 touchdowns as 
America honors as well as the Big East Freshman of the @ : a Trojan. 
Year award. As a sophomore, McCoy rushed for 1,403 @» J (Usew’ 
yards and 23 touchdowns and was named to several All- : ' 29. TIM TEBOW, OB 
America teams. He declared for the NFL Draft after only two sea- PONTA VERDA BEACH, FL, FLORIDA 
sons at Pitt and was selected by the Philadelphia Eagles in the Tebow might be the most decorated player 
in the history of college football. He won two 


second round in 2009. 
national championship rings and a Heisman 
23. DEON BEASLEY, CB, ORANGE, TX, TEXAS Trophy, and he set a slew of school, conference 
Beasley played in 45 games in his four-year career, with 12 and national records. As a freshman, Tebow 
starts. He recorded 99 tackles, 18 passes deflected, three interceptions and two sacks. 


24. JAMAR HORNSBY, ATH, JACKSONVILLE, FL, FLORIDA 

Asa sign of things to come, Hornsby was suspended for five games of his redshirt fresh- 
man season (2007) for illegally selling his complimentary game tickets. Then in May 2008, 
he was arrested for using the credit card of a former Florida student who had been killed in 
a motorcycle accident the previous October. He was kicked off the Florida football team 
and eventually signed with Ole Miss in February 2009, though he never played a down for 
the Rebels. Hornsby was released from his scholarship in July 2009 after he was indicted on 
a felony assault charge for attacking a man with brass knuckles in March 2009 at a Mec- 
Donald's drive-thru. Last summer, Hornsby was sentenced to six months in prison and fined. 
However, his second crime violated the terms of his first arrest’s probation and resulted in 
another 90-day jail sentence that began in February. 


25. NATE BYHAM, TE, FRANKLIN, PA, PITTSBURCH 

Byham made little impact in the passing game for the Panthers, finishing his career with 
47 receptions, 612 yards and three scores. But his final season was his best as a Panther de- 
spite catching only 10 passes. The bruising second-team All-Big East blocker paved the way 
for Dion Lewis’ record-setting freshman campaign in 2009. As one of the nation’s top block- 
ing tight ends, Byham was drafted by the 49ers in the sixth round of the 2010 NFL Draft, 


26. C.J. GABLE, ATH, SYLMAR, CA, USC 
Gable got his career started with a bang against Arkansas in 2006 when he became the 
first freshman running back to start a season opener for USC. Gable was a solid contribu- 


tor but saw his touches decrease every season, 
due in part to nagging injuries. He set career 
highs in 2008 with 617 yards and nine total 
touchdowns. Yet, he totaled only 355 yards 
rushing over his final two seasons with only 
one touchdown. 


27. JARRED FAYSON, ATH 
TAMPA, FL, FLORIDA 

Fayson earned a national championship ring 
with the Gators in 2006 and was a contributor 
at running back, wide receiver and on special 
teams in 2007. After deciding to transfer to IIli- 
nois, Fayson sat out the 2008 campaign. He 
played sparingly in 2009, finishing with 16 
catches for 218 yards and one touchdown. He 
became a bigger part of the offense as a senior 
in 2010, setting career highs in receptions (38) 


and yards (355). 


28. ALLEN BRADFORD, ATH 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA, USC 

The safety turned running back saw action 
in 24 of his first 26 games for the Trojans before 
a bad hip injury ended his junior season. He 
was allowed to redshirt that season (2008) and 
returned to the lineup in 2009, finishing as the 


ae | 
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Sapp: Danny Murphy; Aldridge: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


McCoy: Bruce Schwartzman; Tebow: Tom DiPace 


performed spot duty on a national championship team. The following season, Tebow became the 
first player in Division I history to throw and run for 20 touchdowns in a season — also becoming 
the first sophomore to claim the Heisman. He led the 2008 Gators to an SEC title and the 
school’s second national championship in three years. As a senior, he saw his bid for a third na- 
tional title come up short when the Gators lost to Alabama in the 2009 SEC Championship 
Game. The Maxwell and Davey O’Brien Trophy winner finished his UF career with 
i yards passing, 2,947 yards rushing and 145 total touchdowns. The Denver 


Broncos traded up to select Tebow with the 25th pick in the 2010 NFL Draft. 


: 30. CONNOR SMITH, OL, CINCINNATI OH, OHIO STATE 

The son of former Buckeye offensive lineman Joe Smith (1979-82) 
earned Gatorade Ohio Player of the Year honors in 2005. He was a 
four-year lettermen for the Buckeyes but did not start a game in his 
career. 


31. RICKY SAPP, DE, BAMBERG, $C, CLEMSON 

Sapp continued the recent trend of stellar defensive ends at Clem- 
son. The three-year starter played in 50 games, starting 36. He fin- 
ished his Tiger career with 160 tackles, 41 tackles for a loss and 16 
sacks. Sapp was selected in the fifth round of the 2010 NFL Draft 
by the Philadelphia Eagles. 


32. AKEEM HEBRON, LB, GAITHERSBURG, MD, CEORGIA 

After spending one season redshirting and another at junior college, 
Hebron finally hit the field in a Georgia uniform in 2008. He appeared in only 16 games over 
his three seasons in Athens. His tenure was marred by a severe ankle injury suffered near the end 
of the 2008 season. He made 10 total tackles in his Bulldog career. 


33. BRANDON SPIKES, LB, SHELBY, NC, FLORIDA 

Spikes lettered as a true freshman on the 2006 national championship team, then stepped into 
a starting role as a sophomore and quickly established himself as the heart and soul of the Gator 
defense. The 2009 first-team All-American finished his career with 39 starts (in 47 games), 307 
toral tackles, 31.5 tackles for a loss and 6.5 sacks. He was a Butkus Award finalist, won two na- 
tional championships and was a two-time All-SEC performer. An eye-gouging incident against 
Georgia running back Washaun Ealey generated questions about his character and likely cost 
the star linebacker a chance at being a first-round pick. The New England Patriots selected Spikes 
with the 62nd overall pick in the 2010 draft. 


34. JAMES ALDRIDCE, RB, ST. LOUIS, MO, NOTRE DAME 

After dealing with a knee injury that limited him to only seven games his freshman 
season, Aldridge became the first Irish running back to top the 100-yard mark in his 
first career start since Tony Fisher in 1999 when he gained 104 yards against Michi- 
gan State in 2007. It was one of only two 100-yard games in his career. Aldridge led 
Notre Dame in rushing as a sophomore but never lived up to the lofty recruiting sta- 
tus. He finished his career with only 979 yards and three scores. 


35. ANTONIO LOGAN-EL, OL, FORESTVILLE, MD, PENN STATE 

In one of the more disrespectful signing announcements, Logan-El, a one-time 
Maryland commitment, tossed several hats to the ground at a crowded restaurant be- 
fore picking Penn State. He lasted only one season, however. He transferred to Tow- 
son but spent only one year with the Tigers. He quit football for good in August 2008. 


36. DORIN DICKERSON, ATH, IMPERIAL, PA, PITTSBURGH 

Dickerson began his career as a wide receiver, playing in eight games as a freshman. 
As a sophomore, he was moved to strong-side linebacker and played in all 12 games. 
In his junior season, his first as a tight end, he started two games. Dickerson then ex- 
ploded onto the scene as a senior, earning All-America honors after catching 49 passes 
for 529 yards and 10 touchdowns. Dickerson was selected by the Houston Texans in 
the seventh round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 


37. DEMARCO MURRAY, RB, LAS VECAS, NV, OKLAHOMA 

After redshirting in 2006, Murray took little time making his presence felt, scoring 
five touchdowns against North Texas in his first game as a Sooner. The dynamic triple- 
threat performer dealt with multiple injuries during his time in Norman, but that 
did not keep him from becoming OU’s career all-purpose yards record-holder with 


i 
6,498. Murray also owns the T 
Sooner school mark for career 
touchdowns (64) and career re- q 
ceiving yards by a running back 
(1,512 on 157 receptions). He 


finished with 3,685 rushing yards 
in 50 career games. 


38. DEANTWAN WHITEHEAD, DE, 
BIRMINGHAM, AL, LOUISVILLE 

Nicknamed “Peanut,” the defensive end 
played in all 13 games as a freshman and the 
first nine games of his sophomore season. But 
shortly after sustaining an injury against West 
Virginia in November 2007, Whitehead was 
diagnosed with congenital cervical spinal steno- 
sis, permanently ending his football career. 


39. CARL JOHNSON, OL, 
DURHAM, NC, FLORIDA 

Johnson redshirted during the Gators’ na- 
tional championship run in 2006. By 2008, he 
was entrenched as the starting left guard as the 
Gators won the national title. He finished his 
career with 33 starts in 50 career games. “Big 
Carl” was diagnosed with Crohn's disease dur- 
ing his freshman year, which has led in part to 
his weight troubles, At 361 pounds, Johnson 
was the heaviest player at the 2011 Combine. 


40. KONRAD REULAND, TE, 
MISSION VIEJO, CA, NOTRE DAME 

Reuland played in only 10 games at Notre 
Dame before transferring to Saddleback (Calif.) 
College in September of his sophomore season. 
He then enrolled at Stanford, where he caught 
27 passes for 351 yards in two-plus seasons. 
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JURISPRUDENCE 


THERE IS NO METHOD 
TO THE MADNESS 


by Brett McMurphy 


ez Bryant lied about eating din- 

ner with Deion Sanders. A.J. 

Green sold his bowl jersey. Jim 

Tressel withheld information 

from his employers regarding 
NCAA violations committed by several of his 
best players. 

Bryant missed an entire season. Green was 
forced to sit out four games. Tressel will make 
over $3.5 million dollars this season. 

Fair? Of course not. Welcome to today’s 
world of college athletics. 

In the past several years, we've seen coaches 
and bowl executives ask for and accept illegal 
payments and benefits. We've had some (al- 
leged) pay-for-play schemes. We've had players 
selling memorabilia, getting free tattoos and re- 


$1,000 to a sports agent. The NCAA sus- 
pended him immediately for the first four 
games of the 2010 season. 

Meanwhile, at Ohio State, quarterback Ter- 
relle Pryor and four teammates sold jerseys, 
championship rings, trophies and other mem- 
orabilia to a Columbus, Ohio, tattoo parlor 
owner. They also received improper benefits 
from the tattoo parlor and its owner. Pryor re- 
ceived $2,500 for his items, and the other four 
teammates each received between $1,000- 
1,500. The announcement came a week before 
the Sugar Bowl, prompting bowl CEO Paul 
Hoolahan to lobby the school and the Big Ten 
to allow the five Buckeyes to play “to preserve 
the integrity” of the game. So, the five players 
from Tattoo U. participated in the Sugar Bowl, 


And we haven't even mentioned the penal- 
ties (or lack thereof) involving the saga of 
Auburn quarterback Cam Newton and his fa- 
ther’s alleged pay-for-play plan, or Tressel’s 
laundry list of lies and deceit at Ohio State. Or 
USC and Reggie Bush, North Carolina and 
agents, Alabama and agents, Oregon and re- 
cruiting services, and on and on and on. 

“The NCAA has either changed its rules or 
they now also believe in Santa Claus and the 
Easter Bunny,” says Tom Penders, former bas- 
ketball coach at Houston and Texas. 

“It’s totally fine now for recruiters to pay off 
parents, relatives or friends of a recruit as long 
as the athlete doesn’t know what’s going on. 
Wow, the NCAA has just opened a can of mag- 
gots that they may never recover from. 


The most troubling aspect is the lack of consistency or, in some cases, 
just common sense. To paraphrase a popular NCAA infraction, the NCAA itself 
is suffering from a lack of institutional accountability. 


ceiving hundred-dollar handshakes from boost- 
ers. And, most notably, we've had coaches and 
players lying to school and NCAA officials to 
cover up illegal acts and/or to keep players eli- 
gible. 

Even with all the corruption, what gives off 
an even bigger stench is the way the NCAA has 
been consistently inconsistent in dealing with 
some of the rule-breakers. 

Here are a couple of examples. Please try to 
follow along. It’s not easy. 

In May 2009, Bryant, then a standout wide 
receiver at Oklahoma State, dined with Sanders 
— which was nota rules violation — but then 
lied about it to NCAA investigators. He was 
suspended for the rest of the 2009 season, a 10- 
game penalty that ultimately ended his college 
career. 

A year later, Tennessee basketball coach 
Bruce Pearl misled and lied to NCAA investi- 
gators. He hosted a barbecue at his house and 
invited a high school junior, which was against 
the rules. Then a photo of Pearl and the player 
surfaced, and Pearl claimed he was unaware 
where the photo had been taken. Surprise: It 
was shot in Pearl's home. Pearl’s punishment 
for lying to the NCAA and allegedly asking a 
recruit to lie on his behalf? A measly eight- 
game suspension during a 34-game season — 
or two fewer games than Bryant received a year 
earlier for not breaking any NCAA rules. (It 
must be noted that Pearl’s suspension was 
handed down by the SEC — not the NCAA.) 

Then there was Green, an All-America wide- 
out at Georgia. He had the audacity to sell his 
Independence Bowl game-worn jersey for 


and the NCAA said the suspensions would not 
take effect until next year, even though there 
was a very real possibility none of the players 
would return in 2011. 

NCAA: Non-Consistent Athletic Associa- 
tion. 

Okay, so non-consistent isn’t a word. I made 
it up. Just as it appears, based on the incredible 
amount of inconsistency in the past several 
months, that the NCAA is making up its pun- 
ishments on the fly. 


“Important safety tip: 
Players cannot sell their own stuff. 
The school and the NCAA can 
sell the players, though.” 


— Tweet from ESPN basketball analyst, 
lawyer and former Duke center Jay Bilas 


“There isn’t a coach in any sport in the 
NCAA that can believe how the NCAA ruled 
in Cam Newton's case.” 

Ah yes, the Cam Newton case. Daddy (al- 
legedly) offered up his son for $180,000. The 
NCAA said Newton's father broke rules by 
shopping his son to another school, but New- 
ton’s punishment was basically nothing. He 
was ruled ineligible on a weekday and rein- 
stated less than a day later. He never missed a 
game. He went on to win the Heisman Trophy 
and led Auburn to the BCS national title. 

“Important safety tip: Players cannot sell 
their own stuff,” ESPN basketball analyst and 
former Duke center Jay Bilas tweeted. “The 
school and the NCAA can sell the players, 
though.” 

In the Newton case, the NCAA opened a 
huge loophole in its enforcement process. Any 
player who is for sale during his recruitment 
simply needs to shift the blame to a family 
member or friend and use the Sgt. Schultz de- 
fense from “Hogan’s Heroes’: “I know nothing! 
Nothing! I see nothing!” 

Sonny Vaccaro, the basketball power-broker 
who has had some battles through the years 
with the NCAA, was shocked by the ruling. 

“The NCAA just gave cover to every middle 
man in the country,” Vaccaro told Yahoo! 
Sports. “The kids never know. In all my years, 
I've never heard of a kid being involved in the 
negotiation. You think they ask? Of course not. 
Their mom asks. Their coach asks. Their 
cousin asks. This is crazy.” 

Crazy pretty much sums up Pearl’s and Tres- 
sel’s behavior. As the supposed leaders of young 
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men, these two coaches continued telling fibs 
and spinning yarns right up until the moment 
that they got caught. 

Joe Gottfried was an athletic director at 
South Alabama for 26 years until retiring in 
2009. He was absolutely exasperated by the 
Pearl situation. 

After Pearl intentionally misled and lied to 
NCAA investigators, the school held a press 
conference to announce the NCAA violations. 
During the press conference, Pearl wept, say- 
ing he was so, so sorry. It will never happen 
again, he vowed. Yet, four days later, he al- 
legedly committed another violation, making 
improper contact with a recruit. 

“T was in college athletics for almost 40 years, 
and it really bothers me personally,” Gottfried 
told The New York Times. “How do you look 
a faculty member or a student-athlete in the 
eye if you're condoning cheating or lying more 
than once? When you get recruits to lie, how 
far will you go? I would be embarrassed if I was 
a trustee or an alum of Tennessee.” 

Pearl was fired — but not until after the sea- 
son ended and the Vols had made the NCAA 


Tournament. 


“l also think (the NCAA) may 
be a little misguided. 

I think sometimes, instead of 
going after the bank robbers, 
we're going after 
the parking violators.” 


— Rich Rodriguez 


“It’s totally fine now for recruiters to pay off parents, relatives or 
friends of a recruit as long as the athlete doesn’t know what's going on. 
Wow, the NCAA has just opened a can of maggots that they may 
never recover from. There isn't a coach in any sport in the NCAA 
that can believe how the NCAA ruled in Cam Newton's case.” 


Tressel, meanwhile, remains employed — 
somehow — despite a paper trail as long as 
Script Ohio. 

Tressel received an e-mail in April 2010 no- 
tifying him that two of his players were selling 
memorabilia — which is against NCAA rules 
— to a man who was the subject of a federal 
drug-trafficking case. Tressel’s e-mail response: 
“T will get on it ASAP.” 

However, Tressel did not mention it to Ohio 
State athletic director Gene Smith or the 
school’s compliance department for nine 
months. If he had, it’s possible the players 
would have been ruled ineligible for the season, 
costing the Buckeyes a sixth consecutive Big 
Ten crown. 

Tressel’s reasoning: He was worried that sit- 
ting the players during the season would raise 
a “whole new set of questions.” 

So basically Tressel withheld information 
about players breaking NCAA rules, and he 
was suspended for a grand total of two games, 
against Akron and Toledo, a pair of Mid-Amer- 
ican teams that are considered neither Legends 
nor Leaders. Tressel also was fined $250,000 
for violating NCAA rules by failing to notify 


school officials. Last season, Tressel made $3.89 


— Tom Penders 


million, so his $250,000 fine is the equivalent 
of about a $6,400 fine for someone making 
$100,000. Hardly life-changing. 

Adding to the lunacy was the reaction from 
Ohio State president E. Gordon Gee. He was 
asked if he considered firing Tressel since, you 
know, the coach basically broke NCAA rules 
and then violated clauses in his contract by cov- 
ering up the NCAA violations. 

“No, are you kidding me?” Gee said. “Let me 
be very clear: I’m just hoping the coach doesn’t 
dismiss me.” 

Tressel violated NCAA Bylaw 10.1, requir- 
ing coaches and others to be truthful and forth- 
coming about possible NCAA violations. The 
Columbus Dispatch reported that since 2006, 
the NCAA had sanctioned 27 schools for vio- 
lating Bylaw 10.1. OF the 27 schools, there 
were 12 coaches involved. Only one before 
Tressel kept his job. The others either resigned 
or were fired by their schools. 

Despite Ohio State's seven full-time employ- 
ees in its compliance office, one of the largest in 
the country, the NCAA indicated — with a 
straight face — that the Ohio State players “did 
not receive adequate rules education during the 
time period the violations occurred.” 
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Yer from 2000-09, Ohio State reported 375 
violations to the NCAA — the most in the 
country among the 69 schools who submitted 
records for the investigation, according to the 
Dispatch. 

Ohio State later appealed to have the play- 
ers’ suspensions reduced, but was not success- 
ful. At the same time, Tressel took one for the 
team. He “volunteered” to increase his suspen- 
sion from two games to five games. 

The most troubling aspect is the lack of con- 
sistency or, in some cases, just common sense. 
To paraphrase a popular NCAA infraction, the 
NCAA itself is suffering from a lack of institu- 
tional accountability. 


had absolutely no knowledge of the loans, but 
it didn’t matter to the NCAA this time. 

“This outcome appears to be inconsistent 
with other recent, widely discussed NCAA de- 
cisions,” said Baylor athletic director Ian 
McCaw, not so subtly referring to the NCAA's 
handling of the 2010 Heisman Trophy winner. 

Then there is UConn basketball coach Jim 
Calhoun. In February, he was cited by the 
NCAA “for failure to promote an atmosphere 
of compliance.” As part of the penalties, Cal- 
houn received a three-game suspension from 
the NCAA. The organization stipulated that 
Calhoun sit out three games next season, but 
he volunteered to serve the suspension imme- 


world of sports is going on here?” 

That's the biggest complaint from fans, 
coaches and athletes about the NCAA’s recent 
rulings: What in the wide, wide world of sports 
is going on here? 

NCAA President Mark Emmert has finally 
acknowledged that there is a problem main- 
taining credibility with the public. 

“The integrity of the collegiate model of ath- 
letics right now is challenged in lots of ways,” 
Emmert said in March. “Any time you've got 
high-profile, controversial cases, people walk 
away scratching their head and we had some of 
those this year. We have to be clear about what 
our values are, what we're trying to promote, 


“The integrity of the collegiate model of athletics right now is challenged in a lot of ways. 
Any time you've got high-profile, controversial cases, people walk away scratching their 
heads, and we've had some of those this year.” 

— NCAA President Mark Emmert 


“T think the power the major conferences 
have over the NCAA is significant,” Gottfried 
told the Times. “Unless they send a strong mes- 
sage, this will continue. There is no deterrent. 
I think the deterrent is going to come in the 
form of the infractions committee.” 

Besides the examples listed already, there are 
dozens of others. These aren't simple apples-to- 
apples — or make that rotten-apples-to-rotten- 
apples — comparisons, but the differing 
punishments are mind-boggling. 

In the NCAA’ report of USC's football team 
in 2010, the sport’s governing body cited “un- 
ethical conduct” and “failure to report knowl- 
edge of NCAA violations.” The NCAA also 
found USC assistant coach Todd McNair had 
or should have had knowledge of violations in- 
volving former USC running back Reggie 
Bush's receipt of improper benefits and should 
have reported them. 

The NCAA nailed McNair for “signing a 
document certifying he had no knowledge of 
NCAA violations.” Tressel signed the same 
document at Ohio State. 

Also, USC tailback Dillon Baxter served a 
one-game suspension for receiving a golf cart 
ride across campus from another student — 
who also happened to be a certified NFL agent. 
Did the punishment fit the crime? 

In March, Baylor freshman forward Percy 
Jones was ruled ineligible by the NCAA be- 
cause his mother accepted a series of three 
short-term loans from his summer coach. Jones 


diately during the 2010-11 season. The NCAA 
said no. 

Why would the NCAA delay the suspen- 
sion? What if Calhoun chose not to return for 
the 2011-12 season? Then he basically would 
not have been punished. 

To quote Slim Pickens’ character Taggart in 
Blazing Saddles: “What in the wide, wide 


“Let me be very clear: 
I'm just hoping the coach 
doesn’t dismiss me.” 


— Ohio State president E. Gordon Gee 


how we go about our business.” 

Former Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez be- 
lieves the NCAA is too worried about enforc- 
ing the minor rules and not taking care of the 
bigger problems facing the sport. 

“T also think (the NCAA) may be a little mis- 
guided,” Rodriguez says. “I think sometimes, 
instead of going after the bank robbers, we're 
going after the parking violators.” 

The parking violators and the bank robbers 
are making a lot of money these days, record 
amounts of money. At least 63 college football 
coaches earned more than $1 million last year 
— led by Alabama's Nick Saban, who topped 
the $6 million mark in 2010, according to the 
Tuscaloosa News. 

The parking violators and bank robbers are 
also selling a lot of books. Ironically, Tressel had 
to cancel a book signing earlier this year to ap- 
pear at a press conference about his NCAA vi- 
olations. Tressel’s book is titled: Life Promises 
for Success: Promises From God on Achieving 
Your Best. It’s a follow up to his 2008 book: 
The Winners Manual: For The Game of Life. 

Winners Manual? The most recent public 
figure to use “winning” as a rallying cry had a 
huge meltdown. And that's exactly what is in 
store for the NCAA if there aren’t some drastic 
changes made, according to former Ivy League 
commissioner Jeff Orleans. 

“The asteroid,” said Orleans on HBO’s 
Real Sports, “is waiting to hit planet college 
athletics.” 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 31 


Aaron Murray (far right) had to bide his 
time during a frustrating — but ultimately 
neficial — redshirt season, a rite of 

future stars. 
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The redshirt season — that transition from hyped 
recruit to game-day spectator — is a painful and 
humbling but sometimes necessary step in a 
player’s development 

by Michael Bradley 


bout halfway through the 2009 season, Aaron Murray finally under- 

stood. It hadn’t been an easy couple of months for the Georgia freshman. 

He had played quarterback since he was about eight years old, and that 

meant a game every Friday or Saturday during the fall. The idea of run- 
ning some other team’s offense every week, soaking in the ambience of SEC foot- 
ball on the road and signaling plays from the sidelines didn’t exactly appeal to 
him. 

“Tm a competitor,” Murray says. “I wanted to play.” 

Instead of arriving in Athens from Plant Senior High School in Tampa and 
walking into a starting position, Murray redshirted while fifth-year senior Joe Cox 
ran the offense. Murray piloted the scout team and tried to learn as much as he 
could from Bulldogs’ offensive coordinator Mike Bobo and Cox. Although Mur- 
ray now admits it was “beneficial” to take the year off, his attitude during the first 
part of the 09 campaign wasn’t so positive. 

“Not playing every Friday and Saturday stunk,” he says. “In the end, it was the 
best thing for me. It helped me (in 2010) with the adjustment.” 

It certainly did. Murray had a dynamic debut for the Bulldogs, throwing for 
3,049 yards — the second-most ever by an SEC freshman — and completing 
61.1 percent of his passes. He threw 24 TD passes and only eight interceptions 
while compiling a 154.48 passer rating, 14th in the country. He was a consensus 
freshman All-American and enters the ’11 season as one of the rising QB stars in 
the country. Without the year to learn and grow, Murray probably wouldn't have 
had such an impressive debut. 

“When you're a quarterback in the SEC, the more reps you get, the more pre- 
pared you are,” Murray says. “SEC defenses are fast, and every day when I was 
going against our (first-team) defense, it taught me what I can and can't do as a 
quarterback.” 

Across the FBS landscape, players like Murray experience an introduction to 
football that is much different from what they dream about — and are often sold 
— during recruiting. Instead of thrilling fans with their exploits, they become 
fans, cheering on the players they help prepare during the week. It’s a humbling 
experience, but it has a great benefit for player and team. Bodies grow stronger and 
more capable of handling full-time work against 22-year-old men. But it isn’t easy 
to wait, especially when other freshmen gain immediate playing time (based often 
on position or team need), and folks back home are wondering why you aren't 
playing. 

Murray's teammate, linebacker Christian Robinson, redshirted a year earlier 
and felt left out while lifting and practicing on the scout team. Unlike Murray, he 
didn’t travel with the team. Mostly, he just waited his turn. 

“Everybody forgets your name,” Robinson says. “The recruiting is over. They 
got you.” 

Some players know ahead of time they will be sitting out, especially if they play 
on the line, where size and strength requirements mandate a year of close en- 


ATHLONSPORTS:COM 33 


counters with the weight room and a regular 
diet of protein shakes. But at a time when more 
true freshmen than ever are making contribu- 
tions at the highest levels (11 true freshman, 
including starting running back Michael Dyer, 
were on BCS national champ Auburn's depth 
chart last season), waiting can be a severe blow 
to a former prep star's ego. 

“Some of my friends from home would say, 
“We didn’t see you on Saturday. Where are 
you?” Robinson says. “I told them, ‘I’m work- 
ing.’ You have to learn not to take yourself so 
seriously.” 

Redshirting is hardly a new concept, even 
though the process was quite an eye-opener for 
Murray and Robinson. The first recorded red- 
shirt season occurred in 1937, when Nebraska 
sophomore guard Warren Alfson requested a 


can't always be the case, especially with line- 
men. When NC State redshirt freshman Andy 
Jomantas played at Chaminade-Julienne High 
School in Dayton, Ohio, he was 6'7", 235 
pounds, hardly the ideal weight for a collegiate 
offensive tackle. Just about every one of the 
schools recruiting him (he had interest from 
Kansas, Cincinnati, UConn and some MAC 
schools, in addition to NC State) talked about 
redshirting. Only Ball State said he would get 
an immediate opportunity to play. That’s what 
happens when you go from an outside line- 
backer your freshman year of high school to the 
O-line as a senior. 

Jomantas spent the 2010 season on the Wolf 
pack scout team, dressing only for home games 
and staying in Raleigh when the team played 
on the road. He would arrive at the stadium 45 


“Everybody forgets your name. 
The recruiting is over. They got you.” 


— Redshirted linebacker Christian Robinson of Georgia 


year off because there were too many experi- 
enced players ahead of him at his position. Al 
son's decision was a good one, since he became 
an All-Big 6 guard in 1939 and an All-Ameri- 
can in ’40. The practice gained popularity in 
the 1960s, when schools began to sit players 
out during their sophomore seasons (freshmen 
were ineligible) in order to get more out of 
them down the line. Some tried to abolish the 
practice, and the fledgling AFL enraged schools 
by signing players after their fourth seasons in 
college, reasoning that since their classes had 
graduated, they were fair game. 

Redshirting grew in popularity in the ’70s 
and °80s, as schools built strong pipelines of 
more mature players who would give teams ad- 
vantages as they reached their fifth seasons on 
campus. But though some schools still redshirt, 
in large part to use time as an ally in making 
solid players capable of competing with rivals’ 
4- and 5-star talent, many are abandoning the 
practice. They cite better prep coaching as 
being responsible for freshmen’s increased 
preparation for immediate playing time and 
reason that if a player is going to leave school 
after three seasons, it’s best to get every bit of 
service out of him they can. 

“We can get them ready faster by throwing 
them into the fire and putting their redshirt 
year into the bank as security against future in- 
jury,” Florida State linebackers coach Greg 
Hudson says. “In this day of 85 scholarships, 
the future is now. If you can play, you play.” 

Coaches may want every incoming player to 
contribute, if only on special teams, but thar 
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minutes before the game and put on his uni- 
form; since he wasn’t playing, there was no 
need to warm up. He did have one thrill, get- 
ting to carry the American flag onto the field 
for the Pack’s season opener against Western 
Carolina after being named scout team Player 
of the Week. But that was the most action he 
saw on game days. The rest of his time was 
spent emulating the tackles NC State’s defense 
would face from week to week, and that was all 
right with him. 

“Tr’s not like 1 wasn't getting enough foot- 
ball,” Jomantas says. “I tried to look at the dif- 
ferent guys I was imitating each week and do 
the best I could. One week, I was (Boston Col- 
lege All-American) Anthony Costanzo. I don’t 
know how well I did it, especially with him. 
But it kept it interesting for me, and it helped 
the defense, too.” 

Jomantas and his mates got the opportunity 
to lift more often than other young players, 
since they had free run of the weight room 
when the team was on the road. He also fo- 
cused on his weight-gain program and emerged 
from his redshirt season weighing 280 pounds, 
after arriving on campus at about 260, “I defi- 
nitely learned a lot,” he says. “I realized how 
different the game is. It’s a lor faster. I think I 
matured as a football player.” 

Towa senior Mike Daniels experienced a sim- 
ilar situation to Jomantas, arriving on campus 
as a 230-pound defensive tackle in need of 
some serious bulking up in order to handle 
trench life in the Big Ten. He had genetics on 
his side, since “my dad’s a pretty big guy, and 


the men on my mother’s side are pretty tall, so 
it’s in the genes,” but Daniels also needed time. 
And he needed Iowa strength and conditioning 
coach Chris Doyle, who helped him become 
the 275-pound bulwark he is today, “Coach 
Doyle is a genius when it comes to building up 
players,” Daniels says. 

Like Robinson, Daniels experienced some 
difficulty with the idea of sitting out, but he 
quickly overcame his disappointment and con- 
centrated on improving his technique by prac- 
ticing on the scout team against Hawkeye 
starters. He was also able to get close with his 


fellow redshirts, something that he believes has 
served them as they have continued at Iowa. 

“(Redshirting) builds a bond,” he says. 
“You're on the scout team together. You're in 
meetings together. You live with each other in 
the dorm. During away games, there’s nothing 
to do but get together and watch the team play 
on TV. It’s a great team-building experience.” 

When Daniels’ brother, Sean, arrived at Tem- 
ple last summer as a freshman, he had no idea 
whether he was going to play or sit out a year. 
“But I had the right mindset,” he says. “I went 
out to grind every day and earn a spot.” Sean 
did play for the Owls, registering 10 tackles 
and four sacks as a defensive end, but admits 
that being on the field made his adjustment to 
college tougher. “It was time-consuming,” he 
says. “You had to know how to plan your day. 
The coaching staff helped me.” 

While Sean Daniels was taking a double class 
load as a freshman, studying in school and in 
the football meeting room, Pittsburgh senior 
defensive tackle Myles Caragein had the op- 
portunity as a freshman to focus on academics 
by sitting out on the gridiron. Instead of study- 
ing film and gameplans along with his course- 
work, Caragein was able to lay a groundwork 
for future academic success without the pres- 
sure of having to perform on Saturday. 


Robinson: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Daniels: Mike McGinnis 


“When I first came to college, there was a shock about what school was 
like,” he says. “You have to learn time management and to pace yourself. It’s 
different than high school. You have to learn how to manage class and foot- 
ball. It was nice to ease into it. I didn’t have to learn all the defenses every 
week. I was able to get used to academics and classes.” 

There are obvious benefits to the redshirt year but some challenges, too. 
Garth Gerhart, a three-year starter at Arizona State who earned honorable 
mention All-Pac-10 honors last year, says that it can be tough to remain mo- 
tivated when you don’t expect to get on the field every week. Even though he 
dressed for all games while redshirting — due to a lack of depth along the 
line, he was on call as a reserve — Gerhart still had to concoct reasons to re- 
main engaged at each practice. For some, there is a temptation to back off a 
bit and save maximum effort for the next season, when there's a chance to 
play. 

“It’s really hard,” Gerhart says. “Everybody that is a college recruit was a big 
star in high school and played every Friday night. When you get to college, 
you're nobody until you prove yourself. 

“You go to practice and ask, “Why bring it if I’m not going to play on Sat- 
urday?’ When youre on the scout team, and you're going against the starters 
all the time, they know what you do, and it’s a drag. But you have to look at 
it as an opportunity to become a better football player.” 


“(Redshirting) builds a bond. You're on the 
scout team together. You're in meetings 
together. You live with each other in the 
dorm. During away games, there’s nothing to 
do but get together and watch the team play 
on TV. It’s a great team-building experience.” 


— lowa senior Mike Daniels 


Caragein says Pitt’s road games were the toughest parts for him. While the 
team — including some true freshman — traveled, he was left behind. At 
times, that shook his confidence. “You see guys you came in with going to 
the game, and you question, “What did I do differently?” That's where the 
Pitt coaching staff came in. They kept checking in on Caragein and the other 
redshirts, trying to keep them going. “They didn’t want us to shut down and 
not get better,” he says. 

Notall redshirts are kept off the field in order to grow, strengthen and ma- 
ture. Some, like Oklahoma State’s Daytawion Lowe, have no choice. Lowe 
played in 11 games in 2009, primarily on special teams, and was expected to 
be the Cowboys’ backup strong safety in ’10. But he tore his labrum during 
a 7-on-7 drill last July and missed the season while rehabbing from surgery. 
He did have the chance to go home — Midwest City is not far from Still- 
water — and see his family, and his rehab kept him busy. “It also lets you 
focus on a lot of other things you might not be focused on if you're playing 
football,” Lowe says, referring primarily to schoolwork and social life. But he 
admits that, “It was really tough,” missing the season. “It hurt a lot, watch- 
ing and knowing I could be out there.” 

But Lowe will be ready for 2011, and like his fellow redshirts, those first 
practices after a year off from competition will be quite exciting. He says he'll 
“take it one day ata time,” but you can sense the anticipation. Not that any- 
one could blame Lowe. Caragein says he “was definitely champing at the bit” 
the spring after his redshirt year, because he would have a chance to compete 
for playing time. During bowl practices last year, NC State offensive coordi- 
nator Dana Bible told Jomantas, “Don't be afraid to step on some toes.” That 
wasnt a problem for the tackle, who told Bible, “I’m not.” After waiting a 
whole season to play, Jomantas was ready to step on a lot more than that. 
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If you thought coach Nick Saban was miserable after 
the Crimson Tide won the 2009 BCS national title game, 
just imagine what the most recent offseason was like for his 
players. 
The first indication that life in Tuscaloosa wouldn't be so 
sweet came on Jan. 1, when Bama eviscerated a 10-win 
Michigan State team — Saban’s former employer — in the 
Capital One Bowl. Then came Saban’s comments after the 
spring game, when he talked about how good the team 
would be if it had belief, commitment, trust and faith. 
Those, of course were codes for work, labor, toil and sweat. 
Oh, and be willing to have your butt chewed out every five 
minutes or so. 
Saban knows how to build winners, all right. That's why 
last year was so detestable. The Tide lost three games in the 
SEC, including a 24-point choke job at home against 
Auburn. Saban could almost smell the complacency 
throughout the program in the wake of the ’09 title game 
win over Texas. That's probably why he acted as if the cel- 
ebratory aftermath were toxic waste. 
It’s back to work for the Tide, and Bama has plenty of 
tools at its disposal. The loss of quarterback Greg McElroy 
stings, but look at what's back. The defense, which broke 
down against South Carolina, LSU and famously versus 
Auburn, ought to be the best in the country, even without 
interior beast Marcell Dareus. Linebacker Dont’a High- 
tower and safety Mark Barron will be All-America fixtures, 
but that’s not all. Alabama has so many good linebackers it 
could play a 2-5 scheme this year. Courtney Upshaw, C.J. 
Mosley, Jerrell Harris and Nico Johnson are all standouts in 
Kirby Smart's 3-4 base. Joining Barron in the secondary are 
Robert Lester, who picked off eight passes last year, and Dre 
Kilpatrick, who snared three. Dareus will be missed up 
front, but Damion Square and Josh Chapman are top shelf. 
McElroy and wideout Julio Jones are gone, so it may be a 
while before the Tide can pile up the points. So, Bama will 
play ball control with Trent Richardson — who replaces 
2009 Heisman winner Mark Ingram — and an O-line that 
returns four starters and experience at the other spots. Or, 
like Alabama did in its spring game, it could just turn soph- 
omore AJ McCarron or redshirt freshman Phillip Sims 
loose and hope the quarterback and receivers Marquis Maze 
and Darius Hanks get it done. 
Whatever happens, expect a return to the intensity Saban 
demands — or get ready for real trouble. 
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Talk about your big years. Oklahoma not only won the Big 12 title, giving Nebraska a nice 
little kick out the door in the process, but the Sooners also won an actual BCS game after dropping 
five straight. Even though it was against Big East champ UConn, it still counts. Now, the Sooners can 


course, because there are some big holes to fill on 


defense, particularly up front and in the secondary. OKLAHOMA 
But don’t worry — standouts like linebacker Travis 

Lewis and zi Frank Alexander should handle S O O N E R S i— 
things until the new starters get comfortable. And 
it might not even matter how many points the Sooners give up, since their offense is going to be ca- 
pable of some pretty amazing stuff. All Landry Jones did last year was complete 66 percent of his passes 
and throw for 337 yards per game. Ryan Broyles is an All-America target, and the line is experienced. 
If the Sooners find a reliable back, they might just break the SEC’s national title stranglehold. 


————) 


It’s a good thing for the Ducks that Jim Harbaugh left Stanford and the rest of the Pac-12 is 
still trying to get it together, because Oregon has some people to replace. Three offensive line starters 
are gone. Three-quarters of the front four has left town, as have the top two receivers. It’s a wonder 
Phil Knight is still around. But quarterback Darron Thomas and running back LaMichael James are 
| still in Eugene, and that means coach Chip Kelly's Usain 


Bolt-style offense can still send opposing defensive coordi- OREGON ae" 

nators for the Prilosec. At times last year, Thomas made : 
| things look so easy, a lot of people thought defenders had D U G K S eee 
| heard a ref’s whistle and just stopped playing. James, mean- 
while, joins Stanford’s Andrew Luck atop the Heisman watch list and could gain 2,000 yards. This 
time, people will notice. Oregon's opener with LSU at Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, could 
establish the Ducks as the baddest birds around. Don't focus on who's gone. Look at who's back — 
and then try to catch them. You wont. 


M4 FLORIDA STATE 7 
dee SEMINOLES © wm poy 


good choice to 
replace Bobby Bowden, after all. That is, if you like trips to the confer- 
ence championship game, bowl wins, top-rated recruiting classes and a fu- 
ture brighter than the summer sun in Tallahassee. It’s always dangerous to 
win 10 games in your first season, because nine wins the next year looks 
like a step backward. But that’s not how the heads are facing at FSU. 
With 17 starters back — and both specialists — the Seminoles are loaded 
and ready to challenge Virginia Tech’s primacy in the ACC. What's even 
scarier is that if the Seminoles keep recruiting the way they have, Fisher's 
first couple years could look like rebuilding projects compared to what's 
coming down the line. Okay, so EJ Manuel has to step in at quarterback 
for Christian Ponder, but he’s played in plenty of big games and has the 
arm necessary to get the ball downfield. The Noles are loaded with proven 
skill players, boast one of the nation’s rising defensive stars in junior end 
Brandon Jenkins and are accumulating enough speed and athletic ability 


to start scaring those SEC fellas. 


BOISE STATE The Broncos take a step up into the Mountain West 


Conference, just in time to see BYU and Utah bolt and 

B R a N (z O S TCU arrange for a 2012 departure. By the time every- 
thing settles, Boise State might think it’s back in the WAC. 

Such is the crazy world of conference realignment. All that really means is that the Broncs have the chance 
to become the scourge of yet another league, and that begins this season, thanks to the return of quar- 
terback Kellen Moore, who will try to do the unimaginable: improve on last year’s performance. All he 
did was complete 71.3 percent of his passes for 3,845 yards, 35 TDs and just six picks. Doug Martin is 
back to handle the running game, and though Titus Young and Austin Pettis (71 catches each) are gone, 
since when is ita problem to find wideouts at Boise State? The defense might not be as nasty as last year’s 
unit, which allowed just 12.8 points per game, but that won't matter too much, so long as Moore stays 


healthy. BSU has a new home and should feel quite comfortable right away. 


Florida State: Bruce Schwartzman; Boise State: Paul Jasienski 
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Oklahoma, Oregon: Chris Covatta 
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A great paint job starts with Zinsser. 
Just one coat of Bulls Eye 1-2-3° Primer hides dark 
colors, blocks stains and seals the surface so you 
start painting with a fresh canvas. You'll get truer 
colors and a more even sheen. And, the pros know 
that one coat of tinted Bulls Eye 1-2-3 and one coat 
of paint will look better — and last longer — than 
two coats of paint. It's no wonder it’s the primer they 
prefer 2 to 1 over other brands. To paint like a pro, 


prime like a pro. Use Zinsser first. Visit zinsser.com. 
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F | G H 1 | N G | R | S H chorus strikes up, and Domers everywhere grab their hats 


and T-shirts out of the attic and start talking junk. After 
the Irish administered a beating to a Miami squad that clearly had no interest in being out in the cold 
during last season's Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas, one would think that Knute Rockne had risen from 
the dead and unleashed a 21st century version of the Four Horsemen (National Debt, Global Warm- 
ing, Cyberbullying and Snooki) on the college football world. Only this time, the high expectations 
might actually be warranted. If wideout Michael Floyd gets cleared to play this fall after his DUI 
charges in March, and a reliable starter can be found in the battle between Dayne Crist and Tommy 
Rees under center, Brian Kelly’s Irish offense should be pretty dangerous. And here’s a news flash 
from South Bend: Notre Dame is playing defense again. A trip to the mountain top is still far away, 
but the Fighting Irish are climbing. Really. 


If Florida State is really back, and Miami has designs on becoming great again under Al Golden, 

then the Hokies’ ACC dominance (three of the last four titles, four of seven) may be nearing an end. Not | 

that VT will go down quietly. Ever since joining the league, Frank Beamer’s bunch has treated it like a 
bunch of hoops schools trying to learn the 


a? Vi RG | Ni iA TECH gridiron game. Just because FSU has it going 
/ y 


again doesn’t mean the Hokies are going to 
fold. They're still at the top of the conference, 
even if they are without quarterback Tyrod 
Taylor and top runners Ryan Williams and Darren Evans. Logan Thomas, who used to play tight end, 
takes over for Taylor in what should be more of a conventional drop-back passing approach, while tail- 
back David Wilson leads the ground game. The Hokie defense got better last year and should be strong 
again, thanks in large part to linebacker Bruce Taylor and safety Eddie Whitley. Pick against Tech at your 
own risk, because even when they take a step back, the Hokies are usually better than what's around them. 


LSU 
TiGERS re 


Michigan offered Les Miles a pile of cash 
to return to Ann Arbor, but he stuck around 
Baton Rouge for obvious reasons. First, he’s 
still in the SEC, the roughest, toughest league 
around. Second, his Tigers could be damn 
good this year. Some people have even sug- 
gested LSU can win it all. That might be a 
stretch, but we'll find out just what Miles 
came back to in Week 1, when the Tigers 
take on Oregon down in Jerry Jones’ pleasure 
dome. We'll see then if quarterback Jordan 
Jefferson is finally ready to take control of the 
starting job and not relinquish it. We'll learn 
if the Tiger O-line is as dominantas Miles thinks it will be. Tailback Spencer Ware would like that. We'll 
also find out if the rest of the defense can become a unit that the deep LSU secondary will respect. And 
then there's Miles, who coached last year as if he had magic dust in his pocket, not to mention gum on | 
the ground. He's back for more, and it could be plenty more. 


| 
ER OHIO STATE 2222822 of young Buckeye fans will look at coach 
Ss =, 7 


Jim Tressel’s decision to give himself a five-game suspen- 

sion for covering up information about his players’ deci- 

sion to accept cash and prizes for memorabilia as a great 
display of character. Right. The NCAA still might have a little to say about Tressel’s judge/jury/perpetra- 
tor act. Until that happens, Luke Fickell is “in control” of the Buckeyes until early October, and Terrelle 
Pryor and Co. will be idle as well. Talk about a group that should remain busy. How well stand-ins per- 
form will determine whether the Bucks will make serious national waves or content themselves with a late 
run to the inaugural Big Ten title game. Pryor, tailback Dan Herron and wideout DeVier Posey will give 
OSU a dynamic offense, once they're off double-secret probation. The Buckeye defense wasn’t hurt too 
much by suspensions, but it did lose eight starters. Tressel will need a lot of youngsters to assume more 
responsibility. Sounds like he might be wanting to do a little of that, too. OSU has talent, and come Oc- 
tober, it will have a full roster. That means trouble for the Leaders and Legends in the Big Ten. 


E time the Fighting Irish have d ing | 
“—™ NOTRE DAME ete pu ke — 10 pes he ‘Notre opie 
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LSU: Courtland Richards; Ohio State: John Grieshop/Schwartzman 


Notre Dame: Steve Woltmann; Virginia Tech: Thom Kendall 


Nebraska; Paul Jasienski; Texas A&M: Chris Covatta 


Oklahoma State: ; Stanford: Kevin Bartram 


OEM, NEBRASKA The Cornhuskers sweep across the Plains into the 
( Big Ten like a series of gut punches and hope to make 


PRESEASON A 


a nasty first impression. To do that, though, Nebraska 
must find a way to balance an offense that last year was 
too run-heavy. That means quarterback Taylor Martinez must get more consistent throwing the ball or 
spend another season hearing coach Bo Pelini screaming at him. Just about everything else in Husker- 
land is in good shape. Running back Rex Burkhead is ready to deliver in a featured role, the O-line is 
dynamite, and the 1-2-3 punch of tackle Jared Crick, linebacker Lavonte David and cornerback Al- 
fonzo Dennard means the Black Shirts will be suitably nasty. Nebraska's decision to bolt the Big 12 
didn’t make it too popular among schools with which it had allied itself since 1907, but its new home 
fits just fine. Until, that is, the Huskers start winning big, and the rest of the conference wonders why 
the heck they admitted them in the first place. 


Aida TEXAS A&M Aggies fans should not spend a minute 
i thinking back on their heroes’ 41-24 loss to LSU 
A G G | E = in the Cotton Bowl. Remember, instead, the six- 

game winning streak that closed the regular sea- 

son and included triumphs over Texas, Oklahoma and Nebraska. Everybody who criticized the decision 
to hire Mike Sherman three years ago looks pretty silly right now, and if the Aggies make good on their 
2011 potential, Sherman might consider a run for governor. Nine starters are back on offense, includ- 
ing quarterback Ryan Tannehill, who took over midseason and looked great. Cyrus Gray is a dynamic 
tailback, and the A&M offensive front will be tough to crack. Although Von Miller is off to stardom in 
the NFL, the Aggie defense might actually be better, since its components will be more comfortable in 
Tim DeRuyter’s 3-4 scheme. It’s a great time to be an A&M fan, since the Aggies are on the rise, and 


| 


Texas is struggling. There’s still work to do, of course, but optimism is high — for good reason, 


h#f® OKLAHOMA STATE 


Even without coordinator Dana Holgorsen, and even without 
running back Kendall Hunter, the Cowboys are still going to score some 
points. A lot of points. They might not make it to 44 per game, like they 
did last year, but they'll come close. That’s what happens when you have a 
quarterback who threw for 4,277 yards and a wideout with 111 catches 
and 20 TDs on their résumés. OSU was a lot of fun to watch last year, and 
the good times should continue, since quarterback Brandon Weeden and 
wideout Justin Blackmon are back for one more season. There’s no guar- 
antee sophomore backs Joseph Randle and Jeremy Smith can add up to 
Hunter (1,548 yards, 16 TDs), but OSU is going to score. If they can stop 
anybody, then the Pokes will have something. And that’s not guaranteed, 
not with five starters gone from last year’s unit. Linebacker Shaun Lewis 
and defensive backs Johnny Thomas and Brodrick Brown are strong per- 
formers, but you can’t go through a season just trying to outscore people, 
can you? Well, can you? OSU may just find out. 


STANFORD «=> 


| At one point last year, it seemed as if 
| every NFL team, five or six college outfits 
and the Egyptian protesters were trying to 
convince Jim Harbaugh to be their leader. He chose the 49ers, and the Cardinal must move for- 
ward under David Shaw, who was Harbaugh’s offensive coordinator the past four years. More 
important, Stanford enters 2011 with quarterback Andrew Luck at the helm. The Heisman fa- 
vorite spurned the NFL (sorry, Carolina) and returned to try for the Pac-10 title, even though 
seven other starters on offense left The Farm, But top back Stepfan Taylor is back, and Luck 
showed last year that he could succeed in Stanford’s multiple offense no matter who was around 
him. Anyway, the pressure isn’t on Luck; it’s on Shaw, a Stanford alum who must prove he can 
replicate the same steely focus and competitive drive that Harbaugh used to bring the Cardinal 
from the Pac-10 depths to prominence. A few years of fine recruiting have stocked the roster, 
and Luck is back, so Shaw's short-term job is a little easier. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 41 


Bulldogs coach Mark Richt isn’t necessarily upset that everybody anticipates his team will 
perform well this year — and certainly better than 2010's 6-7 performance — but high expectations 
can often lead to general discontent and grumbling if they aren't met. Richt is no stranger to that, hav- 
ing heard grousing for the past two seasons as he has tried to gain traction for a climb to the top of 
the SEC East. But things could get dangerous for 
Richt this time if the Dawgs can’t get it together. ] 
Fortunately, there are many reasons to think it can ce EO RG re oa o 
happen, beginning with sophomore quarterback : 
Aaron Murray, who had a great debut in 2010 and 

figures to be a lot more productive this time. He'll do it without A.J. Green, who was quite a secu- 
rity blanket last year, so some youngsters have to make strides. Puppy bulldog Isaiah Crowell could 
emerge as the go-to ball-carrier early on; but it would help if backs Washuan Ealey and Caleb King 
finally became the front-liners Richt has believed they could be. The defense has plenty of playmak- 
ers back who would no doubt love to give Richt a little security with a big season. 


TCU Before we get on with the Horned Frogs’ 


portion of the program, it’s time for a little geogra- 
> O R N ED FR O G S phy lesson. No matter what those folks down in 
Texas say about how much they dislike the East 
Coast and its elite attitude, understand that as of 2012, Fort Worth is an Eastern city. At least that’s 
what TCU wants us to believe, now that it has made plans to join the Big East Conference. You can't 
blame the Frogs for bolting the Mountain West, not after Utah became a Pacific Coast school (that’s 
another lesson for another time), and BYU decided to go it alone. TCU needed a BCS home. And 
after winning the Rose Bowl last January, the Frogs were an attractive candidate for the Big East. As 
for the Purple’s MWC swan song, there is some work to do. Quarterback Andy Dalton has moved 
on to the NFL, and his top receivers are gone, too. The secondary needs work, and the defensive 
front has some holes. Coach Gary Patterson built toward 2012, but if he wants to make his school’s 
new partners feel comfortable, he'll win this year. 


Last year’s Sugar Bowl trip was a big- 

| aa ARKANSAS time step for the Hogs, even though 
* . they became the first SEC team ever to 
lose to Ohio State in a bowl game. 
Now, we'll find out whether the team’s 

rise to a BCS game was the by-product of departed quarterback Ryan Mallett’s decision to transfer 
to Fayetteville from Michigan or an indication that Bobby Petrino has built himself a program with 
staying power. A lot of firepower returns for the Hogs, including wideouts Joe Adams and Greg 
Childs and running back Knile Davis, but it comes down to whether 6'3" junior Tyler Wilson can 
handle the quarterback duties, and ifa line that loses three starters can protect him. The defense wel- 
comes back some stalwarts, most notably linebacker Jerry Franklin and Jerico Nelson. But Arkansas 
can’t count on another Alabama collapse. And LSU looks pretty good in the SEC West, too, Mallett 
is gone, and it’s time to find out if Arkansas is sticking around the top or is primed to retake its spot | 
in the back half of the division. 


WEST VIRGINIA & 
MOUNTAINEERS 


One of the great things about playing in the Big East is that F= 
you can let your coach go on a retirement tour, break in his re- 
placement while he introduces a brand new offense and still win 
the league. That’s life at West Virginia these days, where boss-in- 
waiting Dana Holgorsen moves over from piling up tons of yards 
and points at Oklahoma State to do the same in Morgantown. Bill 
Stewart is on the last lap at WVU, and in his typically good-na- 
tured way is handling the decision for him to “retire” with good 
humor. Holgorsen comes to town because AD Oliver Luck wants 
more offense, and he'll probably get it. But the problem this year 
is on the other side of the ball, where seven starters are gone. Hol- 
gorsen makes no secret about his practice of not messing with that 
side of the ball, and that’s why he has kept the defensive staff 
around en masse. Let them have at the rebuilding project, while he 
tinkers with the offense and hopes holdover quarterback Geno 
Smith can handle the reins. Even if the transition hits some bumps, 
West Virginia's still in the Big East, so how hard can it be? 


Georgia: Al Kooistra; TCU: Tim Umphery 
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Arkansas: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; West Virginia: Bruce Schwartzman 


Florida; Tim Clark/Athlon Sports; Miami: Brad Schloss 


USC: Peter Brovillet; South Carolina: Ric Foge! 


| and-now at UE After learning the secrets of how to be a football CEO from Mack Brown in Austin, 
| Will Muschamp takes over a Florida team that has some work to do if it wants to regain its previous 


reper. SON L_—s 


Now that Urban Meyer has left Gainesville to “spend more time with his family,” the Gators de- 


cided that anyone good enough to be coach-in-waiting at Texas was good enough to be coach-here- 


status as the scourge of the SEC. Muschamp made the in- 


teresting decision to hire Charlie Weis as his offensive co- FLORI D y.X Att? 
ordinator, no doubt choosing to forget the debacle that 

was Weis’ tenure at Notre Dame. Weis will be tutoring G yf O R S gine 
quarterback John Brantley and hoping he gets the ball 

often to running back Chris Rainey and emerging big-play threat Quinton Dunbar, a young receiver. 
While everybody watches Weis, new defensive coordinator Dan Quinn has to fix a unit that was way 
too generous to opposing offenses late last year. Gator fans should be happy Texas thought enough of 
Muschamp to make him Brown's successor, but they need him to get UF rolling fast. 


] The problem with the Hurricanes is that their fans seem to think the days of big 
wins, loud mouths and Luther Campbell will be back some day. They're not return- 
rf ing. In their place is Al Golden, 
: 4 NM IAMI who definitely does not look 
Lh good in camouflage pants. 
U R = | e A N E S Golden is a shirt-and-tie sort 
a % who demands that his players 
earn good grades and stay out of trouble — the exact opposite atmosphere from what 
prevailed when the Canes were riding high in the 1980s. Golden arrives in Coral 
Gables charged with keeping his team off the police blotter — and in the winning 
column. To do that, he needs to bring calm and stability to the quarterback posi- 
tion, where Jacory Harris and Stephen Morris both saw a lot of time last year, threw 
a lot of interceptions and hope running back Lamar Miller plays as well in the fall as 
he did in the spring and keep the same nasty defense that returns standouts Sean 
Spence and Marcus Forston. Golden may not get the job done with a throbbing hip- 
hop soundtrack and in-your-grill mentality, but he will get the job done. Who knows, 
maybe Luther may want to start coming around again — wearing a tie. 


usc Year 2 of Trojans in the pokey begins 


PQrn with another season without a bowl op- 
ae Oe” af re O J A N portunity, another campaign with Matt 
Barkley under center and continued 
scrutiny on coach Lane Kiffin, whose 8—5 debut wasn’t exactly enough to make Trojan fans think 
John McKay was prowling the sidelines again. USC was rotten on defense last year and weak in the 
fourth quarter. Barkley is a big-time quarterback talent, and he should be good for about 3,500 
yards passing this season, particularly if sophomore wide receiver Robert Woods, who doubles as an 
ace return specialist, backs up his debut with some more big plays. The Trojan’s defensive line is deep, 
and the secondary has potential, but the whole outfit needs to be tightened up if Kiffin wants to 
avoid being as popular in Troy as he is in Knoxville. Parole is on the horizon, but USC must make 
sure it comes out of jail in good shape. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAMECOCKS. _. RE 
ings were suppose to e great in 


Columbia this season. Steve Spurrier got a raise, the Gamecocks returned a bunch of talent, and No. 1 
recruit Jadeveon Clowney decided he wanted to wear the Garnet and Black. Some people even thought 
USC was a dark horse national title contender. Hello, Stephen Garcia. The troubled South Carolina 
quarterback was suspended for a fifth time this spring, and it’s unclear whether he'll be on the team when 
practice starts in August. If Garcia doesn’t get himself cleaned up and back in good graces, the Gamecocks 
will turn to Connor Shaw. You remember Shaw, don't you? He's the guy who threw 33 passes last season, 
as compared to the 349 Garcia tossed. Shaw has a bright future, but even with receiver Alshon Jeffery and 
running back Marcus Lattimore back to help out, he can’t be expected to do what Garcia did. It’s enough 
to make a Ball Coach throw his visor. South Carolina will be good, but it’s tough to say just how good 
with all the uncertainty at quarterback. Maybe Garcia will be back, the Gamecocks will soar to the top 
of the East Division, and all will be right. Maybe. 
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When we last saw the Spartans, they were begging officials at the Capital One Bowl to go to a run- 
ning clock, the better to stop Alabama from rampaging through them en route to a 49-7 victory and 
one of five Big Ten Jan. 1 losses. The ugly defeat spoiled an 11-win season that included a share of the 
conference title and reminded MSU that no matter how good things might be on the home front, there 
is still plenty of work to be done. The big challenge for the Spartans is continuing the prosperity, some- 
thing that hasn't happened in recent years. This year should be different, thanks to the return of several 
big reasons for the 2010 success. Quarterback Kirk Cousins is one of the Big Ten’s best, and he should 


thrive even more in new coordina- 


tor Dan Roushar’s system, which MICHIGAN STATE ie=> a 
invites the passer to throw down- S Pp A R T A N S a 


field. MSU’s top three tailbacks re- 
turn from last year, along with wideout B.J. Cunningham (nine TDs). Michigan State's secondary is 
experienced and talented, and sophomore defensive end William Gholston is on the verge of greatness. 
Big things are expected in the land of Sparty, so long as the Crimson Tide doesn’t come to town 


If the ee have to vig in a men WISCONSIN ye ak - 
quarterback — or two — that means only : 
one thing: Get ready for an even bigger dose B A .) G FE R S Pa ) 


of UW’s sledgehammer ground attack. Scott 
Tolzien, who completed a ridiculous 72.9 percent of his throws last year, is gone, leaving the quar- 
terback job to sophomore Jon Budmayr, except when junior Curt Phillips comes in to run special § 
packages. You can't imagine coach Bret Bielema is going to let those two guys throw it all over the 
dairy, so expect sophomore James White (1,052 yards in ’10) and junior Montee Ball (996, 18 TDs) 
to get about 250 carries apiece. Throw in about 100 for speedy redshirt freshman Jeff Lewis or new- 
comer Melvin Gordon. Who cares about the math? Just know that the Badgers are going to be about 
as subtle as an MMA bout. The defense loses a few stalwarts, like pass-rushing end J.J. Watt, but 
with the way Wisconsin plans to play ball-control, the D may only be on the field 20 minutes per 
game. The Badgers might not win the Big Ten title, but they'll sure make a “run” at it. 


SR am TEXAS After watching Mack Brown replace 
ire five members of his staff, including 
( i. O N G H O R N S “coach-in-waiting” Will Muschamp — 
» As who decided the here and now in 
Gainesville was better than the someday promised in Austin — it’s clear who is in charge of the Long- 
horn program, After a 5—7 season that included a bumbling 1-5 stagger to the finish line, Brown had 
to do something, especially if he wants ratings on that new Longhorn Network to be strong. Before last 
year, Brown spoke of reinvigorating the Texas ground game. Now, he must breathe new life into the en- 
tire program. The Longhorns turned it over too much last year (minus-12), committed way too many 
penalties and scored just 23.8 points per game. It’s a wonder Brown didn’t try to replace the whole ros- 
ter, too. The turnaround starts with a willingness to work hard, something last year’s team didn’t do too_| 
much of, and needs a boost from junior quarterback 
Garrett Gilbert, who struggled mightily in 2010. 
The ground game still needs work, especially since 
Gilbert (380 yards) is the second-leading returning 
rusher. The defense is loaded with playmakers, most 


ew notably Keenan Robinson, Emmanuel Acho and 
Blake Gideon, but Texas needs more. 
——i 


| The Tiger offense has everything. Four offensive | issou RI 


line starters return. Wideout TJ. Moe, who caught Som ~~ 
| 92 passes last year, is back. So is All-America tight 1% | (5 FE R = 


end Michael Egnew. Last year’s top three rushers are 

| ready to go. It’s going to be great — provided Missouri can decide on a quarterback. When 
spring ball was over and done, the only thing Mizzou could promise fans was that soph- 
omore James Franklin and redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert would keep battling through 
August. You could spin that to seem as if both were so good the coaches couldn't choose 
one. Or, they were both so bad, neither stood out. The truth is somewhere in the middle, 
and the Tigers need a decision, since Tyler's big bro, Blaine, is off to the NFL. If Missouri 
is going to replicate — or better — last year’s 10-3 mark, it needs a triggerman. But it also 
needs a reprise of last year’s surprising defensive effort that limited foes to 16.1 points per 
game. Seven starters return for an encore. Missouri plays defense now? Maybe the quar- 
terback situation isn’t so dire after all. 
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Michigan State: John Grieshop/Schwartzman; Wisconsin: Brian Ebner 


Texas: Layne Murdoch; Missouri: Tim Umphrey 


Mississippi State, Michigan: Tim Clark/Athlon SPorts 
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Mississippi State 


Arizona State 
Air Force 
Penn State 
NC State 
Illinois 
Maryland 
BYU 

South Florida 
North Carolina 
Tennessee 
Clemson 
Texas Tech 
Michigan 
Pittsburgh 
Auburn 
Syracuse 
Washington 
Boston College 
Northwestern 
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Utah 

SMU 

Georgia Tech 
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Arizona 
Oregon State 
California 
Southern Miss 
Navy 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
Connecticut 
Kentucky 
UCLA 

Tulsa 

lowa State 
Purdue 
Nevada 

San Diego State 
Hawaii 

Toledo 

Ole Miss 
Minnesota 
Rutgers 
Louisville 
Kansas State 
Northern Illinois 
Virginia 
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. Colorado 
77. Duke 
78. Fresno State 
79. Vanderbilt 
80. Army 
81. Kansas 
82. East Carolina 
83. Wake Forest 
84. Indiana 
85. Washington State 
86. Ohio 
87. UAB 
88. Western Michigan 
89. Troy 
90. FIU 
91. Colorado State 
92. Louisiana Tech 
93. Miami (Ohio) 

94. Rice 

95. Marshall 

96. Temple 

97. Arkansas State 

98. Wyoming 

99. Kent State 
100. Bowling Green 


101. Central Michigan 
102. UL Monroe 

108. Idaho 

104. Utah State 

105. Middle Tennessee 
106. Tulane 

107. UNLV 

108. UTEP 

109. North Texas 

110. Western Kentucky 
111. Ball State 

112. Eastern Michigan 
113. San Jose State 
114. UL Lafayette 

115. Buffalo 

116. Akron 

117. New Mexico 

118. Memphis 

119. New Mexico State 
120. Florida Atlantic 
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1. Florida State [12-1, 8-0] 
2. NC State [9-3, 6-2] 
+13. Maryland [8-4, 6-2] 
=} 4. Clemson [6-6, 4-4] 
5. Boston College [6-6, 3-5] 
6. Wake Forest [2-10, 0-8] 


1. Virginia Tech [11-2, 7-1] _ 
42. Miami (9-3, 5-3] 
413. North Carolina [7-5, 5-3] 
‘4. Georgia Tech [6-6, 3-5] 
5. Virginia [5-7, 2-6] 
6. Duke [4-8, 1-7] 


1. Ohiaaama (12-0, 9-0] 
. Texas A&M [10-2, 7-2] 

. Oklahoma State [10-2, 7-2) 
. Texas [8-4, 5-4] 

. Missouri [8-4, 5-4] 

. Texas Tech (7-5, 4-5] 

. Baylor [6-6, 3-6] 

. lowa State [4-8, 2-7] 

. Kansas State [4-8, 2-7] 

. Kansas [3-9, 1-8] 


SEPSIS SUS SiN 


— 


. West Virginia [10-2, 6-1] 
. South Florida [8-4, 5-2] 
. Pittsburgh [7-5, 4-3] 

. Syracuse [8-4, 4-3] 

. Cincinnati [7-5, 3-4] 

. Connecticut [6-6, 2-5] 

. Rutgers [6-6, 2-5] 

. Louisville (5-7, 2-5) 


ONoOhr WN — 


. Nebraska [11-2, 7-1] 
. Michigan State [9-3, 6-2] 
. lowa [8-4, 4-4] 

. Michigan [8-4, 4-4] 

. Northwestern [6-6, 3-5] 
. Minnesota [4-8, 1-7] 


oorwon— 


. Ohio State [11-2, 7-1] 
. Wisconsin [9-3, 5-3] 
. Penn State [7-5, 4-4] 
. Illinois (7-5, 4-4] 
. Purdue [5-7, 2-6] 
. Indiana [4-8, 1-7] 


oor won— 


1. UCF (9- 4, 7- SI 
2. Southern Miss [9-3, 6-2] 
3. East Carolina [6-6, 5-3] 
4. UAB [5-7, 4-4] 

. Marshall [4-8, 3-5] 

. Memphis [1-11, 0-8] 


1. SMU [10-3, 7-1] 

. Houston [9-3, 6-2] 
3. Tulsa [6-6, 5-3] 
4. Rice [4-8, 3-5] 

. Tulane [3-10, 2-6] 


. UTEP [2-10, 0-8] 


1. Ohio (8-5, 7-1] 

2. Miami [6-6, 6-2] 

3. Temple [6-6, 5-3] 

4. Kent State [5-7, 3-5] 

5. Bowling Green [5-7, 3-5] 
6. Buffalo [2-10, 1-7] 

7. Akron [2-10, 1-7] 


}1. Toledo [9-4, 7-1] 


2. Northern Illinois [7-5, 6-2] 
3. Western Michigan [6-6, 5-3] 
4. Central Michigan [4-8, 3-5] 
5. Ball State [3-9, 3-5] 

6. Eastern Michigan [4-8, 2-6] 


1. Boze State (11-1, 7-0] 
2. TCU [10-2, 6-1] 

3. Air Force [9-3, 5-2] 

4. San Diego State [7-5, 4-3] 
5. Colorado State [6-6, 2-5] 
6. Wyoming [4-8, 2-5] 

7. UNLV [3-9, 2-5] - 
8. New Mexico [2-10, 0-7] 


Records in parentheses are 
projections for the 2011 season 


; Oregon (12-1, 9-0] 
2. Stanford [9-3, 6-3] 
3. Washington [7-5, 6-3] 
4. Oregon State [6-6, 4-5] 
. California [5-7, 3-6) 
. Washington State [3-9, 1-8] 


1. USC [9-4, 7-2] 
2. Arizona State [8-4, 6-3] 
. Utah [7-5, 6-3] 

. Arizona [6-6, 4-5] 

. UCLA [4-8, 2-7] 

. Colorado [3-10, 1-8] 


. Georgia [10-3, 7-1] 

. Florida [9-3, 6-2] 

. South Carolina [8-4, 5-3] 
. Tennessee [6-6, 2-6] 

. Kentucky [6-6, 2-6] 

6. Vanderbilt [3-9, 1-7] 


. Alabama [13-0, 8-0] 

_ LSU [10-2, 7-1] 

. Arkansas [9-3, 6-2] 

. Mississippi State [7-5, 3-5) 
. Auburn [6-6, 2-6] 

. Ole Miss ral 1-7] 


1. Troy _{SUM-BELT 5, 7-1] 

2. FIU [7-5, 6-2] 

3. Arkansas State [7-5, 5-3] 
4. UL Monroe [5-7, 4-4] 

5. Middle Tennessee [5- 7, 4-4) 
6. North Texas [4-8, 4-4] 

7. Western Kentucky [4-8, 3-5] 
8. UL Lafayette [3-9, 2-6] 

9. FAU [1-11, 1-7] 


f Wag 
1. Nevada [8-4, 6-1] 

2. Hawaii [10-3, 6-1] 

3. Fresno State [7-6, 5-2] 

4, Louisiana Tech [6-6, 5-2] 
5. Idaho [4-8, 2-5] 

6. Utah State [4-8, 2-5] 

7. San Jose State [2-10, 1-6] 
8. New Mexico State [1-11, 0-7] 


Follow us on We want to know your Top 25. Join our Facebook page to vote! facebook.com/AthlonSports 


46 ATHLON SPORTS 


Tilinoés: Ric Fogel; Oklahoma State: Layne Murdoch; Alabama: Bruce Schwartzman 


2011 BOWL 


Bowl Matchup Projection 
New Mexico » WAC vs. MWC » Louisiana Tech vs. Colorado State 
Humanitarian » WAC vs. MAC » Fresno State vs. Ohio 


» Sun Belt vs. C-USA » 
» Big East vs. C-USA » 


FIU vs. Tulsa 
Cincinnati vs. East Carolina 


New Orleans 
St. Petersburg 


Poinsettia » MWC vs. WAC » Air Force vs. Nevada 
Las Vegas » Pac-12vs.MWC  » Arizona vs. TCU 
Hawaii » WAC vs. C-USA » Hawaii vs. UCF 
Little Caesars » BigTenvs.MAC » Illinois vs. Toledo » 
Independence » ACC vs. MWC » Clemson vs. San Diego State 
Champs Sports » ACC vs.BigEast » Miami vs. Syracuse 
Insight » Big Tenvs. Big 12 » Wisconsin vs. Baylor 
Military » Navy vs. ACC » Navy vs. Boston College 
Meineke Car Care » Big 12vs.BigTen » Missouri vs. Penn State 
Alamo » Pac-12vs.Big12 » Stanford vs. Texas 
Armed Forces » MWC vs.C-USA » BYU* vs. Southern Miss 
VA oA some 
— Q\ Bowl Matchup 
} Pinstripe Big East vs. Big 12 
x Music City ACC vs. SEC 
d Holiday Pac-12 vs. Big 12 
Belk ACC vs. Big East 
Sun Pac-12 vs. ACC 
Liberty SEC vs. C-USA 
Chick-fil-A ACC vs. SEC 
TicketCity Big Ten vs. C-USA 
Outback Big Ten vs. SEC 
Capital One SEC vs. Big Ten 
Gator Big Ten vs. SEC 
GoDaddy.com Sun Belt vs. MAC 
« Cotton SEC vs. Big 12 
Compass SEC vs. Big East 


Kraft Fight Hunger Army vs. Pac-12 


National Title » BCS vs.BCS » Oklahoma vs. Alabama » 


| Rose » BCSvs.BCS » Ohio State vs. Oregon 

_ Sugar » BCS vs.BCS » Notre Dame vs. LSU 

| Orange » BCSvs.BCS » Florida State vs. West Virginia 
| Fiesta » BCSvs.BCS » Boise State vs. Texas A&M 

| 


* According to our projections, the Big 12 and 
Mountain West will fail to fill their allotted slots. 
is 


PHOJECIi 


Projection 
Connecticut vs. Northwestern* 
Maryland vs. Auburn 
Arizona State vs. Texas Tech 
NC State vs. Pittsburgh 
Washington vs. North Carolina 
Mississippi State vs. SMU 
Virginia Tech vs. Florida 
Michigan vs. Houston 
Michigan State vs. South Carolina 
Georgia vs. Nebraska 
lowa vs. Tennessee 
Troy vs. Northern Illinois 
Arkansas vs. Oklahoma State 
Kentucky vs. South Florida 
Army vs. Utah 


fu 
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1. GEORGIA SOUTHERN (10-5, 5-3 SoCon) 

Asa rookie head coach last year, Jeff Monken skipped some steps in re- 
building the Eagles’ storied program, managing to post a national semi- 
final appearance. Every starter but one returns this season. The triple 
option — led by quarterback Jaybo Shaw, a transfer from Georgia Tech 
— baffles opponents, but the defense is even better because of junior 
nose tackle Brent Russell and safety Laron Scott. Kicker Adrian Mora 
and punter Charlie Edwards form a superb combination. 


2. WILLIAM & MARY (8-4, 6-2 CAA) 

Last year's early exit in the FCS playoffs (to Georgia Southern) will mo- 
tivate the Tribe. The versatility of senior running back Jonathan Grimes 
— his 5,445 all-purpose yards rank ninth in CAA history — takes pres- 
sure off quarterback Michael Paulus, who began his career at North Car- 
olina. The defense is outstanding, with Jake Tiantin, who missed last 
season, joining Dante Cook at linebacker. Cornerback/punt returner 
B.W. Webb beats opponents in multiple ways. 


3. EASTERN WASHINGTON (13-2, 7-1 Big Sky) 

Who knew coach Beau Baldwin's Eagles would outdo the debut of their 
red turf by winning their first FCS championship? The Eagles return 
32 players with a combined 337 career starts. The Bo Levi Mitchell-to- 
Brandon Kaufman passing combo is lethal. Safety J.C. Sherritt, the Buck 
Buchanan Award winner in 2010, is gone, but the defense 

should still be stout, with bruising tackle Renard 
Williams and the Johnson twins, Matt (safety) and 
Zach (linebacker). 


4. MONTANA STATE (9-3, 7-1 Big Sky) 
Quarterback DeNarius McGhee (3,163 passing 
yards, 23 TDs) was arguably the best fresh- 
man in the FCS last season. He leads a po- 
tential offensive juggernaut, which returns 
1,100-yard rusher Orenzo Davis and wel- 
comes running back Tray Robinson from 
Nebraska. The defense has a young star 
in sophomore linebacker Aleksei Gro- 
sulak. Kicker Jason Cunningham is 
dialed in from long distance. 


5. APPALACHIAN STATE (10-3, 7-1 SoCon) 


Veteran coach Jerry Moore is reloading instead of re- 

building. The Mountaineers lost many key players, but 
dual-threat quarterback DeAndre Presley (right), who 
passed and rushed for 34 TDs, and 6'5" wide receiver Brian 
Quick are among the nation’s best at their positions. The defense 
is led by juniors — linebackers Justin Wray and Brandon Grier 
and safety Troy Sanders. 


6. DELAWARE (12-3, 6-2 CAA) 
Trevor Sasek follows in the footsteps of Pat Devlin and Joe Flacco 
as the quarterback at Delaware. The redshirt sophomore will work 


behind a veteran line with many weapons at his disposal, most notably 


Andrew Pierce (1,655 rushing yards, 14 TDs as a freshman). Coach 
K.C. Keeler’s national runners-up won't have the same dominant de- 
fense, but leading tackler Paul Worrilow returns at linebacker. 
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FCS Preview 


7. RICHMOND (6-5, 4-4 CAA) 

The Spiders’ team trainer would prefer less work. If senior quarterback 
Aaron Corp, the USC transfer, is recovered from an ACL injury, and the 
rest of the offense gets healthy, coach Latrell Scott's second season will 
go more smoothly. Wide receiver Tre Gray and a veteran line comple- 
ment Corp. Graduation decimated the defense, leaving linebacker Dar- 
ius McMillian in charge. 


8. WOFFORD (10-3, 7-1 SoCon) 

The triple option is associated with Georgia Southern, but the Terriers’ 
version led the FCS in rushing yards per game (297.8). Wofford will 
continue to steamroll defenses with fullback Eric Breitenstein coming off 
a school-record 1,639 yards and 22 TDs. Defensive end Ameet Pall col- 
lected 12.5 sacks and 22.5 tackles for a loss. 


9. JACKSONVILLE STATE (9-3, 6-2 ovc) 

A different player seems to lead the balanced Gamecocks each game. 
They can beat opponents with one of two quarterbacks, senior Marques 
Ivory or sophomore Coty Blanchard, at the helm. A stout defense will 
take a step forward with rover Monte Lewis, defensive end Jamison 


Wadley and safety Keginald Harris. 


10. NORTHERN IOWA (7-5, 6-2 Missouri Valley) 

The Panthers return 18 starters from a team that won the balanced Mis- 
souri Valley title. Tirrell Rennie is the best running quarterback in the 

FCS — he rushed for 1,291 yards and 15 TDs — and running back 

Carlos Anderson just missed 1,000 yards. Defensive tackle Ben 
Boothby owns property in his opponents’ backfields. 


11. NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
(9-5, 4-4 Missouri Valley) 

Last year's relatively young squad grew up with 
two playoff wins. Opponents struggle to 
contain senior running back DJ. 

McNorton (1,559 rushing yards, 19 
total TDs), while defensive end 
Coulter Boyer is a disruptive force 
for the Bison’s physical defense. 


‘ 


12. MASSACHUSETTS 

(6-5, 4-4 CAA) 

Virginia Tech should not have let All- 
America linebacker and Blacksburg, 
Va., native Tyler Holmes get away. Sen- 
ior tailback Jonathan Hernandez has 

never had the spotlight to himself, but he 
does this year. The starting quarterback may be 

Bowling Green transfer Kellen Pagel. 


13. NEW HAMPSHIRE (8-5, 5-3 CAA) 

The secondary must be rebuilt, but the front 
seven is strong with defensive end Brian McNally 

and linebacker Matt Evans. Redshirt senior 

Kevin Decker takes over at quarterback 


playmakers Dontra Peters and Joey 
Orlando. 


and will put the ball in the hands of 


Kim Klement/US Presswire 


14. LEHIGH (10-3, 5-0 Patriot) 

Some believe that coach Andy Coen’s squad arrived a year ahead of schedule when it 
rolled through the Patriot League last season. The Mountain Hawks feature the pass- 
ing duo of quarterback Chris Lum and split end Ryan Spadola, as well as middle line- 
backer Mike Groome. 


15. SACRAMENTO STATE (6-5, 5-3 Big Sky] 

Long considered a sleeping giant, the Hornets’ program has awakened. An excellent 
senior class, led by quarterback Jeff Fleming (school-record 23 TD passes in 2010) 
and defensive end Zack Nash (13 sacks), could power coach Marshall Sperbeck’s team 


to its first postseason appearance since 1988. 


16. CHATTANOOGA (6-5, 5-3 SoCon) 

A daunting first half of the schedule may bury a quality Mocs team that boasts excel- 
lent senior and sophomore classes. Quarterback B.J. Coleman, a former Tennessee Vol 
who threw 26 touchdowns last year, gets the ball to flanker Joel Bradford and running 
back Keon Williams. Cornerback Kadeem Wise was the SoCon Freshman of the Year. 


17. VILLANOVA (9-5, 5-3 CAA) 

No FCS team is replacing a more talented senior class. But coach Andy Talley still has 
five starters from the Wildcats’ 2009 FCS championship squad, including playmak- 
ing cornerback James Pitts, Wide receiver Norman White caught 11 TDs a year ago. 


18. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (5-6, 4-4 Missouri Valley) 

The Salukis believe last year’s dropoff was an aberration. All five starting offensive line- 
men return to pave the way for quarterback Paul McIntosh and running backs Shar- 
iff Harris and Steve Strother. A healthier secondary gets back strong safety Mike 
McElroy. 


19. MONTANA (7-4, 5-3 Big Sky) 

Second-year coach Robin Pflugrad faces pressure after the Grizzlies’ run of 12 straight 
Big Sky titles and 17 straight playoff appearances ended last year. There are more ques- 
tions on offense than on the defense, which features cornerback Trumaine Johnson and 


linebackers Caleb McSurdy and Jordan Tripp. 
20. LIBERTY (8-3, 5-1 Big South) 


The Flames are 34-11 over the last four years but haven't reached the playoffs in that 
span. It’s now or never for quarterback Mike Brown (FCS-best 346.4 yards of total of 
fense per game) and wide receiver Chris Summers. Nobody will run through 6'5", 
380-pound nose guard Asa Chapman. 


21. NORTHWESTERN STATE (5-6, 4-3 Southland) 

The Demons, behind nine players who earned All-Southland honors, will try to go 
from 0-11 in 2009 to conference champs in coach Bradley Dale Peveto’s third season. 
Standout linebacker Derek Rose and quarterback Paul Harris are only juniors. 


22. EASTERN KENTUCKY (6-5, 5-2 OVC) 

The Colonels want to build on last year’s season-ending four-game winning streak. 
Dual-threat quarterback T.J. Pryor will need more consistency while he directs a tal- 
ented team that also boasts senior cornerback Jeremy Caldwell and junior wide re- 
ceiver Orlandus Harris. 


23. INDIANA STATE (6-5, 4-4 Missouri Valley) 

Quarterback Ronnie Fouch, who threw for 20 touchdowns, is at the controls of the 
Sycamores’ rejuvenated squad. The defense’s young leaders, like linebacker Jacolby 
Washington and defensive end Ben Obaseki, are all grown up. 


24. CENTRAL ARKANSAS (7-4, 4-3 Southland) 

The Southland Conference title is up for grabs, and the Bears feel good about their 17 
returning starters. An improved running game will aid senior quarterback Nathan 
Dick, who began his career at Arkansas. Senior linebacker Frank Newsome corralled 
100 tackles last season. 


25. JACKSONVILLE (10-1, 8-0 Pioneer) 

Last year’s top-scoring FCS team (42.2 ppg) won't let up with quarterback Josh 
McGregor (3,049 yards, 32 TDs), running back J.J. Laster and wide receiver Josh 
Philpart. The first half of the schedule is difficult. 


DeAndre Presley 5°11", 170, Sr. » Appalachian State 
Nate Eachus 5'10", 216, Sr. » Colgate 

Jonathan Grimes 5°10", 201, Sr. » William & Mary 
Brandon Kaufman 65", 205, Jr. » Eastern Washington 
ChrisSummers 64", 210, Sr. » Liberty 

Alex Gottlieb 6°4", 255, Sr. » William & Mary 
Chris Powers 6'2", 270, Sr. » Eastern Washington 
D.J..Hall 6'3", 305, Sr. » Texas State 

J.C. Oram 6°4", 310, Sr. » Weber State 

Josh Harrison 64", 290, Sr. » South Carolina State 
Brett Moore 6'3", 258, Sr. » Georgia Southern 


Mario Kurn 6'2", 220, Sr. » San Diego 

Ameet Pall 60", 245, Sr. » Wofford 

Brent Russell 62", 287, Jr. » Georgia Southern 
Renard Williams 6'2, 300, Sr. » Eastern Washington 
Matt Evans 60", 219, Jr. » New Hampshire 
Tyler Holmes 6°0", 220, Sr. » Massachusetts 
A.J. Storms 60", 215, Sr. » Idaho State 

Asa Jackson 5°11”, 188, Sr. » Cal Poly 
Trumaine Johnson 6'3", 199, Sr. » Montana 

Matt Johnson 6'2", 220, Sr. » Eastern Washington 
Kejuan Riley 6'0", 182, Jr. » Alabama State 


Matt Bevins 6'2", 205, Sr. » Liberty 

David Harrington 6'3", 185, Sr. » Idaho State 
Jeremy Caldwell 5'10", 183, Sr. » Eastern Kentucky 
Dontrell Johnson 5°11", 180, Sr. » Murray State 


» 


» 


» 


AAA 


FCS ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


OFFENSE 


DEFENSE 


SPECIALISTS 


PREDICTED FCS PLAYOFF QUALIFIERS 


Albany (NEC champ] 

Appalachian State [at-large] 
Bethune-Cookman (MEAC champ] 
Chattanooga [at-large] 

Eastern Washington (Big Sky champ] 
Delaware [at-large] 

Georgia Southern [Southern Conference champ] 
Jacksonville State [OVC champ] 

Lehigh (Patriot champ] 

Liberty [Big South champ] 
Massachusetts [at-large] 

Montana State [at-large] 

New Hampshire [at-large] 

North Dakota State [at-large] 

Northern lowa (Missouri Valley champ} 
Northwestern State (Southland champ) 
Richmond [at-large] 

Sacramento State [at-large] 

William & Mary (CAA champ} 

Wofford (at-large) 
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1. LAMICHAEL JAMES, RB, OREGON 
Speedster led the nation in rushing last season with 
1,731 yards for the national runners-up. With seven 


starters back on offense, including three on the offensive 
line, the Ducks should continue to put up gaudy NUMDETS. ce 


2. ANDREW LUCK 

QB, STANFORD 

They lost their head 
coach, but the Cardinal are 
welcoming back the na- 
tion's finest quarterback. 
Luck, who spurned the NFL 
Draft, threw for 3,338 yards 
and 32 touchdowns [and 
only eight INTs) as a sopho- 
more to lead Stanford to its 
first 12-win season in 
school history. 


3. KELLEN MOORE, 
QB, BOISE STATE 

Moore, 38-2 as a starter, 
needs eight wins to pass 
Colt McCoy as the all-time 
winningest quarterback in 
the FBS ranks. He must 
forge ahead without his top 
two receivers from last 
season, as well as offensive 
coordinator Bryan Harsin, 
now at Texas. 


4. MARCUS LATTIMORE, 
RB, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Lattimore was sensa- 
tional as a true freshman, 
rushing for 1,197 yards and 
17 scores for the SEC East 
champs, and promises to 
be even better as a sopho- 
more after a year in the 
weight room. With issues at 
quarterback — will 
Stephen Garcia ever be- 
have? — the Gamecocks 
could lean on their running 
game even more this fall. 


10 MORE TO WATCH 


Matt Barkley, QB, USC_Knile Davis, RB, Arkansas_Ronnie Hillman, RB, San Diego State_Alshon Jeffery, WR, South Carolina 
Case Keenum, QB, Houston_Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia_Chris Polk, RB, Washington_Denard Robinson, QB, Michigan 


5. TRENT RICHARDSON, 

RB, ALABAMA 

He's been arguably the 
best backup in the nation 
the past two seasons. Now, 
with former Heisman win- 
ner Mark Ingram off to the 
NFL, Richardson is the top 
option at Bama. Last year, 
he rushed for 700 yards on 
only 112 carries for a 
sparkling 6.3-yard average. 


6. LANDRY JONES, 
QB, OKLAHOMA 

Jones has been wildly 
productive in his two years 
as the starter in Norman. 
In 2010, he broke school 
records for pass attempts 
(617) and completions (405) 
en route to a 4,718-yard, 
38-touchdown season. With 
a host of weapons at his 
disposal, expect more of 
the same from the fourth- 
year junior. 


7. BRANDON WEEDEN, 
QB, OKLAHOMA ST. 

The former minor league 
pitcher threw for 4,277 
yards and 34 touchdowns 
while leading the Big 12 in 
passing efficiency in his 
first year as the Cowboys 
starter. Having his favorite 
target, Justin Blackmon, 
back is a plus, but losing 
highly regarded coordinator 
Dana Holgorsen to West 
Virginia is a blow. 


Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon_Robert Woods, WR, USC 
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8. JUSTIN \ 
BLACKMON, WR, \\ 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
Blackmon teamed 
with Brandon Weeden to 
form one of the nation’s 
most explosive pass-catch 
duos. After catching 20 
passes as a redshirt ( 
freshman in 2009, f 
Blackmon blew up 
last fall, ranking 
second inthe nation ‘ie 
in receptions (111) 
and third in yards 
(1,782) while leading the 
country (by a wide margin} 
with 20 TD catches. 


9. RYAN BROYLES, 

WR, OKLAHOMA 

Broyles was phenomenal 
as a junior, leading the 
nation with 131 recep- 
tions and ranking third 
in receiving yards with 
1,622. He continues to be 
the top target for OU 
quarterback Landry Jones. 


10. ROBERT GRIFFIN, 
QB, BAYLOR 

He’s the most dangerous 
dual-threat quarterback in 
the country — he threw for 
3,501 yards and rushed for 
635 in 2010 — but Griffin 
will have a tough time im- 
pressing Heisman voters 
unless the Bears can 
somehow challenge for the 
Big 12 crown. 


Stephen Brashear 


INNOVATION 
The All-New Nissan JUKE 


INNOVATION THAT LASTS 
Nissan ALTIMA’ 


INNOVATION BEYOND TWO DOORS 
Nissan MAXIMA 


INNOVATION WITH STYLE 
Nissan MURANO 


At Nissan, we believe in innovation. 
Not just for some, not just for the 
elite, not just for the select few. 
Innovation for all. 


Always wear your seat belt, and please don't drink and drive, ©2011 Nissan North America, Inc 


viNieoy-Vilel THAT ADAPTS 
Nissan ROGUE 


INNOVATION F HE PLAN 


The 100” electric, no-gas Nissan LEAF” 


fe SHIFT the way you move 


INNOVATION 


Nissan VERSA’ 


NissanUSA.com 
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e® hee ee * REY Ee oe EG 2 | CAROLINA 
FIRST-TEAM ALL-AMERICA team 
a 
OFFENSE 7 
oF Andrew Luck _6'4", 235, Jr_ Stanford 
4 LaMichael James _5'9",185,Jr_ Oregon 
SS Marcus Lattimore _6'0", 231, So. South Carolina 
bs Justin Blackmon  _6'1", 211, Jr__ Oklahoma State 


Ne Ryan Broyles _5'11", 187, Sr.__ Oklahoma 
<€ Michael Egnew _6°6", 240, Sr__ Missouri 

Michael Brewster _6'5", 293, Jr__Ohio State 
David DeCastro _6'5", 310, Jrn_ Stanford 
Barrett Jones _6'5", 311, Jr_ Alabama 
Nate Potter _6'6", 300,Sr._ Boise State 
Matt Reynolds S6i6ecciore, 8 BYU 


Quinton Coples —_6’6", 285, Sr__ North Carolina _ 
Brandon Jenkins _6'3", 258, Jr___ Florida State 
Jared Crick _6'6", 285, Sr_ Nebraska 
Billy Winn _6'4", 295, Sr___ Boise State 
Lavonte David _6'1", 220, Sr__Nebraska 
Luke Kuechly _6'3", 235, Jrn___ Boston College 
Manti Te’o _6'2", 255, Jr__ Notre Dame 
Cliff Harris _5'11", 165, Jr__ Oregon 

Jayron Hosley _9'10", 170, Jr Virginia Tech 
Mark Barron _6'2, 218, Sr__ Alabama 

T.J. McDonald 2673, 205;Jr2 (USC 


| SPECIAL TEAMS 
Blair Walsh _5'10", 192, Sr_ Georgia 
Drew Butler _6'2", 214, Sr___ Georgia 
Eric Page _5'10", 180, Jr__ Toledo 
Cliff Harris _5'11", 165, Jr_ Oregon 


Damaris Johnson _5'8",170,Sr._ Tulsa 


pe 
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INNOVATION BEYOND TWO DOORS 
Nissan MAXIMA’ 


The 290-hp 4-Door Sports Car™ Nissan MAXIMA‘ Innovation for all. 


NissanUSA.com | yy 


PROUDLY PRESENTS THE 


ET sports/ 2011 preseason 
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SECOND-TEAM ALL-AMERICA team 
| OFFENSE 
Lx Kellen Moore ___—_6'0", 191, Sr__ Boise State 
cs Knile Davis _ _6'0", 230, Jr_ Arkansas | 
rae Trent Richardson —95'11", 224, Jr_ Alabama ; ty 
Alshon Jeffery _6'4", 233, Jr_ South Carolina Kheeston Randall, DT, Texas 
Michael Floyd ~6'3", 227, Sr_ Notre Dame THIRD-TEAM ALL-AMERICA 


I 


Jaymes Brooks "_6'2", 307, Sr ‘Virginia Tech OFFENSE 
Robert Griffin _6'2",220,Jr_ Baylor 


Brandon Washington _6'4", 320, Jr___ Miami (Fla.] 


Ronnie Hillman _5'10", 175, So.__ San Diego State | 


ae LadariusGreen _—_6'6", 230, Sr___ UL Lafayette 
& David Molk _6'2", 288, Sr__ Michigan 


pe Levy Adcock _ —6'6", 322, Sr__ Oklahoma State 
Jonathan Martin _6'6", 304, Jr_ Stanford 


SF chr Polk 5111", 214, Jr__ Washington | 
We Juron Criner —6'4", 210, Sr_ Arizona | 
Wwe Jeff Fuller —6'4",215,Sr_ TexasA&M 
Orson Charles _6°3", 241, Jr_ Georgia 
paras si William Viachos 61", 294,Sr_ Alabama 
jg Shes MeCietin __697; 258, Se Boise State _ Pag Lonnie Edwards _6'4", 322, Jr___ Texas Tech 
pe Devin Taylor _—_6°7", 248, Jr__ South Carolina _ reg Ryan Miller _—_6'8", 310, Sr__ Colorado 
pos Kendall Reyes _6'4", 298, Sr_ Connecticut _ = Riley Reiff == _.6'6", 300, Jr_—_—lowa 
John Simon _6'2", 270, Jr____ Ohio State ” Mike Ryan —6'5", 333, Sr___ Connecticut 


Tank Carder Boat a7 pone ICU 
Travis Lewis _6'2", 233, Sr_ Oklahoma 


Stephon Gilmore _6'1", 194, Jr__ South Carolina _ 


or Vontaze Burfict___6'3", 252, Jn_._ Arizona State __ 
B = - 
B 


DEFENSE 

_ Jake Bequette | 5", 271, Sr 
Brad Madison _6'4", 265, Jr__—_ Missouri 
Kheeston Randall _6'5", 295, Sr__ Texas 


Shaun Prater _ 911", 180, Sr_._lowa 


John Boyett _5'10", 198, Jr___ Oregon 
George lloka _6'3",216,Sr_ Boise State 


—6'5", 271, Sr__ Arkansas 


a Tydreke Powell _6'3", 315, Sr_ North Carolina 
“G9 Dont’a Hightower _6'4", 260, Jr__ Alabama 
Shayne Skov _6'3", 243, Jr___ Stanford 
SPECIAL TEAMS 2 _ Danny Trevathan _6'1", 230, Sr_ Kentucky 
Grant Ressel _6'2",190,Sr_ Missouri cB Dre Kirkpatrick _6'3", 192, Jr_ Alabama 
Quinn Sharp _6'1", 189, Jr___ Oklahoma State Chase Minnifield _6'0", 185, Sr__Virginia___ 
Nick Williams _5'10", 183, Jr_ Connecticut EF Ray ay amstng _6'4", 215, Jn__ Miami (Fla.] 
Tony Logan _5'10", 180, Sr Maryland _ _Markelle Martin _6'1", 192, Sr__ Oklahoma State _| 


Robert Woods =r SuINS 185,So,___ USC 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Danny Hrapmann _5'9", 160, Jr__— Southern Miss 
Kyle Martens _6'6", 200,Sr._ —— Rice 

_Andre Debose _5'11", 180, So._ Florida 

Greg Reid _5'8", 185, Jr___—_— Florida State 
TY.Hilton "10", 183, Sr__FIU_ 


AL. 


Shaun Prater, CB, lowa 


Kellen Moore, QB, Boise State 
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Moore; Paul Jasienski; Prater: Mike McGinnis 
Griffin: Chris Covatta; Randall: Tim Umphrey 
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; NATIONAL EDITION 


TAKE OUR READER SURVEY FOR A CHANCE TO 3 WAYS TO ENTER* 


WIN AN iPad 1) http://www.athlonsports.com/athlonfan 


We want to know what you think! Complete our survey and TEXT ATHLONFAN 
we'll reward your effort by selecting one lucky winner to TO 67463 
receive a new iPad. a eee ee 


*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. Open only to legal residents of 50 United States and District of Columbia age 18 and older at time of entry. All entries must be received between 12:01AM ET on May 24, 2011 
and 11:59PM ET on August 31, 2011. Participants will automatically receive one entry in connection with submission of a completed survey. One entry per person. See official rules for instructions on how to enter without completing a survey. 
ARV of sweepstakes prize is $499. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. All portions of this sweepstakes are subject to the official rules located at http://www.athlonsports.com/athlonfan. Sponsored by: Athlon 
Sports Communications, Inc. 


THE 11th ANNUAL == 


ATHLON AWARDS 


ATHLON SPORTS RANKS EVERY UNIT EACH IN CONFERENCE 
* A “1” SIGNIFIES THE BEST UNIT 


ACE 
i QB RB WR/TE OL DEREBs eDB 
'] BOSTON COLLEGE 8 LS Sivd 9 6 1 6 
| CLEMSON 7 3 6 3 4 9 R) 
~ | DUKE i AiN2 2 11 Ve A 12, 
|] FLORIDA STATE 3 4 1 4 1 5 @ 
'} GEORGIA TECH 10 7 12 10 9 8 1 
~] MARYLAND 2 6 8 7 5 4 7 
_] MIAMI 6 5 5 2 3 3 3 
-} NORTH CAROLINA 9 10 4 6 2 2 9 
| NC STATE 1 9 9 5 8 7 8 
+} VIRGINIA 2a 10 8 1 ee 4 
] VIRGINIA TECH 5 2 3 1 7 6 2 
F WAKE FOREST 11 8 1 12 ie) 10 


S1IGA2 


zz QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB 
| BAYLOR ‘te 7. i Bi LO THO 
"| IOWA STATE Bieei0,, 0s 48 jum 8 
| KANSAS foto? = ea 8 a aE) 
| KANSAS STATE (ee R ako S100) MUeny eG 
| MissourRI Geno. abe 43 ee ee 
] OKLAHOMA ae: 1 5 3. @—2 
-JOKLAHOMASTATE 3 3 2 = 1 ayy 
| TEXAS bamehl Serbo G 2 aes 
| TEXAS A&M 4 1 Cane key 4 
hee iban a Nites Ve 6. OK eee 


_| TEXAS TECH 


3IG-EAST- 
QB RB WR/TE OL 
CINCINNATI ik 4 6 4 1 & 
CONNECTICUT Sane 7 1 OB AS 
| LOUISVILLE Tad Be Bh 7 
PITTSBURGH ae 5 4 333 
RUTGERS 6 6 G@—8s——7—2——46 
SOUTH FLORIDA Seg 6 5 cet 
| SYRACUSE 5 65 3 3 AE: 
ey 2 2 oe 


| WEST VIRGINIA 


56 ATHLON SPORTS 


Big 10: Joe Robbins; USA: Viadimir Cherry/US Presswire; MAC: Aaron Josefczyk/Icon SMI; MWC: Tim Umphery 


ACC, Big East: Bruce Schwartzman; Big 12 : Layne Mut 
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. Arkansas 

. Oklahoma 

. Oklahoma State 
. Texas A&M 

. Notre Dame 

. Arizona 

. Missouri 

. Baylor 

. Washington 

. Florida State 


. Stanford 

. Boise State 

. Baylor 

. Oklahoma 

. Oklahoma State 
. NC State 

USC 

. Oregon 

. Michigan 

. Arizona 


. Oregon 

. Wisconsin 

. Texas A&M 

. South Carolina 
. Alabama 

. Michigan State 
. Arkansas 

. Boston College 
. Washington 

. Ohio State 


ON ON CAR WN — 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
Uf 
8 
9 
0 


ONMN ON COP WN — 


my 4 be a" oo , 
x PY le = 
OFFENSIVELINE 1.Alabama 2.OklahomaState 3.QhioState 4.TexasA&M 5. Boise State 
6.Wisconsin 7.lowa 8.Stanford 9.Missouri 10. BYU 


ae 


. Alabama 
LSU 

. Florida State 
. Virginia Tech 
. Nebraska 
Oregon 

. Texas A&M 

. Ohio State 

. Penn State 

. Oklahoma 


. Boise State 

. Florida State 

. South Carolina 

. Nebraska 

. North Carolina : 
Mi : . Arizona State 

. Missouri 7CU 

. Florida 2 


. Ohio State : Nee 
. Arkansas . Notre Dame 


Texas } Florida 
. Missouri 


. Alabama 

. Oklahoma 

. Texas 

. Boston College 


ONMNONA OF WN 


—_ 
—_ 
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COLLEGE FANTASY 


ATHLON SPORTS 
SSS SSS 
TOP 200 OVERALL 

i ans oe | 


1. Case Keenum, QB, Houston 
2. LaMichael James, RB, Oregon 
3. Justin Blackmon, WR, Oklahoma State 
4. Ryan Broyles, WR, Oklahoma 
5. Dominique Davis, QB, East Carolina 
6. Lance Dunbar, RB, North Texas 
7. Bobby Rainey, RB, Western Kentucky 
8. Landry Jones, QB, Oklahoma 
9. Marcus Lattimore, RB, South Carolina 
10. Trent Richardson, RB, Alabama 
11. Bryant Moniz, QB, Hawaii 
12. Robert Griffin, QB, Baylor 
13. Knile Davis, RB, Arkansas 
14. Ronnie Hillman, RB, San Diego State 
15. Doug Martin, RB, Boise State 
16. David Wilson, RB, Virginia Tech 
17. Jordan White, WR, Western Michigan 
18. Kyle Padron, QB, SMU 
19. Brandon Weeden, QB, Oklahoma State 
20. Marcus Coker, RB, lowa 
21. Ryan Aplin, QB, Arkansas State 
22. Denard Robinson, QB, Michigan 
23. Lance Lewis, WR, East Carolina 
24. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
25. Montee Ball, RB, Wisconsin 
26. Chris Polk, RB, Washington 
27. Patrick Edwards, WR, Houston 
28. Eric Page, WR, Toledo 
29. Alshon Jeffery, WR, South Carolina 
30. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas ASM 
31. Cyrus Gray, RB, Texas AGM 
32. Austin Davis, QB, Southern Miss 
33. GJ. Kinne, QB, Tulsa 
34, Alex Carder, QB, Western Michigan 
35. Dan Persa, QB, Northwestern 
36, Juron Criner, WR, Arizona 
37. Kamar Jorden, WR, Bowling Green 
38. Cody Wilson, WR, Central Michigan 
39. Montel Harris, RB, Boston College 
40. James White, RB, Wisconsin 
41. Adonis Thomas, RB, Toledo 
42. Orleans Darkwa, RB, Tulane 
43. Mike Ball, RB, Nevada 
44. Geno Smith, QB, West Virginia 


JUSTIN 
BLACKMON 


60 


FOOTBAL 


45. Damaris Johnson, WR, Tulsa 
46. Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon 
47. Kellen Moore, QB, Boise State 
48. Tavon Austin, WR, West Virginia 
49, Rodney Stewart, RB, Colorado 
50. Royce Pollard, WR, Hawaii 
51. Robert Woods, WR, USC 
52. Ray Graham, RB, Pittsburgh 
53. Lennon Creer, RB, Louisiana Tech 
54. Bernard Pierce, RB, Temple 
55. Rex Burkhead, RB, Nebraska 
56. Edwin Baker, RB, Michigan State 
57. Zach Line, RB, SMU 
58. Cole Beasley, WR, SMU 
59. Andre Ellington, RB, Clemson 
60. Ladarius Green, TE, UL Lafayette 
61. Russell Wilson, QB, NC State 
62. Andrew Luck, QB, Stanford 
63. Michael Egnew, TE, Missouri 
64. Jeremy Ebert, WR, Northwestern 
65. Corey Robinson, QB, Troy 
66. Brandon Bolden, RB, Ole Miss 
67. Robert Turbin, RB, Utah State 
68. Darius Johnson, WR, SMU 
69. Stepfan Taylor, RB, Stanford 
70. Robbie Rouse, RB, Fresno State 
71. Bryan Ellis, QB, UAB 
72. LY. Hilton, WR, Florida International 
73. DJ Woods, WR, Cincinnati 
74. Nick Harwell, WR, Miami (Ohio) 
75. Tauren Poole, RB, Tennessee 
76. Kendall Wright, WR, Baylor 
77. Michael Dyer, RB, Auburn 
78. Cierre Wood, RB, Notre Dame 
79. Darriet Perry, RB, FIU 
80. Antwon Bailey, RB, Syracuse 
81. Marquess Wilson, WR, Washington State 
82. Kenny Stills, WR, Oklahoma 
83. Eric Stephens, RB, Texas Tech 
84. Vick Ballard, RB, Mississippi State 
85. Jason Ford, RB, Illinois 
86. Greg Childs, WR, Arkansas 
87. Jermaine Kearse, WR, Washington 
88. Theo Riddick, WR, Notre Dame 
89. Chandler Harnish, QB, Northern Illinois 
90. Matt Barkley, QB, USC 
91. TJ. Moe, WR, Missouri 
92. Daniel Herron, RB, Ohio State 
93. Silas Redd, RB, Penn State 
94. Nick Foles, QB, Arizona 
95. Tyler Wilson, QB, Arkansas 
96. Tyron Carrier, WR, Houston 
97. Zach Collaros, QB, Cincinnati 
98. Kendrick Hardy, RB, Southern Miss 
99. Pat Shed, RB, UAB 
100. Jeff Godfrey, QB, UCF 
101. Alex Torres, WR, Texas Tech 
102. Mohamed Sanu, WR, Rutgers 
103. Seth Doege, QB, Texas Tech 
104. Tyler Eifert, TE, Notre Dame 
105. Cody Hoffman, WR, BYU 
106. Bryce Beall, RB, Houston 
107. Davin Meggett, RB, Maryland 
108. Joseph Randle, RB, Oklahoma State 
109. Sam McGuffie, RB, Rice 
110. Luke Willson, TE, Rice 
111. Orson.Charles, TE, Georgia 
112. Chris Owusu, WR, Stanford 
113. Isaiah Pead, RB, Cincinnati 
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114. Ed Wesley, RB, TCU 

115. Drake Dunsmore, TE, Northwestern 
116. Kolton Browning, QB, UL Monroe 
117. Taylor Martinez, QB, Nebraska 
118. Conner Vernon, WR, Duke 

119. Roy Roundtree, WR, Michigan 
120. Johnathan Franklin, RB, UCLA 
121. J) Di Luigi, RB, BYU 

122. Spencer Ware, RB, LSU 

123. Jake Heaps, QB, BYU 

124. Lucas Reed, TE, New Mexico 

125. Jordan Reed, TE, Florida 

126. Dayne Crist, QB, Notre Dame 
127. Alabama DEF/SPT 

128. Boise State DEF/SPT 

129. Derek Moye, WR, Penn State 

130. Ryan Swope, WR, Texas ASM 

131. Tyler Shoemaker, WR, Boise State 
132. Malcolm Brown, RB, Texas 

133. Isi Sofele, RB, California 

134. Nathan Scheelhaase, QB, Illinois 
135. BJ. Cunningham, WR, Michigan State 
136. Geraldo Hiwat, WR, Boise State 

137. Darius Bright, WR, Hawaii 

138. Coby Fleener, TE, Stanford 

139. Isaiah Crowell, RB, Georgia 

140. Roy Finch, RB, Oklahoma 

141. Brandon Williams, RB, Oklahoma 
142. Dwayne Frampton, WR, Arkansas State 
143. Marc Tyler, RB, USC 

144. Tim Jefferson, QB, Air Force 

145. Joe Adams, WR, Arkansas 

146. Damarlo Belcher, WR, Indiana 
147. James Hanna, TE, Oklahoma 

148. Kyler Reed, TE, Nebraska 

149. Florida State DEF/SPT 

150. Virginia Tech DEF/SPT 

151. Christine Michael, RB, Texas A&M 
152. DJ. Shoemate, RB, Connecticut 
153. Da’Jon McKnight, WR, Minnesota 
154. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 
155. George Bryan, TE, NC State 

156. Nebraska DEF/SPT 

157. TCU DEF/SPT 

158. Ohio State DEF/SPT 

159. Dwight Jones, WR, North Carolina 
160. Marvin McNutt, WR, lowa 

161. Ryan Tannehill, QB, Texas ASM 
162. Aaron Murray, QB, Georgia 

163. Keola Antolin, RB, Arizona 

164. Latavius Murray, RB, UCF 

165. James Sims, RB, Kansas 

166. Shontrelle Johnson, RB, lowa State 
167. Raymond Sanders, RB, Kentucky 
168. A.J. Jenkins, WR, Illinois 

169. Kelvin Bolden, WR, Southern Miss 
170. Rishard Matthews, WR, Nevada 
171. Oregon DEF/SPT 

172. Florida OEF/SPT 

173. Gavin Escobar, TE, San Diego State 
174. Asher Clark, RB, Air Force 

175. Alexander Teich, RB, Navy 

176. Chris Rainey, RB, Florida 

176. Alvester Alexander, RB, Wyoming 
177. Lamar Miller, RB, Miami 

178. Joe Halahuni, TE, Oregon State 
179. Josh Gordon, WR, Baylor 

180. Austin Dantin, QB, Toledo 

181. Taylor McHargue, QB, Rice 


Visit ZVi77%e) ] SPORTS, for expanded rankings along with more fantasy coverage. 


CASE 
KEENUM 


182. Chris Relf, QB, Mississippi State 

183. Jeremy Wright, RB, Louisville 

184. Victor Anderson, RB, Louisville 

185. Jacob Pederson, TE, Wisconsin 

186. Tavarres King, WR, Georgia 

187. Ryan Lindley, QB, San Diego State 
188. E) Manuel, QB, Florida State 

189. Dominique Sandifer, WR, San Diego State 
190. Miah Ostrowski, WR, Hawaii 

191. Kenjon Barner, RB, Oregon 

192. Jared Hassin, RB, Army 

193. Mark Harrison, WR, Rutgers 

194. Terrance Wilkerson, WR, SMU 

195. Billy Ray Stutzmann, WR, Hawaii 
196. South Carolina DEF/SPT 

197. LSU DEF/SPT 

198. Kriss Proctor, QB, Navy 

199. Savon Huggins, RB, Rutgers 

200. Cameron Marshall, RB, Arizona State 


LAMICHAEL 
JAMES 


Keenum: Stephen Dunn/Getty Images; Blackmon: Layne Murdoch; James; Stepphen Brashear 


UARTERBACKS 
eVPRTERE 


1. Case Keenum, Houston 
2. Dominique Davis, East Carolina 
3. Landry Jones, Oklahoma 
4, Bryant Moniz, Hawaii 
5. Robert Griffin, Baylor 
6. Kyle Padron, SMU 
7. Brandon Weeden, Oklahoma State 
8. Ryan Aplin, Arkansas State 
9. Denard Robinson, Michigan 
10. Austin Davis, Southern Miss 
11. GJ. Kinne, Tulsa 
12. Alex Carder, Western Michigan 
13. Dan Persa, Northwestern 
14. Geno Smith, West Virginia 
15. Darron Thomas, Oregon 
16. Kellen Moore, Boise State 
17. Russell Wilson”, NC State 
18. Andrew Luck, Stanford 
19. Corey Robinson, Troy 
20. Bryan Ellis, UAB 
21. Chandler Harnish, Northern Illinois 
22. Matt Barkley, USC 
23. Nick Foles, Arizona 
24. Tyler Wilson, Arkansas 
25. Zach Collaros, Cincinnati 
26. Jeff Godfrey, UCF 
27, Seth Doege, Texas Tech 
28. Kolton Browning, UL Monroe 
29. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 
30. Jake Heaps, BYU 
31. Dayne Crist, Notre Dame 
32. Nathan Scheelhaase, Illinois 
33. Tim Jefferson, Air Force 
34. Terrelle Pryor, Ohio State 
35. Ryan Tannehill, Texas ASM 
36. Aaron Murray, Georgia 
37. Austin Dantin, Toledo 
38. Taylor McHargue, Rice 
39. Chris Relf, Mississippi State 
40. Ryan Lindley, San Diego State 
41. E} Manuel, Florida State 
42. Kriss Proctor, Navy 
43. Ryan Radcliff, Central Michigan 
44, Logan Thomas, Virginia Tech 
45. John Brantley, Florida 
46. Colby Cameron, Louisiana Tech 
47. Zac Dysert, Miami (Ohio) 
48. Stephen Garcia, South Carolina 
49, Kirk Cousins, Michigan State 
50. Danny O’Brien, Maryland 
51. Tyler Bray, Tennessee 
52. Brock Osweiler, Arizona State 
53. MarQueis Gray, Minnesota 
54. Alex Gillett, Eastern Michigan 
55. Matt Schilz, Bowling Green 
56. Sean Renfree, Duke 
57. Jeff Tuel, Washington State 
58. James Franklin, Missouri 
59. Tajh Boyd, Clemson 
60. Tevin Washington, Georgia Tech 
61, Ryan Katz, Oregon State 
62. Keith Wenning, Ball State 
63. Tino Sunseri, Pittsburgh 
64. Derek Cart, Fresno State 
65. Tyler Lantrip, Nevada 
66. Barrett Trotter, Auburn 
67. Jordan Wynn, Utah 
68. Casey Pachall, TCU 
69. Keith Price, Washington 
70. B,J. Daniels, South Florida 
71. Garrett Gilbert, Texas 
72. Ryan Nassib, Syracuse 
73. Rob Henry, Purdue 
74, Jacory Harris, Miami 
75. Bryn Renner, North Carolina 
76. Trent Steelman, Army 
77. Pete Thomas, Colorado State 
78. Collin Klein, Kansas State 
79. Tyler Tettleton, Ohio 
80. Chris Masson, UL Lafayette 


“Wilson projects as 17th-ranked 8 if he returns to school 


RUNNING BACKS 
SSS SSS 


1. LaMichael James, Oregon 
2. Lance Dunbar, North Texas 
3. Bobby Rainey, Western Kentucky 
4. Marcus Lattimore, South Carolina 
5. Trent Richardson, Alabama 
6. Knile Davis, Arkansas 
7. Ronnie Hillman, San Diego State 
8. Doug Martin, Boise State 
9. David Wilson, Virginia Tech 
10. Marcus Coker, lowa 
11. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 
12. Chris Polk, Washington 
13. Cyrus Gray, Texas ASM 
14. Montel Harris, Boston College 
15. James White, Wisconsin 
16. Adonis Thomas, Toledo 
17. Orleans Oarkwa, Tulane 
18. Mike Ball, Nevada 
19. Rodney Stewart, Colorado 
20. Ray Graham, Pittsburgh 
21. Lennon Creer, Louisiana Tech 
22. Bernard Pierce, Temple 
23. Rex Burkhead, Nebraska 
24. Edwin Baker, Michigan State 
25. Zach Line, SMU 
26. Andre Ellington, Clemson 
27. Brandon Bolden, Ole Miss 
28. Robert Turbin, Utah State 
29. Stepfan Taylor, Stanford 
30. Robbie Rouse, Fresno State 
31. Tauren Poole, Tennessee 
32. Michael Dyer, Auburn 
33. Cierre Wood, Notre Dame 
34. Darriet Perry, FIU 
35. Antwon Bailey, Syracuse 
36. Eric Stephens, Texas Tech 
37. Vick Ballard, Mississippi State 
38. Jason Ford, Illinois 
39. Daniel Herron, Ohio State 
40. Silas Redd, Penn State 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


1. Justin Blackmon, Oklahoma State 
2. Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 
3. Jordan White, Western Michigan 
4. Lance Lewis, East Carolina 
5. Michael Floyd, Notre Dame 
6. Patrick Edwards, Houston 
7. Eric Page, Toledo 
8. Alshon Jeffery, South Carolina 
9. jeff Fuller, Texas ASM 
10. Juron Criner, Arizona 
11. Kamar Jorden, Bowling Green 
12. Cody Wilson, Central Michigan 
13. Damaris Johnson, Tulsa 
14, Tavon Austin, West Virginia 
15. Royce Pollard, Hawaii 
16. Robert Woods, USC 
17. Cole Beasley, SMU 
18. Jeremy Ebert, Northwestern 
19. Darius Johnson, SMU 
20. LY. Hilton, Florida International 
21. DJ Woods, Cincinnati 
22. Nick Harwell, Miami (Ohio) 
23. Kendall Wright, Baylor 
24, Marquess Wilson, Washington State 
25. Kenny Stills, Oklahoma 
26. Greg Childs, Arkansas 
27. Jermaine Kearse, Washington 
28. Theo Riddick, Notre Dame 
29. TJ. Moe, Missouri 
30. Tyron Carrier, Houston 
31. Alex Torres, Texas Tech 
32. Mohamed Sanu, Rutgers 
33. Cody Hoffman, BYU 
34. Chris Owusu, Stanford 
35. Conner Vernon, Duke 
36. Roy Roundtree, Michigan 
37. Derek Moye, Penn State 
38. Ryan Swope, Texas ASM 
39. Tyler Shoemaker, Boise State 
40. BJ. Cunningham, Michigan State 


41. Kendrick Hardy, Southern Miss 
42. Pat Shed, UAB 

43. Bryce Beall, Houston 

44. Davin Meggett, Maryland 

45. Joseph Randle, Oklahoma State 
46. Sam McGuffie, Rice 

47. Isaiah Pead, Cincinnati 

48. Ed Wesley, TCU 

49. Johnathan Franklin, UCLA 

50. }) Di Luigi, BYU 

51. Spencer Ware, LSU 

52. Malcolm Brown, Texas 

53. Isi Sofele, California 

54. Isaiah Crowell, Georgia 

55. Roy Finch, Oklahoma 

56. Brandon Williams, Oklahoma 
57. Marc Tyler, USC 

58. Christine Michael, Texas ASM 
59. D.J. Shoemate, Connecticut 
60. Keola Antolin, Arizona 

61. Latavius Murray, UCF 

62. James Sims, Kansas 

63. Shontrelle Johnson, lowa State 
64. Raymond Sanders, Kentucky 
65. Asher Clark, Air Force 

66. Alexander Teich, Navy 

67. Chris Rainey, Florida 

68. Alvester Alexander, Wyoming 
69, Lamar Miller, Miami 

70. Jeremy Wright, Louisville 

71. Victor Anderson, Louisville 

72. Kenjon Barner, Oregon 

73. Jarred Hassin, Army 

74. Savon Huggins, Rutgers 

75. Cameron Marshall, Arizona State 
76. Stephen Hopkins, Michigan 
77. Chris Thompson, Florida State 
78. Jasmin Hopkins, Northern Illinois 
79. Josh Harris, Wake Forest 

80. Jeremy Smith, Oklahoma State 


41. Geraldo Hiwat, Boise State 

42. Darius Bright, Hawaii 

43. Dwayne Frampton, Arkansas State 
44. Joe Adams, Arkansas 

45. Damarlo Belcher, Indiana 

46. Da‘Jon McKnight, Minnesota 
47. Dwight Jones, North Carolina 
48. Marvin McNutt, lowa 

49. AJ. Jenkins, Illinois 

50. Kelvin Bolden, Southern Miss 
51. Rishard Matthews, Nevada 

52. Josh Gordon, Baylor 

53. Tavarres King, Georgia 

54. Dominique Sandifer, San Diego State 
55. Miah Ostrowski, Hawaii 

56. Mark Harrison, Rutgers 

57. Terrance Wilkerson, SMU 

58. Billy Ray Stutzmann, Hawaii 
59, Rueben Randle, LSU 

60. Marvin Jones, California 

61. Markus Wheaton, Oregon State 
62. Chad Bumphis, Mississippi State 
63. Josh Huff, Oregon 

64. Da’Rick Rogers, Tennessee 

65. Chip Reeves, Troy 

66. Ivan McCartney, West Virginia 
67. DeVier Posey, Ohio State 

68. Devin Street, Pittsburgh 

69. Justin Hunter, Tennessee 

70. Keenan Allen, California 

71. Marquis Maze, Alabama 

72. Quinton Dunbar, Florida 

73. EJ. Smith, Houston 

74. DeAndre Hopkins, Clemson 
75. Marcus Sales, Syracuse 

76. Tyshon Goode, Kent State 

77. Josh Cooper, Oklahoma State 
78. Emory Blake, Auburn 

79. Donovan Varner, Duke 

80. Tyler Urban, West Virginia 


_ TIGHT ENDS 
Saag Ss 


1. Ladarius Green, UL Lafayette 
| 2. Michael Egnew, Missouri 
3. Tyler Eifert, Notre Dame 
4. Luke Willson, Rice 
5. Orson Charles, Georgia 
6. Drake Dunsmore, Northwestern 
7. Lucas Reed, New Mexico 
8. Jordan Reed, Florida 
9. Coby Fleener, Stanford 
10. James Hanna, Oklahoma 
11. Kyler Reed, Nebraska 
12. George Bryan, NC State 
13. Gavin Escobar, San Diego State 
14. Joe Halahuni, Oregon State 
15. Jacob Pederson, Wisconsin 
16. Dwayne Allen, Clemson 
17. Eric Lait, Minnesota 
18. David Paulson, Oregon 
19. Kyle Efaw, Boise State 
20. Brandon Barden, Vanderbilt 
21. Jake Stoneburner, Ohio State 
22. Ryan Otten, San Jose State 
23. Cooper Helfet, Duke 
24. Ted Bolser, Indiana 
25. Kevin Koger, Michigan 
26. Philip Lutzenkirchen, Auburn 
27. Chris Gragg, Arkansas 
28. 0.C. Jefferson, Rutgers 
29. Deangelo Peterson, LSU 
30. Jack Doyle, Western Kentucky 


DEFENSE/ST 


1. Alabama } 
2. Boise State 
3. Florida State 
4. Virginia Tech 
5. Nebraska 
6. TCU 
7. Ohio State 
8. Oregon 
9. Florida 
10. South Carolina 
11, LSU , 
12. Missouri 
13. Texas 
14, Boston College 
15. lowa 
16. Oklahoma 
17. Notre Dame 
| 18. Georgia 
19. Miami 
20. Arkansas 
21, Texas ASM 
22. Penn State 
23. Connecticut 
24. North Carolina 
25. West Virginia 
25. UCF 
26. Arizona State 
27. NC State 
28. BYU 
29. USC 
30. Oklahoma State 


KICKERS 
SSS 


1. Danny Hrapmann, Southern Miss 
2. Blair Walsh, Georgia 
3. Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 
4. Philip Welch, Wisconsin 
5. Aaron Jones, Baylor 
6. Grant Ressel, Missouri 
7. Zach Hocker, Arkansas 
8. Michael Barbour, East Carolina 
9. Dan Conroy, Michigan State 
10. Jimmy Stevens, Oklahoma 
11. Abel Perez, San Diego State 
12. Quinn Sharp, Oklahoma State 
13. Derek Dimke, Illinois 
14. Will Snyderwine, Duke 
15. David Ruffer, Notre Dame 
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ay 


2 


” 


144 


45 


168 


169 


192 


193 


VEEXXEREE 


Follow 


CBSSPORTS.COM 
CASE KEENUM 
QB, Houston 
JAMES WHITE 
RB, Wisconsin 


MONTEL HARRIS 


RB, Boston College 


CODY WILSON 


WR, Central Michigan 


AUSTIN DAVIS 


QB, Southern Miss 


RB, Arizona State 


us on Cui 


| 
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(TODD — 
DEVRIES 
COLLEGEFOOTBALLGEEK.COM 
? LaMICHAEL JAMES 
RB, Oregon 
JORDAN WHITE 
WR, Western Michigan 


2 MARCUS COKER 


RB, lowa 


ALEX CARDER 
* QB, Western Michigan 


5° LADARIUS GREEN 
TE, UL Lafayette 


23 


47 


RB, Virginia 


“ERIC 


f 
| OLSON 
ATHLON SPORTS 


3 JUSTIN BLACKMON 
WR, Oklahoma State 


RYAN APLIN 
QB, Arkansas State 
RAY GRAHAM 
RB, Pittsburgh 
“ BRANDON BOLDEN 

RB, Ole Miss 


ANDREW LUCK 
QB, Stanford 


2 


27 


51 


ADONISTHOMAS 7” DARIUSJOHNSON ” LENNON CREER 
RB, Toledo WR, SMU RB, Louisiana Tech 
™ KENDALLWRIGHT ™“ NICK FOLES 7% JEREMY EBERT 
WR, Baylor _ QB, Arizona WR, Northwestern 
% ALEXANDERTEICH * EDWINBAKER ™BRANDON WILLIAMS 
RB, Navy RB, Michigan State RB, Oklahoma 
GERALDO HIWAT * JASON FORD * NICK HARWELL 
WR, Boise State RB, Illinois WR, Miami (Ohio) 
"0 JACOB PEDERSON ' NATHAN SCHEELHAASE '® KENDRICK HARDY 
TE, Wisconsin QB, Illinois RB, Southern Miss 
') TAYLOR MCHARGUE '% KELVINBOLDEN ‘' TYRON CARRIER 
QB, Rice WR, Southern Miss WR, Houston 
TIMJEFFERSON ™“ CONNERVERNON “ CHRIS RELF 
QB, Air Force WR, Duke QB, Mississippi State 
TCU “MARCUS SALES =“ ROY FINCH 
DEF/ST WR, Syracuse RB, Oklahoma 
JAREDHASSIN '” BRYCEBROWN ‘' RYANLINDLEY 
RB, Army RB, Kansas State —_ QB, San Diego State 
JAMES RODGERS ‘RAYMOND SANDERS LUCAS REED 
WR, Oregon State RB, Kentucky TE, New Mexico 
MARKHARRISON ' MIKESHANAHAN ' DWIGHT JONES 
WR, Rutgers WR, Pittsburgh WR, North Carolina 
LAVASIERTUINE] ' = TAJH BOYD 1% CHRIS RAINEY 
WR, Oregon QB, Clemson RB, Florida 
LSU 215 OKLAHOMA 214 KRISS PROCTOR 
DEF/ST DEF/ST QB, Navy 
217 DANNY HRAPMANN 2° DUSTINHOPKINS 7% SOUTH CAROLINA 
K, Southern Miss K, Florida State DEF/ST 
0 CAMERON MARSHALL #? =PERRYJONES ** ABEL PEREZ 


K, San Diego State 


<= 


JOE > 
\ 
DiSALVO 
THECOLLEGEFANTASYFOOTBALLSITE.COM 


* RYAN BROYLES 
WR, Oklahoma 


ROBERT GRIFFIN 
QB, Baylor 
LANCE LEWIS 
WR, East Carolina 
RODNEY STEWART 
RB, Colorado 
MICHAEL EGNEW 
TE, Missouri 
BERNARD PIERCE 
RB, Temple 
ZACH LINE 
RB, SMU 
RISHARD MATTHEWS 
WR, Nevada 
JEFF GODFREY 
QB, UCF 
SPENCER WARE 
RB, LSU 
PAT SHED 
RB, UAB 
COLBY CAMERON 
QB, Louisiana Tech 
8 VICTOR ANDERSON 
RB, Louisville 
TYLER URBAN 
WR, West Virginia 
JAMES SIMS 
RB, Kansas 
18 MIAH OSTROWSKI 
WR, Hawaii 
BILLY FOSTER 
RB/WR, Memphis 
AARON JONES 
K, Baylor 
OREGON 
DEF/ST 


37 JAMES FRANKLIN 
QB, Missouri 


2 


2 


45 


52 


6 


% 


” 


100 


117 


124 


“1 


165 


172 


19% 


213 


220 
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ATHLON SPORTS 
SMARCUS LATTIMORE 


RB, South Carolina 


2 MICHAEL FLOYD 
WR, Notre Dame 


KYLE PADRON 
QB, SMU 
“ DARRON THOMAS 
QB, Oregon 
5% ANDRE ELLINGTON 
RB, Clemson 
SAM McGUFFIE 
RB, Rice 
CHRIS OWUSU 
WR, Stanford 
ORSON CHARLES 
TE, Georgia 
ISAIAH CROWELL 
RB, Georgia 
DAYNE CRIST 
QB, Notre Dame 


'% RUSSELL SHEPARD 
WR, LSU 


DEVIER POSEY 
WR, Ohio State 


LAMAR MILLER 
RB, Miami 
FLORIDA STATE 
DEF/ST 
1 TERRANCE WILKERSON 
WR, SMU 


18 JOHN BRANTLEY 
QB, Florida 


DEREK MOYE 
WR, Penn State 


DAVID RUFFER 
K, Notre Dame 


21 WASHAUN EALEY 
RB, Georgia 


26 DEONTE THOMPSON 
WR, Florida 


a 


nn 


R 


101 


116 


40 


r= 
Ss 


64 


17 


212 


STEVEN > 
\ 


f 
/  LASSAN 
ATHLON SPORTS 


§ DOMINIQUE DAVIS 
QB, East Carolina 


DOUG MARTIN 
RB, Boise State 


*® ORLEANS DARKWA 
RB, Tulane 


ERIC PAGE 
WR, Toledo 


ROBERT WOODS 
WR, USC 


MIKE BALL 
RB, Nevada 


ROBERT TURBIN 
RB, Utah State 


COREY ROBINSON 
QB, Troy 


T.J. MOE 
WR, Missouri 


DARRIET PERRY 
RB, FIU 


CHANDLER HARNISH 
QB, Northern Illinois 


13” ERIC STEPHENS 
RB, Texas Tech 
LUKE WILLSON 
TE, Rice 
13 SHONTRELLE JOHNSON 
RB, lowa State 
™ B.J. CUNNINGHAM 
WR, Michigan State _ 
7 RYAN TANNEHILL 
QB, Texas A&M 


18 JASMIN HOPKINS 
RB, Northern Illinois 


2" BILLY RAY STUTZMANN 


W 


43 


54 


7 


% 


n 


102 


WS 


150 


WR, Hawaii 
a TEXAS 
DEF/ST 
25 ZACH HOCKER 
K, Arkansas 


teer For coverage of all things fantasy throughout the season follow twitter.com/AthlonSports 


ATHLON SPORTS 


SCORING 


OFFENSE 

10 yards rushing = 1 point 
10 yards receiving = 1 point 
25 yards passing = 1 point 
4 points per passing TD 


6 points per rushing TO 

6 points per receiving TO 

6 points per punt/kick return TO 
0.5 points per reception 


ATHLON SPORTS e COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL 


KICKING 

39 yards and under = 3 points 
40-49 yards = 4 points 

50-59 yards = 5 points 

60+ yards = 6 points 


TEAM DEFENSES 
0 points allowed - 15 pts 
2-6 points allowed - 10 pts 
7-13 points allowed - 7 pts 
14-20 points allowed - 4 pts 


21-27 points allowed - 2 pts 
28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
35+ points allowed - (-2) pts 
Safeties - 2 pts 


Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 
Interceptions recovered - 3 pts 
Sacks - 1 pt 

Defensive/Special Teams TDs - 6 pts 


— For complete analysis of the mock draft visit ATHLONSPORTS.COM/FANTASY — 


WR, Minnesota 


WR, Tulsa WR, Houston 
| 3 GENO SMITH 536 DARIUS BRIGHT 
QB, West Virginia WR, Hawaii 
- DJ WOODS 6 BRYAN ELLIS 
WR, Cincinnati QB, UAB 
” CIERRE WOOD % VICK BALLARD 
RB, Notre Dame RB, Mississippi State 
% KENNY STILLS 8 VIRGINIA TECH 
WR, Oklahoma DEF/ST 
103 |SAIAH PEAD 104 SETH DOEGE 
RB, Cincinnati QB, Texas Tech 
™% TYLERWILSON ‘® JUSTINHUNTER 
QB, Arkansas WR, Tennessee 
| 7 BOISE STATE 128 IS] SOFELE 
DEF/ST RB, California 
| 1388 CHRISTINE MICHAEL %” EDWESLEY 
RB, Texas A&M RB, TCU 
1 JOE ADAMS be ROSS APO 
WR, Arkansas WR, BYU 
1 =JAMESHANNA = D.J. SHOEMATE 
TE, Oklahoma RB, Connecticut 
5 RYAN SWOPE 6 KIRBY MOORE 
WR, Texas A&M WR, Boise State 
16 EJ MANUEL 1 JIMMY STEVENS 
QB, Florida State K, Oklahoma 
199 JOSH HUFF 200 SAVON HUGGINS 
WR, Oregon RB, Rutgers 
210 CHARLESSIMS **  QHIOSTATE 
RB, Houston DEF/ST 
23 BLAIRWALSH ™ RYAN RADCLIFF 
K, Georgia QB, Central Michigan 
236 DA'JONMCKNIGHT 2° DION SIMS 


TE, Michigan State 


WR, Texas A&M 


37 REX BURKHEAD 
RB, Nebraska 


MATT BARKLEY 
QB, USC 
TAUREN POOLE 
RB, Tennessee 
8 JERMAINE KEARSE 
WR, Washington 
JAKE HEAPS 
QB, BYU 
THEO RIDDICK 
WR, Notre Dame 
ANTWON BAILEY 
RB, Syracuse 
CODY HOFFMAN 
WR, BYU 
JORDAN REED 
TE, Florida 
LOGAN THOMAS 
QB, Virginia Tech 
BRYCE BEALL 
RB, Houston 
FLORIDA 
DEF/ST 
CHAD BUMPHIS 
WR, Mississippi State 
28 KENJON BARNER 
RB, Oregon 
25 DA'RICK ROGERS 
WR, Tennessee 


DAN CONROY 
K, Michigan State 
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105 


12 


29 


53 


60 


7 


184 


201 


232 


WR, South Carolina 
DAN PERSA 
QB, Northwestern 

8 KAMAR JORDEN 
WR, Bowling Green 
T.Y. HILTON 
WR, FIU 
§” MALCOLM BROWN 
RB, Texas 
DAN HERRON 
RB, Ohio State 
JJ DI LUIGI 
RB, BYU 
ROY ROUNDTREE 
WR, Michigan 
TYLER EIFERT 
TE, Notre Dame 
ALABAMA 
DEF/ST 
1 KOLTON BROWNING 

QB, UL Monroe 
1 STEPHEN HOPKINS 
RB, Michigan 
183 AARON MURRAY 
QB, Georgia 
22 GEORGE FARMER 
WR, USC 
207 KEOLA ANTOLIN 
RB, Arizona 


ASHER CLARK 
RB, Air Force 


58 


82 


106 


m1 


30 


35 


54 


226 


WR, West Virginia 
MICHAEL DYER 
RB, Auburn 
8 ZACH COLLAROS 

QB, Cincinnati 


8 JOSEPH RANDLE 
RB, Oklahoma State 


59 


%1MICHAEL BARBOUR *° GRANT RESSEL 


K, East Carolina 


/ PATRICK. - ALEX \  BRADEN, ( CORBY \ / MITCH DREW 
(' SNOW || ESSELINK | {/ GALL | (YARBROUGH) | LIGHT | SMITH | 
7 LANDRY JONES § DAVID WILSON ‘TRENT RICHARDSON " LANCEDUNBAR "  KNILE DAVIS BOBBY RAINEY 
QB, Oklahoma RB, Virginia Tech RB, Alabama RB, North Texas RB, Arkansas RB, W. Kentucky 
| 1 CYRUS GRAY "DENARDROBINSON “ MONTEEBALL © ~~ G.J,.KINNE % RONNIE HILLMAN * BRYANT MONIZ S| | 
RB, Texas A&M QB, Michigan RB, Wisconsin QB, Tulsa RB, San Diego State QB, Hawaii 
31 CHRIS POLK % ROBBIEROUSE *BRANDONWEEDEN *“ JURONCRINER * KELLENMOORE * STEPFAN TAYLOR 
RB, Washington RB, Fresno State QB, Oklahoma State WR, Arizona QB, Boise State RB, Stanford 
 DAMARIS JOHNSON “'PATRICKEDWARDS “ JEFF FULLER % ALSHON JEFFERY * TAVON AUSTIN 


” ROYCE POLLARD 
WR, Hawaii eee 


& LATAVIUS MURRAY 
RB, UCF 
6 COLE BEASLEY 
WR, SMU a) 
& TAYLOR MARTINEZ 
QB, Nebraska 


% GREG CHILDS 8° MOHAMED SANU 
WR, Arkansas WR, Rutgers — 9 
17 MARQUESS WILSON ' SILAS REDD 
WR, Wash. State RB, Penn State 
| 
"0 TERRELLE PRYOR ="? JOHNATHAN FRANKLIN 
QB, Ohio State RB, UCLA "i 
31 ALEXTORRES  ** UZOMANWACHUKWU 
WR, Texas Tech WR, Texas A&M 
1% DAVINMEGGETT ‘TYLER ial oo | 
RB, Maryland WR, Boise State 
8 DRAKEDUNSMORE UCF 
TE, Northwestern DEF/ST 
188 =~ TYLER BRAY 187 COBY FLEENER al 
QB, Tennessee TE, Stanford 
3 MARC TYLER 180 NICK MONTANA 
RB, USC QB, Washington 
182 NEBRASKA ‘81 DARRELL SCOTT =) 
DEF/ST RB, South Florida 
203 |VANMcCARTNEY * TYLER LANTRIP | 
WR, West Virginia QB, Nevada | 
26 RUSSELL WILSON 7° DANNY WEBSTER =) 
QB, NC State WR, ECU 
227 ANDRE WILLIAMS * JEFF DEMPS 
RB, Boston College RB, Florida 
2 PHILIP WELCH =i 
K, Missouri K, Wisconsin 


- Follow us on Gui er For coverage of all things fantasy throughout the season follow twitter.cam/AthlonSports 
—= 
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Player Pos Ht 
1. Jadeveon Clowney DE 6'6" 
2. Cyrus Kouandjio OL 6'6" 
3, La’El Collins OL 6'4" 
4. Malcolm Brown RB 6'0" 
5. DeAnthony Thomas ATH 5'9" 
6. George Farmer WR 6'1" 
7. Anthony Johnson DT 6'3" 
8. ChristianWesterman OL  6'5" 
9. Isaiah Crowell RB 5'11" 
10. Hasean Clinton-Dix DB 6'1" 
11. Karlos Williams DB 6'2" 
12. James Wilder Jr. RB 6'2" 
13. Tim Jernigan DT 6'2" 
14. Ray Drew DE/LB 6'5" 
15. Tony Steward LB 62" 
16. Stephone Anthony LBi 1653" 
17. Jeff Driskel QB 6'4" 
18. Curtis Grant LB 63" 
19, Jarvis Landry WR 5'11" 
20. Brandon Williams RB 6'0" 
21. Trey Metoyer WR 6'2" 
22. Aaron Lynch DL 6'6" 
23. Steve Edmond LBv 63" 
24. Sammy Watkins WR 61" 
25. Aaron Green RB 5'11" 
26. Nick O'Leary Tee 6a: 
27. Ishaq Williams LB 6'5" 
28. Savon Huggins RB 6'0" 
29. Mike Bellamy RBS 15:108 
30. Braxton Miller QB 6'3" 
31. Jay Rome TE, ~6'6: 
32. Trey DePriest LB 6'2" 
33. Austin Seferian-Jenkins TE 66" 
34. Lawrence Thomas LB 6'4" 
35. Greg Townsend Jr. DL 6'3" 
36. Doran Grant DB 5'11" 
37. Charone Peake WR 6'3" 
38. Quandre Diggs DB 5'10" 
39. Colt Lyerla WR 6'5" 
40. Ben Koyack 1 
41. Matt Hegarty OL. 16'S" 
42. Dee Hart RB 5'9" 
43. Anthony Chickillo DE 6'4" 
44. Stephon Tuitt DL 6'5" 
45. Viliami Moala DIe6'3- 
46. Jeoffrey Pagan DL 6'4" 
47, Bobby Hart OL 6'5" 
48. Michael Bennett DL 6'3" 
49. Sedrick Flowers OL 6'3" 
50. Kiehl Frazier QB 6'3" 
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243 
225 
220 
238 
225 
190 
190 
185 
240 
235 
180 
190 
235 
242 
200 
185 
210 
250 
232 
250 
245 
275 
180 
200 
190 
225 
242 
280 
195 
248 
270 
350 
272 
298 
280 
290 
210 


Wrangler 


PRESENTS 


Hometown School 
Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 
Hyattsville, MD Alabama 
Baton Rouge, LA LSU 
Belton, TX Texas 
Los Angeles, CA Oregon 
Gardena, CA USC 
New Orleans, LA LSU 
Chandler, AZ Auburn 
Columbus, GA Georgia 
Orlando, FL Alabama 
Davenport, FL Florida State 
Tampa, FL Florida State 
Lake City, FL Florida State 
Thomasville, GA Georgia 
St. Augustine, FL Clemson 
Wadesboro, NC Clemson 
Oviedo, FL Florida 
Richmond, VA Ohio State 
Lutcher, LA LSU 
Brookshire, TX Oklahoma 
Whitehouse, TX Oklahoma 
Cape Coral, FL Notre Dame 
Daingerfield, TX Texas 
Fort Myers, FL Clemson 
San Antonio, TX Nebraska 
Palm Beach, FL Florida State 
Brooklyn, NY Notre Dame 
Jackson, NJ Rutgers 
Punta Gorda, FL Clemson 
Huber Heights,OH Ohio State 
Valdosta, GA Georgia 
Springfield, OH Alabama 
Fox Island, WA Washington 
Detroit, MI Michigan State 
Beverly Hills, CA USC 
Akron, OH Ohio State 
Roebuck, SC Clemson 
Angleton, TX Texas 
Hillsboro, OR Oregon 
Oil City, Pa Notre Dame 
Aztec, NM Notre Dame 
Orlando, FL Alabama 
Tampa, FL ‘Miami 
Monroe, GA Notre Dame 
Sacramento, CA California 
Asheville, NC Alabama 


Fort Lauderdale, FL Florida State 


Centerville, OH Ohio State 
Houston, TX Texas 
Springdale, AR Auburn 


Player 


51. Desmond Jackson 


52. Brey Cook 

53. Brent Calloway 
54. Herschel Sims 
55. Damian Swann 
56. DeAnthony Arnett 
57. Kasen Williams 
58. Devon Blackmon 
59. Josh Turner 
60. Christian LeMay 
61. Malcolm Mitchell 
62. Erique Florence 
63. Xzavier Dickson 
64. Marqise Lee 
65. Brandon Shell 
66. Nikolas Brassell 
67. Mike Blakely 


68. Antonio Richardson 


69. James Vaughters 
70. Cyrus Hobbi 

71. Victor Blackwell 
72. LaDarius Brown 
A.C. Leonard 
Quan Bray 

75. Kelvin Benjamin 


77. Rodney Coe 
78. Kris Frost 

79. Marvin Shinn 
80. Ken Hayes 

81. Jermauria Rasco 
82. Gabe Wright 
83. Kiaro Holts 

84. Angelo Mangiro 
85. Jamal Turner 
86. Gregory Robinson 
87. Brendon Bigelow 
88. Wayne Lyons 
89. Kenny Hilliard 
Todd Barr 

91. Jordan Phillips 
92. C.J. Johnson 
93 Nick Waisome 
94. Steve Miller 
95. Reese Dismukes 


96. Teddy Bridgewater 


97. Brett Hundley 
98. Jaxon Shipley 
99. Antwaun Woods 
100. Tyler Moore 


Demetrious Nicholson 


OL 
RB 
RB 
DB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
DB 
QB 


ATH 
WR 
DB 
RB 
ATH 
WR 
DL 
DE 
DL 
OL 
OL 
QB 
OL 
TB 
S 
RB 
DL 
DT 
LB 
CB 
DL 
C 
QB 
QB 
WR 
DL 
OL 


6'4" 
5'10" 
6'6" 
5'11" 
6'3" 
6'2" 
6'3" 
6'5" 
6'4" 
6'4" 
6'5" 
6'2" 
61" 
6'5" 
5'10" 
61" 
5'11" 
6'3" 
6'6" 
6'2" 
5'10" 
6'4" 
6'3" 
6'3" 
6'4" 
61" 
61" 
6'6" 


Hometown School 
Houston, TX Texas 
Springdale, AR Arkansas 
Russellville, AL Alabama 
Abilene, TX Oklahoma State 
Atlanta, GA Georgia 
Saginaw, Ml Tennessee 
Sammamish,WA — Washington 
Fontana, CA Oregon 
Oklahoma City, OK Texas 
Matthews, NC Georgia 
Valdosta, GA Georgia 
Valley, AL Auburn 
Griffin, GA Alabama 
Gardena, CA USC 
Goose Creek, SC South Carolina 
Batesville, MS Mississippi 
Bradenton, FL Florida 
Nashville, TN Tennessee 
Stone Mountain, GA Stanford 
Scottsdale, AZ USC 
Santa Ana, CA USC 
Waxahachie, TX TCU 
Jacksonville, FL Florida 
LaGrange, GA Auburn 
Belle Glade, FL Florida State 
Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 
Glen Carbon, IL lowa 
Matthews, NC Auburn 
Prichard, AL Alabama 
Toledo, OH Ohio State 
Shreveport, LA LSU 
Columbus, GA Auburn 
Indianapolis, IN North Carolina 
Succasunna, NJ Penn State 
Arlington, TX Nebraska 
Thibodaux, LA Auburn 
Fresno, CA California 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL Stanford 
Patterson, LA LSU 
Lakewood, CA California 
Towanda, KS Oklahoma 
Philadelphia, MS Ole Miss 
Groveland, FL Florida State 
Canton, OH Ohio State 
Spanish Fort, AL Auburn 
Miami, FL Louisville 
Chandler, AZ UCLA 
Brownwood, TX Texas 
Woodland Hills, CA USC 
Clearwater, FL Nebraska 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of six major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 
representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com/recruiting. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Wrangler 


PRESENTS 


1. FLORIDA STATE The Noles’ recruiting ef- 
forts improved dramatically following the an- 
nouncement that Jimbo Fisher was finally — and 
officially — taking over for Bobby Bowden as the 
head coach at Florida State. Fisher signed the No. 
11-rated class last year and followed up with the 
No. 1 class in February. FSU’s haul is highlighted 
by 15 players who are slated to play on either the 
offensive or defensive line. 


2. TEXAS No one gets started earlier than the 
Longhorns, and they landed most of this class 
prior to last summer. Texas signed 16 players 
ranked in the top 250 in the country, most notably 
Malcolm Brown, the nation’s No. 1 running back. 
Brown, who has been compared to Adrian Peter- 
son, and Jaxon Shipley (Jordan's brother) lead an 
explosive collection of offensive skill players. 


3. ALABAMA Alabama tied for the lead with 
eight signees in the 2011 AC100. Nick Saban also 
landed the nation’s No. 1 defensive back (Hasean 
Clinton-Dix) and offensive lineman (Cyrus Kouand- 
jio). There is plenty of offensive skill in this class as 
well, with electric athletes like running back Dee 
Hart and wide receiver Marvin Shinn, as well. This 
class could have been ranked No. 1. 


4, USC The NCAA sanctions had little effect on 
the Trojans’ recruiting efforts. Featuring eight early 
enrollees, this group is long on athletic ability and 
versatility. All areas of the roster were addressed, 
especially the defensive front seven and quarter- 
back. This is the ninth straight season USC has 
signed the top class in its conference. 


5. AUBURN The BCS title game gave an obvi- 
ous boost to the Tigers’ recruiting efforts as Gene 
Chizik experienced as good a final month on the 
trail as any coach has had in recent years. Auburn 
tied for the lead with eight AC100 signees and 
signed one of the top offensive line classes in the 
nation. Athletic Kiehl Frazier, the No. 3 quarterback 
in the nation, could be ready to step in and take 
over the offense right away. 


6. OHIO STATE The Buckeyes, who went 
heavy on defensive players, signed the best class 
in the Big Ten for the third time in four years. Jim 
Tressel landed four AC100 players on defense, and 
he restocked the defensive line with five signees. 
The nation’s No. 2 quarterback, Braxton Miller, 
could see the field quickly with suspensions loom- 
ing for the Buckeyes. 


7. GEORGIA Mark Richt won key in-state bat- 
tles for elite recruits Isaiah Crowell (running back), 
Ray Drew (end/linebacker), Jay Rome (tight end) 
and Malcolm Mitchell (athlete). In fact, 19 of the 
26 signees hail from the Peach State. 


8. LSU Les Miles capitalized on the best year for 
talent in the Pelican State in recent memory by 
landing six of the top seven Louisiana prospects. 
Linemen La’El Collins and Anthony Johnson were 
top-10 recruits nationally and developed into lead- 
ers on the trail, referring to this Tigers’ haul as “The 
Fam” — as in, keep it in the Louisiana family. 


9. CLEMSON Another strong closing job gave 
the Tigers their sixth straight top-four recruiting 
Class in the ACC. This group features the top two 
linebackers in the nation (Tony Steward and 
Stephone Anthony), a deep defensive line class 
and electric playmakers, led by wide receiver 
Sammy Watkins and running back Mike Bellamy. 


10. OREGON Chip Kelly once again dipped into 
talent-rich states like Texas, Florida and Michigan 
and beat the local teams for talent. Stealing ath- 
lete DeAnthony Thomas, No. 5 in the AC100, on 
Signing Day was a recruiting coup for this class. 


11. NOTRE DAME Signed arguably the nation’s 
top defensive end class, led by Aaron Lynch and 
Stephon Tuitt. 


12. FLORIDA The Gators signed the nation’s 
No. 1 quarterback (Jeff Driskel) and some excel- 
lent defensive backs. 


13. CALIFORNIA Three AC100 talents make 
this class one of the more underrated nationally. 


14. OKLAHOMA Only 17 signees, but this 
class offers vintage Sooner quality. 


15. SOUTH CAROLINA The Gamecocks 
inked the top in-state prospect for the second 
straight year. This time, it’s the No. 1 player in the 
nation, defensive end Jadeveon Clowney. 


16. TENNESSEE The Volunteers hit Georgia 
and Florida for 13 of their 27 signees. 


17. NEBRASKA Athleticism was the name of 
the game for a class that features quarterback 
Bubba Starling and quarterback-turned-receiver 
Jamal Turner. 


18. NORTH CAROLINA The Tar Heels 
weren't hindered by the NCAA issues swirling last 
season, as they signed a top-five class in the ACC 
for the fifth time in the last six years. 


19. STANFORD The Cardinal’s diverse class 
— they dipped into 12 states — is headlined by 
AC100 linebacker James Vaughters. 


20. WASHINGTON Sieve Sarkisian is keep- 
ing Evergreen State talent at home. This group is 
deep in offensive skill players. 


21. VIRGINIA It’s the best class for the Cavs 
since 2005, thanks to some big victories in the 
state of Virginia. 


22. |OWA Hawks went to 12 states to land eas- 
ily their best class since 2005. 


23. TEXAS TECH Tommy Tuberville signed the 
first Texas Tech class ranked among the Big 12's 
top three in over a decade. 


24. MICHIGAN This defensive-minded group 
is a solid starting point for the new coaching staff. 


25. OLE MISS Another large class (27 signees) 
for the Rebels that includes outstanding receivers. 


26. TCU The best haul for the Horned Frogs in 
recent memory includes a rare AC100 prospect, 
athlete LaDarius Brown. 


27. OKLAHOMA STATE It's a large, versatile 
group headlined by do-everything running back 
Herschel Sims and quarterback J.W. Walsh. 


28. MICHIGAN STATE The Spartans’ class is 
strong on the line of scrimmage, but linebacker 
Lawrence Thomas is the gem of the group. 


29. ARKANSAS Brey Cook headlines deep, 
talented offensive line class. 


30. PENN STATE Small (16 signees), but ex- 
cellent in quality — especially on the O-line. 


31. Rutgers 38. Boston College 45.UCLA 

32. VirginiaTech 39. Illinois 46. West Virginia 
33. Miami 40.GeorgiaTech 47. Missouri 

34. Louisville 41. Utah 48. Kentucky 
35. Texas A&M 42. Mississippi State 49. Baylor 

36. Wisconsin 43. Cincinnati 50. SMU 

37. Kansas 44, Oregon State 
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Wrangler 


PRESENTS 


QUARTERBACKS ———————- ———————- WIDE RECEIVERS 
Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
1. Jeff Driskel 64" 238 Oviedo, FL 17 Florida 1. George Farmer 61" 205 Gardena, CA 6 USC 
2. Braxton Miller 6'3" 210 Huber Heights, OH 30 Ohio State 2. Jarvis Landry 5'11" 190 Lutcher, LA 19 LSU 
3._Kiehl Frazier 63" 210 Springdale, AR 50 Auburn 3. Trey Metoyer 6'2" 185 Whitehouse, TX 20 Oklahoma 
4. Christian LeMay 6:2" 195 Matthews, NC 60 Georgia 4. Sammy Watkins 61" 180 Fort Myers, FL 24 Clemson 
5. Jamal Tumer 61" 175 Arlington, TX 85 Nebraska 5. Charone Peake 6'3" 200 Roebuck, SC 37 Clemson 
6. Teddy Bridgewater 63" 180 Miami, FL 96 Louisville 6. Colt Lyerla 6'5". 225 Hillsboro, OR 39 Oregon 
7. Brett Hundley 64" 210 Chandler, AZ 97 UCLA 7. DeAnthony Amett 6'0" 175 Saginaw, Mi 56 Tennessee 
8. Max Wittek 6'4" 205 Santa Ana, CA 103 USC 8. Kasen Williams 62" 210 Sammamish, WA 57 Washington 
9. Cody Kessler 6'2" 220 Bakersfield, CA 108 USC 9. Devon Blackmon 61" 177 Fontana, CA 58 Oregon 
10. J.W. Walsh 6'2" 195 Denton, TX 113 Oklahoma State 10. Margise Lee 6'0" 190 Gardena, CA 64 USC 
11. Bubba Starling 6'5" 195 Gardner, KS 116 Nebraska 11. Nikolas Brassell 6'0" 175 Batesville, MS 66 Ole Miss 
12. Jerrard Randall 6'2" 189 Hollywood, CA 155 LSU 12. Victor Blackwell 61" 185 SantaAna, CA 71 USC 
13._ Jacoby Brissett 6'5"_ 225 _West Palm Beach, FL. 142 Florida 43. Kelvin Benjamin 66" 210 Belle Glade, FL 75 Florida State 
44._ Vad Lee —___ 61195 _ Durham, NC 198 Georgia Tech = 44, “‘Marvin Shinn 6'3" 193. Prichard, AL 79 Alabama 
15. Micahel Bercovici 6'2" 205 Woodland Hills, CA 206 Arizona State 15 Jaxon Shipley 61" 183. Brownwood, TX 98 Texas 
16. Marquise Williams 6'2" 215 Charlotte, NC 218 North Carolina +6 avaris Daniels 62" 175 Vernon Hil, IL 105 Notre Dame 
eee St is ae, = Texas Tech 17, Odell Beckham, Jc. __5'11" 175 New Orleans, LA 114 su 
18. Kyle Boehm 6'3" 220 San Joe, CA 232 Califomia 1g Bradley Syhe 5'11" 170 Port Sulphur, LA 118 Alabama 
19. David Ash 63" 215 Belton, TX 248 Texas o ae : 
20. Reilly O'Toole 6'4" 215 Wheaton, IL = me, SF enn 3 oe 
: Nh 20. Tacoi Sumler 5'9" 166 Miami, FL 136 Oregon 
21. George Atkinson 6'2" 190 Livermore, CA 149 Notre Dame 
22. Rashad Greene 6'0" 175 Fort Lauderdale, FL 154 Florida State 
23, Darius Jennings 5'11" 175 Baltimore, MD 157 Virginia 
24. Donte Moncrief 6'2" 200 Raleigh, MS 158 Ole Miss 
25. Maurice Harris 6'3" 200 Greensboro, NC 169 California 
26. Tu. Thorpe 60" 180 Durham, NC 173 North Carolina 
27. Danny Woodson 6'1" 205 Mobile, AL 175 Alabama 
28. Javares McRoy 5'8" 170 Lakeland, FL 182 Florida 
29. Tobias Singleton 6'2" 190 Madison, MS 192 Ole Miss 
30. Eli Rogers 510" 180 Miami, FL 200 Louisville 
im it} 31. Christian Jones 6'3" 205 Houston, TX 203 Northwestem 
Jeff Driskel, Florida, OB Malcolm Brown, Texas, RB San Soest ori pier * Ra 
34. Hakeem Flowers 6'3" 182 Simpsonville, SC 242 NC State 
RUNNING BACKS ————_ 55. Damiere Byrd 5'9" 165 Sicklerville, NJ 250 South Carolina 
Player Ht Wt Hometown ACi00 School 
1. Malcolm Brown 6'0" 215 Belton, Tx 4 Texas TIGHT ENDS 
2. Isaiah Crowell 5111" 210 Columbus, GA 9 Georgia Player Ht = Wt Hometown Ac100 School 
3. James Wilder Jr. 6'2" 219 Tampa, FL 12 Florida State 1._ Nick O'Leary 6'4" 235 Palm Beach, FL 26 Florida State 
4. Brandon Williams 6'0" 190 Brookshire, TX 21 Oklahoma 2. Jay Rome 6'6" 250 Valdosta, GA ki Georgia 
5. Aaron Green 5'11" 190 San Antonio, TX 25 Nebraska 3._ Austin Seferian-Jenkins 6'6" 250 Fox Island, WA 33 Washington 
6. Savon Huggins 6'0" 200 Jackson, NJ 28 Rutgers 4. Ben Koyack 6'5" 242 Oil City, Pa 40 Notre Dame 
7. Mike Bellamy 5'10" 185 Punta Gorda, FL 29 Clemson 5. AC. Leonard 6'4" 245 _ Jacksonville, FL 73 Florida 
8. Dee Hart 5'9" 195 Orlando, FL 42 Alabama 6. Christian French 6'5" 236 Cedar Rapids, IA 122 Oregon 
9, Brent Calloway 6'2" 217 Russellville, AL 53 Alabama 7. Jace Amaro 6'5" 237 San Antonio, TX 139 Texas Tech 
10. Herschel Sims 5'8" 190 Abilene, TX 54 Oklahoma State 8. Malcolm Faciane 6'5" 259 Picayune, MS 144 Alabama 
11. Mike Blakely 5'9" 205 Bradenton, FL 67 Florida 9. Eric MacLain 6'5" 245 Hope Mills, NC 150 Clemson 
12. Rodney Coe 6'3" 238 Glen Carbon, IL 7 lowa 10. Cameron Clear 6'6" 265 Memphis, TN 186 Tennessee 
13. Brendon Bigelow 510" 180 Fresno, CA 87 California 11. Brandon Fulse 6'5" 252 Fort Meade, FL 193 Aubum 
14. Kenny Hilliard 5'11" 225 Patterson, LA 89 LSU 12. Troy Niklas 67" 240 Fullerton, CA 194 Notre Dame 
15. Marlin Lane 60" 210 Daytona Beach, FL 112 Tennessee 13. M.J, McFarland 6'6" 245 EI Paso, TX 221 Texas 
16. Amir Carlisle 510" 180 Sunnyvale, CA 121 USC 14. Ray Hamilton 6'5" 235 Strongsville, OH 249 lowa 
17. DeVonta Freeman 5'8" 195 Miami, FL 123 Florida State 15. Austin Traylor 6'4" 210 Columbus, OH - Wisconsin 
18. Justice Hayes 5110" 175 Grand Blanc, Mi 131 ho —— 
19. Danzel Williams 5'9" 190 Arlington, TX 163 Oklahoma ATHLETES 
20. Andrew Buie 5'9" 191 Jacksonville, FL 165 West Virginia Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
21. Clifton Richardson 6'0" 195 Newport News, VA 168 Virginia 1. DeAnthony Thomas 5'9" 160 Los Angeles, CA 5 Oregon 
22. _ Melvin Gordon 610" 190 _ Kenosha, WI 174 Wisconsin 2. Malcolm Mitchell 6'1" 187 Valdosta, GA 61 Georgia 
23. Kelsey Young 5°10" 190 _Norvo, CA 179 Stanford ——_3._Ladarius Brown 6'2" 190 Waxahachie,Tx 72 TCU 
24, Jeremy Hill 61" 220 Baton Rouge, LA 180 TBD 40° 
25. Kevin Grooms 5'9" 165 Hollywood, FL 191 Miami : aan oe ts tagranon CA uf m 
26. Darrian Miller 5'10" 181 Blue Springs, MO 196 Kansas 6. Desmond Roland 610" 185 Dallas, TX 148 Oklahoma State 
27. Jameel Poteat 511" 200 _ Harrisburg, PA 201 Cincinnati 7. Bil Betton 59" 191 Sicklerville, NJ 170 Penn State 
28. Kenny Williams 5'10" 206 Pflugerville, TX 204 Texas Tech 8. Aubrey Coleman 66" 215 Walnut, CA 199 Washington 
er ave ae S216) seat Jordan, UT zn Utah 9. Dominique Terrell 511" 170 Manasas, VA 207 Virgin: 
30. Ka'Deem Carey 5110" 190 Tucson, AZ 212 Arizona : at eS, mara 
10. Jon Davis 6'3" 230 Louisville, KY 241 ilinois 
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Brown: John Albright/Icon SMI 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
1, Cyrus Kouandjio 66" 322 Hyattsville, MD 2 Alabama 
2. La’El Collins 6'4" 314 Baton Rouge, LA 3 LSU 
3. Christian Westerman 65" 285 Chandler, AZ 8 Auburn 
4. Matt Hegarty 6'5" 280 Aztec, NM 4 Notre Dame 
5. Bobby Hart 6'5" 298 Fort Lauderdale, FL 47 Florida State 
6. Sedrick Flowers 6'3" 290 Houston, TX 49 Texas 
7. Brey Cook 67" 317 Springdale, AR 52 Arkansas 
8. Brandon Shell 6'6" 316 Goose Creek, SC 65 South Carolina 
9. Antonio Richardson 6'6" 325 Nashville, TN 68 Tennessee 
10. Cyrus Hobbi 6'3" 275 Scottsdale, AZ 70 USC 
11. Kiaro Holts 6'5" 275 Indianapolis, IN 83 North Carolina 
12. Angelo Mangiro 6'2" 290 Succasunna, NJ 84 Penn State 
12. Gregory Robinson 6'5" 305 Thibodaux, LA 86 Auburn 
14. Reese Dismukes 6'3" 290 Spanish Fort, AL 95 Auburn 
15. Tyler Moore 6'6" 300 Clearwater, FL 100 Nebraska 
16. Garrett Greenlea 67" 290 Spring, TX 107 Texas 
17. Andre Yruretagoyena 6'5" 260 Scottsdale, AZ 17 Oregon 
18. Mitch Smothers 6'4" 296 Springdale, AR 120 Arkansas 
19. Aundrey Walker 6'6" 375 Cleveland, OH 124 USC 
20. Jordan Prestwood 6'5" 287 Plant City, FL 127 Florida State 
21. Landon Turner 6'4" 310 Harrisonburg, VA 128 North Carolina 
22, Marcus Jackson 6'3" 325 Vero Beach, FL 151 Tennessee 
23, Jordan Walsh 6'4" 260 Glendale Heights, IL 152 lowa 
24. Darrian Miller 6'5" 286 Lexington, KY 167 Kentucky 
25. Brian Bobek 6'2" 280 Invemess, IL 178 Ohio State 
26. Donovan Smith 6'5" 270 Owings Mills, MD 181 Penn State 
27. Spencer Region 66" 345 Cullman, AL 208 Clemson 
28. Dylan Dismuke 6'6" 292 Duncan, OK 220 Oklahoma 
29. Connor Hanratty 6'4" 295 New Canaan, CT 223 Notre Dame 
30. Brendon Austin 6'6" 275 Parker, CO 228 Stanford 
31, Jordan Rigsbee 65" 300 Chico, CA 230 California 
32. Ryker Mathews 6'6" | 277 American Fork, UT 231 BYU 
33. Le’Raven Clark 6'6" 275 Rockdale, TX 234 Texas Tech 
34, Jay Whitemire 6'6" 290 Alexandria, VA 244 Virginia 
35. Austin Blythe 6'3" 285 Williamsburg, IA 246 lowa 
36. Trip Thurman 6'6" 302 Dover, DE 257 Florida 
37. Brandon Clemons 6'4" 255 Milford, PA 258 Michigan State 
38. Thomas O'Reilly 6'3" 313 Marietta, GA 260 Auburn 
39. Aaron Morris 6'5" 310 Jackson, MS 263 Mississippi 
40. Josh Chochran 6'6" 275 _Hallsville, TX 267 Texas 
36. Carrington Byndom 6'0" 175 Lufkin, TX 231 Texas 
37. Toney Hurd Jr. 5'9" 184 Missouri City, TX 246 Texas A&M 
38. Erick Dargan 6'1" 200 Pittsburgh, CA 251 Oregon 
39. Jordan Haden 6'2" 202 Ft. Washington, MD C52 ee Florida 
40. Adrian Phillips 5'11" 199 Garland, TX 254 Texas 

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Player Ht Wt Hometown AC100 School 
1. Jadeveon Clowney (DE) 6'6" 245 RockHill, SC 1 South Carolina 
2. Anthony Johnson (DT) 6'3" 294 New Orleans, LA 7 LSU 
3. Tim Jemigan (DT) 6'2" 275 Lake City, FL 13 Florida State 
4. Ray Drew (DE/LB) 6'5" 243 Thomasville, GA 14 Georgia 
5. Aaron Lynch (DL) 6'6" 240 Cape Coral, FL 22 Notre Dame 
6. Greg Townsend Jr (DL) 6'3" 275 Beverly Hills, CA 35 USC 
7. Anthony Chickillo (DE) 6'4" 248 Tampa, FL 43 Miami 
8. Stephon Tuitt (DL) 6'5" 270 Monroe, GA 44 Notre Dame 
9. Viliami Moala (DT) 6'3" 350 Sacramento, CA 45 California 
10. Jeoffrey Pagan (DL) 64" 272 Asheville, NC 46 Alabama 
11. Michael Bennett (DL)  6'3" 280 Centerville, OH 48 Ohio State 
12. Desmond Jackson (DT) 6'1" 280 Houston, TX 51 Texas 
13. Ken Hayes (DL) 6'5". 240 Toledo, OH 80 Ohio State 
14. Jermauria Rasco(DE)  6'4" 240 Shreveport, LA 81 LSU 
15. Gabe Wright (DL) 6'4" 310 Columbus, GA 82 Aubum 
16. Todd Barr (DL) 6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA 90 California 
17. Jordan Phillips (DT) 6'6" 290 Towanda, KS Ci) Oklahoma 
18. Steve Miller (DL) 6'4" 245 Canton, OH 94 Ohio State 
19. AntwaunWoods (DL) 6'1". 325 Woodland Hills, CA 99 USC 
20. Giorgio Newberry (DE) 6'6" 255 Fort Pierce, FL 104 Florida State 
21. Marcus Roberson(DE) 6'1" 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 106 Florida 
22. Anthony Zettel (DT) 6'4" 254 West Brach, MI 109 Penn State 
23. Delvon Simmons (DT) 6'5" 265 McKeesport, PA 119 Texas Tech 
24. Nathan Hughes (DE) 65" 257 Spring, TX 129 Oklahoma 
25. Quincy Russell (DT) 6'3" 285 San Antonio, TX 135 Texas 
26. Brennan Scarlett (DL) 64" 255 Portland, OR 137 California 
27. Jalen Grimble (DE) 6'2" 280 Las Vegas, NV 140 Miami 
28. Christian Heyward (DL) 6'2" 275 San Diego, CA 141 usc 
29, Curt Maggitt (DE) 63" 215 West Palm Beach, FL 153 Tennessee 
30. Marquise Wright (DL) 6'3" 275 Englewood, NJ 156 Rutgers 
31. LaMichael Fanning (DL) 6'7" 275 Hamilton, GA 159 Alabama 
32. Cedric Reed (DE) 6'6" 240 Cleveland, TX 160 Texas 
33. Mustafa Jalil (DL) 6'4" 310 San Diego, CA 162 California 
34. Brennen Beyer (DE) 6'3" 225 Canton, Ml 172 Michigan 


Oo Wo Wo 02/00 W/O MY VN MANNY HH Bee eee 
SSSSSRRESRSSBSBNSRRSORPRSSSABHRESHRA=SocmrngmeH awn 


PRESENTS 
Player Ht Wt Hometown 

. Marquis Anderson (DT) 6'2" 270 Cibolo, TX 

. Chase Farris (DL) 6'6" 265 Elyria, OH 

. Phillip Dukes (DT) 6'2" 296 Manning, SC 

. DJ. Pettway (DL) 6'2" 272 Pensacola, FL 

|. Troy Niklas (DL) 67" 240 Fullerton, CA 

|. Derrick Mitchell (DT) 6'4" 285 Jacksonville, FL 

. Jordan Wade (DT) 6'4" 290 Round Rock, TX 

. Danny Shelton (DT) 6'3" 300 Auburn, WA 

. Mickey Johnson (DT) = 5'11" 310 Covington, LA 

. Al Page (DL) 6'2" 295 Bronx, NY 

._ Kris Harley (DT) 611" 275 Indianapolis, IN 

|. Todd Peat Jr. (DT) 6'3" 295 Tempe, AZ 

. Lonnie Gosha (DE) 6'2" 270 Lake Butler, FL 

. Nile Lawrence-Stample (DE) 61" 297 Davie, FL 

|. Corey Marshall (DE) 6'2" 252 Petersburg, VA 

. DeVonte Brown (DT) 6'4" 275 Fayetteville, NC 

LINEBACKERS 

Player Ht Wt Hometown 

. Tony Steward 6'2" 225 St. Augustine, FL 
Stephone Anthony 6'3" 220 Wadesboro, NC 
Curtis Grant 6'3" 225 Richmond, VA 
Steve Edmond 6'3" 235 _Daingerfield, TX 

._ Ishaq Williams 65" 242 Brooklyn, NY 
Trey DePriest 6'2" 232 Springfield, OH 
Lawrence Thomas 6'4" 245 Detroit, Ml 

._ Xzavier Dickson 63" 240 Griffin, GA 

. James Vaughters 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain, GA 

}. C.J. Johnson 6'2" 235 Philadelphia, MS 

. Travis Hughes 6'2" 225 Virginia Beach, VA 

. Ryan Shazier 6'2" 210 Pompano Beach, FL 

. Anthony Wallace 6'0" 221 Dallas, TX 

. Tre Madden 6'0" 220 Mission Viejo, CA 

. Lamar Dawson 6'2" 235 Danville, KY 

. Sterling Bailey 6'5" 260 Gainesville, GA 

. Ben Councell 6'5" 220 Asheville, NC 

. AJ. Johnson 6'3" 245 Gainesville, GA 

. Anthony Sarao 6'0" 210 Absecon, NJ 

. Shannon Brown 62" 225 Adel, GA 

DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Player Ht Wt Hometown 

. Hasean Clinton-Dix (DB) 6'1" 203 Orlando, FL 

. Karlos Williams (DB) 6'2" 210 Davenport, FL 

. Doran Grant (DB) 5'11" 180 Akron, OH 

. Quandre Diggs (0B) 5'10" 190 Angleton, TX 
Damian Swann (DB) 611" 170 Atlanta, GA 

. Josh Tuer (DB) 6'0" 175 Oklahoma City, OK 

. Erique Florence (S) 6'3" 190 Valley, AL 

. Demetrious Nicholson (DB) 5'11" 170 Virginia Beach, VA 

|. Wayne Lyons(S) 61" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

. Nick Waisome (C8) 5'10" 165 Groveland, FL 

. Charles Jackson (CB) 5'11"_ 180 Spring, TX 
Gerod Holliman (S) 6'0" 185 Miami, FL 
Jonathan Rose (CB) 611" 175 Leeds, AL 
Leroy Scott (DB) 5'10" 187 Pasadena, TX 
Sheroid Evans (DB) 6'0" 185 Sugar Land, TX 
De‘Ante Saunders (DB) 5'8" 173 DeLand, FL 
Avery Walls (DB) 5'11" 184 McDonough, GA 

. Stefan McClure (DB) 511" 180 Vista, CA 

). Keelin Smith (DB) 6'3" 185 Port St. Lucie, FL 

. Corey Moore (DB) 61" 195 Griffin, GA 

. David Jenkins (S) 61" 179 Jena, LA 

. Albert Louis-Jean (DB) 6'1" 180 Brockton, MA 

._ Jabari Gorman (DB) 511" 170 Miami, FL 

. Tyler Hunter (DB) 6'0" 197 Valdosta, GA 

. Floyd Raven (CB) 6'2" 180 Reserve, LA 

. Jabriel Washington (DB) 5'11" 165 Jackson, TN 

. Blake Countess (0B) 5'10" 175 Owings Mills, MD 
. Darion Arrington (DB)  6'2". 210 Wiggins, MS 

. Glen Faulkner (DB) 6'2" 194 East St. Louis, IL 

. Mykkele Thompson (DB) 6'2" 183 San Antonio, TX 

. Robenson Therezie (CB) 5'10" 195 Miami, FL 

. Sheldon Royster (DB) 5'11" 185 Woodbridge, NJ 

. James Sample (S) 6'2" 191 Sacramento, CA 

. Kyshoen Jarrett (CB) 5'10" 175 Tannersville, PA 

. Dallas Crawford (CB) —5'9" 193 Fort Myers, FL 

|. Tevin Mitchell (CB) 5'11" 179 Mansfield, TX 

. Brandon Phelps (DB) 60" 175 Damascus, MD 
. Lafayette Pitts (DB) 5'11" 180 Pittsburgh, PA 

. Dondi Kirby (DB) 6'3" 190 Monroeville, PA 
. LouchiezPurifoy(DB)  6'0" 171 Pensacola, FL 


ACi00 
10 
"i 
36 
38 
55 
59 


School 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
South Carolina 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
LSU 

Rutgers 

Virginia Tech 
Nebraska 
Arkansas 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 


School 
Clemson 
Clemson 

Ohio State 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Michigan State 
Alabama 
Stanford 

Ole Miss 
North Carolina 
Ohio State 
Oregon 

USC 

USC 

Georgia 

Notre Dame 
Tennessee 
USC 

Alabama 


School 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Texas 
Georgia 
Texas 
Aubum 
Virginia 
Stanford 
Florida State 
Nebraska 
Louisville 
Auburn 
Texas 

Texas 
Florida 
California 
California 
Florida State 
Georgia 

LSU 

Boston College 
Florida 
Florida State 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Mississippi State 
Kentucky 
Texas 
Auburn 
South Carolina 
Washington 
Virginia Tech 
Miami 
Arkansas 
Virginia 
Pittsburgh 
linois 
Florida 
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——ACC RANKINGS — 


Wrangler 


PRES. ENTS 


BY CONFERENCE 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 4CC Rankings Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Karlos Williams DB 6'2" 210 Davenport, FL Florida State 1. Florida State ._ Savon Huggins RB 6'0" 200 Jackson, NJ Rutgers 
2. James Wilder Jr. RB 6'2" 219 Te Florida State : = “Teddy Bridgewater 0B 6'3" 180 Miami, FL Louisville 
3. TimJernigan —S=dOT~+~«6'2" ‘275 Lake City, Florida State Clemson — 3. GerodHolliman S60" 185 Miami, FL Louisville 
4, Tony Steward LB 6'2" 225 St. Augustine, FL ~~ Clemson 3 North Carolina 4 ~ Marquise Wright ‘DL 63" 275 Englewood, ——_—~Rutgers 
5. Stephone Anthony LB 6'3" 220 Wadesboro, NC Clemson 4. Virginia 5. Andrew Buie RB "491 Jacksonville, FL West Virginia 
6. Sammy Watkins WR 61" 180 FortMyers,FL Clemson _—-9- Virginia Tech 6. Eli Rogers WR 5°10" 180 Miami, FL ~ Louisville 
7. NickO'leary ——sTE _—‘6'4" 235 Palm Beach, FL Florida State 6. Miami 7. Jameel Poteat RB 511" 200 Harrisburg, PA Cincinnati 
8. Mike Bellamy RB 5'10"185 Punta Gorda, FL _ Clemson  7.BostonCollege 8. Miles Shuler —__WR_ 5'10"185 Long Branch, NJ Rutgers 
9. Charone Peake WR 6'3" 200 Roebuck,SC  ———SsClemson ~——8. Georgia Tech 9. DL 6'2" 295 Bronx, NY Rutgers 
i DE 6'4" 248 Tampa, FL Miami = 9. Maryland 0. ~ DB 511" 180 Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh 
11. BobbyHat ——s———sOL_~—«OS'S" 298 FortLauderdale,FL _—‘FloridaState 10. Duke ae DB 5'10"170 Miami,FL ‘Louisville 
12. Kelvin Benjamin WR 6'6" 210 Belle Glade, FL_ Florida State 11. NC State 12. Quentin Gause LB 6'0" 205 Rochester, NY Rutgers 
13. Demetrious Nicholson 0B _5'11"170 Virginia Beach, VA_ Virginia 12. Wake Forest -—-13._ Patrick Coyne QB 6:2" 220 Cincinnati, OH Cincinnati 
14. KiaroHolts SSL ~«6'5" 275 Indianapolis, IN North Carolina 14. Charles Gaines Jr. WR 5'11"180 Miami, FL Louisville 
15. Nick Waisome CB 5'10" 165 Groveland, FL Florida State 15. Kyle George DE 6'4" 235 Willingboro, NJ Rutgers 
16. Travis Hughes «LB 62" 225 ViginiaBeach, VA North Carolina «RIG P@St ||. 16. Max ssaka DE 63" 240 Willingboro, NJ “Rutgers 
17. GiorgioNewbery “DE _—«6'6" ‘255 Fort Pierce, FL Florida State 1. Rutgers 17. Nick Temple “1B 6'0" 200 Indianapolis, IN Cincinnati 
18. DeVonta Freeman RB 5'8" 195 Miami, FL Florida State Yh 18. Nicholas Grigsby — LB 6'1" 205 Trotwood, OH Pittsburgh 
19, Jordan Prestwood OL _6'5" 287 Plant City, FL_ “Florida State 2 Louisville 19. Terrell Chestnut DB 511" 180 Pottstown, PA West Virginia 
20. Landon Turner OL 6'4" 310 Harrisonburg, VA North Carolina 3. Cincinnati 20. Alex Chisum WR 6'2" 185 Tyrone, GA Cincinnati 
21. Jalen Grimble DE 62" 280 Las Vegas, NV Miami 4. West Virginia 21. Elkino Watson DT 62" 275 Miami, FL South Florida 
22. Keelin Smith DB 6'3" 185 PortSt. Lucie, FL Florida State 5: Pittsburgh 22. Roderick Ryles DB 61" 185 Orlando, FL Pittsburgh 
23. Eric MacLain TE 6'5" 245 Hope Millls, NC ~~ Clemson 6. Syracuse 23. Ritchy Desir DB 61" 175 NorthMiamiBeach,FL Syracuse 
24, Rashad Greene WR 6'0" 175 FortLauderdale,FL ‘Florida State ‘7. South Florida 24. Vance Roberts DB 5'10"170 Washington,DC West Virginia 
25. Darius Jennings WR 5'11"175 Baltimore, MD Virginia 8. Connecticut 25. Jeremiah Bryson RB 5'8" 175 Smyma,™N Pittsburgh 
26. Clifton Richardson -—«~RB 60" 195 Newport News, VA Virginia 
Was Thorpe WR 6'0" 180 Durham, NC North Carolina 
28. Albert Louls-Jean OB 6'1" 180 Brockton, MA Boston College _ 
39. Kevin Grooms RB 5'9" 165 Hollywood, FL Miami 
30. Tyler Hunter DB 6'0" 197 Valdosta, GA Florida State 
31, Vad Lee 0B 61" 195 Durham, NC Georgia Tech 
32. SpencerRegion Ss OL__—«6'6" 345 Cullman, AL Clemson 
33. Lateek Townsend LB 6'2" 200 Bennettsville,SC Clemson 
34. Derrick Mitchell DT 6'4" 285 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
35. Marquise Williams QB —6'2" 215 Charlotte,NC North Carolina 
36. Dominique Terrell ATH 5'11"170 Manasas,VA Virginia 
37.__Kyshoen Jarrett CB 5'10"175 Tannersville, PA Virginia Tech — “\ 
38. Dallas Crawford CB 5'9" 193 Fort Myers, FL Miami 
39. Hakeem Flowers WR 6'3" 182 Simpsonville, SC NC State = Ss» 
40. Kris Harley DT 61" 275 Indianapolis, IN VirginiaTech Karls Williams, FSU, DB Trey Metoyer, Oklahoma, WR 


BIG 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1, Malcolm Brown RB 6'0" 215 Belton, 1X ___Texas 21. Cedric Reed DE 6'6" 240 Cleveland, TX Texas 
2. Brandon Williams -——«RB_-G'0" 190 Brookshire, TX Oklahoma 22. Danzel Williams RB 5'9" 190 Arlington, TX Oklahoma 
3._ Trey Metoyer WR 6'2" 185 Whitehouse,TX “Oklahoma 23. Marquis Anderson DT 6'2" 270 Cibolo,TX ‘Oklahoma. 
4. SteveEdmond Ss LB__«6'3" 235 Daingerfield, TX Texas 24. Darrian Miller === ——~-RB_ 510" 181 Blue Springs, MO __ Kansas 
5. Quandre Diggs DB _5'10"190 Angleton, TX - Texas 25. Floyd Raven CB 6'2" 180 Reserve, LA ___Texas A&M 
6. Sedrick Flowers OL 6'3" 290 Houston, TX Texas 26. KennyWilliams —«RB__-5'10" 206 Pflugerville, TX Texas Tech 
7. Desmond Jackson ———DT_—&6'1"_ 280 Houston, TX Texas 27. Mykkele Thompson DB __6'2" 183 SanAntonio,1X _ Texas 
8. Herschel Sims RB 5'8" 190 Abilene, TX _ Oklahoma State 28. JordanWade ——————séDT~—~6'4" 290 Round Rock, 1X Oklahoma 
9, Josh Tuer __DB__6'0" 175 Oklahoma City, OK Texas 29. DylanDismuke ——-T ~—~<6'6" 292 Duncan, OK Oklahoma 
10. Jordan Philips ss DT_~—«6'6" 290 Towanda,KS Oklahoma 30. MJ.McFarland TE —<G'6" 245 ElPaso,1X _ Texas 
11. Jaxon Shipley — WR 6'1" 183 Brownwood, TX ~_Texas 31. Kendall Thompson LB 6'3" 230 Carthage, TX Texas 
12. GarrettGreenlea = OL__—<G'7"_-290 Spring, 1X __ ~ Texas 32, Michael Brewer QB 61" 175 Austin, ___Texas Tech 
13. JW.Walsh SSB G'2" 195 Denton,TX Oklahoma State 33. Le'Raven Clark = OL__—«G'6"_-275 Rockdale, TX Texas Tech 
14. Delvon Simmons DT _6'5" 265 McKeesport, PA North Carolina 34. DavidAsh ———SSBSCOG'3" «215 Belton, 1X _ __Texas 
15. Leroy Scott _ DB 5'10" 187 Pasadena, TX Texas 1 Bradley Marquez ____ATH 5°11" 173 Odessa, 1X ___ Texas Tech. 
16. NathanHughes DE _—«&6'5"_ 257 Spring, TX Oklahoma. 36. Josh Chochran OL 66" 275 Halisville, TX Texas 
17. Sheroid Evans DB 60" 185 SugarLand,TX _ Texas 37. Derek Edwards WR 6'1" 165 Brenham, 1X "Texas Tech 
18, Quincy Russell DT _6'3" 285 SanAntonio,TX _ Texas 38. Joseph Cheek Ss OL_—<G'7" 275 Seguin.IX ——*Texas A&M. 
19. Jace Amaro TE _6'5" 237 San Antonio, TX _ Texas Tech 39. Spencer Drango OL 6'6" 265 Cedar Park, TX Baylor 
20. Desmond Roland ATH 6'0" 185 Dallas,TX ———Oklahoma State 40. Howard Matthews ‘DB —6'1” 200 League City, TX Texas A&M 
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—BIG EAST RANKINGS— 


Savon Huggins, Rutgers, RB 


Big 12 
Team Rankings 


1. Texas 

2, Oklahoma 

3. Texas Tech 

4, Oklahoma State 

5. Texas A&M 

6. Kansas 

7. Missouri 

8. Baylor 

9. Kansas State 
10. lowa State 


Williams, Huggins: Cliff Webch/Icon SMI 
Metoyer: John Albright/Icon SMI 
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Grant: John Albright/Icon SMI; Mi 


Wrangler 


PRESENTS 


— BIG TEN RANKINGS — 


Player Pos 
1. Curtis Grant LB 
2. Aaron Green RB 
3. Braxton Miller QB 
4. LawrenceThomas LB 
5. Doran Grant DB 
6. Michael Bennett OL 
1. Rodney Coe RB 6'3" 238 
8. Ken Hayes OL r 
9. | ). Angelo Mangiro OL 
o jamal Turner 08 
~_ Steve Miller OL 
iz 12. Tyler Moore Ol 
Chi CB 
Sao DT 
15. _ Ryan Shazier iB 
16. Bubba Starling a8 
17. Justice Hayes RB 
18. JordanWalsh OL 
19. Bill Belton __ATH 
20. Brennen Beyer = DEE 
RB 
OL 
23. Donovan Smith OL 
24. Chase Farris = Dis 
25. Christian Jones Ss WR 
OB 
27. Evan Spencer _ WR 


28. Jon Davis 
29. Austin Blythe 
Ray Hamilton ai: 


Ht Wt Hometown School 
6'3" 225 Richmond, VA Ohio State _ 
5111" 190 SanAntonio,TX _—_—Nebraska 
6'3" 210 Huber Heights, OH Ohio State 
‘6'4" 245 Detroit, MI Michigan State 
sit" 180 Akron, OH Ohio State 
Centerville, OH Ohio State 

6'3" 238 Glen Carbon, IL lowa 
6'5" 240 Toledo, OH ___ Ohio State 
6'2" 290 Succasunna,NJ Penn State 
61" 175 Arlington, TX Nebraska 
6'4" 245 Canton, OH __ Ohio State 
6'6" 300 Clearwater, FL Nebraska — 
5'11" 180 Spring, TX Nebraska 
6'4" 254 West Brach, Mi ~ Penn State 
6'2" 210 Pompano Beach,FL Ohio State 
6'5" 195 Gardner, KS Nebraska 
5'10"175 Grand Blanc, MI Michigan 
_ 64" 260 Glendale Heights, IL ~ lowa 
5'9" 191 Sicklerville, NJ Penn State 
6'3" 225 Canton, MI Michigan 
6'0" 190 Kenosha, WI Wisconsin 
6'2" 280 _ Inverness, IL Ohio State 
6'5" 270 Owings Mills,MO Penn State. 
6'6" 265 Elyria, OH Ohio State 
6'3" 205 Houston,1X Northwestern 
5'10" 175 Owings Mills, MD ___ Michigan 
—_ 61" 190 Vernon Hills, IL Ohio State 
ATH 6'3" 230 Louisville, KY ilinois 


6'3" 285 Williamsburg, IA 
6'5" 235 Strongsville, OH 


DT 6'3" 295 Tempe, AZ 
ze Brandon Clemons OL 6'4" 255 Milfo 
33. Dondi Kirby ~ DB. 6'3" 190 Monroe 
34. JakeKeefer == LB 6'4" 215 Baldwin, WI Wisconsin 
35. Austin Traylor TE 6'4" 210 Columbus,OH =——_—Wissconsin. 
36. RyanKlachko —S——sOL__—«<6'4" 287 Springfield, L_ Nebraska 
37. Ryne Reeves OL 6'3" 300 Crete, NE 
38. Chris Barnett TE 66" 245 Hurst, TX 
39. Deion Barnes — DE 6'5" 220 Philadelphia, PA 
40. Chris Bryant _—OL_6'5" 330 Chicago,IL 


Big Ten 
Team Rankings 


1. Ohio State 

2. Nebraska 

3. lowa 

4. Michigan 

5. Michigan State 

6. Penn State 

7. Wisconsin 

8. Illinois 

9. Minnesota 
10. Indiana 
11. Northwestern 
12. Purdue 


Curtis Grant, Ohio State, LB 


Player 
}. Davon Moreland 
. DeMarcus Smith 


1 

2 

3. Dontae Levingston — 
4. K.C. Niemchi 

5. Leilon Willingham 
6. Armonze Daniel 
7. Chevelle Buie 

9. Terry Redden 

0. Bram Kohihausen 


ol 67" 
OT 


OB 


Braxton Miller, Ohio State, QB 


C-USA RANKINGS 


Pos Ht Wt Hometown 
DE/LB gis 225 Los Angeles, CA _ 


6'5" 280 
60" 215 


62" 240 


61" 275 
61" 200 


School 

SMU 
uisvile, KY UCF 

Harbor City, CA SMU 

Cinco Ranch, CA SMU 

Denver, CO UCF 

Marshall 

57 L __—_East Carolina 
67" 265 “Washington, DC oC Marshall 
Memphis, TN ‘Memphis _ 

Houston, TX Houston 


— MAC RANKINGS — 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. James Green WR __6'3" 200 Tallahassee, FL Toledo 
2. MyronRoss = s#RB SOG" 205 Ambler,PA Temple 
3._ James Potts RB 5'11" 190 Boynton Beach, FL Buffalo 
4. Jayrone Elliott DE 6. eveland, OH Toledo 
5. Erick Howard RB Akron 
6. Antonio Bett WR 511" 157 Fi Temple — 
7._ Allen Veazie CB O5'11" 165 Tan Miami 
8. Desmond Coble WR 5'10"175 Ri Temple — 
9. SethCunningham ——CB_—«G'0" ‘175 Akron 
10. Jerry Gates — DB 5°11" 210 Middletown,OH Bowling Green 


—— MWC RANKINGS —— 


Player Pos Ht Wt School 
1. LaDarius Brown ATH 6'2" 190 idx TCU 
2. Brandon Carter ==ATH—«5'11" eee rer 
3. Jimmy Laughrea QB 62" 180 Re Boise State _ 
4. ChuckHunter =—séDT~—«6'1"_—295 TCU 
5. Deryck Gildon 1B 62" 205 __ 10 
6. Blake Renaud LB 62" 233 ___ Boise State 
7. Chad Jeffries QB 63" 195 Glendora, CA ‘San Diego State 
8. Samuel Ukwuachu DE 6'5" 203 Pearland, TX Boise State 
9. Isiah Norton DT 6'5" 300 Dallas, TX Colorado State 
10. JeffWorthy DT 64" 275 LaHabra, CA Boise State 


C-USA 

Team Rankings 
1. SMU 
2. UCF 
3, Marshall 
4. Memphis 
5. Houston 
6, East Carolina 
7. Southern Miss 
8. Tulsa 
9. Rice 

10. UAB 

11. Tulane 

12, UTEP 


MAC 

Team Rankings 
1. Toledo 
2. Ohio 
3. Bowling Green 
4. Central Michigan 
5. Northern Illinois 
6. Akron 
7. Temple 
8. Western Michigan 
9. Miami 

10. Kent State 


_ 11. Buffalo 


12. Eastern Michigan 
13. Ball State 


MWC 
Team Rankings 


1. TCU 

2. Boise State 

3. San Diego State 
4, Colorado State 
5. UNLV 

6. Wyoming 

7. Air Force 

8. New Mexico 
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BY CONFERENCE 


— PAC-12 RANKINGS — — SEC RANKINGS 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. DeAnthony Thomas __ATH_5'9"_ 160 _Los Angeles, CA Oregon _1,_ Jadeveon Clowney DE 6'6" 245 Rock Hill, SC South Carolina 
2. George Farmer WR 61" 205 Gardena, CA USC “2. Cyrus Kouandjio OL 66" 322 Hyattsville, MD Alabama 
3. Austin Seferian-Jenkins TE 66° 250 Fox Island, WA Washington Tae ised ngs _2- L281 Colins OL 6'4" 314 Baton Rouge, LA LSU 
4. Greg Townsend Jr. DL 6'3" 275 Beverly Hills, CA USC 4. Anthony Johnson «iT ~—6'3" 294 New Orleans, LA “LSU 
“5. Colt Lyerta WR 6'5" 225 Hillsboro, OR Oregon —«*1- USC 5. ChristianWesterman OL 6'5" 285 Chandler, AZ Auburn 
6. Viliami Moala DT _6'3" 350 Sacramento, CA California 2. Oregon 6. Isaiah Crowell RB 5°11" 210 Columbus, GA Georgia 
7. Kasen Williams WR 6'2" 210 Sammamish, WA Washington 9. California 7. Hasean Clinton-Dix DB 61" 203 Orlando, FL_ Alabama 
8. Devon Blackmon WR 61" 177 Fontana, CA Oregon 4. Stanford 8._ Ray Drew 1B 6'5" 243 Thomasville, GA Georgia 
9. Margise Lee WR 6'0" 190 Gardena, CA usc 5. Washington 9._ Jeff Driskel OB 6'4" 238 Oviedo, FL Florida 
10. James Vaughters LB 6'2" 235 Stone Mountain, GA Stanford 6. Utah 10. Jarvis Landry WR 511" 190 _Lutcher, LA _ su 
11. Cyrus Hobbi OL 63" 275 Scottsdale,AZ ...+~«*USC_~—= 7. Oregon State 11. Jay Rome TE 66" 250 Valdosta, GA Georgia 
12. Victor Blackwell WR 6'1" 185 SantaAna, CA USC 8. UCLA 12._ Trey DePriest LB 6'2" 232 Springfield,OH Alabama _ 
13. Brendon Bigelow TB _5'10"180 Fresno, CA California 9. Arizona 13. Dee Hart RB 5'9" 195 Orlando, FL Alabama 
14. Wayne Lyons S 61" 190 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Stanford 10. Washington State 14. Jeoffrey Pagan DL 64" 272 Asheville, NC Alabama 
15. Todd Barr DL  6'3" 260 Lakewood, CA California —- 14, Arizona State 15. Kiehl Frazier QB 6'3" 210 Springdale, AR Aubum 
16. Brett Hundley QB 6'4" 210 Chandler, AZ UCLA 42. Colorado 16. Brey Cook OL 67" 317 Springdale, AR Arkansas 
17. Antwaun Woods DL 61" 325 Woodland Hills, CA USC 17. Brent Calloway RB 62" 217 Russellville, AL Alabama 
18. Max Wittek QB 64" 205 Santa Ana, CA usc ————————_ 18. Damian Swann DB 61" 170 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
19. Cody Kessler QB 6'2" 220 Bakersfield, CA USC 19. DeAnthony Amett WR 60° 175 Saginaw, Ml Tennessee 
20. Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6'5" 260 Scottsdale, AZ Oregon SEC 20. Christian LeMay QB 6'2" 195 Matthews, NC Georgia 
21. Amir Carlisle RB 5'10"180 Sunnyvale, CA Usc_ Team Rankings 37. Malcolm Mitchell ATH 6'1" 187 Valdosta, GA Georgia 
22. Christian French TE _6'5" 236 Cedar Rapids, IA Oregon 1. Alabama 22. Erique Florence S63" 190 Valley, AL Auburn 
23. Aundrey Walker OL 66" 375 Cleveland, OH USC 2. Auburn 23. Xzavier Dickson (B  6'3" 240 Griffin, GA Alabama 
24, Anthony Wallace LB 6'0" 221 Dallas, TX Oregon 3. Georgia 24, Brandon Shell OL 6'6" 316 GooseCreek,SC South Carolina 
25, Tre Madden LB 6'0" 220 Mission Viejo, CA USC 4. LSU 25._ Nikolas Brassell WR 610" 175 Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
26. Lamar Dawson 1B 6:2" 235 Danville, KY USC 5, Florida 26. Mike Blakely RB 5'9" 205 Bradenton, FL Florida 
27. Tacoi Sumler WR 5'9" 166 Miami, FL Oregon South Carolina _27._ Antonio Richardson OL _6'6" 325 Nashville, TN Tennessee 
28. Brennan Scarlett DL 6'4" 255 Portland, OR Califomia_ 7 Tennessee 28. AC. Leonard TE 6'4" 245 Jacksonville, FL Florida 
29. Christian Heyward DL 6'2" 275 San Diego, CA USC 8 Ole Miss 29. Quan Bray ATH 5°10" 170 LaGrange, GA Auburn 
30. Avery Walls DB _5'11"184 McDonough, GA Califomia__g_ Arkansas 30._ Kris Frost ATH 6'2" 215 Matthews, NC Auburn 
31. Stefan McClure DB 5'11"180 Vista, CA Calfornia +9 Mississippi State 31- Marvin Shinn WR  6'3" 193 Prichard, AL Alabama 
32. Mustafa Jalil DL 6'4" 310 San Diego, CA Calforia 44" Kentucky 32. Jermauria Rasco DE 6'4" 240 Shreveport, LA UsU 
33. Maurice Harris WR 6'3" 200 Greensboro, NC Califoriia +5’ Vanderbilt 33. Gabe Wright DL 6'4" 310 Columbus, GA Auburn 
34. Kelsey Young RB _5'10"190 Norco, CA Stanford : 34. Gregory Robinson OL 6'5" 305 Thibodaux, LA Auburn 
35._ Anthony Sarao LB 60" 210 Absecon, NJ USC 35._ Kenny Hilliard RB 5'11" 225 Patterson, LA LSU 
36. Jason Gibson LB 6'3" 215 Gardena, CA California 36. C.J. Johnson LB 6:2" 235 Philadelphia, MS Ole Miss 
37. Aubrey Coleman ATH 6'6" 215 Walnut, CA Washington 37._ Reese Dismukes C__6'3" 290 Spanish Fort, AL Auburn 
38. Micahel Bercovici QB 6'2" 205 Woodland Hills, CA Arizona State 38. Marcus Roberson DE 61" 175 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Florida 
39. Harvey Langi RB 61" 216 South Jordan, UT Utah 39. Marlin Lane RB 60" 210 Daytona Beach, FL Tennessee 
40. Ka’Deem Carey RB 5'10" 190 Tucson, AZ Arizona 40. Odell Backham, Jr. WR 5'11"175 New Orleans, LA isu 


— SUN BELT RANKINGS — — WAC RANKINGS — 


Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School Player Pos Ht Wt Hometown School 
1. Daerius Washington LB 6'0" 190 Ft. Lauderdale,FL Western Kentucky 1. Tigi Hill DB 6'2" 210 Kakuku, HI Hawaii 
_2. Cameron Brown WR 6'2" 195 Frisco, TX Western Kentucky 2. Ellis Henderson DB 60" 170 Vancouver, WA Hawaii 
3, Artez Brown RB 5'11" 165 Newport, AR Arkansas State 3. Nick Isham QB 6'0" 190 Westlake Village,CA Louisiana Tech 
4. Kyle Coleman WR 6'2" 205 Pine Bluff, AR Arkansas State 4. Tyler Gray LB 6'3" 215 Templeton, CA Hawaii 
_5._ Mitchell Henry TE _6'4" 245 Elizabethtown, KY Western Kentucky 5. Charles Washington DB 5'10" 180 Encino, CA Fresno State 
6. Deon Lee DE 6°4" 215 De Funiak Springs, FL Troy 6. Malcolm Pichon DT 63" 330 Slidell, LA Louisiana Tech 
7. Rodney O'Neal DB 5'11"170 Dublin, GA Middle Tennessee 7. Brian Clay DB 5'11"160 Vacaville, CA Hawaii 
8, Alonzo Harris RB 6'1" 205 Gadsden, AL Louisiana-Lafayette 8. Kyrie Wilson LB 6'2" 210 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
9. Champ Lewis DB 6'2" 175 Ft. Myers, FL Western Kentucky 9. LaBradford Harold DB/WR 6'0" 200 Crowley, TX Utah State 
10. Boe Brand WR 6'0" 155 Bradenton, FL Western Kentucky 10. Deman Cater DB 6'1" 195 Fontana, CA Nevada 
Sun Belt Team Rankings WAC Team Rankings 
1. Western Kentucky 4. Florida International 7. North Texas 1. Hawaii 4, Utah State 7. Idaho 
2. Arkansas State 5. Troy 8. Louisiana-Monroe 2. Louisiana Tech 5. Nevada 8. New Mexico State 
3. Louisiana-Lafayette 6. Middle Tennessee 9. Florida Atlantic 3. Fresno State 6. San Jose State 
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Player Player Hometown Player Hometown 
Anthony Alford — nie os. apa MS Jalen Cope-Fitzpatrick ah Rocklin, CA Kwon Alexander ct a Oxford, AL 
Mike Baker 62" 190 Fresno,CA —DillonGordon ==s(isiéiS” DKS River Ridge, LA Jeremiah Allison 61" 210 Los Angeles, CA 
ConnorBrewer ——s«G'2"_—«*195 Scottsdale,AZ Devin Funchess 64" 205 Famington Hills, MI. = Player Ht Wt Hometown 
Tyler Cameron 63" 210 — Jupiter, FL_ Christo Kourtzidis 64" 240 Orange,CA Vince Biegel 6'3" 210 Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
Bennie Coney 62" 210 Plant City,FL_ Taylor McNamara 65" 235 “San Diego,CA Timothy Cole 62" 212 Brenham, TX 
MattDavis G1" «200 “Houston, TX Ricky Parks 63" 210 __-Hogansville,GA Derek David 63" 225 Rockdale, TX 
Shane Dillon —s6'5" ‘185 ElCajon,CA Kelvin Rainey 63" 205 Yulee,FL Nick Dawson _ 63" 228 Charlotte, NC 
Marc Evans 62" 210 Ventura,CA Kent Taylor SiS" «220 ~——Land O'Lakes,FL_ Alex De La Torre 610" 225 Denton, TX 
Bart Houston _ _ 64" 200 Concord, CA Colin Thompson 6'S" 255 “Warminster, PA = C.J. Dozier 62" 195 Bellflower, CA 
GunnerKiel  =—Sss—ss«'4"_— 210 Columbus, IN_ Ron Thompson 64" 225 _ Eastpointe, Ml Trey Edmunds 6'2" 200 Ringgold, VA 
Zach Kline 62" 190 __ Danville, CA = Ken Ekanem — 63" 225 Clifton, VA 
Toor Kit ___62"_100__ Sion. TOP 20 OFFENSIVE LINEMEN = teyGarier 61" 225 Thibodaus, LA 
Greyson Lambert 65" 195 ___esup,GA layer Hometown Royce Jenkins-Stone —6'2" 215 Detroit, Mi 
Jeff Lindquist 6'3" 225 Mercer sland, WA Vast Alevander sl " GA _ Peter Jinkens 61" 208 Dallas, TX 
ee 10 Buford, a 
varie Ls ice is Zach Banner 69" vood, WA Quanzell Lambert 6:2" 230 Sicklerville, NJ 
0 z Miles 64” 215 Denver co” evr Decker 8" ei tory — seat al 
el 0 aa CA Jordan Diamond 66" 290 Reggie Ragland 64" 245 _Madison, AL 
Zeke Pike 65" 220 FortMitchel, Ky “essamenDunker_66" _ 318 Desysean Rpey 32 _—20)_Nekoes Rocks, FA 
: ete erences Kennedy Estelle 67" James Ross 61" 215 Orchard Lake, Mi 
Jameis Winston S64" ‘190 Hueytown, AL Joshua Gamett 65" 27 lfeadi Odenigbo 64" 210° Centerville, OH 
TOP 20 RUNNING : BACKS D.J. Humphries 65" 26 Jeremiah Tshimanga —_—«6'3""_— 225 North Richland Hills, 1X 
67" 
Payer t Hometown : TOP 20 DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Warren Ball ie on Columbus, OH 
Wes Brown _——60" 190 ~ Olney, MO Player secoatee 
iota Ishmael Adams fi i Westlake Village, CA 
Bri'onte Dunn 61" 215 Canton, OH a a5 ae eS 
rT) = = Nelson Agholor 6" 175 Tampa, FL 
Greg Garmon 6'2" 200 Erie, PA ae — sa, ee 
ohnaihan Cre 44 On Brandon Beaver 61" 175 Compton, CA 
Johnathan Gray 5111" 200 ‘Aledo, TX add EU a lb 
ae a soe, Deion Bonner 5111" 185 Columbus, GA 
Duke Johnson 5'9" 180 Miami, FL ers <<  — 
Malin Jones = 2" 190 Naperville, IL fps ee re 
= mrt = Deon Bush 61" 180 Miami, FL 
Matt Jones 63" 210 Seffner, FL pile Ss 
Brian Kimbrow 59" 165, Memphis, TN Landon Coling S11" 200 Geismar, LA 
Robert Lewis 510" 155 South Gate, CA Voltz _ : Barrington, IL easy S11" 175___Oxon Hl, MD 
Shaq Powell 510" 185 ~ LasVegas, NV Avery Young _ ___6'5" 270 Palm Beach Gardens, FL_ ee = a pe are 
William Mahone 60" 194 Youngstown, 0! 9s Leggett Mae kes wit 
Byron Marshall 510" 195 San Jose, CA JOP 10 DEFENSIVE TACKLES — Donaidven wanning 59" 155 Miami, FL 
Keith Marshall Sit" 190 ‘Raleigh, NC_ Hometown —LaDarrellMcNeil_ 61" _ 190. __ Dallas, TX 
Mario Pender 610" 210 Cape Coral, FL ciao es ey i ~ Brooklyn, NY 
Alex Ross 61" 205 Jenks,OK —SheldonDay S62" 278 Lae Bs 
Barry Sanders J. 59" 180 Oklahoma City, OK  EddieGoldman —=—6'4" 310 cal 185 Bradenton, FL 
RushelShel «S11 215 Aliquippa,PA Darius Hamilton 64" 245 ~ Ramsey, NJ 60" 175 __ Fresno, CA 
Jonathan Williams 5'11" 205° Allen,TX  JarronJones G6" 305 ~———_—Raches 60" 165 Afanta, GA 
Trey Williams 58" 175. “Houston,TX —-_Javonte Magee 65" 265 ii 205 Fameey 
Pr Ellis McCarthy 6'5" 295 M W175 (Ocala, FL 
TOP 20 WIDE RECEIVERS — Tommy Schutt 63" 290 Glen Elyn, iL ‘YuriWright | 62" 180 ~ Ramsey, NJ 
Player Aziz Shitty 63" 275 ‘Atwater, CA 
Chris Black | igi ad = ‘alanine Jonathan Taylor G3" 307 Millen, GA TOP 20. ATHLETES 
Drae Bowles _ 61" 190 Jackson, TN Z Player Hometown 
Serial Er it Farmington Lo TOP 10 DEFENSIVE ENDS pametee, so i La iy. Tk 
eonteCaroo 62" 200 Ramsey, NJ py Hometown —_ Travis Blank Lee allahassee, F 
Nathan Cole —_ Sai" 170 Memphis, TN hei Arstad i Eik Grove, CA ‘Marvin Bracy 59" 165 Orlando, FL. 
Amara Dartioh 62" 190 __West Des Moines,1A_ Mario Edwards 614" 280 Denton, TX Joel Caleb _ : _Midlothian, VA 
Reginald Davis G1" _185 Tenaha,1X Dante Fowler 63" 238 ‘St Petersburg,FL_--ChisCasher_ 4" 225 Mooile, AL 
Dorial Green-Beckham 66" 220 _Springfield, MO Jelani Hamilton 65" 245 Ft_Lauderdale, FL _Stefon Diggs i 190 Olney, MD_ 
Avery Johnson 6'2" 185 s Pompano Beach, FL Troy Hinds 65" 225 Kaysville, UT Cedric Dozier 3 175 Lakewood, WA 
Thomas Johnson 60" 75 Dallas, ™X_ Jordan Jenkins 63" 225 Hamilton, GA Dw. Foster 5'10" 180 Scottsdale, AZ 
Gayleb Jones 62" 185 Austin, X_ Seon Pittman 64" 225. Canton,oH © DevinFuller—— 60" 185 Old Tappan, NJ 
Eugene Lewis __—~6'1"_180 Plymouth, PA Noah Spence ~ 64" 245 Harrisburg, PA ChaseHansen _—~62"_200 Highland, UT 
axe WicDoriald 6:3" 200 _Minnetonka, MN Adolphus Washington 66" 240 Cincinnati, OH  JoshHarvey-Clemons __6'5" _200 Valdosta, GA 
Durron Neal 60" 185 St.Louis,MO_ Channing Ward Ba" 240 ‘Aberdeen. MS. _ Angelo Jean-Louis 60" 185 Wellington, FL 
Jordan Payton 6:2” 190 Westlake Village, CA =e == ———- Cyrus Jones 5111" 185 Baltimore, MD 
pate i, os Jaydon Mickens 58” 170 _LosAngeles, CA 
hag Roland 61" 180 ___Lexington, SC_ Darreus Rogers 62" 195 Carson, CA 
Samy Shepard atidat cna aK Cordrea Tankerisey 62" 195 Aiken, SC_ 
Bryce Treggs 1" flower, Canaan Severin —6'3"—215 Worcester, MA 
Dominique Wheeler 61" 180 Crockett, TX Corey Thompson 62" 195 Missouri City, TX 
Shaq Thompson 61" 185 Sacramento, CA 
Eddie Williams 83" 210 Panama City, FL_ 
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Boston College: Thom Kendall; USC: Peter Brouillet; 
Arkansas: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
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Georgia Tech: Al Kooistra; Georgia: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
Washington: Paul Jasienski 


Scan 
with your smart phone. 


“May require a OR scanning app. 
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Rutgers: Bruce Schwartzman; Texas Chris Covatta 
Kansas: Larry W. Smith 
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In a perfect world, there would be some events in life that you'd like to arrive at just in the nick of time. Who really wants to get 
to the airport an hour early? Who enjoys perusing old magazines (even if they're Athlon!) in the waiting room at the doctor's office? 
Do you really like getting to the movies so early that you finish your popcorn before the previews are over? In the perfect world, in 
any of these situations you’d show up about a minute early and get down to business. 

In that same ideal world, however, there would be some events that you'd gladly show up for hours, even days, ahead of time. 
Things like bachelor parties. Free money giveaways. And college football games. Whether your favorite team is a national champi- 
onship contender or a perennial doormat, whether you're a sophomore yet to declare a major or a senior citizen who still remem- 
bers the words to the alma mater, a good tailgate party is one part of the college football experience just about everyone can relate 
to — and thoroughly enjoy. 

The good news is, this ideal world already exists in college towns from New Jersey to New Mexico. Here, spread out for your en- 
joyment like a pregame buffet, are some of the top college tailgating sites in the country, as determined by a very unscientific sur- 
vey. We were going to do a much more thorough poll to determine the winners, but the scent of bratwurst and deviled eggs distracted 
us, Maybe next year. 


LSU A T-shirt often spotted in the bayou reads “Baton Rouge: A drinking town with a football problem.” Tiger Stadium 
is often cited as one of the toughest places to play in America, especially when the game is played at night. The reason why, 
often left unsaid because it’s patently obvious, is that by the time the sun sets, Tiger fans have spent the entire day doing 
their best to shed their already thin inhibitions. Stroll through the parking lots outside Death Valley on a game day and get 
a whiff of the steaming pots of gumbo and jambalaya, then look and see if you can spot anybody actually eating between 
sips of their favorite libations. Throw in a national championship, and the party has suddenly turned even more festive — 
if that’s possible — down on the bayou. 


PENN STATE 1U has its Death Valley and Penn State has Happy Valley, but whether the valley is morbid or giddy, 
the fans in both locales know how to party. Penn State fans are known for creating a blue and white RV city outside Beaver 
Stadium well before Saturday. Student organizations also join in the fun, especially other Nittany Lion athletic teams. By 
season’ end, alumni and students have formed bonds that last lifetimes — all thanks to a grill, a vehicle, and a little potato 
salad. Wonder if JoePa will join in the fun when his coaching days are done? 


VIRGINIA TECH Frank Beamer's winning ways have turned Blacksburg into quite a happening town come autumn. 
And not just on Saturdays. Tailgating here starts on the Tuesday prior to the game and lasts through early Sunday morn- 
ing, stretching from the stadium parking lots to the streets of charming downtown Blacksburg. Here, young undergrads 
mix it up with fired-up alumni in small bars that serve cheap drinks. 


OKLAHOMA in Oklahoma, we're talking about a state that was founded by people arriving in their vehicles early for 
the big event. The Sooner Schooner just might be the world’s very first tailgating sport utility vehicle. Combine that his- 
tory with OU’s tradition of winning football, and you've got perhaps the perfect recipe for tailgating success. And while 
Florida and Georgia stake claim to the “world’s largest outdoor cocktail party” each year in Jacksonville, the annual Texas- 
Oklahoma tilt in Dallas is certainly one of college football’s premier pregame venues. 
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With a stadium that 
holds 102,455 people, you'd expect Ten- 
nessee fans from all corners of the Volun- 
teer Staté to arrive on fall Saturdays in a 
variety of ways — car, truck, bus, plane, 
RV. How about boat? The “Vol Navy” is 
the name given to the UT fans who sail the 
Tennessee River to Knoxville, and the 
scores of boats docked beside Neyland Sta- 
dium create one of the nation’s most un- 
usual tailgating experiences. Of course, 
there's no “Navy Blue” to be found on these 
sailors — just a sea of orange. And while 
Wisconsin produces traditional tailgate fare 
like beer and brats, Tennessee stakes claim 
to such common-man staples as Jack 
Daniel’s and Krystal burgers. 


aie? RECIPES 


Chicken Hoagies 


a wa, 


- 


I 


Directions 

Heat Curly's Sauceless Chicken 
according to package directions. Put 
desired amount of chicken inside hoagie 
buns and top with Swiss Cheese. Place 
buns on a cookie sheet and heat in oven 
until cheese is melted and buns are 
slightly toasted. Top hoagies with bacon 
slices, mayonnaise, sliced tomatoes and 
lettuce. 


Ingredients 

» 1 tub Curly’s Sauceless Chicken 

» 4-6 slices of Swiss Cheese 

» 2-4 hoagie buns 

» ¥2 Pack of John Morrell Bacon, 
cooked until desired crispness 
and drained 

» Mayonnaise (Optional) 

» Sliced tomatoes (Optional) 

» Lettuce (Optional) 


To tailgate at a Princeton 
football game is to take a step back in time, to 


the days of leather helmets, cheerleaders in j j Ingredients 
wool Baas and saddle shoes, and sports- BBQ Sandwich with Slaw » 1 tub Curly’s Sauceless 
writers in fedoras banging out stories on man- Directions Pulled Pork 
ual typewriters. Well, maybe it’s not exactly Heat Curly’s Sauceless Pulled Pork according to package directions. Add de- » BBQ Sauce 
like that, but it is tailgating in its most tradi- sired amount of BBQ sauce of your choice and mix with the Curly’s Sauce- » 4-6 buns 
tional sense. Proud, successful alumni and less Pulled Pork. Place Pork & BBQ mix on each bun and top with Cole Slaw.  » Cole Slaw 


eager students eating the finest breads, meats To complete your plate, add your favorite chips. 


and cheeses, seated on plush black and orange 


blankets, sipping fine wines on brisk autumn 
afternoons in the Garden State. Well, it’s not 
exactly like that either, but it’s the Ivy League 
after all, so it’s close. Right? 


Think of autumn and what 
color do you think of? Orange. Clemson tail- 
gaters take full advantage of the fact their fa- 
vorite team’s color is also the official color of 
fall: Nothing shows you know how to party in 
the parking lot like a big orange pumpkin with 
a tiger paw carved into it, or a bright orange 
cooler full of drinks, or a huge orange tent to 
provide shade. On game days, when Clemson, 


S.C., becomes the third-largest “city” in the 
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Conference BBQ sauce Suggestions 
Big Ten & Big 12 Conference: Thick & 
Sweet Sauce with tomato sauce & mo- 
lasses base 

SEC & Conference USA: Hot, Sweet 
tomato base BBQ Sauce 
ACC: Vinegar Base BBQ 
Sauce 


Grieshop/Schwartzman 
tark/Athion Sports 


state of South Carolina, it might be better 
known as Orangeville. 


MARSHALL a thundering herd. The 


phrase could aptly describe many tailgating 
scenes across America. Iowa fans lining up for 
more burgers. Bama backers heading back for 
more fried chicken. Syracuse faithful rushing 
into the Dome in time for kickoff. Capitalize 
a couple of letters, and you've got the Thun- 
dering Herd, the finest tailgaters in the land of 
country roads. Whether they're arriving 12 
hours early to the lots on the south or west 
sides of the stadium or packing into neigh- 
borhood bars, Marshall fans are as proud of 
their tailgating prowess as they are of local he- 
roes Randy Moss and Chad Pennington. 


TEXAS As long as they can keep Aggie fans 
from barbecuing their mascot, Texas fans 
know how to tailgate, whether it’s in Austin 
or in the Big D at the annual tilt with Okla- 
homa. Great weather, plenty of pick-up 
trucks, some Shiner Bock, beef brisket, and a 
little Tex-Mex combine for picture-perfect 
tailgating in the heart of Texas. 


OLE MISS The Grove. The very name 


conjures up images of Southern gentility, of 
serenity, tradition and class. One of the col- 
lege game’s most storied tailgating grounds, 
The Grove (a 10-acre park in the middle of 
campus) is where you'll find anybody who's 
anybody prior to Ole Miss games. Open from 
6 a.m. to midnight on game days, the Grove 


OHIO STATE Buckeye fans take their 


tailgating as seriously as they take their 
football, adding a dose of friendly com- 
petition to the tradition. Who are the best 
tailgaters — hundreds of red-clad folks 
will tell you it’s them. Personalized plates, 
satellite dishes, Tivo, kegs of beer, grills 
that never extinguish, RVs galore — you 
better bring your ‘A’ game if you want to 
be noticed in Columbus. Olentangy — is 
that a river or a tart new condiment? 


is home to the Walk of Champions, the path 
the Rebs traditionally stroll through on their 
way to Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. 


WISCONSIN Wisconsin is primarily 


known for producing three important food- 
stuffs: beer, cheese and bratwurst. Little sur- 
prise then, that the tailgating is pretty good at 
the ol’ state university in Madison. Throw in 
a student body renowned for its ability to 
party, a fan base so fervent it’s nationally 
known for how well it travels (so tailgating be- 
fore a home game is a piece of cake), some 
outstanding professional role models in the 
form of Packers and Brewers fans, and a 94- 
year old stadium in Camp Randall, and 
you've pretty much got tailgating nirvana in 
Madtown. Plus, it’s kind of nice to stand 
around the grill on a November morning up 
in the Dairy State. 


WASHINGTON One of the most unique 


— and picturesque — tailgating venues in the 
nation is at the University of Washington, 
where Husky fans have the good fortune to 
trade asphalt for the blue waters of Lake 
Washington. The stadium’s location on the 
lakeshore allows fans from all over the Seattle 
area to travel — and tailgate, or “sterngate,” as 
it were — on their boats, dining on salmon, 
crab, and sipping some of Seattle’s finest cof- 
fees. Ever helpful members of the UW crew 
team ferry fans to and from shore. 


AIR FORCE could there be a more im- 


pressive spectacle than tailgating at the foot of 
the Rocky Mountains with Air Force fighter 
jets performing awe-inspiring maneuvers 
overhead? Some may argue that a dessert buf 
fet complete with blueberry cobbler, double 
chocolate brownies and pineapple upside 
down cake is more visually stunning, and who 
could argue, really? But to tailgate Air Force 
style is to truly aim high. At more than 7,000 
feet above sea level, it’s not the booze making 
you lightheaded — besides, cadets can't drink. 


Athlon Sports is hitting the road 
this season, stopping at some 
of college football’s biggest 
rivalry matchups, and we 

want you to stop by for some 
food, football and FUN! 

You’ll have an opportunity to 
interact with exciting brands 
and win great prizes. 


Our tour includes 10 exciting 
college football rivalry games, 
such as: 


Palo Alto, Calif. 
Stanford vs. UCLA 
October 1 


Dallas, Texas 
Texas vs. Oklahoma 
October 8 


Jacksonville, Fla. 
Georgia vs. Florida 
October 29 


Miami, Fla. 
The BCS Orange Bowl 
January 3, 2012 


Text TAILGATE to 67463 
for complete 
Gridiron Rivals Tailgate Tour schedule. 


“Standard data and message rates may apply. 


2011 FBS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


ACC = 
BOSTON COLLEGE (7-6, 4-4) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 
Northwestern 

at UCF 

Duke 
Massachusetts 
Wake Forest 

at Clemson 

at Virginia Tech 

at Maryland 
Florida State 

NC State 

at Notre Dame 

at Miami 


CLEMSON [6-7, 4-4] 
Clemson, SC 

Troy 

Wofford 

Auburn 

Florida State 

at Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
at Maryland 
North Carolina 

at Georgia Tech 
Wake Forest 

at NC State 

at South Carolina 
DUKE (3-9, 1-7) 

Ourham, NC 

Richmond 
Stanford 

at Boston College 
Tulane 

at FIU 

Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Virginia Tech 

at Miami 

at Virginia 
Georgia Tech 

at North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE (10-4, 6-2) 
Tallahassee, FL 


Sept. 3 UL Monroe Sept. 3 William & Mary 
Sept. 10 CharlestonSouthern Sept. 10 at Indiana 
Sept. 17 Oklahoma Sept. 17 at North Carolina 
Sept. 24 at Clemson Sept. 24 Southern Miss 
Oct. 8 atWake Forest Oct. 1 Idaho 
Oct. 15 at Duke Oct. 15 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 22 Maryland Oct. 22 NC State 
Oct. 29 NC State Oct. 27 at Miami 
Nov. 3  atBoston College Nov. 5 atMaryland 
Nov. 12 Miami Nov. 12 Duke 
Nov. 19 Virginia Nov. 19 at Florida State 
Nov. 26 atFlorida Nov. 26 Virginia Tech 
presage a (6-7, 4-4) VIRGINIA TECH (11-3, 8-0) 
Atlanta, Blacksburg, VA 
Sept. 1 Western Carolina Sept. 3 Appalachian State 
Sept. 10 at Middle Tennessee Sept. 10 at East Carolina 
Sept. 17 Kansas Sept. 17 Arkansas State 
Sept. 24 North Carolina Sept. 24 at Marshall 
Oct. 1 atNC State Oct. 1 Clemson 
Oct. 8 Maryland Oct. 8 Miami 
Oct. 15 at Virginia Oct. 15 atWake Forest 
Oct. 22 at Miami Oct. 22 Boston College 
Sn “4 ees h Oct. 29 at Duke 
NS 5 tthe te Nov. 10 at Georgia Tech 
Now % pes Nov. 17 North Carolina 
poieb Net St | i peer dk 
resp Peg date WAKE FOREST (3-9, 1-11 
College Park, MD Winston-Salem, NC 
Sept. 5 Miami , ah 
ats Sept. 3  atSyracuse 
Sept. 17 West Virginia 
Sept. 24 Temple Sept. 10 NC State 
Sept. 17 Gardner-Webb 
Oct. 1 Towson 0 1 x6 Coll 
Oct. 8 at Georgia Tech ct at Boston College 
Oct. 8 Florida State 
Oct. 15 Clemson sachs 
Oct. 22 atFlorida State Oct. 15 Virginia Tech 
Oct. 29 Boston College “4 . eae : 
Nov. 5 Virginia soe . areas 
Nov. 12 #Notre Dame Nov. 5 Notre Dame 
Nov. 19 at Wake Forest Nov. 12 atClemson 
Nov. 26 atNC State Nov. 19 Maryland 
WLandover, MD Nov. 26 Vanderbilt 
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MIAMI (7-6, 5-3) 
Coral Gables, FL 


NORTH CAROLINA (8-5, 4-4) 


at Maryland 

Ohio State 
Kansas State 
Bethune-Cookman 
at Virginia Tech 
at North Carolina 
Georgia Tech 
Virginia 

Duke 

at Florida State 
at South Florida 
Boston College 


Chapel Hill, NC 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


Nov. 17 
Nov. 26 


James Madison 
Rutgers 
Virginia 

at Georgia Tech 
at East Carolina 
Louisville 
Miami 

at Clemson 
Wake Forest 

at NC State 

at Virginia Tech 
Duke 


NC STATE (9-4, 5-3) 
Raleigh, NC 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 22 
Oct. 1 


Liberty 

at Wake Forest 
South Alabama 
at Cincinnati 
Georgia Tech 
Central Michigan 
at Virginia 

at Florida State 
North Carolina 
at Boston College 
Clemson 
Maryland 


VIRGINIA (4-8, 1-7] 
Charlottesville, VA 


Austin Peay 

at Tennessee 
Akron 

NC State 

at Miami (OH) 
#Louisville 

at South Florida 
at Pittsburgh 
#West Virginia 
at Rutgers 

at Syracuse 
Connecticut 
Paul Brown Stadium 
CONNECTICUT (8-5, 5-2) 
Storrs, CT 

Fordham 

at Vanderbilt 
lowa State 

at Buffalo 
Western Michigan 
at West Virginia 
South Florida 
at Pittsburgh 
Syracuse 
Louisville 
Rutgers 

at Cincinnati 


LOUISVILLE (7-6, 3-4) 
Louisville, KY 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 9 FIU 
Sept. 17 at Kentucky 

1 Marshall 
at North Carolina 
#at Cincinnati 
Rutgers 
Syracuse 
at West Virginia 
Pittsburgh 
at Connecticut 
at South Florida 
4 Pauk Brown Stadium 
PITTSBURGH (8-5, 5-2) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Sept. 3 Buffalo 
Sept. 10 Maine 
Sept. 17 atlowa 
Sept. 24 Notre Dame 
Sept. 29 South Florida 
Oct. 8 atRutgers 
Oct. 15 Utah 
Oct. 26 Connecticut 
Nov. 5 Cincinnati 
Nov. 12 at Louisville 
Nov. 25 at West Virginia 
Dec. 3 Syracuse 
RUTGERS (4-8, 1-6) 
New Brunswick, NJ 
Sept. 1 North Carolina Central 
Sept. 10 at North Carolina 
Sept. 24 Ohio 
Oct. 1 atSyracuse 
Oct. 8 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 15 Nav 
Oct. 21 atLouisville 
Oct. 29 West Virginia 
Nov. 5 South Florida 
Nov. 12 #Army 
Nov. 19 Cincinnati 
Nov, 26 atConnecticut 

#Bronx, NY 

SOUTH FLORIDA (8-5, 3-4) 
Tampa, FL 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 


Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


at Notre Dame 
Ball State 
Florida A&M 
UTEP 

at Pittsburgh 
at Connecticut 
Cincinnati 

at Rutgers 

at Syracuse 
Miami [Fla.} 
Louisville 
West Virginia 


SYRACUSE (8-5, 4-3] 
Syracuse, NY 


WESTVIRGINIA[9-6,5-2) 


Wake Forest 
Rhode Island 
at USC 
Toledo 
Rutgers 

at Tulane 
West Virginia 
at Louisville 
at Connecticut 
South Florida 
Cincinnati 

at Pittsburgh 


Morgantown, WV 


Sept. 


Marshall 
Norfolk State 
at Maryland 
LSU 

Bowling Green 
Connecticut 

at Syracuse 

at Rutgers 
Louisville 

#at Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 

at South Florida 


#Paut Brown Stadium 


ILLINOIS (7-6, 4-4) 
Charnpaign, IL 


Nov. 


Arkansas State 
South Dakota State 
Arizona State 
Western Michigan 
Northwestern 

at Indiana 

Ohio State 

at Purdue 

at Penn State 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

at Minnesota 


INDIANA (5-7, 1-7) 


Bloomington, IN 


Sept. 
Sept. 


3 
10 


as | 
- 26 


1 
8 
15 
22 
29 
5 
19 
26 


#Ball State 
Virginia 

South Carolina State 
at North Texas 
Penn State 
Illinois 

at Wisconsin 

at lowa 
Northwestern 

at Ohio State 

at Michigan State 
Purdue 


Findsanupals, IN 


IOWA (8-5, 4-4) 
Jowa City, IA 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


3 
10 
7 
26 

8 
15 
22 
29 

5 
12 
19 
26 


Tennessee Tech 
at lowa State 
Pittsburgh 

UL Monroe 

at Penn State 
Northwestern 
Indiana 

at Minnesota 
Michigan 
Michigan State 
at Purdue 

at Nebraska 


MICHIGAN (7-6, 3-5) 
Ann Arbor, MI 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


3 
10 
7 


. 26 


1 


Western Michigan 
Notre Dame 
Eastern Michigan 
San Diego State 
Minnesota 

at Northwestern 
at Michigan State 
Purdue 

at lowa 

at Illinois 
Nebraska 

Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE (11-2, 7-1] 


East Lansing, MI 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


3 


Youngstown State 
Florida Atlantic 
at Notre Dame 
Central Michigan 
at Ohio State 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

at Nebraska 
Minnesota 

at lowa 

Indiana 

at Northwestern 


MINNESOTA (3-9, 2-6) 
Minneapolis, MN 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


NEBRASKA (10-4, 6-2 Big 12) 


3 
10 
17 


22 
29 

5 
12 
19 
26 


at USC 

New Mexico State 
Miami [OH) 

North Dakota State 
at Michigan 

at Purdue 


at Michigan State 
Wisconsin 

at Northwestern 
Illinois 


Lincotn, NE 


NORTHWESTERN (7-6, 3-5] 


3 


Chattanooga 
Fresno State 
Washington 
at Wyoming 
at Wisconsin 
Ohio State 

at Minnesota 
Michigan State 
Northwestern 
at Penn State 
at Michigan 
lowa 


Evanston, IL 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


OHIO STATE (12-1, 7-1] 


3 
10 
7 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 

5 


- 12 


19 
26 


at Boston College 
Eastern Illinois 
at Army 

at Illinois 
Michigan 

at lowa 

Penn State 

at Indiana 

at Nebraska 
Rice 
Minnesota 
Michigan State 


Columbus, OH 


3 


Akron 
Toledo 

at Miami 
Colorado 
Michigan State 
at Nebraska 
at Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Indiana 

at Purdue 
Penn State 
at Michigan 


PENN STATE (7-6, 4-4) 
University Park, PA 


Sept. 
Sept. 


3 
10 


ah if 
. 26 


1 
8 
15 


Indiana State 
Alabama 

at Temple 
Eastern Michigan 
at Indiana 

lowa 

Purdue 

at Northwestern 
Minois 
Nebraska 

at Ohio State 

at Wisconsin 


PURDUE (4-8, 2-6) 

West Lafayette, IN 

Middle Tennessee 
at Rice 
Missouri State 
Notre Dame 
Minnesota 

at Penn State 
Illinois 

at Michigan 

at Wisconsin 
Nov. 12 Ohio State 
Nov. 19 lowa 
Nov. 26 at Indiana 


WISCONSIN (11-2, 7-1) 
Madison, WI 

UNLY 

Oregon State 
#Northern Illinois 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Indiana 

at Michigan State 
at Ohio State 
Purdue 

at Minnesota 

at Illinois 


Penn State 
Chicago, IL 


BAYLOR (7-6, 4-4) 
Waco, TX 
Sept. 2 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


TCU 

Stephen F. Austin 
Rice 

at Kansas State 
lowa State 

at Texas A&M 

at Oklahoma State 
Missouri 

at Kansas 
Oklahoma 

#Texas Tech 
Texas 

Hartington, 

IOWA STATE [5-7, 3-5) 

Ames, 1A 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 16 
Oct. 1 


Northern lowa 
lowa 

at Connecticut 
Texas 

at Baylor 

at Missouri 
Texas A&M 

at Texas Tech 
Kansas 

at Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
at Kansas State 


KANSAS (3-9, 1-7] 
Lawrence, KS 

Sept. 3 McNeese State 
Sept. 10 Northern Illinois 
Sept. 17 at Georgia Tech 
Oct. 1 Texas Tech 

Oct. 8 at Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
at Texas 

at lowa State 
Baylor 

at Texas A&M 
#Missouri 
#Kansas City, MO 


KANSAS STATE (7-6, 3-5] 


Manhattan, KS 

Sept. 3 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept. 17 Kent State 

Sept. 24 at Miami [Fla.} 
Oct. 1 Baylor 

Oct. 8 Missouri 

Oct. 15 at Texas Tech 
Oct. 22 at Kansas 

Oct. 29 Oklahoma 

Nov. 5 at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 12 Texas A&M 

Nov. 19 at Texas 

Nov. 26 lowa State 


J Terrific 4 
ONE OF THE NATION'S LARGEST SELECTIONS Gift Ideas 
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COLLECTIBLES 


“GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC FROM THE TRUSTED NAME IN SPORTS SINCE 1967.” 


PN ss 


= 
x = 


FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. USING 
DISCOUNT CODE FOR ALL ONLINE ORDERS ONLY. 


~~ aX » Pe P § Set 2 Fx 
Terry Bradshaw Brett Favre Mark Ingram Cam Newton Magic Johnson Peyton Manning Joe Montana Jerry Rice 
FAX (615-255-8656) e E-MAIL: collectibles@athlonsports.com ¢ 2940 Kraft Drive « Nashville, TN 37204 ¢ Hours Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am 6 pm CST 


All autographed items come with Certificate of Authenticity and a 10-day, money-back guarantee. Mail/Phone order shipping & handling $9.95 (photos), $11.95 (baseballs & minis) $13.95 (most other items), 
plus $2.00 for each same item. Same-day shipping on money orders. TN, GA & NY residents please add sales tax. Prices subject to change. Please confirm all items prior to mailing check & drivers license 
number must be included. 


MISSOURI (10-3, 6-2) 
Columbia, MO 

Miami (OH) 

at Arizona State 
Western Illinois 
at Oklahoma 

at Kansas State 
lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas A&M 
at Baylor 

Texas 

Texas Tech 
#Kansas 
Kansas City, MO 
OKLAHOMA (12-2, 6-2) 
Norman, OK 

Tulsa 

at Florida State 
Missouri 

Ball State 
#Texas 

at Kansas 
Texas Tech 

at Kansas State 
Texas A&M 
lowa State 

at Baylor 

at Oklahoma State 
#Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE (11-2, 6-2] 
Stillwater, OK 

Sept. 3 UL Lafayette 
Arizona 

at Tulsa 

at Texas A&M 
8 Kansas 

at Texas 

at Missouri 
Oct, 29 Baylor 
Kansas State 
at Texas Tech 
at lowa State 
Oklahoma 
TEXAS (5-7, 2-6) 

Austin, TX 

Rice 

BYU 

at UCLA 

at lowa State 
#Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 
Texas Tech 

at Missouri 
Kansas State 
at Texas A&M 
at Baylor 
HOallas, 1% 
TEXAS A&M (9-4, 6-2) 
College Station, TX 

Sept. 4 SMU 

Idaho 
Oklahoma State 
#Arkansas 

at Texas Tech 


r 
at lowa State 
Missouri 

at Oklahoma 

at Kansas State 
Kansas 

Texas 

Rarlingion, 1% 
TEXAS TECH (8-5, 3-5) 
Lubbock, TX 

Texas State 

at New Mexico 
Nevada 

at Kansas 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 

at Oklahoma 
lowa State 

at Texas 
Oklahoma State 
at Missouri 
HBaylor 
AAstingion, TX 
EAST CAROLINA (6-7, 5-3) 
Greenwille, NC 

#South Carolina 
Virginia Tech 
UAB 


North Carolina 
at Houston 

at Memphis 

at Navy 
Tulane 
Southern Miss 


Houston, TX 

UCLA 

at North Texas 
at Louisiana Tech 
Georgia State 
at UTEP 

East Carolina 
Marshall 

Rice 

at UAB 

at Tulane 


MARSHALL (5-7, 4-4) 


. 4 at West Virginia 
Sept. 10 Southern Miss 
Sept. 17 at Ohio 

Sept. 24 Virginia Tech 


at Memphis 
East Carolina 


MEMPHIS (1-11, 0-8) 


Memphis, TN 

Mississippi State 
at Arkansas State 
Austin Peay 

SMU 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Rice 

East Carolina 

at Tulane 

at UCF 

UAB 

Marshall 

at Southern Miss 


RICE (4-8, 3-5) 
Houston, TX 

Sept. 3 at Texas 

Sept. 10 Purdue 

Sept. 24 at Baylor 

Oct. 1 atSouthern Miss 
Oct. 8 Memphis 

Oct. 15 at Marshall 
Oct. 22 Tulsa 

Oct. 27 at Houston 

5 UTEP 

12 at Northwestern 
19 Tulane 

26 atSMU 


SMU (7-7, 6-2] 

Datlas, TX 

Sept. 4 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 10 UTEP 

Sept. 17 Northwestern State 
Sept. 24 at Memphis 
Sept. 30 at TCU 

Oct. 15 UCF 

Oct. 22 at Southern Miss 
Oct. 29 atTulsa 

Nov. 5 Tulane 

Nov. 12 Nav 

Nov. 19 at Houston 
Nov. 26 Rice 


SOUTHERN MISS (8-5, 5-3) 


Hattiesburg, MS 

Sept. 3 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 10 at Marshall 
Sept. 17 SE Louisiana 
at Virginia 
Rice 

at Navy 

SMU 

at UTEP 

at East Carolina 


TULANE (4-8, 2-6) 
New Orleans, LA 
Sept. 3 SE Louisiana 
Sept, 10 Tulsa 
Sept. 17 at UAB 
Sept. 24 at Duke 

1 atArmy 
Syracuse 
UTEP 
Memphis 
at East Carolina 
at SMU 
Houston 
at Rice 
at Hawaii 


ATHLON SPORTS 


at Oklahoma 
at Tulane 
Oklahoma State 
at Boise State 
North Texas 
UAB 

at Rice 
SMU. 

at UCF 
Marshall 

at UTEP 

Nov. 26 Houston 


UAB (4-8, 3-5] 
Birmingham, AL 

Sept. 10 at Florida 
Sept. 17 Tulane 

Sept. 24 at East Carolina 
Oct. 1 at Troy 

Oct. 8 Mississippi State 
Oct. 15 atTulsa 

Oct. 22 UCF 

Oct. 29 atMarshall 
Nov. 5 Houston 

Nov. 12 atMemphis 
Nov. 17 Southern Miss 
Nov. 26 at Florida Atlantic 


UCF (11-3, 7-1] 

Orlando, FL 

Charleston Southern 
Boston College 
at FIU 

at BYU 

Marshall 

at SMU 

at UAB 

Memphis 

Tulsa 

at Southern Miss 
at East Carolina 
UTEP 


Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 
Nov. 25 


El Paso, TX 

Stony Brook 

at SMU 

at New Mexico State 
at South Florida 
Houston 

at Tulane 
Colorado State 
Southern Miss 
at Rice 

East Carolina 
Tulsa 

at UCF 


AKRON (1-11, 1-7) 

Akron, OH 

Sept. 3 at Ohio State 

Sept. 10 Temple 

Sept. 17 at Cincinnati 

Sept. 24 VMI 

Oct. 1 at Eastern Michigan 
FIU 


Ohio 

Central Michigan 

at Miami [OH] 

Kent State 

at Buffalo 

at Western Michigan 


BALL STATE (4-8, 3-5) 
Muncie, IN 
Sept. 3  #indiana 

at South Florida 


Buffalo 


Army 
at Oklahoma 
Temple 

at Ohio 

Central Michigan 

at Western Michigan 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

H indianapots, IN 
BOWLING GREEN (2-10, 1-7) 
Bowling Green, OH 

at Idaho 

Morgan State 


Wyoming 

at Miami (OH) 

at West Virginia 

at Western Michigan 
Toledo 


Temple 

at Kent State 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 

at Buffalo 


| BUFFALO (2-10, 1-7) 


Buffalo, NY 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 


at Pittsburgh 
Stony Brook 
at Ball State 


at Temple 

Oct. 22 Northern illinois 
Oct. 29 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 12 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 19 Akron 

Nov. 25 Bowling Green 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN (3-9, 2-6) 


Mt Pleasant, MI 

South Carolina State 
at Kentucky 

at Western Michigan 
at Michigan State 
Northern Illinois 

at NC State 

Eastern Michigan 

at Ball State 

at Akron 

at Kent State 

Ohio 

Toledo 


Nov. 10 
Nov. 18 


EASTERN MICHIGAN (2-10, 2-6) 


Ypsilanti, MI 

Howard 

Alabama State 

at Michigan 

at Penn State 
Akron 

at Toledo 

at Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Ball State 

Buffalo 

at Kent State 


Nov. 25 at Northern Illinois 


KENTSTATE(5-7,4-4) 


Kent, OH 

at Alabama 

UL Lafayette 

at Kansas State 
South Alabama 
at Ohio 

at Northern Illinois 
Miami [OH) 
Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 
at Akron 

Eastern Michigan 
at Temple 


MIAMI (OH) (10-4, 7-1) 


Oxford, OH 

3 at Missouri 

at Minnesota 
Bowling Green 
Cincinnati 


Army 

at Kent State 

at Toledo 

Buffalo 

Akron 

at Temple 
Western Michigan 
at Ohio 


Nov. 16 
Nov. 22 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS (11-3, 8-0) 


Dekalb, IL 


at Central Michigan 
Kent State 
Western Michigan 
at Buffalo 

at Toledo 

at Bowling Green 
Ball State 
Eastern Michigan 
@0hrcage, 

OHIO (8-5, 6-2) 

Athens, OH 


Nov. 15 
Nov, 25 


at New Mexico State 
Gardner-Webb 
Marshall 

at Rutgers 

Kent State 

at Buffalo 

Ball State 

at Akron 

Temple 

at Central Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
Miami (OH) 


TEMPLE (8-4, 5-3) 
Philadelphia, PA 

Sept. 1 Villanova 
Sept. 10 atAkron 
Sept. 17 Penn State 
Sept. 24 at Maryland 
Oct. 1 Toledo 
Oct. 8 atBall State 
Oct. 15 Buffalo 
Oct. 22 at Bowling Green 
Nov. 2 atOhio 
Nov. 9 Miami [OHI 
Nov. 19 Army 

Nov. 25 Kent State 


TOLEDO (8-5, 7-1) 

Toledo, OH 

New Hampshire 
at Ohio State 
Boise State 

at Syracuse 

1 at Temple 
Eastern Michigan 
at Bowling Green 
Miami (OH) 
Northern Illinois 
Western Michigan 
at Central Michigan 
at Ball State 


Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


WESTERN MICHIGAN (6-6, 5-3) 


Kalamazoo, MI 

Sept. 3 atMichigan 
Nicholls State 
Central Michigan 
at Illinois 

at Connecticut 
Bowling Green 

at Northern Illinois 
at Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 

at Toledo 

at Miami (OH) 
Akron 


AIR FORCE (9-4, 5-3) 


Colorado Springs, CO 

South Dakota 
TCU 

Tennessee State 
at Navy 

at Notre Dame 
San Diego State 
at Boise State 

at New Mexico 


Army 

Wyoming 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 


ise, ID 

3 Hat Georgia 

at Toledo 
Tulsa 

Nevada 

at Fresno State 


at San Diego State 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 
wAuanta, GA 


COLORADO STATE (3-9, 2-6) 


Fort Collins, CO 

at New Mexico 
Northern Colorado 
#Colorado 

at Utah State 
San Jose State 
Boise State 

at UTEP 

at UNLV 

San Diego State 
at TCU 

Air Force 
Wyoming 


‘Derwer, CO 


NEW MEXICO (1-11, 1-7) 


Albuquerque, NM 

Sept. 3 Colorado State 
#at Arkansas 
Texas Tech 

Sam Houston State 
New Mexico State 
Oct. 15 atNevada 

at TCU 

Air Force 

at San Diego State 
UNLV 

at Wyoming 

at Boise State 
#Litle Rock, AR 


Cal Poly 

at Army 
Washington State 
at Michigan 

TCU 

at Air Force 


ing 
New Mexico 
at Colorado State 
Boise State 
Nov. 26 at UNLV 
Dec. 3 Fresno State 
TCU (13-0, 8-0) 
Fort Worth, TX 
at Baylor 
at Air Force 
UL Monroe 
Portland State 
SMU 
at San Diego State 
New Mexico 
Oct. 28 #BYU 
at Wyoming 
at Boise State 
Colorado State 
UNLV 
FArlington, TX 


UNLV (2-11, 2-6) 


Nov. 12 
Nov, 19 
Dec. 3 


. 10 at Washington State 
. 17 Hawaii 

. 24 Southern Utah 
8 at Nevada 

at Wyoming 

29 Colorado State 
5 Boise State 

12 at New Mexico 
19 at Air Force 
26 San Diego State 
3 at TCU 


| WYOMING (3-9, 1-7) 


Laramie, WY 

Weber State 
Texas State 

at Bowling Green 
Nebraska 

at Utah State 
UNLV 

at San Diego State 
TCU 


at Air Force 

New Mexico 

at Boise State 

at Colorado State 


ARIZONA (7-6, 4-5) 
Tucson, AZ 
Northern Arizona 
at Oklahoma State 
Stanford 

Oregon 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
UCLA 

at Washington 
Utah 


at Colorado 
at Arizona State 
Nov. 26 UL Lafayette 


ARIZONA STATE (6-6, 4-5) 


UC Davis 
Missouri 

at Illinois 
usc 

Oregon State 
at Utah 

at Oregon 
Colorado 

at UCLA 

at Washington State 
Arizona 
California 


Berkeley, CA* 
Fresno State 

at Colorado 
Presbyterian 

at Washington 

at Oregon 

USC 

Utah 

at UCLA 
Washington State 
Oregon State 

at Stanford 

at Arizona State 
“All homes games at AT&T Park 


COLORADO (5-7, 2-6 Big 12) 


Boulder, CO 

Sept. 3 atHawaii 
California 
#Colorado State 
at Ohio State 
Washington State 
at Stanford 

at Washington 
Oregon 

at Arizona State 
USC 


Arizona 
at UCLA 
at Utah 
#Derwer. CO 


OREGON (12-1, 9-0) 


#LSU 

Nevada 
Missouri State 
at Arizona 
California 
Arizona State 
at Colorado 
Washington State 
at Washington 
at Stanford 
USC 


Oregon State 
Arlington, TX 


OREGON STATE (5-7, 4-5) 


Corvallis, OR 

Sacramento State 
at Wisconsin 
UCLA 

at Arizona State 
Arizona 

BYU 

#at Washington State 
at Utah 

Stanford 
California 
Washington 

at Oregon 

Seattle, WA 


STANFORD [12-1, 8-1) 


Stanford, CA 
San Jose State 
at Duke 


Colorado 

at Washington State 
Washington 

at USC 

at Oregon State 
Oregon 

California 

Notre Dame 


UCLA (4-8, 2-7] 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 3  atHouston 

San Jose State 
Texas 

at Oregon State 
at Stanford 
Washington State 
at Arizona 
California 
Arizona State 
at Utah 
Colorado 

at USC 


USC [8-5, 5-4) 

Los Angeles, CA 

Sept. 3 Minnesota 
Utah 

Syracuse 

at Arizona State 
Arizona 

at California 
at Notre Dame 
Stanford 

at Colorado 
Washington 

at Oregon 
UCLA 


UTAH (10-3, 7-1 MWC) 


Salt Lake City, UT 
Montana State 
at USC 

at BYU 
Washington 
Arizona State 
at Pittsburgh 
at California 
Oregon State 
at Arizona 
UCLA 

at Washington State 
Colorado 


WASHINGTON (7-6, 5-4) 


Seattle, WA 

Eastern Washington 
Hawaii 

at Nebraska 
California 

at Utah 

Colorado 

at Stanford 

Arizona 


Oregon 
at USC 
at Oregon State 


#Washington State 
mOwest Field 


WASHINGTON STATE (2-10, 1-8) 


Pullman, WA 

Sept. 3 Idaho State 
UNLV 

at San Diego State 
at Colorado 

at UCLA 
Stanford 
#Oregon State 
at Oregon 

at California 
Arizona State 


| Nov. 19 Utah 


flat Washington 
#Owest Field 

SEC 

ALABAMA (10-3, 5-3) 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

Sept. 3 Kent State 
Sept. 10 at Penn State 
Sept. 17 North Texas 
Sept. 24 Arkansas 

Oct. 1 atFlorida 

Oct. 8 Vanderbilt 

Oct. 15 atOle Miss 
Oct. 22 Tennessee 

LSU 

at Mississippi State 
Georgia Southern 
at Auburn 


ARKANSAS (10-3, 6-2) 


Fayetteville, AR 
Missouri State 
#New Mexico 


Auburn 

at Ole Miss 

at Vanderbilt 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 
#Mississippi State 

at LSU 

Mlle Rock, AR SAtingion, TK 
AUBURN (14-0, 8-0) 


| Auburn, AL 


Utah State 
Mississippi State 
at Clemson 
Florida Atlantic 
at South Carolina 
at Arkansas 
Florida 

at LSU 

Ole Miss 

at Georgia 
Samford 
Alabama 
FLORIDA (8-5, 4-4) 
Gainesville, FL 

Sept. 3 Florida Atlantic 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 


| Sept. 10 UAB 


Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 


Tennessee 

at Kentucky 
Alabama 

at LSU 

at Auburn 
#Georgia 
Vanderbilt 

at South Carolina 
Furman 

Florida State 
acksonville. FL 
GEORGIA (6-7, 3-5] 

Athens, GA 

#Boise State 
South Carolina 
Coastal Carolina 
at Ole Miss 
Mississippi State 
at Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 
SoFlorida 

New Mexico State 
Auburn 
Kentucky 

at Georgia Tech 
Atiarts, GA lacksonalle, FL 


| MISSISSIPPI STATE (9-4, 4-4) 


KENTUCKY (6-7, 2-6) 


Lexington, KY 

Sept. 3  #Western Kentucky 
Sept. 10 Central Michigan 
Sept. 17 Louisville 

Sept. 24 Florida 

1 atLSU 

at South Carolina 
Jacksonville State 
Mississippi State 
Ole Miss 

at Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
Tennessee 
fNashyilie, TN 

LSU (11-2, 6-2) 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Sept. 3 #0regon 
Northwestern State 
at Mississippi State 
at West Virginia 
Kentucky 

Florida 

at Tennessee 
Auburn 

at Alabama 
Western Kentucky 
at Ole Miss 
Arkansas 
Arlington, TK 


Starkville, MS 

Sept. 1  atMemphis 

at Auburn 

LSU 

Louisiana Tech 
at Georgia 

at UAB 

South Carolina 
at Kentucky 
Tennessee-Martin 
Alabama 

fat Arkansas 
Ole Miss 

Mute Rock, AR 


OLE MISS [4-8, 1-7] 


BYU 

Southern Illinois 
at Vanderbilt 
Georgia 

at Fresno State 
Alabama 
Arkansas 

at Auburn 

at Kentucky 
Louisiana Tech 
LSU 

at Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA [9-5, 5-3) 


Columbia, SC 

Sept. 3  #East Carolina 
at Georgia 
Sept. 17. Navy 
Vanderbilt 
Auburn 

Kentucky 

at Mississippi State 
at Tennessee 

at Arkansas 
Florida 

The Citadel 


Clemson 
WChartette, NC 


Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


TENNESSEE (6-7, 3-5) 


Knoxville, TN 

Montana 
Cincinnati 

at Florida 
Buffalo 
Georgia 

LSU 

at Alabama 
South Carolina 
Middle Tennessee 
at Arkansas 
Vanderbilt 

at Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (2-10, 1-7] 


Nashwille, TN 

Sept. 3 Elon 

Sept. 10 Connecticut 
Sept. 17 Ole Miss 

at South Carolina 
at Alabama 
Georgia 

Oct. 22 Army 
Arkansas 

at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 
at Wake Forest 


SUN 


ARKANSAS STATE (4-8, 4-4) 


Jonesboro, AR 

Sept. 3. atlllinois 

Sept. 10 Memphis 

Sept. 17 at Virginia Tech 
Sept. 24 Central Arkansas 
at Western Kentucky 
at UL Monroe 

FIU 


North Texas 

at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at Middle Tennessee 
Troy 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC (4-8, 3-5) 


Boca Raton, FL 

at Florida 

at Michigan State 

at Auburn 

at UL Lafayette 

at North Texas 
Western Kentucky 
Middle Tennessee _ 
Arkansas State 

at FIU 


Miami, FL 

North Texas 

at Louisville 

UCF 

UL Lafayette 
Duke 

at Akron 

at Arkansas State 


roy 
at Western Kentucky 
Florida Atlantic 
at UL Monroe 
at Middle Tennessee 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE (6-7, 5-3) 


Murireesboro, TN 

Sept. 3 at Purdue 
Georgia Tech 

at Troy 

Memphis 
Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at Tennessee 

at UL Monroe 
Arkansas State 
Nov, 26 FIU 

Dec. 3 atNorth Texas 


NORTH TEXAS (3-9, 3-5) 


Denton, TX 
Sept. 1 atFIU 

Houston 

at Alabama 
Indiana 

at Tulsa 

Florida Atlantic 

at UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 

at Arkansas State 
at Troy 

Western Kentucky 
Middle Tennessee 


TROY (8-5, 6-2) 


at Clemson 

at Arkansas 
Middle Tennessee 
UAB 

at UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 

at FIU 

at Navy 

North Texas 
Florida Atlantic 
at Western Kentucky 
at Arkansas State 


UL LAFAYETTE (3-9, 3-5] 


Lafayette, LA 

Sept. 3 at Oklahoma State 
at Kent State 
Nicholls State 

at FIU 

Florida Atlantic 

Oct. 8 Troy 

North Texas 

at Western Kentucky 
at Middle Tennessee 
UL Monroe 

at Arkansas State 
at Arizona 


| Sept. 17 


Monroe, LA 


at Florida State 
Grambling 

at TCU 

at lowa 

Arkansas State 

at Troy 

22 at North Texas 
Western Kentucky 
at UL Lafayette 
Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 19 FIU 

at Florida Atlantic 


WESTERN KENTUCKY (2-10, 2-6) 


eg Green, KY 

Sept. #Kentucky 

Sept. ‘0 Navy 

Sept. 17 Indiana State 

Oct, 1 Arkansas State 

4 at Middle Tennessee 
at Florida Atlantic 
UL Lafayette 

at UL Monroe 

Nov. 5 FIU 

atLSU 

at North Texas 
Nov. 26 Troy 
ANastoille, TN 


Fresno, CA 


at California 

at Nebraska 
North Dakota 

at Idaho 

Ole Miss 

Boise State 

Utah State 

at Nevada 
Louisiana Tech 

at New Mexico State 
at Hawaii 

Nov, 26 San Jose State 
Dec. 3  atSan Diego State 


HAWAII (10-4, 7-1) 
Honolulu, HI 

Colorado 

at Washington 

at UNLV 

UC Davis 

at Louisiana Tech 
at San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
at Idaho 

Utah State 

at Nevada 

Fresno State 
Tulane 


IDAHO (6-7, 3-5) 

Moscow, ID 

Bowling Green 
North Dakota 

at Texas A&M 
Fresno State 

at Virginia 
Louisiana Tech 
at New Mexico State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
at BYU 

Utah State 

at Nevada 


LOUISIANA TECH (5-7, 4-4) 


Ruston, LA 

at Southern Miss 
Central Arkansas 
Houston 

at Mississippi State 
1 Hawaii 

at Idaho 

at Utah State 

San Jose State 

at Fresno State 

at Ole Miss 

at Nevada 

New Mexico State 


Reno, NV 

at Oregon 

at San Jose State 
at Texas Tech 

at Boise State 
UNLV 

New Mexico 
Fresno State 

at New Mexico State 
Hawaii 

Louisiana Tech 
at Utah State 
Idaho 


eae 


NEW MEXICO STATE (2-10, 1-7] 
Las Cruces, NM 

Ohio 

at Minnesota 

UTEP 


at San Jose State 
at New Mexico 
Oct. 15 Idaho 

at Hawaii 

Nevada 

at Georgia 
Fresno State 

at BYU 

at Louisiana Tech 
Utah State 


SAN JOSE STATE (1-12, 0-8) 
San Jose, CA 

at Stanford 

at UCLA 

Nevada 

New Mexico State 
at Colorado State 
at BYU 

Hawaii 

at Louisiana Tech 
Idaho 

at Utah State 
Nov. 19 Navy 

at Fresno State 
UTAH age (4-8, 2-6) 

Logan, U 

at Auburn 

Weber State 
Colorado State 

at BYU 

Wyoming 

at Fresno State 
Louisiana Tech 

at Hawaii 

San Jose State 

at Idaho 

Nevada 

at New Mexico State 


ARMY (7-6) 
West Point, NY 


at Northern Illinois 
San Diego State 
Northwestern 

at Ball State 
Tulane 

at Miami [OH) 

at Vanderbilt 


Sept. 3 


Bron, NY Landover, 
BYU (7-6, 5-3 MWC} 

Provo, UT 

at Ole Miss 

at Texas 


Utah State 
San Jose State 
at Oregon State 
Idaho State 


New Mexico State 
at Hawaii 

Adlington, TX 

NAVY (9-4) 

Annapolis, MD. 

Delaware 

at Western Kentucky 
at South Carolina 
Air Force 
Southern Miss 

at Rutgers 

East Carolina 

at Notre Dame 


roy 

at SMU 

at San Jose State 
#Army 
Landover, MD 
NOTRE DAME (8-5) 

South Bend, IN 

Sept. 3 South Florida 
Sept. 10 at Michigan 
Sept. 17 Michigan State 
Sept. 24 Pittsburgh 

at Purdue 

Air Force 

usc 

Oct. 29 Naw 

at Wake Forest 
#Maryland 
Boston College 
at Stanford 
dLandever, MD 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 83 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


nowflakes fell in the Sun Bowl, where drama had been absent throughout most of 
Notre Dame's 33-17 victory over Miami. The Irish were never seriously threatened 
en route to their fourth straight victory, capping the longest winning streak to end 
a season at Notre Dame since 1992. 

Coach Brian Kelly used the postgame press conference to comment on the offseason 
strength and conditioning program. “Anytime you're developing a program to a champi- 
onship level, it’s a process,” Kelly said. “We have more things that we have to get done, es- 
pecially now that we're going to have our players for a full year of weight training and 
conditioning. You're going to see a big jump from our football team relative to their work 
volume and what they're able to do for us. I think you'll see a huge difference in Year 2.” 

Year 2 is upon us, and most of the key players on both sides of the football, as well as 
within the deadly kicking game, are back. If Kelly can find the right formula at quarter- 
back, get suspended Michael Floyd back in the mix at receiver, and keep promising run- 
ning back Cierre Wood healthy, the Irish would appear to have enough on defense and 
special teams to make a run at a BCS bid. 


2011 PROJECTION: 10-2 ‘ey 


After winning its final four games last season, Notre Dame is poised for big things in 2011. The 
Irish return 16 starters and should be better on both sides of the ball. Quarterback Dayne Crist 
needs to stay healthy, but Tommy Rees is a solid backup. The defense allowed only one opponent 
in the final five games to score more than 17 points, and reinforcements from incoming freshmen 
will restock the defensive line. With a manageable schedule and one of college football’s best 
coaches, the Irish should return to a BCS game. POSTSEASON: SUGAR BOWL VS. LSU 
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QUARTERBACKS Dayne Crist is back after his second serious knee injury. But the com- 
petition has heated up with sophomore Tommy Rees — who started four games and won 
them all to conclude the 2010 season — giving Crist the greatest challenge. Andrew Hen- 
drix is a strong-armed redshirt freshman who is competing with a true freshman and true 
spread offense quarterback in Everett Golson. The two of them provide the running 
threat that Crist and Rees do not. “I don’t know that we have expectations to just run that 
kind of offense with those two guys,” says Kelly of Hendrix and Golson, who were the 
top two rushers in the annual spring Blue-Gold Game. “I’m more interested in winning 
football games. I think it’s pretty clear (Hendrix and Golson) have the ability to do both, 
and that’s pretty exciting when youre in the spread offense.” But for the time being, it'll 


likely be Crist followed by Rees. 
RUNNING BACKS A deep running back corps in 2010 was whittled down to two in 


the spring of 2011 without a top-rated prospect arriving this fall. Wood, a sophomore, 
and Jonas Gray, the potential big-back complement with just 75 carries in three years, 
represent the sum total of Notre Dame's running back experience. Former running 
back Theo Riddick, who moved to the key Z receiver position under Kelly last spring, is 
an option out of the Wildcat, or the Leprecat in Notre Dame vernacular. Freshman Cam 
McDaniel rushed for 1,906 yards as a prep senior. Wood did his best work in the last three 
games of the season when he rushed for 88 yards on 14 carries against Army (6.3-yard av- 
erage), 89 yards on 15 carries against USC (5.9), and 81 yards on 12 carries (6.8) against 
Miami in the Sun Bowl. 


RECEIVERS With Floyd, the Irish have a fairly dangerous starting group of four receivers 
in the spread — which features two wideouts, a slot receiver and a tight end in the stan- 
dard alignment. Floyd’s third alcohol-related incident, this time a DUI on campus, would 
have spelled the end of his record-setting career at the university in a more conservative time. 
But after serving a suspension during the spring and agreeing to certain stipulations before 
returning to the field, Floyd is expected to add to his 171 career receptions for 2,539 yards 
and 28 touchdowns. Riddick struggled early in his transition to the Z, but came on strong 
during a four-game span in which he caught 33 passes for 343 yards and three touch- 
downs. An ankle injury ruined the second half of Riddick’s sophomore season, but he’s 
back and more seasoned. Tyler Eifert entered the starting lineup when the nation’s most 
complete tight end, Kyle Rudolph, finally succumbed to a season-ending hamstring injury 
after six games. Eifert caught 26 passes over the final seven games. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Four of five starters return along an offensive line that showed real 
signs of cohesion down the stretch in 2010. Senior right guard Trevor Robinson has started 
27 games in his career but is still making the transition to the spread offense. Perhaps the 
most talented of the group is sophomore left tackle Zack Martin, who likely won't be around 
to use all three of his years of remaining eligibility. He’s that good and improving quickly. 
Rock-solid center Braxston Cave, a rare local product from Granger, Ind., answered the 
bell for all 13 games last season. Fifth-year senior Taylor Dever was a pleasant surprise at right 
tackle after winning a competition with Andrew Nuss, himself a fifth-year senior who is 
competing with sophomore Chris Watt for the left guard slot vacated by Chris Stewart. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 3 South Florida 
Sept. 10 at Michigan 
Sept. 17 Michigan State 
Sept. 24 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 1 at Purdue 
Oct. 8 Ait Force 

Oct. 22 USC 

Oct. 29 Navy 

Nov. 5 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 12  #Maryland 
Nov. 19 Boston College 
Nov. 26 at Stanford 


#Landover, MD 


MICHAEL FLOYD 


KEY FIGHTING IRISH 


Michael Floyd, WR Emerged as a bona fide 
star in ‘10 with 79 receptions for 1,025 
yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Manti Te’o, LB His 133 tackles were the 
most by an Irish player in 27 seasons. 
Darius Fleming, LB A 23-game starter with 
25.5 career tackles for a loss, 11.5 sacks; 
paced the Irish in both categories in 2010. 


KEY LOSSES 


Armando Allen, RB Developed into a hard- 
nosed, yards-after-contact back. 

Kyle Rudolph, TE The Irish had more than 
half a season to prepare for the changing of 
the guard, and Tyler Eifert seized it. 

lan Williams, DT Came into his own as a 
senior, patrolling the middle of the line of 
scrimmage. 
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2007 2008 2009 


Te’o, Floyd: John Grieshop 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 3 Michael Floyd (Sr.) 


87 Daniel Smith (So.) 


WR 7 Tj Jones (So.) 


81 John Goodman (Sr.) 


WR 6 Theo Riddick (jr.) 


tT 70 Zack Martin (So.) 


9 Robby Toma (jr.) 


64 Tate Nichols (Fr) 


LG 66 Chris Watt (So.) 


76 Andrew Nuss (Sr.) 


_ 57 Mike Golic jr. (jr) 


C 52 Braxston Cave (Sr.) _ 
RG 78 Trevor Robinson (St.) 


73 Lane Clelland (Jr.) 


RT 75 Taylor Dever (St.) 


74 Christian Lombard (So.) 


TE — 80 Tyler Eifert (jr.) 


83 Mike Ragone (Sr.) 


QB 10 Dayne Crist (Jr) 
RB 20 Cierre Wood (So.) 


11 Tommy Rees (S0.) 


25 Jonas Gray (St) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 90 Ethan Johnson (sr.) 
NG 9 Louis Nix Il (Fr.) 


19 Aaron Lynch (Fr) _ 
98 Sean Cwynar (Jr.) 


DE 89 Kapron Lewis-Moore (Jr.) 


96 Kona Schwenke (So.) 


OLB 45 Darius Fleming (Sr.) 


ILB 5 Manti Te’o (Jr.) 


46 Steve Filer (Sr.) 


48 Dan Fox (So.) 


ILB 44 Carlo Calabrese (So.) 


54 Anthony McDonald (jr.) 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Youd have to dip back 
to the Lou Holtz glory days to find a defensive 
front as talented and deep as this unit. Defen- 
sive ends Kapron Lewis-Moore and Ethan 
Johnson were at the forefront of Notre Dame's 
November surge in which the Irish rush defense 
went from porous to impenetrable. Juniors 
Sean Cwynar and Hafis Williams and massive 
freshman Louis Nix III must fill the nose guard 
spot vacated by lan Williams. The buzz in the 
spring centered on 6'6", 260-pound early entry 
freshman Aaron Lynch, who turned in a dom- 
inant performance in the Blue-Gold Game. 
He'll make an impact as a true freshman, as 
could 5-star defensive end prospect Stephon 
Tuitt. Sophomore Kona Schwenke wasn’t sup- 
posed to be ready as a true freshman in 2010. 
But he added weight, developed quickly, and is 
a legitimate backup to Lewis-Moore at right 


end. Lewis-Moore and Johnson have 50 starts 
and 17 combined sacks. 


LINEBACKERS If one player serves as the iden- 
tity of the Notre Dame defense, it’s junior 
Manti Te’o, whose 133 tackles in 2010 were the 
most by an Irish player since 1983. Who will 
play alongside Te’o in the middle remains a bit 
ofa mystery. Carlo Calabrese is the incumbent 
after starting eight games and finishing with 60 
tackles. But a knee injury opened the door for 
Brian Smith, who finished the season strong. Smith is gone, but Dan Fox and Anthony McDonald are 
back. The competition for the starting job next to Te’o is expected to spill into the fall. The Irish are 
experienced and deep at outside linebacker with veteran Darius Fleming and sophomore Prince Shembo 
listed as the starters. Sophomore Danny Spond will compete with Shembo for playing time. Senior 
Steve Filer joins Fleming at a pass-rushing outside linebacker position. Fleming paced the Irish in tack- 
les for a loss (11) and sacks (six) last season. 


TEAM INFORMATION DEFENSIVE BACKS Gone is experienced, heady Darrin 


Walls, but established veterans Gary Gray and Robert Blan- 

HEAD COACH: Brian Kelly ton return at cornerback after finishing third and sixth, re- 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-5 (1 year) spectively, in tackles while combining for three interceptions, 
CAREER ce ce etn et 12 passes broken up and 15 passes defensed in 2010. Notre 
Serene Doe buted Dame's cornerbacks took on a much more aggressive ap- 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Diaco 3 s as i 

; proach with the arrival of defensive coordinator Bob Diaco, 
LOCATION: South Bend, Ind. y feet ; 
STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) and their productivity shot up against the run and the pass. 
The Irish also are experienced at safety, where fifth-year sen- 
ior Harrison Smith returns following a seven-interception 
campaign. The tag team of junior Zeke Motta and senior Jamoris Slaughter, the latter of whom bat- 
ded injuries throughout the 2010 season, will join Smith. 


SPECIALISTS David Rufter converted his first 18 field goal attempts in ’10 and was named a final- 
ist for the Lou Groza Award. He leads all active college kickers in field goal percentage (23-of-24, 
.958). Freshman Kyle Brindza will compete for the punting job with junior Ben Turk, who has been 
consistent his first two years, but not in a good way. He ayeraged 38.2 yards per punt on 26 at- 
tempts in 2009 and 38.3 yards per his 68 attempts in 2010. The Irish are looking for a punt returner, 
and Kelly hints that Riddick could be the man. Receiver-turned-cornerback Bennett Jackson returned 
29 kicks for a 22.2-yard average as a freshman. 


SCOUTING THE FIGHTING IRISH 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NOTRE DAME “Who would think a Notre Dame season that included losses to Navy 
and Tulsa would be considered a success? That’s what happened after Brian Kelly rallied the troops by closing 
the regular season with three victories and then a convincing win over Miami in the Sun Bowl. Now | have 
some feally bad news for Notre Dame haters: The Irish will be even better this fall. They return nearly their en- 
tire lineup (16 starters) and it looks like wide receiver Michael Floyd will be allowed to return. ... I'm eager to 
see how the quarterback situation plays itself out. Dayne Crist returns from a knee injury after starting the first 
nine games of last season. He will battle Tommy Rees, who took over last year as a freshman leading them to a 
strong finish. Kelly was in a similar situation in his final season at Cincinnati in 2009. His backup (Zach Collaros) 
was simply unbelievable once in the lineup, but Kelly had to ease highly touted Tony Pike, who was returning 
from an injury, back into the lineup. It worked to perfection in 2009. Can Kelly do it again at Notre Dame?” 


018 _55 Prince Shembo (So.) 
(B 4 Gary Gray (Sr.) 

(B 12 Robert Blanton (Sr.) 
SS 17 Zeke Motta (Jr.) 


FS 22 Harrison Smith (St.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 97 David Ruffer (Sr) 
P 35 Ben Turk (Jr.) 


13 Danny Spond (So.) 
23 Lo Wood (S0.) = 
2 Bennett jackson (So.) 
26 Jamoris Slaughter (Sr.) 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


FLOYD UNDER SCRUTINY All eyes are on 
wide receiver Michael Floyd, and it’s not just 
because he can catch the football with the 
best in the nation. Floyd, named captain of 
the 2011 squad prior to the start of spring 
drills, was suspended indefinitely after being 
involved in a DUI in March. The University’s 
Office of Residence Life cleared Floyd to play 
in 2011, but from the sounds of it, dealing 
with Brian Kelly and his punishment would be 
every bit as stringent. 


INSTANT IMPACT Defensive end Aaron Lynch 
committed to Notre Dame, de-committed, 
chose Florida State, but eventually signed 
with the Irish. He enrolled early and made an 
instant impact in the spring, particularly in the 
Blue-Gold Game, which he dominated. Still, 
Kelly and the staff have been cautious with 
lynch as they work to get him to buy into the 
system and to take coaching. “He's a good 
football player,” said Kelly after Lynch’s seven- 
tackle performance in the spring game. 
“We've got to go slow with him. I'd like to 
tamp down the expectations. (But) I'd also 
like to give him credit for work that he did, 
too. It’s going to be a process with him. But 
he’s going to be a great addition.” 


CIERRE WOOD 


RISING STAR 


Theo Riddick started 
slowly in his transi- 
tion from running 
back to slot receiver. 
But he picked up the 
pace and finished 
with 40 receptions 
for 414 yards and 
three TDs despite 
missing four games 
with an ankle injury. 
He'll be even more 
difficult to contain with wide receiver Michael 
Floyd and tight end Tyler Eifert on the field. 


Wood: Steve Woltmann 


IND 2011 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
10 Crist, Dayne 
12 Hendrix, Andrew 
17 Mulvey, Matthew 
11 Rees, Tommy 


RUNNING BACKS 

29 Coughlin, Patrick 
25 Gray, Jonas 

31 Roberson, Cameron 
20 Wood, Cierre 


RECEIVERS 

38 Fitzpatrick, Nick 
3 Floyd, Michael 
81 Goodman, John 
T Jones, 1) 

14 Massa, Luke 

6 Riddick, Theo 

87 Smith, Daniel 

9 Toma, Robby 

1 Walker, Deion 


TIGHT ENDS 

80 Eifert, Tyler 
88 Golic, Jake 
83 Ragone, Mike 
82 Welch, Alex 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
52 Cave, Braxston 
73 Clelland, Lane 
75 Dever, Taylor 

57 Golic Jr., Mike 
74 Lombard, Christian 
71 Mahoney, Dennis 
70 Martin, Zack 

64 Nichols, Tate 

76 Nuss, Andrew 

8 Robinson, Trevor 
79 Tansey, Matt 

66 Watt, Chris 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
98 Cwynar, Sean 
93 Heggie, Bruce 


~~ 


HI/WT 

6-4/235 
62/218 
62/191 
62/210 
HT/WT 

6-0/195 
5-10/230 
6-0/218 
6-0/210 


HT/WT 
5-8/160 
63/227 
63/207 
5-11/187 
6-4/220 
5-11/198 
6-4/215 
5-9/175 
63/202 


HT/WT 
6-6/242 
6-4/235 
6-4/245 
6-4/245 


HI/WT 
6-3/303 
6-5/297 
6-5/297 
63/295 
6-5/301 
67/289 
6-4/300 
6-8/320 
65/303 
6-5/300 
6-6/250 
63/310 
HI/WT 
6-4/280 
65/270 


2011 SIGNEES 


George Atkinson Ill 
Josh Atkinson 
Kyle Brindza 
Jalen Brown 
Brad Carrico 
Ben Councell 
DaVaris Daniels 
Matthias Farley 
Everett Golson 
Jarrett Grace 
Conor Hanratty 
Eilar Hardy 


WR 
OB 
K/P 
0B 


6-2 
6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-6 
6-5 
6-2 
6-0 
6-0 
6-3 
6-4 
6-0 


190 
185 
219 
180 
285 
220 
175 
194 
170 
235 
295 
172 


cL 
Jr 
Fr 
Jr. 


So. 


cL 
St. 
Sr. 
Fr 


So. 


ca 


So. 


Sf. 
Sf. 


So. 


Ff. 
It 


So. 


I. 
I. 
cL 
Jr. 


So. 


St. 
Fr. 


cL 
St. 
fr. 
St. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Ji. 


So. 


Fr 
St. 
St. 


So. 


So. 


ck 


Jr. 
Fr. 


HOMETOWN 
Canoga Park, CA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Del Mar, CA 
Lake Forest, IL 


HOMETOWN 

Oak Lawn, IL 
Pontiac, Ml 
Newbury Park, CA 
Oxnard, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Mishawaka, IN 
St. Paul, MN 

Fort Wayne, IN 
Gainesville, GA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Manville, Nj) 
South Bend, IN 
laie, HI 
Christchurch, VA 
HOMETOWN 

Fort Wayne, IN 
West Hartford, CT 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
Cincinnati, OH 
HOMETOWN 
Granger, IN 
Owings Mills, MD 
Nevada City, CA 
West Hartford, CT 
Inverness, IL 
Baltimore, MD 
Indianapolis, IN 
Walton, KY 
Ashburn, VA 
Elkhorn, NE 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 
Glen Ellyn, IL 


HOMETOWN 


McHenry, IL 
Sorrento, FL 


Livermore, CA 
Livermore, CA 
Canton, MI 
Irving, TX 
Dublin, OH 
Asheville, NC 
Vernon Hills, IL 
Charlotte, NC 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
Cincinnati, OH 
New Canaan, CT 
Reynoldsburg, OH 


90 Johnson, Ethan 6-4/300 St. Portland, OR 
89 Lewis-Moore, Kapron 6-4/295 Jr. Weatherford, TX 
99 Newman, Brandon 6-0/303 Jr. Louisville, KY 
9 Nix tll, Louis 63/340 FF. Jacksonville, FL 
96 Schwenke, Kona 6-4/285 So. Hauula, HI 
92 Stockton, Tyler 6-0/302 So. Linwood, Nj 
94 Williams, Hatis 6-1/285 Jr. Elizabeth, Nj 
LINEBACKERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
44 Calabrese, Carlo 6-1/245 So. Verona, Nj 
46 Filer, Steve 63/235 Sr. Chicago, IL 
45 Fleming, Darius 6-2/250 St. Chicago, IL 
48 Fox, Dan 6-3/230 So. Rocky River, OH 
47 Frantz, Jonathan 62/211 Ir. Avon Lake, OH 
54 McDonald, Anthony 6-2/238 Jr. Burbank, CA 
8 Moore, Kendall 6-1/242 Fr. Raleigh, NC 
50 Oxley, Sean 62/227 jt. Avon Lake, OH 
36 Posluszny, David 6-0/235 Jt. Aliquippa, PA 
55 Shembo, Prince 6-2/250 So. Charlotte, NC 
13 Spond, Danny 6-2/242 So. Littleton, CO 
5 Te’o, Manti 62/255 J. Laie, HI 
53 Utupo, Justin 6-1/251 Fi Lakewood, CA 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
12 Blanton, Robert 6-1/196 Sr. Matthews, NC 
28 Collinsworth, Austin 6-1/200 So. Fort Thomas, KY 
4 Gray, Gary 511/195 Sr. Columbia, SC 
2 Jackson, Bennett 6-0/181 So. Hazlet, N) 
42. Lezynski, Nick 5-9/180 Sr. Newton, PA 
15 McCarthy, Dan 62/205 jr Youngstown, OH 
17 Motta, Zeke 62/215 fr. Vero Beach, FL 
32 Plaska, Andrew 511/185 fr. Zeeland, MI 
43 Romano, Joe 5-9/165 FF. River Forest, IL 
24 Salvi, Chris 510/190 Jt. Lake Forest, IL 
26 Slaughter, Jamoris 6-0/198 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 
22. Smith, Harrison 62/214 St. Knoxville, TN 
23 Wood, Lo 510/182 So. Apopka, FL 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
60 Cowart, Jordan (LS) 62/215 ff. Plantation, FL 
37 Grieco, Mike (P) 61/185 It. Glen Ellyn, IL 
50 Kavanagh, Ryan (LS) 63/200 Jr. West Chester, PA 
97 Ruffer, David (K) 61/176 Sr. Oakton, VA 
40 Tausch, Nick (K) 6-0/190 =r. Plano, 1X 
35 Turk, Ben (P) 511/196 J. Davie, FL 
Matt Hegarty OL 6-5 280 Aztec, NM 
Chase Hounshell OL 6-5 255 Kirtland, OH 
Ben Koyack TE 6-5 242 Oil City, PA 
Aaron Lynch DL 6-6 260 Cape Coral, FL 
Nick Martin OL 6-4 270 Indianapolis, IN 
Cam McDaniel RB 5-10 192 Coppell, TX 
Troy Niklas OL 67 240 Fullerton, CA 
Anthony Rabasa 1B 6-4 233 Miami, FL 
Tony Springmann DL 6-6 275 Fort Wayne, IN 
Stephon Tuitt OL 6-5 270 Monroe, GA 
Ishaq Williams 1B 6-5 242 Brooklyn, NY 


Notre Dame's class, generally ranked among the nation’s top 12, was a collection of elite talent across the board, but most es- 
pecially along the defensive front seven. Ends Stephon Tuitt and Aaron Lynch and outside linebacker Ishaq Williams highlight 
the haul up front that also includes end Troy Niklas and outside linebacker Ben Councell. The Irish also helped themselves out 
on the back end by landing defensive back Eilar Hardy. As Notre Dame's defense continues to improve and add depth, Brian 
Kelly — the spread attack mastermind — has had difficulty securing top-of-the-line offensive skill position players. The Irish failed 
to land a top-rated running back, although the receiving corps should benefit from wideouts George Atkinson III and DaVaris 
Daniels. Tight end Ben Koyack and tackle Matthew Hegarty also should be long-term solutions up front. 
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2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 8-5 
Sept. 4 Purdue W 23-12 
Sept. 11 Michigan L 24-28 
Sept. 18 at Michigan State  L 31-34 
Sept. 25 Stanford L 14-37 
Oct. 2 atBoston College W 31-13 
Oct. 9 Pittsburgh W 23-17 
Oct. 16 Western Michigan W 44-20 
Oct. 23 vs. Navy L 17-35 
Oct. 30 Tulsa L 27-28 
Nov. 13 Utah Wi 28273 
Nov. 20 “vs. Army W 27-3 
Nov. 27 at USC W 20-16 
Dec. 31 #Miami W 33-17 

SeEast Rutherford “Bronx #Sun Bow! 

2010 RANKINGS 
Offense Per Game National 
Scoring 26.3 ppg 67 
Rushing 126.6 ypg 92 
Passing 253.1 ypg 34 
Total 379.7 ypg 61 
Defense Per Game National 
Scoring 20.2 ppg 23 
Rushing 142.2 ypg 50 
Passing 215.1 ypg 54 
Total 357.2 ypg 50 
TO Margin Per Game National 
+] +0.08 51 
2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Dayne Crist 294 «174 2,033 15 7 
Tommy Rees 164 100 1,106 12 8 
RUSHING Alt YDS AVG 1D 
CierreWood 119 603 5.1 3 
Armando Allen 107 514 48 2 
Robert Hughes 68 300 44 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Michael Floyd 79 1,025 13.0 12 
Theo Riddick 40 414 104 3 
Kyle Rudolph =. 28S 328 «11.7 3 
Tyler Eifert 27-352) 13:0) (2 
TjJones 23 306 «13.303 


KICKING: David Ruffer, 18-19 FGs, 37-40 XPs, 
91 points 

TACKLES: Manti Te’o, 133; Harrison Smith, 93 
SACKS: Darius Fleming, 6; Ethan Johnson, 5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Harrison Smith, 7; 

Darrin Walls, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Michael Floyd, WR 

BULK CARRIER 

Cierre Wood, RB 

SUPER SOPH 

Tj Jones, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Theo Riddick, WR 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Dayne Crist vs. Tommy Rees 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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BiG 12 CONFERENCE 


klahoma did in 2010 what it always seems to 
do — win the Big 12 championship, a record 
seventh title in the relatively brief annals of the 


conference. And with starters returning seem- 
ingly everywhere and Nebraska gone and Texas down and 
few real road tests on the schedule, it’s easy to peg the 
Sooners as the league favorites yet again in 2011. Not that 
it’s going to be easy. Contenders are in place and the Long- 
horns can't be that bad again ... can they? Still, with 
Landry Jones at quarterback and Ryan Broyles leading a 
rising group of receivers and Travis Lewis spearheading an- 
other stout defense, the Sooners wear the favorite’s tag — 
Lil again. 

Texas A&M's breakthrough of a year ago has the Aggies 
Ss believing they're Big 12 title contenders. And for good rea- 
son. Ryan Tannehill, who grew up steadily after his per- 
manent move from receiver to starting quarterback, figures 
Led to thrive in his second season. Cyrus Gray and Christine 
Michael may be the league's best running back duo. And 
the schedule is kind, stacked with favorable home games 
outside of a trip to Norman. 

Oklahoma State maintained its contender status when 
6. Brandon Weeden and Justin Blackmon — the nation’s top 
returning pass-catch combo — came back for more. And 
there's plenty to like around those two, including the 
league's best offensive line. The defensive front needs an 
overhaul, but OSU’s overall talent and defensive depth are 
improved. 

Is Garrett Gilbert the guy for Texas? Can the junior 
quarterback elevate his play and those around him to re- 
turn the Longhorns to national prominence? That seems 
to be the lingering question. Texas will rely on several 
rookies to provide a desperately needed upgrade to the 
playmaking positions on offense. The defense, under new 
direction, must replace several standouts. 

The North and South divisions no longer exist, yet the 
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PREDICTED ORDER 
OF FINISH » 


Big 12 Overall 
G’hy) 1. oxtaHoma 9-0 12-0. 
) 2. TEXAS ASM 72 102 
3. OKLAHOMA STATE 7-2 10-2 
) 4, TEXAS 5-4 8-4 


5. MISSOURI 5-4 8-4 


) 6. TEXAS TECH 4-5 7-5 
ay{ )7. BAYLOR 3-6 6-6 
age 8. IOWA STATE 2-7 48 

=) 9. KANSAS STATE 27 4-8 
(E10. KANSAS 18 3-9 


references won't simply go away. And Missouri offers the best 
hope to break up the South stranglehold that has ruled the 
conference and still remains in place. The Tigers will have to 
do so with an unproven quarterback, but Missouri is solid at 
almost every other spot on the field. 

Texas Tech will have a new signal-caller as well. Junior 
Seth Doege is the favorite to take over for Tommy Tu- 
berville’s squad. Baylor has no issues at the most important 
position on the field. Robert Griffin is coming off a banner 
sophomore season and should be as good or better in "11. 

Iowa State, Kansas State and Kansas — the rest of the for- 
mer Big 12 North — have enough holes to create deep con- 
cerns. 


KEY GAMES » 


Sept.3 TCU at Baylor Horned Frogs slapped reality on the Bears a year 
ago in Fort Worth. Baylor seeks to return the favor in Waco. 

Sept. 10 Arizona at Oklahoma State cowboys looking for a repeat of 
the beatdown they handed Arizona in the Alamo Bowl. 

Sept. 17 Texas at UCLA Bruins were the first to signal Texas’ fade a year 
ago wilh a surprisingly easy win in Austin. 

Sept. 17 Oklahoma at Florida State Sooners have few true road tests, 
but this is one — and one the Noles have circled, 

Sept. 24 Kansas State at Miami (Fla.) What? Bill snyder let this 
fugged non-conference game through? He may wish he hadn't. 

Sept. 24 Oklahoma State at Texas A&M_ Winner of this early show- 
down takes a huge step forward ... to second place in the Big 12. 

Sept. 24 Missouri at Oklahoma Tigers fancy themselves as Big 12 con- 
tenders. Time to prove it. 

Oct.1 Texas A&M vs. Arkansas (Arlington, Texas) Old Southwest 
Conference throwback. And a good one, too. 

Oct.8 Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas, Texas) Red River Shootout now 
a secondary game? Don't bet on it. 

Oct. 22 Oklahoma State at Missouri Proving ground for both squads 
in their bids to remain relevant in the league title chase. 

Nov. 24 Texas at Texas A&M Could be a Big 12 elimination game, or sim- 
ply Thanksgiving leftovers. 

Dec.3 Oklahoma at Oklahoma State this is the game the league 
moved to “Championship Saturday.” Expect nothing but Bedlam. 


Chris Covatta 
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CONFERENCE NOTES 


MONEY MATTERS » 

When the new Big 12 shook out following a 2010 sum- 
mer of realignment talks, the conference wagered its future 
viability on the potential to secure strong television rela- 
tionships. 

The gamble paid off. 

Texas used its substantial clout in landing a 20-year, 
$300 million deal with ESPN for a 24-hour television net- 
work to broadcast Longhorn sports, including at least one 
football game per season. The deal includes Texas’ licensing 
and marketing partner IMG College. 

“We want to define what it means to be ‘the’ public uni- 
versity,” says UT president William Powers. “The challenge 
is to create new sources of revenue to support our mission.” 

As for the conference mission, the Big 12 strengthened 
itself long-term with a 13-year lucrative cable deal with Fox 
Sports that will bring $90 million a year — more than four 
times the current deal — beginning with the 2012 football 
season. The league already has a deal with ABC-ESPN that 
runs through 2015-16, raising the Big 12’s total TV rights 
revenue to the neighborhood of $130 million annually. 

“This landmark agreement positions the conference with 
one of the best television arrangements in collegiate sports,” 
says Big 12 commissioner Dan Beebe. “It exceeds the 
benchmarks as we move forward with our 10 members.” 


BEDLAM BREAKOUT » 

The departures of Nebraska (to the Big Ten) and Col- 
orado (to the Pac-12) left the Big 12 with 10 teams and no 
need for North and South divisions. And no divisions 
means no conference championship game. 

Still, the Big 12 made a move to maintain national rele- 
vance in December, shifting two games to what has become 
known as “Championship Saturday” — Dec. 3 in 2011 — 
including the Bedlam Game, with Oklahoma State and 
Oklahoma squaring off in a showdown that will likely im- 
pact the league title, if not be a winner-take-all event. 

Baylor and Texas will also play that day, with the two games 
set for either ABC or ESPN national broadcasts. 

“People can read between the lines, but there are 10 schools in 
our league and all 10 would want to play in a prime-time net- 
work game,” says Cowboys coach Mike Gundy. “For us to be in 
this situation kind of shows where we are as a program. 

“] don’t think there’s any question that we have elevated our- 
selves. When they come and hand-pick you to play on Champi- 
onship Saturday, it kind of shows where we are at.” 


QB EXPERIENCE 

One of the more intriguing spring storylines 
across the conference centered behind center. 
Quarterback battles or breakouts commanded at- 
tention and will continue to do so into preseason 
camps. At least five schools will break in new 
starters, and incumbents in a few other locales are 
under fire. Baylor’s Robert Griffin III, with 27 ca- 
reer starts, is the most experienced starter in the 
Big 12, followed by OU’s Landry Jones with 24. 
No other conference quarterback has started 
more than one season. 


BIEBER FEVER » 

During a February press conference, 
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy was 
interrupted by the sound of his own 
cell phone. 

The or 
Bieber’s hit “Baby.” 


tone, tune: Justin 
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IMPROVEMENT IN AUSTIN? The Longhorns were abysmal on offense last 
year, finishing 10th in the Big 12 in scoring offense. The lackluster showing 
was enough to force a change at coordinator, with Bryan Harsin from Boise 
State hired to call the plays in 2011. Although Harsin should make a differ- 
ence, the Longhorns still need a lot of work on offense. Quarterback play was 
suspect in the spring, and the offensive line could be an issue once again. In- 
coming freshman running back Malcolm Brown is one to keep tabs on in the 
fall, but fantasy options could be limited on this team in 2011. 


NEW GUNSLINGER AT TEXAS TECH Despite the coaching change last year, 
quarterback Taylor Potts remained a valuable fantasy option. Potts and Steven 
Sheffield have both finished their eligibility, leaving Seth Doege as the starter. 
Doege has one start in his career but is stepping into a favorable situation. 
Doege may not equal Potts’ numbers from last year, but 3,000 passing yards 


and 25 touchdowns are reasonable expectations. 


REPLACING DEMARCO MURRAY The Oklahoma offense will not only miss 
Murray’s presence on the ground, but he was also the team’s second-leading 
receiver. Vying to replace Murray will be Roy Finch, Brennan Clay, Jermie Cal- 
houn, Brandon Williams and Jonathan Miller. The Sooners have a lot of talent 
in the backfield, but it may be a committee approach. Don’t expect one back 
to get a bulk of the carries. 


THREE SLEEPERS TO WATCH 
James Franklin, QB, Missouri Missouri quarterbacks have been solid 
fantasy options in recent years, and there’s little reason to doubt Franklin in 
2011 —if he beats out Tyler Gabbert. 
Bryce Brown, RB, Kansas State 
Brown didn’t live up to his recruiting hype at Tennessee, but seems to have a 
clear path to the starting job in Manhattan. 
Shontrelle Johnson, RB, lowa State johnson will have first crack at 
replacing Alexander Robinson, after averaging 6.2 yards per carry in limited 
action last year. 


Gundy laughed it off and insisted the moment was not staged. 
But he did cop to adopting the teen sensation’s sound after 
Bieber revealed during a national interview that he'd adopted 
Gundy’s “I’m a man, I’m 40” rant as his ringtone. Later, Gundy 
joked about bringing Bieber to Stillwater to 

sing the National Anthem or even to pur- 

chase a suite at Boone Pickens Stadium. 


PASSING FANCY » 


Once upon a time, the Big 12 was 
ruled by ground games and elite run- 
ning backs. A seismic shift has oc- 
curred in recent seasons and only 

“af figures to continue in:2011. 
Only one 1,000-yard back — 
Texas A&M’s Cyrus Gray — 
returns, and he’s the only run- 


ner back from last year’s list 
of top-10 rushers in the 
league. By contrast, Okla- 
homa Srate’s Justin Black- 
mon, Oklahoma's Ryan 
Broyles, Missouri's T.J. 
Moe 
a Fuller all return after top- 
~ ping the 1,000-receiving- 
yard mark a year ago, 
while Baylor's Kendall 
Wright went for 952. 
And eight of the top-10 


receiving leaders are back. 


ROBERT GRIFFIN Ill 


and A&M’s_ Jeff 


Chis Covatta 


COORDINATOR CAROUSEL » 


SCHOOL: BAYLOR POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: BRIAN NORWOOD NEW: PHIL BENNETT 
Bennett was the defensive coordinator at Pittsburgh from 2008-10. Norwood was 
“promoted” to associate head coach after serving as the Bears’ defensive coordinator 
the past three seasons. He will also coach the safeties. 


SCHOOL: KANSAS POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: CHUCK LONG, DARRELL WYATT NEW: CHUCK LONG, DAVID BEATY 
Wyatt left Kansas to coach receivers at Texas. Beaty, the receivers coach at KU in 2008 
and ‘09, returns to Lawrence after spending 2010 as the offensive coordinator at Rice. 


SCHOOL: OKLAHOMA POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: JAY NORVELL, KEVIN WILSON —— NEW: JAY NORVELL, JOSH HEUPEL 
Wilson, who was the primary play-caller for OU, is now the head coach at Indiana. 
Norvell will continue to coach receivers. Heupel, who has been on the OU staff since 
2005, will add the title of co-offensive coordinator to his duties as quarterbacks coach. 


SCHOOL: OKLAHOMA STATE POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: DANA HOLGORSEN NEW: TODD MONKEN 
After one wildly successful season at 0-State, Holgorsen was named the offensive co- 
ordinator at West Virginia for the 2011 season and will become the Mountaineers’ 
head coach in ‘12. Monken returns to the collegiate ranks after four seasons as the re- 
ceivers coach for the Jacksonville Jaguars. 


SCHOOL: OKLAHOMA STATE POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: BILL YOUNG NEW: BILL YOUNG, GLENN SPENCER 
Spencer has been on the Cowboys’ staff the past three years, serving as the defensive 
line coach in 2008 and the linebackers coach in 2009 and ‘10. He will share duties 
with Bill Young. 


SCHOOL: TEXAS POSITION: OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: GREG DAVIS NEW: BRYAN HARSIN, MAJOR APPLEWHITE 
Davis resigned after 13 seasons as the offensive coordinator at Texas. Harsin has been 
the offensive coordinator at Boise State since 2006. Applewhite has served as the run- 
ning backs coach at Texas since 2008. 


SCHOOL: TEXAS POSITION: DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR 

OLD: WILL MUSCHAMP NEW: MANNY DIAZ 
Muschamp, who had been the Longhorns’ head coach-in-waiting, is now the head 
coach at Florida. Diaz was the defensive coordinator at Mississippi State. 


TOUGH ACTS TO FOLLOW » 


VON MILLER LB, TEXAS A&M 

The Butkus Award winner and consensus All-American, Miller provided the guts of 
an improved Aggies defense. He shook off an early ankle injury to total 68 tackles 
and lead A&M with 10.5 sacks. Damontre Moore spelled Miller extensively as a 
true freshman at the Joker position and produced (5.5 sacks), but he will have to 
hold off junior Caleb Russell, who impressed the coaching staff in the spring. 


DANIEL THOMAS RB, KANSAS STATE 

The Big 12 rushing champ, Thomas was Option A, B and C — and sometimes D — 
in the Wildcats’ offense, which featured 1,058 running back carries the past two 
seasons. Preferting to grind games out, K-State turned often to Thomas, who de- 
livered with 1,585 rushing yards and a league-best 19 rushing TDs. The favorite 
to replace Thomas is Bryce Brown, who spurned the Wildcats for Tennessee out 
of high school only to find his way to Manhattan as a transfer. 


DeMARCO MURRAY RB, OKLAHOMA 

Murtay’s career at OU was often hampered by injuries, and yet he was productive 
in a major way, finishing as the school’s career all-purpose yards leader with 6,718 
yards. The Sooners are likely to use multiple players to replace him initially, if not 
longer, while a collection of runners jockeys to be the No. 1 back. Roy Finch, Bren- 
nan Clay, Jonathan Miller and true freshman Brandon Williams all offer tantalizing 
skills; the one who adds pass-blocking credits to his tool set could gain an edge. 


BLAINE GABBERT QB, MISSOURI 

Gabbert won 18 games in two years as the starter for Mizzou, showing poise and 
toughness. He guided only the fourth 10-win season in school history in 2010, even 
while the offense often lacked a reliable run game. And if he'd stayed for his sen- 
ior season, Gabbert would have made a run at almost every school passing record. 
Instead, he leaves the offense to someone else, perhaps little brother Tyler Gabbert, 
a redshirt freshman who made a case for the job in the spring. Sophomore James 
Franklin also remains in a competition that will carry on to preseason drills. 
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2011 UNIT RANKINGS » 


QB RB WR/TE OL ODL ULB OB 
BAYLOR 1 7 5 7 8 9 10 
IOWA STATE 8 610 10 8 7 4 8 
KANSAS 10 8 8 9 9 8 9 
KANSAS STATE 9 9 9 10 ~=—10 7 5 
MISSOURI 6 6 4 3 1 3 7 
OKLAHOMA 2 2 1 5 3 1 2 
OKLAHOMA STATE 3 3 2 1 5 6 4 
TEXAS 5 J 6 6 2 2 3 
TEXAS A&M 4 1 3 2 4 5 1 
TEXAS TECH 7 5 7 4 6 10 «6 


TOP UNITS » 
QUARTERBACKS - BAYLOR 


Robert Griffin missed most of 2009 due to a torn ACL but showed little rust in his return. He 
was the driving force behind Baylor's first bow! appearance since 1994, passing for 3,501 
yards and 22 scores, while adding 635 yards and eight touchdowns on the ground. Griffin 
finished third in the Big 12 in total offense with 318.2 yards per game. As long as the jun- 
ior stays healthy, the Bears will feature one of the Big 12’s most dangerous offenses. 


RUNNING BACKS - TEXAS A&M 


One of the big reasons for Texas A&M's turnaround in the second half of last year was the 
tushing attack. Christine Michael suffered a season-ending leg injury against Texas Tech, 
but Cyrus Gray finished the year with seven consecutive games of at least 100 rushing 
yards. Before his injury, Michael was having a solid season, rushing for 631 yards and four 
scores in eight games. Both backs return in 2011, and both have a shot at 1,000 yards. 


RECEIVERS - OKLAHOMA 


The Big 12 is home to some of the nation’s best receiving corps, but the edge goes to 
Oklahoma. Ryan Broyles is an Athlon Sports preseason first-team All-American, and after 
catching 131 passes last year, he should be in position to lead all receivers in college foot- 
ball in receptions once again. Kenny Stills caught 61 passes last year as a true freshman 
and figures to be a bigger part of the offense with Cameron Kenney out of eligibility. Trey 
Franks, Justin McCay and Dejuan Miller will figure into the receiver rotation, while tight 
end James Hanna should challenge for All-Big 12 honors. 


OFFENSIVE LINE - OKLAHOMA STATE 


Despite returning only one starter last year, offensive line coach Joe Wickline quickly 
turned his group from a question mark into an undeniable strength. The front five led the 
way for the Cowboys to finish No. 1 in the Big 12 in scoring, passing and total offense. 
The line allowed only 10 sacks, and OSU’s rushers averaged over five yards per carry last 
year. All five starters return in 2011, including Athlon Sports preseason second-team All- 
America tackle Levy Adcock. Although the Cowboys return some of the top skill players 
in the nation, the offensive line is certainly a big part of their success. 


DEFENSIVE LINE - MISSOURI 


Despite the departure of Aldon Smith, the Tigers are in great shape along the defensive 
front. End Brad Madison registered 7.5 sacks last year in a limited role and should become 
the Tigers’ top pass-rushing threat. Jacquies Smith will start at the other end spot, while 
Michael Sam and promising redshirt freshman Kony Ealy will provide depth. Tackle Do- 
minique Hamilton's return to full health is huge, as the defense struggled to stop the run 
in his absence. Terrell Resonno registered 35 tackles last year, while former 5-star recruit 
Sheldon Richardson arrives from junior college. The duo will join Hamilton in the interior. 


LINEBACKERS - OKLAHOMA 


The strength of the Oklahoma defense is clearly with this unit. Senior Travis Lewis is the 
anchor of this group with 41 career starts and should contend for All-America honors this 
year. Joining Lewis in the starting lineup will be senior Austin Box and sophomore Tony Jef- 
ferson, who will play a hybrid safety/linebacker role this year, which should help Okla- 
homa’s young secondary. Sophomores Tom Wort and Corey Nelson are listed as backups 
but will figure prominently into the rotation and become the leaders for this unit in 2012. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS - TEXAS A&M 


The Big 12 doesn’t have a stockpile of top defensive backfields this year, but the Aggies 
should be formidable with five starters returning. Coryell Judie and Terrence Frederick 
form an underrated starting corner duo, after combining for five interceptions and 13 
passes broken up last year. Dustin Harris started only three games at corner last year but 
picked off four passes and should see more time in 2011. Trent Hunter collected 62 stops 
last year and is back at free safety, while Steven Terrell and Steven Campbell return at 
strong safety. 
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2010 BIG 12 STANDINGS 
NORTH BIG12 OVERALL 
NEBRASKA 6-2 10-4 
MISSOURI 6-2 10-3 
KANSAS STATE 3-5 7-6 
= IOWA STATE 3-5 Be), 
Ldel COLORADO 2-6 5-7 
KANSAS 17 3-9 
= SOUTH BIG12 OVERALL 
=> OKLAHOMA 6-2 122 
thal OKLAHOMA STATE 62 ‘112 
ee TEXAS ASM 62 9-4 
| BAYLOR 4-4 7-6 
A. LANDRY JONES, OKLAHOMA TEXAS TECH 3-5 8-5 
BIG 12 RETURNING LEADERS TEXAS 2-6 5-7 
N i id 7 wenn & 8 oe 2010 BIG 12 BOWL RESULTS 
= Landry Jones, Oklahoma 617 405 12 65.6 4,718 38 337.0 Insiht Bowl * Dec. 28  T Ari 
Brandon Weeden, Oklahoma State 511 342 13 66.9 4,277 34 329.0 sd lA he Sash dele 
Robert Griffin, Baylor 454 304 8 67.0 3,501 22 2693 Paes ayy eegen 24 
oO RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D AVG/G LONG peceseemiz Oe: ats hen es exp 
—_ Cyrus Gray, Texas ASM 200 «1,133 5.7: «12—s—s«87.2 BA ilsend Boul bot, 294 Set ane os 
faa) James Sims, Kansas 168 742 44 9 675 28 Olishona State 36 Nae 10 
Cody Johnson, Texas 134 592 44 6 = 53.8 43 Pinstripe Bowl « Dec. 30 « Bronx, NY. 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG §=©1D = AVG/G_—LONG Syracuse 36, Kansas State 34 
Justin Blackmon, Oklahoma State = 111 1,782 16.1 20 1485 81 Holiday Bowl « Dec. 30 + San Diego, Calif. 
Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 131 1,622, 12.4 -14=—115.9 81 Washington 19, Nebraska 7 
Jeff Fuller, Texas ASM 72 1,066 14.8 12 82.0 69 TicketCity Bowl « Jan. 1° Dallas, Texas 
TACKLES: Jake Knott, lowa State (130); A.J. Klein, lowa State (111) Texas Tech 45, Northwestern 38 
SACKS: Brad Madison, Missouri (7.5); Frank Alexander, Oklahoma (7) Fiesta Bowl « Jan. 1 * Glendale, Ariz. 


Oklahoma 48, Connecticut 20 
Cotton Bowl « Jan. 7 « Arlington, Texas 
LSU 41, Texas A&M 24 


INTERCEPTIONS: Five players tied with 4 


2010 BIG 12 TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 
BAYLOR 31.2 (6) 194.6 (3) 280.7 (4) 4753 (3) 
COLORADO 24.2 (9) 137.0 (11) 222.7 (8) —_-359.7 (10) 
IOWA STATE 21.7 (11) 143.2 (8) 174.2 (10) —-317.4 (11) 
KANSAS 17.1 (12) 134.6 (12) 161.8 (11) 296.4 (12) 
KANSAS STATE 33.6 (3) 199.5 (2) 1793 (9) 3788 (9) 
MISSOURI 29.8 (8) 156.4 (6) 253.2 (6) 409.6 (6) 
NEBRASKA 30.9 (7) 247.6 (1) 150.6 (12) 398.1 (7) 
OKLAHOMA 37.2 (2) 138.0 (10) 343.4 (2) 481.4 (2 
OKLAHOMA STATE 44.2 (1) 1744 (4) 345.8 (1) 520.2 (1) 
TEXAS 23.8 (10) 150.5 (7) 2320 (7) 3825 (8) 
TEXAS AGM 31.2 (5) 165.0 (5) 2768 (5) 441.8 (5) 
TEXAS TECH 33.1. (4) 141.3 (9) 318.9 (3) 460.2 (4) 

DEFENSE 

SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SET THTSTIS ETA 
BAYLOR 30.5 (9) 170.3 (9) 265.1 (10) 435.4 (10) ; 
COLORADO 30.8 (10) 140.2 (4) 259.8 (9) 400.0 (6) by 
IOWA STATE 28.8 (7) 186.3 (10) 221.9 (6) 408.2 (7) 2011: BIS 12 BOWL TEINS 
KANSAS 34.4 (12) 205.2 (11) 2225 (7) 427.7 (9) BCS - Big 12 No. 1 vs. BCS 
KANSAS STATE 29.1 (8) 231.4 (12) 2143 (5) 445.7 (11) Cotton - Big 12 No. 2 vs. SEC No. 3/4 
MISSOURI 16.1 (1) 152.9 (6) 2035 (3) 3564 (3) Alamo ~ Big 12 No. 3 vs. Pac-12 No.2 2 
NEBRASKA 17.4 (2) 153.1 (7) 153.6 (1) 306.8 (2) ; . F 
OKLAHOMA 18 (3) 1489 (5) 2129 (4) «361.9 (A) Insight - Big 12 No. 4 vs. Big Ten No.4 2 
OKLAHOMA STATE 26.4 (6) 133.7 (2) 275.8 (11) 409.5 (8) Holiday - Big 12 No. 5 vs. Pac-12 No.3 2 
TEXAS 23.7 (5) 138.6 (3) 161.6 (2) 300.2 (1) Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas- = 
TEXAS AGM 21.9 (4) 130.2 (1) 234.2 (8) 3643 (5) Big 12 No. 5 vs. Big Ten No.6 = 
TEXAS TECH 30.9 (11) 162.5 (8) 293.8 (12) 456.3 (12) 2 


Pinstripe - Big 12 No. 6 vs. Big East No. 3 
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2011 ATHLON SPORTS PRESEASON 


ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


QB ROBERT GRIFFIN DL FRANK ALEXANDER 

62" 220 JR. BAYLOR 63" 259 SR. OKLAHOMA 

RB CYRUS on DL DOMINIQUE HAMILTON 

510" 198 TEXAS ASM 6's" 305 SR. MISSOURI 

RB ERIC STEPHENS DL BRAD MADISON 

58" «192 TEXAS TECH 64" 265 JR. MISSOURI 

WR JUSTIN BLACKMON DL KHEESTON RANDAL. 

om ont Jr. OKLAHOMA STATE 65" 295 

WR RYAN ot hes LB EMMANUEL Aco 

511" 187 OKLAHOMA 62" 240 

TE MICHAEL EGNEW LB TRAVIS LEWIS 

66" 240 SR. MISSOURI 62" (233 SR. OKLAHOMA 

C BEN HABERN LB on RORINEON 

62" 291 JR. OKLAHOMA 63" 235 

OL LEVY ADCOCK cB LEONARD JOHNSON 

66" 322 SR. OKLAHOMA STATE 5'10" 196 SR. IOWA STATE 

OL LONNIE EDWARDS CB CORYELL JUDIE 

64" 322 SR. TEXAS TECH S11" 188 sR. TEXAS AGM 

OL LUKE JOECKEL S§ MARKELLE MARTIN 

64" 304 sO. TEXAS AGM 6" 192 SR. OKLAHOMA STATE 

OL DAN HOCH 5 “TY TREN 

67" = 315 SR. MISSOURI 6" 202 KANSAS STATE 

K GRANT Pagans KR CORYELL JUDIE 

62" 190 MISSOURI 511" 188 SR. TEXAS ASM 

DOMINIQUE HAMILTON, MISSOURI P QUINN SHARP PR RYAN BROYLES 

6" 189 JR. OKLAHOMA STATE S11" 187 SR. OKLAHOMA 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Landry Jones 6'4" 230 Jr. Oklahoma QB Brandon Weeden 6'4" 213 Sr. Oklahoma State 
RB Roy Finch 5'8" 173 So. Oklahoma RB Christine Michael 5111" 215 Jr. Texas ASM 
RB Joseph Randle 6'1" 191 So. Oklahoma State RB James Sims 6'0" 206 So. Kansas 
WR Jeff Fuller 6'4" 215 Sr. Texas A&M WR Kenny Stills 6'0" 181 So. Oklahoma 
WR TJ. Moe 6'0" 200 Jr. Missouri WR Kendall Wright 5'10" 190 Sr. Baylor 
TE James Hanna 6'3" 233 Sr. Oklahoma TE Tim Biere 6'4" 260 Sr. Kansas 
C — Grant Garner 6'3". 289 Sr. Oklahoma State C Philip Blake GS e315) Sh; Baylor 
OL Elvis Fisher (iSburh ER ye Missouri OL Jake Matthews 6'5" 295 So. Texas ASM 
OL Gabe Ikard 6'2" 290 So. Oklahoma OL Cyril Richardson 6'5" 315 So. Baylor 
OL Kelechi Osmele 6'6" 354 Sr. lowa State OL  LaAdrian Waddle 6'6" 322 Jr. Texas Tech 
OL Lane Taylor 6'3" 327 Jr Oklahoma State OL Mason Walters 6'6" 305 So. Texas 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Tevin Elliott 6'3" 250 So. Baylor DL Tony Jerod-Eddie 6'5" 300 Sr. Texas ASM 
DL Richetti Jones 6'3" 256 Sr. Oklahoma State DL Jackson Jeffcoat G5 A253; SO. Texas 
DL Ronnell Lewis 620 237) It Oklahoma DL Alex Okafor 6'4" 260 Jr. Texas 
DL _Jacquies Smith 6'4" 255 Sr. Missouri DL Toben Opurum 61" 240 jr. Kansas 
1B Zaviar Gooden 6'2" 225 Jr. Missouri LB Tony Jefferson 5'10" 199 So. Oklahoma 
LB Jake Knott 6'2" 243 Jr. lowa State 1B AJ. Klein 61" 244 Jr. lowa State 
LB Shaun Lewis 5'11" 214 So. Oklahoma State 18 — Garrick Williams 6'2" 234 Sr. Texas A&M 
CB David Garrett 5'8" 175 Sr. Kansas State CB Brodrick Brown 5'8" 182 Jr. Oklahoma State 
CB Demontre Hurst Son wit 7 2. ah Oklahoma CB Terrence Frederick 5'10" 184 Sr. Texas ASM 
S Cody Davis 6'2" 194 Jr. Texas Tech S Kenji Jackson 5'10" 200 Sr. Missouri 
S Blake Gideon 61" 205 Sr. Texas S — Kenny Vaccaro 61" 2140 Jr Texas 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Justin Tucker 61" 185 Sr. Texas K jimmy Stevens S72 Sh Oklahoma 
P Tress Way OMe e221 SI: Oklahoma P Kirby Van Der Kamp = 6'4"_ 198 So. lowa State 
KR Justin Gilbert 6'0" 193 So. Oklahoma State KR DJ. Beshears 5'8" 174 Jr. Kansas 
PR Josh Lenz 6'0" 196 Jr. lowa State PR Josh Cooper 5'11" 189 Sr. Oklahoma State 
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BIG 12 PREVIEW 


98 


RB 6'0" 215 


. Malcolm Brown (#4) 
Rare blend of size, speed and physicality warrants comparison to Adrian Peterson. 


Belton, TX Texas 


nr 


. Brandon Williams (#20) RB 6'0" 190 Brookshire, TX Oklahoma 
Just enough size to be the complete package. Explosive, elusive and versatile. 


3. Trey Metoyer (#21) WR 6'2" 185 Whitehouse, TX Oklahoma 
Arguably the most complete receiver in the nation — size, speed, toughness and smarts. 
4, Steve Edmond (#23) LB 6'3" 235 —Daingerfield, TX Texas 
Tackling machine whose strength and speed will make him a great middle backer. 
5. Quandre Diggs (#38) DB 5'10"190 Angleton, TX Texas 
Has an NFL pedigree with tremendous speed, quickness, burst, agility and versatility. 
6. Sedrick Flowers (#49) OL 6'3" 290 Houston, TX Texas 


Excellent power, strength and quickness; most likely to play on the interior of the line. 


. Desmond Jackson (#51) DT 6'1" 280 Houston, TX Texas 
A bit undersized but makes up for it with high-energy motor that never quits. 


~— 


8. Herschel Sims (#54) RB 5'8" 190 Abilene, TX Oklahoma State 
Not elite at any one skill, but can do everything in the playbook and is hard-nosed. 
9. Josh Turner (#59) DB 6'0" 175 Oklahoma City,OK Texas 


An electrifying player who can make the big play on every down. Fiery competitor. 


10. Jordan Phillips (#92) | OT 6'6” 290 Towanda, KS Oklahoma 
Large prospect who fits into any defensive scheme. Unreal upside, but very raw. 


1. TEXAS 6. KANSAS 
2. OKLAHOMA 7. MISSOURI 
8. BAYLOR 


| 3. TEXAS TECH 
| 4. OKLAHOMA STATE 
5. TEXAS A&M 


9. KANSAS STATE 
10. IOWA STATE 


11. Jaxon Shipley (#98) WR 6'1" 183 Brownwood, TX Texas 
Jordans little brother also has great instincts, intangibles, work ethic and quickness. 

12. Garrett Greenlea OL 6'7" 290 Spring, TX 
Great size and athleticism that is ideal for the tackle position. 


13. J.W. Walsh QB 6'2" 195 Denton, TX Oklahoma State 
A coach’s son who has solid athleticism and even better arm strength. 


14. Delvon Simmons DT 6'5" 265 McKeesport, PA Texas Tech 
Has great first step and is a consistently disruptive presence up the middle. 


15. Leroy Scott DB 5'10"187 Pasadena, TX Texas 
A heady player with great foot speed who excels in both zone and man schemes. 

16. Nathan Hughes DE 6'5" 257 Spring, TX Oklahoma 
A powerful, strong player who is stout against the run. Still has room to grow. 

17. Sheroid Evans DB 6'0" 185 Sugar Land, TX Texas 
An outstanding raw athlete with speed. Could play anywhere in the secondary. 

18. Quincy Russell DT 6'3" 285 San Antonio, TX Texas 
Strong, disruptive player who needs to continue to add strength and consistency. 

19. Jace Amaro TE 6'5" 237 San Antonio, TX Texas Tech 
Solid pass-catching option, but will need to add strength to excel in the running game. 


20. Desmond Roland ATH 6'0" 185 Dallas, TX Oklahoma State 
Tough enough to play linebacker, athletic enough to play safety or receiver. 


Texas 


21. Cedric Reed DE 6'6" 240 Cleveland, TX Texas 
Very long prospect with plenty of room to grow. Possesses a solid motor. 
22. Danzel Williams RB 5'9" 190 Arlington, TX | Oklahoma 


Low center of gravity and thick frame offers excellent balance and body control. 
23. Marquis Anderson DT 6'2" 270 Cibolo, Tx Oklahoma 
An undersized player who needs to add bulk, but has above average speed. 


24. Darrian Miller RB 5'10"181 Blue Springs, MO 
Quick, explosive back who hits the hole hard and makes decisive cuts. 


Kansas 
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25. Floyd Raven CB 6'2" 180 Reserve, LA Texas ASM 
Lots of speed, athleticism and versatility that plays in either zone or man schemes. 

26. Kenny Williams RB 5'10"206 Pflugerville, TX Texas Tech 
Thickly built back with ideal frame for a workhorse. Quick feet and solid quickness. 

27. Mykkele Thompson DB 6'2" 183 San Antonio, TX Texas 
High-cut athlete who has excellent body control and change-of-direction ability. 

28. Jordan Wade DT 6'4" 290 Round Rock, 1X Oklahoma 
Lengthy, rangy prospect with excellent size and upside who needs to develop his game. 

29. Dylan Dismuke OL 6'6" 292 Duncan, OK Oklahoma 
A tough run-blocker who creates plenty of movement along the line of scrimmage. 


30. M.J. McFarland TE 6'6" 245 EI Paso, TX 
Possesses solid ball skills and soft hands. Will need to develop as a blocker. 


Texas 


Brown: john Albright / on SMI; Williams: Icon SMI 
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Go to athlonsports.com/golfbag for a chance to WIN’ 
an Athlon Sports Golf Bag filled with great products. 
Sign up today. 


Prizes subject to change. 
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located at athlonsports.com/golfbay, Sponsored by: Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. 


The Burnt Orange I 


hen DeLoss Dodds took over as 
athletic director at Texas in 1981, 
he didn’t have to try so hard to 


learn everybody's name. With only 70 or so 
people working in the department, he probably 
needed less than a month to meet his staff and 
become acquainted with their job descriptions. 
A welcome luncheon or two and a couple trips 
around the building probably did it. 

Of course, anybody trying to do the same 


thing at UT today would need a collection of 


mnemonic devices, a mandatory name-tag pol- 
icy and an assistant willing to follow him 
around whispering people's names and their 
positions just to get a good start. Maybe after a 
year, he would know that Doris coordinates 
team travel, Bob is in charge of the equipment 
room and Mack is the football coach. Okay, so 
maybe remembering Mack’s name wouldn't be 
so hard, especially since he’s responsible for 
about $94 million in income for the depart- 
ment each year. 

“We have $143 million in revenues, and 
that’s different than when I came — it was just 
$4.5 million,” Dodds says. “It takes more peo- 
ple to run that kind of a business.” 

The operative word in college athletics today 
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Hee in a Green 


by Michael Bradley 


is “business.” Schools are searching for more 
creative and effective ways to fatten their bot- 
tom lines, whether it’s through sponsorship 
deals, stadium expansions, media partnerships 
or all of the above. Financing a broad-based 
and successful program takes money and lots 
of it. Generating the revenue necessary to be 


first class these days involves a collection of 


moving parts and a vision that is always trained 
on future opportunities and revenue streams. 
Right now, no school does it better than 
‘Texas, which has the highest revenues of any 
NCAA school and which should hold on to 
that title for years to come thanks to the new 
Longhorn Network, a UT-centric TY initiative 
that will generate $300 million over the next 
20 years and provide the kind of promotional 
vehicle that is unparalleled in college athletics. 
When added to Texas’ already-successful col- 
lection of initiatives — including the Big 12 
Conference's recent 13-year, $90 million per 
year deal with Fox Sports — the groundbreak- 
ing partnership with ESPN will establish the 
department further as not only the wealthiest 
but also the most innovative in the nation, 
“(The network) is a huge branding thing for 
the university, not just athletics,” Dodds says. 


KS: 


The operative word in college 
athletics today is “business.” 
Schools are searching for more 
creative and effective ways to 
fatten their bottom lines, 
whether it’s through 
sponsorship deals, stadium 
expansions, media partnerships 
or all of the above. Financing a 
broad-based and successful 
program takes money and lots 
of it. Generating the revenue 
necessary to be first class 

these days involves a collection 
of moving parts and a 

vision that is always trained 
on future opportunities 

and revenue streams. 


Erich Schlegel/Getty Images 


“We have a network we can use for promoting 
the brand of the university.” 

For years, schools have been using successful 
sports programs as first-tier methods of at- 
tracting interest. Win a national championship 
and watch admissions applications double. 
Reach the Final Four and set new records for 
alumni donations. Although faculty members 
grouse — rightly — about high salaries and fa- 
cilities arms races that require huge expendi- 
tures, there can be no denying the impact of 
winning on the fields and courts. Texas, which 
has captured 13 national titles and more than 
100 conference crowns during Dodds’ tenure, 
certainly has the résumé to justify its spending 
($136.7 million in ’09-10) and the profit ($6.8 
million in ’09-10) to counter any argument 
about frivolous economic practices. 

Face it: Although Texas has the second- 
largest endowment of any university in the na- 
tion, behind Harvard, and has several 
world-class academic programs, its identity for 
many involves a full football stadium and the 
band’s playing “The Eyes of Texas” after a 
touchdown. To that end, Dodds and his peo- 
ple are working to improve every facet of the 
program, from facilities to personnel to 
fundraising and more. That way, the Long- 
horns will be able to maximize the use of their 
athletics success for the university. 

“On many campuses, athletics are looked at 
as separate,” Dodds says. “We dont want to be 
separate. We want to be an integral part.” 

While Dodds works on that synergy, other 
Big 12 members are in lower tax brackets. Sure, 
Oklahoma is trying to set up a sports network 
of its own, but the state’s small population 
(one-sixth of the Lone Star State’s) won't guar- 
antee a payday like Texas received. Although 
the Fox deal, coupled with the league's rela- 
tionship with ESPN/ABC, will guarantee most 
schools between $15-17 million a year, Texas 
will go well beyond that, thanks to the Long- 
horn Network. UT also reaps more money 
from the other TV deals, thanks to its stronger 
national profile. In 2007, the last year tax data 
was available, Texas received $10.2 million 
from the league's TV deals, while Baylor got 
only $7.1 million. Believe it or not, that does 
not bother the other schools, who understand 
Texas’ value to the Big 12 — it would have bro- 
ken apart had the Longhorns left for the Pac-12 
last summer, as was rumored — and what it 
means to have the chance to play in Texas. 

If the Big 12 is worried about anything, it 
shouldn't be whether Texas is making more 
money — it’s whether the Longhorns will con- 
sider going independent, the better to cut TV 
deals that will bring them more money and 
greater scheduling flexibility. The loss of the 
Longhorns would cripple the Big 12 and per- 
haps signal an exodus of Oklahoma, Texas 
A&M and Oklahoma State. Against that 


doomsday scenario, what's a few million dol- 
lars? 

“Our overhead and expenses at Kansas State 
are lower than those at Texas,” says John Cur- 
rie, athletic director at KSU, which received 
$8.21 million in TV revenues in ’07. “If they 
get two or three million more a year, that’s no 
big deal. Their expense ratio’s much larger. 


“We have $143 million in 
revenues, and that’s different 
than when I came — it 
was just $4.5 million. 

It takes more people to 
run that kind of a business.” 


— Texas athletic director 
DeLoss Dodds 


“We're not worried about how we share it. 
We have to worry about growing the pie. We 
have to realize individual institutions have dif- 
ferent needs.” 

Irs a pretty simple equation for David Carter, 
a professor of sports business at USC and ex- 
ecutive director of the school’s Sports Business 
Institute. With each passing day and every new 
groundbreaking deal, college athletics become 
less about the competition and more about the 
money. 

“The major Division I programs are looking 
and feeling more like professional sports all the 
time,” Carter says. 

Few fans are naive enough any more to think 
that the college sports climate of the 1950s and 
60s was of the idyllic, extra-curricular variety. 


Schools were trying to maximize success and 
revenues then, but the model had not yet been 
constructed to allow for a flood of profit. Vi- 
sionaries like Michigan AD Don Canham in the 
1970s helped lay the groundwork for modern 
marketing efforts, and the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in 1984 that gave schools and confer- 
ences control over their television rights was a 
major step toward the Longhorn Network. 

But as technology booms, new media spreads 
and promotional tactics (luxury suites, corpo- 
rate sponsorships, merchandise options) be- 
come more sophisticated and professional in 
style, the potential for revenue increases is 
colossal. Thanks to the increased opportunities, 
schools are pushing ahead with programs like 
never before, to the point where the on-field 
competitions themselves seem complementary 
to the overall “experience,” rather than the rea- 
son for it all. 

“Schools are recognizing the tremendous de- 
mands to consume their products in all forms,” 
Carter says. “So, they are running to daylight as 
fast as they can.” 

Texas is certainly in full sprint. From 2005- 
10, the Longhorn athletic department's rev- 
enues grew nearly 50 percent, from $98.1 
million in ’05-06, to the $143.6 million that 
came in ’09-10, Many of the line items found 
in the department's fiscal report — like con- 
cessions, camps or conference distributions — 
remained relatively the same or experienced 
modest growth. The real money was made in 
three primary areas — ticket sales, contribu- 
tions and sponsorships. And each represents a 
new approach to the collegiate athletics model. 

Consider Memorial Stadium, home to the 
Longhorn football program. Its capacity has 
swelled from 80,000 to 94,000, and a portion 
of the new seats has been of the suite/club va- 
riety. Revenue on football ticket sales went 
from $20 million in ’05 to $33 million in ’09, 
a big reason for the football program's robust 
bottom line. 

The Longhorns have also had a big spike in 
overall advertising and sponsorship revenues, 
with the bottom line growing from $9.7 mil- 
lion to $22.1 million from ’05-10. More so- 
phisticated techniques and expanded 
partnership programs gave a greater number of 
businesses access to UT athletics during that 
time. Like many big-time athletic programs, 
the taboos of in-stadium/arena signage or overt 
promotional considerations, such as game 
sponsorship and scoreboard advertising, no 
longer exist for Texas. Memorial Stadium has 
not reached the level of many professional ven- 
ues, which are festooned with ads, but don't be 
surprised if that happens soon. 

“There was no marketing staff a year ago,” 
Dodds says. “Now, we have 10 people on that 
staff. Our fundraising arm has tripled in size 
and tripled in revenues.” 
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It’s important to remember that a lot of that 
$143.6 million — and a sizeable portion of the 
football program’s $70 million net income in 
2009 — funds other Longhorn teams. Only 
men’s basketball ($6.7 million net income) and 
baseball ($1.9 million) made money in 2009- 
10. Each of the school’s other 17 sports relied 
on money raised by football, men’s basketball 
and baseball to survive. Granted, the tennis 
teams’ combined budget of $1.68 million is 
nearly $800,000 less than what the football 
team’s travel expenses were in 2009-10, but 
those squads still depend on the athletic de- 
partment’ ability to squeeze every dollar out of 
the profitable programs. 

Then there are the facilities. In addition to 
improving and expanding Memorial Stadium, 
Texas has in the past five years added a new 


softball venue, expanded the school’s rowing 
center, built a golf academy and renovated the 
Erwin Center, which houses the men’s and 
women’s basketball programs. It’s one thing to 
have a successful program and another to have 
the types of arenas, stadia, fields and practice 
facilities to lure future athletes to campus. 

“You have to keep up with the Joneses,” 
Carter says. “When youre recruiting players, a 
lot of times it comes down to the training fa- 
cilities and other amenities that in their minds 
prepare them for the next level.” 

You can’t blame some people for thinking 
that any opponent that happens to take part in 
a game being televised by the Longhorn Net- 
work might just be in for a tough time. It’s hard 
to imagine Iowa State's women’s basketball 
team getting fair analysis from courtside com- 
mentators who rode to the game on Bevo's 
back and are dressed like members of the Long- 
horn Marching Band. 

Okay, so maybe that is an exaggeration. A big 
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exaggeration. Network broadcasters won't have 
to sign off with a quick “Hook ’em” sign to the 
cameras or wear burnt orange blazers on the 
air. 

“We might have “The Eyes of Texas’ playing 
during a broadcast,” Stephanie Druley says. 
“But we won't have it running under com- 
mentary or analysis.” 

Druley is a proud UT graduate (broadcast 
journalism, ’89) who is heading back to Austin 
to help oversee the Longhorn Network’s launch 
and subsequent daily operations. She and fel- 
low ESPN alum Dave Brown are tasked with 
making the school’s TV initiative look and feel 
like a top-shelf outfit. They'll employ the same 
production tactics that one finds on any other 
ESPN game telecast, studio show or remote 
broadcast and make sure to give viewers a high- 


“Schools are recognizing 
the tremendous demands 
to consume their products 
in all forms. So, they are 
running to daylight as fast 
as they can.” 


— David Carter, USC professor 


of sports business 


quality presentation while advancing the Texas 
brand. “We intend this to look like an ESPN 
product,” Druley says. 

When Texas’ multimedia rights holder 
IMG College first set out to find a TV part- 
ner for the school, which had the ability to 
create its own network because the Big 12 
Conference does not own its members’ tele- 
vision rights, ESPN had never been involved 
in anything like it. It paid big fees to broadcast 
professional and collegiate games but never 
was allied directly with a team, league or con- 
ference. The idea of working directly with 
Texas was not only unheard of; it was also a 
big risk. It was one thing for the Big Ten to 
create its own network, since it included 11 
(now 12) schools that spanned six (now 
seven) states. To create a station that would 
focus on just one school was a big step. 

“There are 25 million people in the state,” 
Brown says. “If there were not 25 million peo- 
ple, the economics wouldn’ allow us to take a 


shot at making this work.” 

The numbers just work in Texas’ favor. That's 
not to say ESPN won’ try to build a partner- 
ship with another school down the road, but 
the numbers and flexibility available through 
Big 12 membership make Texas the perfect 
place to start. 

So does the breadth of available program- 
ming options. Even though the Longhorn Net- 
work will televise only one football and eight 
men’s hoops games per year, there is plenty of 
other inventory across the school’s other 18 var- 
sity programs. Plus, the network will air non- 
sports programming that provides avenues for 
the arts, sciences and general university activity. 
The Texas archives will also come into play. 
“Robert DeNiro’s personal archives are there,” 
Druley says. “There’s a wealth of stuff.” 

The network's overriding goal, as with every- 
thing done in the name of athletics, is to ad- 
vance the university's reputation — and 
bottom line. To that end, one-third to one-half 
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The network's overriding goal, 
as with everything done in 

the name of athletics, is to 
advance the university's 
reputation — and bottom line. 
To that end, one-third to 
one-half of revenues for at least 
the first few years will go to 

the school, rather than the 
athletic department. The 
money will be used to finance 
a pair of endowed faculty chairs 
in physics and philosophy, 
among other things. 
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of revenues for at least the first few years will 
go to the school, rather than the athletic de- 
partment. The money will be used to finance a 
pair of endowed faculty chairs in physics and 
philosophy, among other things. At a time 
when UT is facing proposed cutbacks of nearly 
$100 million in the state’s two-year budget, 
everything helps, even though you don't have 
to work hard to find faculty members who 
aren't thrilled with Texas’ athletic expenditures 
when academic programs face the reaper’s 
scythe. 

But as Texas builds its brand, what does it 
mean for the rest of the Big 12? The conference 
already distributes TV funds unequally, the 
better to reward its more popular teams. By 
generating another $10-20 million per year, 
UT can gain a competitive edge through bet- 
ter facilities, coaches and equipment. Dodds, 
of course, believes this rising TV tide will lift 
all Big 12 vessels. 

“The other Big 12 teams are part of this net- 


work, too,” he says. “In the end, there are a lot 
of joint things going on in the conference. If 
we play Baylor in baseball, they could be on 
our network, and it’s a win-win for everybody. 

“Tr’s not Texas getting too big athletically. We 
did it for our student-athletes and the univer- 
sity.” 

Currie echoes that sentiment, although what 
other choice does he have? He-points to Kansas 
State’s “national” alumni base as a reason for 
supporting Texas’ initiative and reminds us that 
the Wildcats beat Texas in football and basket- 
ball this year. So much for a competitive dis- 
advantage. 

“We like the Longhorn Network,” Currie 
says. “When Kansas State plays the University 
of Texas in any sport, we'll be on the Longhorn 
Network in the state of Texas. That allows us to 
reach our second-largest alumni base, the Dal- 
las Metroplex.” 

And play a supporting role in Longhorns, 
Inc.’s latest initiative. 
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| little more quickly. 


| into the fire and got plenty of on-the-job training. In case of an emergency, Florence and 


hen you've gone 16 years without “drinking the water” of a bowl game, the first 
sweet taste just makes you thirsty to go back to that well again. Baylor coach 


Art Briles did something that his three predecessors couldn't do, leading the Sept. 2 TCU : 
Bears to a winning season (7-6) and taking them to their first bowl game since Sept. 17 Stephen F. Austin 
1994. But all that 38-14 loss to Illinois in the Texas Bowl did was whet their appetite. Sept. 24 Rice 
“Until you get to taste the water, you're not sure whether you like it or not. We like it,” Oct. 1 at Kansas State 
says Briles, who led the University of Houston to four bowl games in five years before tak- Oct. 8  lowa State 


ing on the Baylor rebuilding job four years ago. “We didn't like the outcome, but we liked Oct. 15 at Texas ASM 
everything else that went along with it. And we liked giving our fans and our student body 0 t 29 at Oklahoma Stat 
an opportunity to enjoy it with us. That part of it definitely motivates us to continue on.” ss aed Sta 
And as good as things were in 2010 — highlighted by the Bears’ first road win at Texas Nov. 5 Missouri 
in 19 years — it ended on a sour note with four consecutive losses. Nov. 12 at Kansas 
“We expected to be in a bowl game,” says junior quarterback Robert Griffin III, who Nov. 19 Oklahoma 
passed for a school-record 3,501 yards and 22 touchdowns. “You want to win more than Nov. 26  #Texas Tech 
six games every year. We're excited to take that next step forward. And we know it starts Dec. 3. Texas 
with us. It’s not with the coaches. It’s not with who we're playing. It starts with us.” #Arlington, TX 


2011 PROJECTION: 6-6, 3-6 BIG 12 —— SM 7 


Under Art Briles, Baylor has made steady improvement and broke through last year with its first 
bowl appearance since 1994. The Bears possess a dangerous offense with the return of quarter- 
back Robert Griffin and a deep receiving corps. Although the offense can score with the best of 
the Big 12, the defense has to show improvement. New coordinator Phil Bennett was a great hire, 
but it may be a year before results are noticed. But as long as Griffin stays healthy, the Bears will 
go bowling in 2011. POSTSEASON: INSIGHT BOWL VS. WISCONSIN 


If the Bears can find a replacement for 1,000-yard rusher Jay Finley, this could be Bay- 
lor’s best offense in a long, long time. Four of the starters are back in the line, while Kendall 
Wright is only one of five returning receivers who hauled in at least 40 passes a year ago. 

On defense, first-year coordinator Phil Bennett has rebuilt his unit with an emphasis on 
speed first, last and always. “That's one of the things in our system — we'll take speed over 
size,” Bennett says. 

Briles is just hoping that added speed on defense can take the Bears back to that well a 


QUARTERBACKS Any questions about Griffin's surgically repaired right knee were 
answered in the first week of the season, when he broke off a 30-yard TD run. “Ie’s 

am built in him that nothing's going to hold him back,” Briles says of Griffin, who's 
already broken 14 career records. “He's come back bigger, stronger and better.” 
The silver lining when Griffin got hurt two years ago was that Nick Florence was thrown 


promising redshirt freshman Bryce Petty are waiting in the wings. “It’s like having another 
coach on the field,” Briles says of Florence, who passed for a school-record 427 yards in 
a road win at Missouri in ’09. “He's just a sharp guy that loves the game and loves the 
preparation.” 


RUNNING BACKS Perhaps the biggest disappointment of spring practice was not find- 
ing a replacement for Finley, who rushed for a school-record 1,218 yards last season. 
Jarred Salubi, Terrance Ganaway, Glasco Martin and Isaac Williams all got their shots, 
but “nobody's jumped out,” Briles says. In spot duty last year, Ganaway and Salubi 
combined for 510 yards and averaged better than seven yards per carry. But they lack KENDALL WRIGHT 
the all-around package of power and explosion that Finley brought to the table. That could 
leave the door open for incoming freshmen B.J. Allen and Anthony Webb. “Those shoes 
that Jay Finley left are big,” Briles says, “and I don’t see anybody in them right now.” 


Ls . ~ : ; Baylor enjoyed its first three-game 
RECEIVERS Baylor's biggest problem at receiver might be trying to share the wealth. Wright wie a in league wish A x, | 


is coming off a monster year and has already set the school record for career catches with 1995, the final season of the South- 
194. But there's almost an embarrassment of riches at the position with outside receivers west Conference, when the Bears 
Josh Gordon, Terrance Williams and Lanear Sampson and sophomore inside receiver Tevin beat TCU, SMU and Rice. 


Reese all catching at least 42 passes a year ago. Gordon and Wright are the best deep threats, 
but Griffin has reliable targets of all shapes and sizes. “Griff knows how to spread it around,” 
Wright says. “We'll take it up with him.” For good measure, the Bears also have a pair of 

NFL prototype tight ends in junior Jerod Monk and Stanford transfer Jordan Najvar. ny love 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
those guys,” Briles says. “They're just good, physical, tough football players. And they're 
big.” 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN \/hile Baylor has turned into an assembly line for cranking out 
NFL offensive linemen, this year’s unit might be the best yet. Senior center Philip Blake an- 
chors a line that includes returning starters Cameron Kaufhold and Robert T. Griffin at the 
guards and Ivory Wade at right tackle. Cyril Richardson, a massive 6'5", 315-pound soph- 
omore who started four games at guard, slides over to replace two-year starter Danny 


Griffin, Wright: Chris Covatta 
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OFFENSE (8) 

WR 3 Lanear Sampson (Jr.) 7 Darius jones (So) 
WR — 12 Josh Gordon (jr.) 2 Terrance Williams (jr.) 

IR 1 Kendall Wright (Sr.) 16 Tevin Reese (So.) 

(T _ 68 Cyril Richardson (So.) __—_—7_Kelvin Palmer (So.) 

LG 71 Cameron Kauthold (Jr.) 70 Jake Jackson (j.) 
C 74 Philip Blake (Sr.) 54 Stefan Huber (Fr.) 

RG 79 Robert I. Griffin (Sr.) 63 John Jones (Sr.) 

RT 78 Ivory Wade (Jr.) 75 Troy Baker (Fr.) 

TE _ 18 Jordan Navjar (So.) 20 Jerod Monk (Jr.) 

QB 10 Robert Griffin (Jr.) 11 Nick Florence (Jr.) 

RB 21 Jarred Salubi (jr) 24 Terrance Ganaway (Sr.) 
DEFENSE (5) 

DE 18 Tevin Elliott (So.) 11 Terrance Lloyd (So.) 

NG 90 Nicholas Jean-Baptiste (Sr.) 76 Nick Johnson (Jr) 
DT —_13 Tracy Robertson (Sr.) 49 Kaeron Johnson (Jr.) 

DE 10 Gary Mason Jr. (Jr.) 96 Zac Scotton (St.) 

1B 15 Brody Trahan (So.) 1 Prince Kent (So.) 

LB 4 Elliot Coffey (Sr.) 44 Bryce Hager (Fr) 

LB 6 Ahmad Dixon (So.) 19 LeQuince McCall (So.) 

CB 9 Chance Casey (Jr.) 2 Romie Blaylock (Sr) 
(B27 Tyler Stephenson (So.) 32 Tuswani Copeland (Fr.) 

SS 17 Mike Hicks (Jr.) 8 KJ. Morton (So) 

FS 25 Sam Holl (So.) 33 Josh Wilson (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 43 Aaron Jones (So.) KR 12 Josh Gordon (Jr.) 

P 36 Spencer Roth (Fr.) PR 1 Kendall Wright (Sr.) 
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Watkins at left tackle. “They have a chance to 
be outstanding, and they should be, because all 
five of them haye started for you,” Briles says. 
“Plus, haying your center back is like having 
your starting QB back. That’s a guy that puts 
his hand on the ball every snap.” There is also 
quality depth with center Stefan Huber, guard 
John Jones and tackle Troy Baker and help on 
the way with a freshman class that Briles ranks 
as the best “in a long, long time.” 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Since probable starting 
ends Gary Mason Jr. and Tevin Elliott spent 
more time in the training room than on the 
practice field in the spring, it’s hard to gauge 
just how good the Bears can be up front. But 
there's depth being developed with senior Zac 
Scotton and sophomores Terrance Lloyd and 
Chris McAllister, a converted linebacker. “Scot- 
ton had a really good spring. And if Gary and 
Tevin had been going, he might not have got 
the reps that he got there,” Briles says. “Our 
depth is really good up front. We feel like we've 
got eight guys, and maybe more, that are really 
capable.” At the inside spots, a rotation of sen- 
iors Tracy Robertson and Nicolas Jean-Baptiste 
and juniors Kaeron Johnson and Nick Johnson 
will have to take up the slack for departed All- 
Big 12 pick Phil Taylor. “Guys don’t come 
around that often that are that big and that 
light on their feet,” Briles says of Taylor. “But 
the guys that we have, they need to envision 
themselves as being every bit as dominant as 
Phil. Because if they don't, they don’t need to 
play.” 


LINEBACKERS A former high school safety 
who's played the last three years at outside 
linebacker, Elliot Coffey (6'0", 230) is not 
exactly your typical middle linebacker. But 
Briles says his defensive leader is “exactly what 
you look for” at the position. “He's intelligent. 
He's passionate. He's competitive. He’s hungry. 
He’s humble, And he’s talented.” Converted 
quarterback Brody Trahan was a surprise starter 
at weak-side linebacker coming out of spring, 
while sophomores Ahmad Dixon and 
LeQuince McCall were running 1-2 at the hy- 
brid nickel position that Bennett is using in a 4- 
2-5 look. Playing closer to the line than the 
safeties, the nickel backs will be used for every- 
thing from blitzing the quarterback to cover- 
ing receivers to providing run support. The 
spot is tailor-made for the 6'0", 200-pound 
Dixon, a high school All-America safety with 
loads of potential. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This might be the one 
area on the team where coaches are crossing 
their fingers and hoping for the best. In the 
mold of former All-Big 12 safety Jordan Lake, 
junior Mike Hicks and sophomore Sam Holl 
are both big hitters who will make any receiver 
nervous about coming over the middle. 
“They're just cough guys that are intelligent and 
love the game of football,” Briles says of the 
first-year starters. Junior college transfer Josh 
Wilson could also be a factor at safety, but he 
missed part of the spring with an injury. K_J. 
Morton, another junior college transfer, is listed 


KEY BEARS 


Robert Griffin, QB After missing most of the 
2009 season with knee injury, threw for school- 
record 3,501 yards and 22 TDs last year. 

Kendall Wright, WR Adding punt return duties 
will just give school’s all-time leading receiver 
even more chances to make big plays. 

Philip Blake, C Figures to be the second Cana- 
dian and Baylor's fourth offensive lineman 
drafted in as many years. 

Elliot Coffey, LB Originally recruited as a safety, 
Coffey makes the move from outside to middle 
linebacker and is “exactly what you're looking 
for,” Baylor coach Art Briles says. 

Tevin Elliott, DE Freshman All-American led the 
team with five sacks and nine tackles for a loss 
despite making just six starts. 


PHILIP BLAKE 


KEY LOSSES 


Danny Watkins, OT Canadian transplant and for- 
mer fireman was a solid two-year starter who 
earned All-Big 12 honors. 

Jay Finley, RB Broke single-game and season 
rushing records with 1,218 yards and 12 TDs. 
Phil Taylor, NG Former Penn State transfer 
earned All-Big 12 honors, boosted draft stock. 
Byron Landor, $ Consensus first-team All-Big 12 
honoree racked up a team-high 127 tackles. 
Derek Epperson, P Named to Ray Guy Award 
watch list each of his last three seasons. 


RISING STAR 


In his quest to get 
“our best 11 on the 
field,” defensive co- 
ordinator Phil Ben- 
nett moved high 
school All-America 
safety Ahmad 
Dixon (6'0", 200) to 
a hybrid nickel posi- 
tion that’s a cross 
between safety and 
linebacker. Dixon 
was one of six true 
freshmen to see the field last year, but made 
most of his 16 tackles on special teams. 


Gordon, Blake, Elliott: Chris Covatta 


2011 BAYLOR ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

11 Florence, Nick 
10 Griffin Ill, Robert 
14 Petty, Bryce 


RUNNING BACKS 

32 Bennett, Jacob 
24 Ganaway, Terrance 
8 Martin, Glasco 

21 Salubi, Jarred 

28 Willard, Brad 

4 Williams, Isaac 
48 Wolfe, Erik 


RECEIVERS 

83 Allison, Logan 
87 Coggan, Christian 
89 Draper, Thomas 
39 Goode, Connor 
Goodley, Antwan 
12 Gordon, Josh 
Jones, Darius 

26 LePak, jeff 

84 McClain, Travis 
82 Nathan, Terrance 
Norwood, Levi 
16 Reese, Tevin 
Sampson, Lanear 
22 Valdez, Michael 
86 Wetsel, Cody 
Williams, Terrance 
Wright, Kendall 


TIGHT ENDS 

81 Butler, Rhett 
20 Monk, Jerod 
18 Najvar, Jordan 
27 Swindoll, Bryan 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
75. Baker, Troy 

74 Blake, Philip 

64 Bonilla, Alex 
76 Burleson, Luke 
79 Griffin, Robert T. 
54 Huber, Stefan 
70 Jackson, Jake 
63 Jones, john 

71 Kauthold, Cameron 
62 Lyons, Cameron 
77 Palmer, Kelvin 
68 Richardson, Cyril 
61 Smith, Tim 

78 Wade, \vory 
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HT/WT 
6-1/195 
62/220 
63/220 
HT/WT 
5-6/175 
6-0/240 
6-1/210 
5-9/205 
6-0/225 
6-0/200 
6-1/250 
HT/WT 
511/160 
5-8/155 
63/200 
6-0/175 
5-10/205 
6-4/220 
510/185 
6-6/205 
6-1/185 
511/165 
6-1/185 
510/160 
511/195 
5-10/185 
511/195 
62/195 
5-10/190 
HT/WT 
62/225 
6-4/250 
6-6/260 
62/230 
HI/WT 
6-6/300 
62/315 
6-2/285 
6-6/300 
6-6/335 
6-5/285 
63/295 
6-4/305 
6-4/310 
62/310 
6-4/270 
6-5/315 
6-4/285 
6-4/295 


HOMETOWN 
Garland, 1X 
Copperas Cove, IX 
Midlothian, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Arlington, TX 
DeKalb, TX 

Round Rock, TX 
Waco, TX 

Cedar Park, TX 

Los Angeles, CA 
The Woodlands, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Frisco, TX 
Midland, TX 
Dallas, 1X 
Henderson, TX 
Midland, TX 
Houston, TX 
Marshall, TX 
Belton, TX 
Weatherford, TX 
Edgard, LA 
Woodway, TX 
Temple, TX 
Mesquite, TX 
Humble, TX 
Hubbard, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Pittsburg, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Flower Mound, TX 
Wylie, TX 
Spring, TX 
Miami, FL 
HOMETOWN 
Waco, TX 
Toronto, ON 
Abilene, TX 
Allen, TX 

Euless, TX 
Nederland, TX 
Southlake, TX 
Cedar Hill, TX 
Friendswood, TX 
Cypress, TX 
Dallas, TX 

Fort Worth, TX 
Baytown, TX 
Dickinson, TX 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
51 Dial, Kedrick 

92 Edwards, Jared 
18 Elliott, Tevin 

57 Hall, Josh 

90 Jean-Baptiste, Nicolas 
49 Johnson, Kaeron 
97 Jones, Dominique 
46 Lee, Clarence 

11 Lloyd, Terrance 
48 Lorick, Aaron 

10 Mason Jr, Gary 
31 McAllister, Chris 
91 Park, Kevin 

99 Roberts, Jeramie 
13 Robertson, Tracy 
96 Scotton, Zac 

93 Watson, Sean 


LINEBACKERS 

26 Chadwick, Rodney 
4 Coffey, Elliot 

6 Dixon, Ahmad 
44 Hager, Bryce 

58 Kelly, Charles 

1 Kent, Prince 

19 McCall, LeQuince 
56 Quinn, Chris 

43. Rice, Reggie 

45 Ritchey, Matt 

47 Singletary, Robert 
15 Trahan, Brody 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

34 Benenoch, Josh 
2 Blaylock, Romie 
9 Casey, Chance 

32 Copeland, Tuswani 
17 Hicks, Mike 

25 Holl, Sam 

29 Mitchell, Kevin 
23 Moore, Anthony 
30 Reese, Keller 

24 Robinson, T.C. 
27 Stephenson, Tyler 
28 Veal, Marcus 


SPECIALISTS 

43 Jones, Aaron (K) 

41 Lye, Kolton (K) 

65 Northern, Zach (LS) 
40 Parks, Ben (Kk) 

34 Santa Cruz, Marcus (LS) 
42 Winkler, Chris (K) 


63/250 
6-4/310 
6-4/275 
6-6/270 
62/290 
HT/WT 
6-0/230 
6-0/230 
6-0/200 
61/225 
510/215 
62/210 
6-1/220 
6-0/230 
511/225 
63/220 
62/225 
511/215 


HI/WT 

58/190 
5-9/175 
511/185 
510/170 
511/195 
6-1/195 
511/165 
6-2/210 
6-0/195 
5-10/185 
511/165 
62/210 


HT/WI 
63/180 
6-1/175 
6-1/265 
6-1/210 
63/230 
5-9/165 


HOMETOWN 
Sulphur Springs, TX 
Mansfield, IX 
Mount Pleasant, TX 
Houston, IX 
Stafford, 1X 

Cuero, IX 

Midwest City, OK 
Jefferson, TX 
Houston, TX 
Kerrville, TX 
Waxahachie, TX 
Converse, TX 
Austin, IX 

Garland, TX 
Houston, IX 
Houston, 1X 
Panama City, FL 


HOMETOWN 
Carthage, TX 
Sugar Land, TX 
Waco, IX 
Austin, TX 
Hewitt, IX 
Norcross, GA 
San Antonio, TX 
Beaumont, IX 
Houston, TX 
Big Spring, TX 
Kingwood, TX 
Dickinson, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Katy, TX 

Cedar Hill, TX 
Crosby, TX 
Lawton, OK 
China Spring, TX 
Katy, TX 

Round Rock, TX 
Converse, TX 
Fort Worth, TX 
Abilene, TX 
Lancaster, TX 
Stafford, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Crowley, TX 
Austin, TX 
Hewitt, TX 
Argyle, TX 
Phoenix, AZ 
Temple, TX 
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2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-6, 4-4 (BIG 12) 
Sept. 4 Sam Houston State W 
Sept. 11 Buffalo 
Sept. 18 at TCU 
Sept. 25 at Rice 
Oct. 2 Kansas 
Oct. 9 vs. Texas Tech 
Oct. 16 at Colorado 
Oct. 23 Kansas State 
Oct. 30 at Texas 
Nov. 6 at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 13 Texas A&M 
Nov. 20 Oklahoma 
Dec. 29 #illinois 

Dallas #Texas Bow! 


2010 RANKINGS 


rrreretet Zz -stzt sez rvs 
w 
& 
w 


Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 31.2ppg 6 36 
Rushing 194.6ypg 3 24 
Passing 280.7 ypg = 4 19 
Total 475.3 ypg 3 13 
Defense Per Game Big 12 National 
Scoring 30.5ppg 9 89 
Rushing 170.3 ypg 9 79 
Passing 265.1ypg 10 114 
Total 435.4ypg 10 104 

TO Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
0 0.00 6 55 

2010 

INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


Robert Griffin III 454 304 3,501 22 8 
Nick Florence = 12 xe F559 00 


RUSHING AlT YDS AVG TD 


Jay Finley 195 1,218 6.2 12 
Robert Griffin 149 635 4.3 8 
Terrance Ganaway 46 295 6.4 2 
Jarred Salubi 26 «215 «=—8.3 2 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Kendall Wright 78 952 12.2 7 
Tevin Reese 45 401 89 0 
Terrance Williams 43 484 11.3 4 
Josh Gordon 42 714 17.0 7 
KICKING: Aaron Jones, 19-27 FGs, 46-47 XPs, 
103 points 
TACKLES: Byron Landor, 127; Tim Atchison, 72 
SACKS: Tevin Elliott, 5; Antonio Johnson, 3 
INTERCEPTIONS: Prince Kent, 2 

Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Robert Griffin, QB 

BULK CARRIER 

None 

TOP TARGET 

Kendall Wright, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Josh Gordon, WR 

POSITION BATTLE - RB 

Terrance Ganaway vs. Jarred Salubi 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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HEAD COACH: Art Briles 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 15-22 (3 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 49-50 (8 years) 

CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Randy Clements, 
Philip Montgomery 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Phil Bennett 
LOCATION: Waco, Texas 

STADIUM: Floyd Casey Stadium (50,000) 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


as a backup safety and could also get a look at cornerback as 
well. Junior Chance Casey and sophomore Tyler Stephen- 
son both have starting experience at corner, but there is vir- 
tually no experienced depth behind them. Injuries at 
cornerback would be a problem. 


WHERE HAVE | SEEN THAT GUY? First-year 
defensive coordinator Phil Bennett has made 
the rounds in the coaching circles, making stops 
at 10 different schools in a 33-year career that 
began as a part-time assistant at Texas A&M in 
1979. Baylor is facing five of Bennett's former 
employers — A&M, TCU, Oklahoma, lowa State 
and Kansas State. A sixth, SMU, is scheduled to 
come to Waco for the 2012 season opener. 


BROTHER ACT Redshirt freshman receiver Levi 

Norwood, the son of associate head coach 

Seas Brian Norwood, is part of a rare breed of two- 

sport collegiate athletes. After spending his first 

ELLIOTT COFFEY Seti 5 a scout team receiver for the foot- 
ball team, the younger Norwood joined the 
basketball team shortly after the Texas Bowl. In 
his one appearance, the 6'1" guard was 1-of-2 
from the free throw line in two minutes of ac- 

tion in a non-conference game against Wayland 

Baptist on Feb. 15. Gabe, his oldest brother, 
played for George Mason's 2006 Final Four 
team and is currently playing pro basketball in 
the Philippines. Another brother, Jordan, played 
wide receiver at Penn State and is currently 
with the Cleveland Browns after a stint with 
the Philadelphia Eagles. 


NAIROBI BOUND Seniors Terrance Ganaway 
and Bryan Swindoll and juniors Jarred Salubi 
and Lanear Sampson are going back to Nairobi, 
Kenya, at the end of the spring semester as 
part of Baylor's 45-person Kenya Sports Ministry 
team. Joining them this year are redshirt fresh- 
men Bryce Petty and Troy Baker and former 
players Taylor Douthit and Andrew Judy. Among 
the possible projects for the trip are helping to 
rebuild homes in the slums of Mukuru, where a 
devastating fire in February left more than 
3,000 families displaced. “All those kids we 
worked with last year are homeless right now 
and have lost everything,” says Baylor Athletics 
Chaplain Wes Yeary, who's leading the trip. “So 
we'e kind of saying that we'll set aside some 
of these other things if we can actually partici- 
pate in helping them in rebuilding or getting 
back in a home again.” 

FROM QB TO LB How fare is it to see a line- 
backer holding on extra points and field goals? 
Sophomore Brody Trahan, who switched from 
quarterback to outside linebacker in the spring, 
was still being used as a holder for kicker 
Aaron Jones. The move worked out well for Tra- 
han, who went from fourth-string quarterback 


SPECIALISTS No pressure on incoming freshman punter 
Spencer Roth. All he has to do is replace a four-year starter 
who was named to the Ray Guy Award watch list each of 
the: last three years (Derek Epperson). “We didn't sign him 
to come in here and teach him how to punt,” Briles says. “We signed him to be our punter.” Kicker 
Aaron Jones was spectacular as a freshman, booting 19-of-27 field goals, and has range well beyond 50 
yards. Wright takes over the punt return duties and will give the Bears their first serious threat in many 


SCOUTING THE BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BAYLOR “Baylor is the most difficult team in the Big 12 to prepare for. They do so 
many unique things, especially on offense. But even defensively, they did some things that were a little differ- 
ent. They weren't really talented on defense, but they did some unique things. ... Texas and Texas ASM can’t 
sign everyone in Texas, and they have done a good job getting some athletes in there. ... Their wide receivers 
are so fast it’s freaky. They have big offensive linemen. They have looked like a different team in the past few 
years. They look like a Big 12 football team. ... With all that talent, they spread you out and put that skill in 
space. And what is the scariest is they have (eight) starters returning on offense. ... Robert Griffin is amazing. 
He would be good on any team in any system. He can throw it. He is a smart kid. Sometimes you question his 
toughness a bit. But 99.9 percent of the colleges in this country would want him. ... You can be good on de- 
fense at Baylor, but you have to willing to accept the fact that your defensive numbers aren't going to be 
great. You have to create turnovers and get the ball back from the offense. Are you going to give up some 
points? Yes. Are you going to give up some yards? Yes, The other team has the ball for so long.” 
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to the starting job at weak-side linebacker. 
“People didn’t know if | would play Division | 
football, but I’m here,” Trahan says. “| surely 
didn’t think Id be a linebacker, but I’m here 
and I’m enjoying it.” 

TATUM FLASH Incoming freshman running 
back B,J. Allen from Tatum, Texas, earned sec- 
ond-team all-state honors in football, rushing 
for 1,355 yards and 15 TDs last season. But he’s 
also making a name for himself in track, an- 
choring Tatum’s 4x400-meter relay team to a 
winning time of 3:23.62 at the prestigious 
Texas Relays in Austin. 


Chris Covatta 


2011 BAYLOR SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


Baylor's a long way from becoming “Offensive Line U.” But with offensive 
tackle Jason Smith having taken by the St. Louis Rams with the second over- 
all pick in the 2009 NFL Draft, center J.D. Walton starting last season as a 
rookie with the Denver Broncos and offensive tackle Danny Watkins selected 
by the Eagles in the first round of the 2011 Draft, it’s starting to pay off in 
fecruiting. 

Coach Art Briles, who made it clear from Day 1 that he was putting the bulk 
of his recruiting eggs in one basket, used nine scholarships to bring in line- 
men for both sides. 

“| haven't really studied the history, but | think you'd be hard-pressed to 
find a better defensive line and o-line than what we were able to sign,” he 
says. “These guys, on both sides of the ball, fit exactly what we were look- 
ing for. Defensively, high-motor guys, very physical, very tough, very intel- 
ligent, multiple-position guys. And then on offense — just big, physical, long 
quys that really have a presence.” 

Baylor’s 2009 recruiting class produced four starters on an offensive line 
that paved the way for the Bears’ first bowl game in 16 years. But half of 
that group came from the junior college ranks. 

That's why Briles is convinced that his all-freshman class of Spencer Drango, 
Desmine Hilliard, LaQuan McGowan and Pat Colbert might be the program's 
best “in a long, long time.” 

“I guess if you jogged them out of the room, (Drango) might be the first 
one to jog out,” Briles says of a 4-star recruit who was ranked the 15th-best 
lineman in the country by ESPN.com. “But I’m telling you, those other guys 
are men now. You talk about LaQuan, he may be the biggest guy in the 
state of Texas.” 

For the defensive line, mid-year enrollees Nick Johnson from Navarro Col- 
lege and Trevor Clemons-Valdez from Copperas Cove are part of a class that 
also includes Beau Blackshear from nearby Midway High School, Donald 
Bryant from Daingerfield and Suleiman Masumbuko from Euless Trinity. 


BY POSITION BY STATE 
Defensive LineMeN .......secsseeesseee Bie DP LATEXA Seas vcsiscssvesiisaiteetatsesucsstssncaisé? 


Defensive Backs Georgia... 
Tennessee 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


SPENCER DRANGO » OL « CEDAR PARK, TX 

Growing up in the shadows of Austin, Texas, Spencer Drango had been a 
Texas Longhorn fan for as long as he could remember. So when the Long- 
horns found themselves with an open scholarship and made a last-ditch ef- 
fort to get the 6'6", 285-pound lineman from Cedar Park (Texas) High School 
to switch his commitment from Baylor, you can understand why the coaches 
in Waco were just a little nervous. 

But to his credit, the 4-star recruit stuck to his guns and stayed with a 
commitment that he had made the summer before his senior year. 

“The great thing about Spencer Drango, first and foremost, is his loyalty to 
Baylor University and to our football program,” Baylor coach Art Briles says. 
“These guys had choices, good choices, and they chose to come to Baylor. 
That, to us, tells us we're moving in the right direction and we'te going after 
the right people.” 

Not only was Drango a first-team all-state pick in football, but he was also 
a strong inside threat for the Cedar Park basketball team. 

“Drango’s a guy that has a great presence about him,” Briles says. “He can 
slam a basketball any way you want it slammed.” 


B,J. ALLEN WR oO5'11"— 185 TATUM, TX 
Ranked No. 70 athlete in the nation and No. 90 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
Rushed for 1,355 yards and 15 TDs in ‘10; 1,700 yards and 22 TDs in ‘09. Won 
state title in 300-meter hurdles in as a sophomore. 


BEAU BLACKSHEAR DE 64" 270 WACO, TX 
Named Defensive Player of the Year by the Waco Tribune-Herald, District 8 Class 
4A MVP by Dave Campbell's Texas Football. Ranked No. 59 strong-side defensive 
end in the nation and No. 93 prospect in Texas by Rivals. Recorded 77 tackles, 
seven sacks, three forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries as a senior. 


KYLE BOYD BS Ort 225 MESQUITE, TX 
Named District 11 Class 5A co-Defensive MVP. Ranked No. 54 prospect in Texas 
by the Dallas Morning News. Recorded 116 tackles in ‘10. 


DONALD BRYANT DE 6'3" 240 DAINGERFIELD, TX 
Named third-team Class 2A All-State by the TSWA. Recorded 87 tackles, seven 
sacks, two forced fumbles and one defensive TD as a senior. 


TREVOR CLEMONS-VALDEZ OT 6'2" 265 COPPERAS COVE, TX 
Named District 12 Class 5A Defensive MVP. Ranked No. 45 defensive tackle in the 
country and No. 97 prospect in Texas by Rivals. Recorded 37 tackles, 6.5 sacks 
and three forced fumbles in ‘10; 42 tackles and three sacks in ‘09. 


PAT COLBERT OT 66". 275 KILGORE, TX 
Ranked No. 23 offensive tackle in Texas by TexasHSFootball.com. 

DEVANTE DAVIS 1B '6'2" 9195 DALLAS, TX 
Rated No. 77 area prospect by the Dallas Morning News. 

SPENCER DRANGO OT = 66" 285 CEDAR PARK, TX 


Ranked No. 23 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 29 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals, No. 20 offensive tackle in country by Scout. Named second-team All-Com- 
bine at 2010 U.S. Army National Combine, Best Offensive Lineman in Texas by 
Dave Campbell's Texas Football. 


DESMINE HILLIARD OT = 65" (286 DALLAS, TX 
Ranked No. 81 offensive tackle in the country by Scout. Finished third in discus 
at Class 4A state track and field championships in ‘10. 


JEMARCUS JOHNSON (B 6'0" = 170 LAGO VISTA, TX 
Ranked No. 10 cornerback in Texas by Dave Campbell's Texas Football and No. 
65 safety in the nation by Scout. Rushed for 1,453 yards, had 25 catches for 624 
yards, scored 30 total TDs (16 rushing, 12 receiving, 2 return); had five INTs as 
a senior. Named first-team All-District 25 Class 2A. 


NICK JOHNSON OT 6'2" 290 WACO, TX 
Navarro (Texas) College transfer. Ranked No. 3 JUCO interior offensive lineman 
by JCGridiron.com. Brother, Antonio, was All-Big 12 linebacker at Baylor. 


JONATHON LEE WR 6'3". 190 ALLEN, TX 
Ranked No. 42 wide receiver in the nation and No. 58 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Recorded 53 catches for 1,013 yards and 16 TDs in ’09; 38 catches for 708 
yards and eight TDs in '10. Named first-team All-District 8 Class 5A as a junior. 


SULEIMAN MASUMBUKO DT = 63": 280 EULESS, TX 
Named first-team Class 5A All-State, first-team All-Area by the Dallas Morning 
News. Ranked No. 36 defensive tackle in the-country by Scout. Recorded 106 
tackles, three sacks and one fumble recovery in ‘10. 


LAQUAN McGOWAN Of, 6168... °335 AMARILLO, TX 
Named first-team Class 1A All-State. Ranked No. 22 offensive tackle in Texas by 
TexasHSFootball.com. Won Class 1A state championship in shot put in ‘10. 

K.J. MORTON (B 510" = 185 = WARNER ROBINS, GA 
College of the Sequoias (Calif.) transfer. Registered 47 tackles, one sack and 
three INTs for 50 yards and one TO in ‘10. Ranked No. 97 CB in the nation by 
ESPN.com in ‘08. Won two Class AAAA state championships at Northside HS. 


SPENCER ROTH P 6'6" = 220 KNOXVILLE, TN 
Ranked No. 7 punter in country by Scout. Averaged 40.3 yards per punt in ‘10. 
JERMICHAEL SELDERS RB O5'11"—s 180 HOUSTON, TX 


Ranked No. 43 running back in the nation by Rivals. Rushed for 1,533 yards and 
23 TDs in ‘09; 1,114 yards and 13 TDs in ‘08. Suffered knee injury in ‘10. 


ANTHONY WEBB RB oO5S'11"—- 180 LA PORTE, TX 
Named District 21 Class 5A Offensive MVP. Ranked No. 16 running back in Texas 
by TexasHSFootball.com. Rushed for 1,509 yards and 21 TDs as a senior; 1,575 
yards and 12 TDs as a junior; 645 yards and seven TDs as a sophomore. 


DAVID WHITMORE S 6'2" 190 PORT ARTHUR, TX 
lowa Western CC transfer. Recorded 26 tackles and four INTs in '10. 
JOSH WILSON DB 6'0" 195 HUMBLE, TX 


Kilgore (Texas) College transfer. Recorded 68 tackles and three INTs in ’10. 
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Man on 
the Move 


Robert Griffin III has one speed — fast 
by Jerry Hill 


obert Griffin III does everything fast. 
R Sure, there’s the obvious, like earning track All-America 
honors and winning a Big 12 championship in the 400-meter 
hurdles, or rushing for 843 yards and 13 touchdowns as a true fresh- 
man. There have been few, if any, faster players at the quarterback 
position on the college level. 
But it hardly stops there. Think Doogie Howser, M.D.., 
with LeBron James and maybe a little John FE Kennedy 
mixed in for good measure. 
Griffin graduated from high school a semester 
early, earned his bachelor’s degree in political 
science in December at the age of 20 and has 
already broken 14 career records with the Bears 
— despite the fact that he’s just now entering 
his redshirt junior season. 
“T didn’t want to be here five years and get one degree, maybe two,” 


“We know we have to be dominant as an of- 
fense. Every time we get the ball, we need to 
score. ... (It’s) something we expect with all 
the talent we have on offense.” 

— Robert Griffin III 


says Griffin, who's working on a master’s in communications with a 
plan down the road to go to law school. “A lot of guys don't like school, 
and some of them do it just because it will get them where they want 
to be for athletics. But I know the life expectancy of a pro athlete is not 
very long, no matter what sport you're in. So you have to be able to do 
something else after it’s all said and done.” 

Depending on how the whole NFL thing works out for him, Grif 
fin has the kind of dynamic personality and Hollywood good looks 
that would make him an absolute beast in the political arena. The way 
he's attacked everything else, he would probably end up challenging 
the age requirement to be elected president (35). 

Why wait when you can have it now? 

That's what made the knee injury he suffered two years ago so ago- 
nizing. The 6'2", 220-pound ball of energy was sidelined just two- 
and-a-half games into the 2009 season with a torn ACL in his right 
knee and was forced to wait. For Griffin, there are few worse four-let- 
ter words in the English language than “wait.” 

“We're a family, and it’s like you can’t get in the house for a while,” 
Baylor coach Art Briles says of the long rehabilitation process. “For 
guys that have always been involved and always been at the forefront, 
it's devastating — not only physically, but mentally and emotionally.” 


Chris Covatta 


Griffins Chris Covatta; Briles: Margaret Bowles 


Taking the same aggressive approach that he 
does in life, sports and education, Griffin went 
to rehab three times per day for the first four 
months and came back “bigger, stronger and 
better,” Briles says. 

There were certainly those who doubted if 
Griffin would ever regain his _ electrifying 
speed. He quickly proved them all wrong. 

Ask 10 different people, and you'll probably 
get 10 different answers on the moment when 
they knew Griffin was “back.” There was the 
30-yard TD run against Sam Houston Strate in 
the 2010 season-opener; an amazing play in a 
55-7 win over Kansas, when he retrieved a 
shotgun snap 20 yards behind the line of scrim- 
mage, scrambled to his left and somehow threw 
back across the field for an 11-yard TD pass to 
Terrance Williams; or his 137-yard rushing ef- 
fort in a 31-25 victory at Colorado. 

But in the eyes of Griffin, there was no sin- 
gle moment during a breakout 7-6 season that 
ended with the Bears’ first bowl game in 16 
years. 

“You have to always believe,” says Griffin, 
who passed for a school-record 3,501 yards and 
22 touchdowns while adding 635 yards and 


Robert Griffin has emerged as one of the best quarterbacks in the nation. 
Last season, he led the Bears to their first bowl game since 1994. 


eight TDs on the ground. “So there is no ‘Tm 
back.’ I’m already here. I’m just doing what | 
normally do, and I’m going to be better at it. 
But if you ask (senior receiver Kendall Wright), 
Mr. Outspoken, he thought it was the Col- 
orado game. That's the first game I went over 
100 yards rushing. But I don’t think that was 
my coming out.” 

In a sense, the whole 2010 season was a com- 
ing-out party for Griffin and the Bears. Win- 
ning seven of its first nine games, Baylor was 
ranked 22nd in the nation and atop the Big 12 
South standings at 4—1 after the program's first 
win at Texas in 19 years. 

But like the rest of the team, Griffin strug- 
gled down the stretch in consecutive losses to 
the nationally ranked trio of Oklahoma State, 
Texas A&M and Oklahoma, and a frustrating 
38-14 meltdown in the Texas Bowl against IIli- 
nois. 

“We went 7-6, so we have to top what we 
did (on offense) last year so that we can win 11, 
12 games,” Griffin says. “That's the goal. We 
know we have to be dominant as an offense. 
Every time we get the ball, we need to score. 
And I don’t think the guys look at that as a lot 
of pressure, but just 
something we expect with 
all the talent we have on 
offense.” 

In two seasons as the 
starter at Copperas Cove 
High School, Griffin led 
the Bulldawgs to a 25-4 
record and back-to-back 
state championship game 
appearances while throw- 
ing for 3,357 yards and 
41 touchdowns with just 
nine interceptions. 

But since he was a po- 
tential Olympic hopeful 
in the hurdles, he was 
seen more as a running 
quarterback in the mold 
of a young Michael Vick. 

Briles was thinking the 
same thing until he saw 
Griffin at a University of 
Houston football camp in 
the summer before his 
senior season. 

“We knew he could 
run,” says Briles, who got 
Griffin to switch his com- 
mitment from UH to 
Baylor when he took the 
job in December 2007. “I 
had some friends of mine 
that coach in high school 
that had seen him run a 
couple of times, and they 
said, “Hey, you've got to 


“We knew he could run. 
Then I found out he played 
quarterback, which 


intrigued me even more. 
And then when he came 
to our camp in Houston 
and I saw him throw, 

I thought, “Wow, we've 
got to hide this guy.” 


— Baylor coach Art Briles 


look at this guy.’ Then I found out he played 
quarterback, which intrigued me even more. 
And then when he came to our camp in Hous- 
ton and I saw him throw, I thought, “Wow, 
we've got to hide this guy.’ I knew that if he got 
out there, he would be a hard one to hold on 
to.” 

That could be a problem facing Briles again 
after this season. With a degree in hand and en- 
gaged to be married, Griffin could take his tal- 
ents to the NFL next year rather than wait 
around for a fifth year. There's that ugly word 
again — wait. 

“T just want to be the best I can possibly be 
before I leave,” Griffin says. “I know Coach 
Briles is saying I'll definitely be here for two 
more years. He tells me that all the time. And 
honestly, I have no problem with that. It’s just 
whatever God has for me in the future. If He 
tells me to stay for another year, and I’m sure 
Baylor fans would be happy about that, then 
I'll stay for another year.” 
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NATIONAL I £ lowa State returns to a bowl game after a year’s hiatus, it certainly will have earned Wy 201 11 SCHI EDUL = 


FORECAST } it. Not only are the Cyclones dealing with a schedule that now includes the entire Bi > 
us fy 12 Conference — and non-conference games against Iowa and reigning Big East Sept. 3 Northern lowa 
at FF; ~ champion Connecticut — but they also have significant losses on the offensive side Sept. 10 lowa 
s of the ball to deal with. Sept. 16 at Connecticut 
2 e. Three-year starting quarterback Austen Arnaud and his trusted center Ben Lamaak, an Oct. 1 Texas 
NFL-caliber offensive lineman? Gone. Same goes for tailback Alexander Robinson, who Oct 8 at Baylor 
rushed for 2,141 yards the past two seasons, and the team’s two leading pass-catchers, in- 0 ct. 15 at Missouri 
cluding tight end Collin Franklin, who was tied for second nationally for receptions at his = 2S . 
position. Oct. 22 Texas ASM 
The Cyclones have their work cut out for them, especially with the quarterback battle Oct. 29 _ at Texas Tech 
between Jerome Tiller and junior college transfer Steele Jantz unsettled heading into the start Nov. 5 Kansas 
of camp in August. Nov. 12 at Oklahoma 


Nov. 18 Oklahoma State 


2011 PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-7 BIG 12 Nov. 26 at Kansas State 


BIG 12 The Cyclones just missed out on a bowl last season, and making a postseason appearance in 2011 a 
PREDICTION will depend heavily on revamping the offense — especially with the departures of quarterback 7 


Austen Arnaud and running back Alexander Robinson. However, quarterback Jerome Tiller (assum- 
r ing he wins the job) and running back Shontrelle Johnson have experience and showed potential in 
> limited work. The new Big 12 could make it more difficult for the Cyclones to become bowl-eligi- 
e ble, but don’t count out a Paul Rhoads’ team from pulling off an upset or two. 


7 There are holes on the defensive side, but for a team that wasn’t very explosive even with 
“t) those standout players — the Cyclones only had 32 plays of 20 yards or more (112th in 
T=, the nation) and finished 99th nationally in total offense — identifying playmakers will be 
J the most critical task. 
~.| Talent is there; it’s just unrealized. For now. “I do think we are going to have more peo- 
| ple on the field who can make big plays or turn a short gain into a long gain,” offensive co- 
) ordinator Tom Herman says. 


«| QUARTERBACKS With Arnaud gone, it appeared Tiller was next in line for the starting job. 
J But coaches found Jantz at City College of San Francisco, where he led his team to an 11— 
1 record and accounted for a combined for 3,676 total yards and 37 touchdowns. Fourteen gl 
‘al of those scores and 601 yards came on the ground. Jantz was able to enroll early and par- 
ticipate in spring practice. “He did not come in and try to make waves,” coach Paul Rhoads 
) says. “He blended in and proved his work ethic to his teammates. ... He's got a certain 
way he carries himself that the players have gravitated towards.” Tiller has started three 
games during his career in Ames. His one victory was ISU’s landmark 9-7 win over Ne- 
braska in 2009. Tiller is very athletic but hasn’t yet put all the pieces together to cement 
his standing as the No. 1 guy. He needs to be a more accurate passer in this fast-paced 
spread offense. Redshirt freshman Jared Barnett and sophomore James Capello also are in 
the mix, but it likely is a two-horse race. All four players are athletic and can be produc- 
tive with both their arms and feet. A decision won't come until deep into preseason prac- 
tice, perhaps not even until the week of the season opener Sept. 3 against Northern Iowa. 


RUNNING BACKS Coaches had a feeling Shontrelle Johnson would make an impact 
as a true freshman. They are just as confident he'll stand out this season if he wins the 
starting tailback job —as is expected. Johnson is speedy and shifty, at 5'9", 180 pounds. 
Irll be tough to average 6.2 yards per carry again with the increase in touches he'll see, 

but Johnson is a threat to break one every time he touches the ball. He’s got some com- 

petition for playing time with sophomores Jeff Woody and James White and redshirt — 
freshman Duran “Duck” Hollis. Woody played some last year and is in the hybrid tail- © 
back/fullback mold. The 232-pound battering ram will be used a lot in short-yardage and ~ 
goal line situations. Don't be surprised to see the backs — Johnson especially — split out 
wide and utilized as receivers in space. 


TER‘RAN BENTON 


lowa State’s longest pass from 
scrimmage last season was 39 
= RECEIVERS The Cyclones need the Darius boys, Darks and Reynolds, to come up big at yards. The Cyclones were the 
what probably is the team’s weakest position. Darks’ best season came when he was a fresh- only team in the Big 12 with- 
man. Now a senior, he'll be counted on to stay healthy and productive. Reynolds, also a out a pass play longer than 40 yards. 
senior, is the team’s biggest down-the-field threat. His speed can stretch defenses, but he 
needs to get open. Josh Lenz has shown he can make things happen when he catches the 
ball. He caught 14 passes for 170 yards and two touchdowns last season. Those numbers E_VEI 
need to double, at least. Newcomers and previously unused targets like Donnie Jennert, ot na 
Jarvis West, Albert Gary and Aaron Horne need to show their talents. Junior Kurt Ham- 7 


merschmide has big shoes to fill at tight end, where last season Franklin led the team with 2 
54 catches. : 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN There's no such thing as too much depth, especially along the of- H 

z 


fensive line. ISU coaches have several capable bodies and aren't going to be afraid to use 2 ee 
them this fall. “You rarely see significant substitutions, but I think we'll be in a position to 


2006 = 2007 2008 = 2009 2010 
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JOWA STATE LB 


t} iJ, stay fresh throughout the course of games,” 
OFFENSE (5) Rhoads says. One spot that won't see much 


WR 6 Darius Darks (Sr.) 3 Aaron Home (Ji) change is left tackle, where 2010 honorable ust : 

WR 7 Darius Reynolds (st) _12 Donnie Jennert (So.) mention All-Big 12 pick Kelechi Osemele is Jake Knott, LB Second-team All-Big 12 in first 
WR 19 JoshLenz (jr) ST Jarvis West (Fr) the anchor and blind-side protector. He'll have season as a starter; Cyclones need him to be as 
Ui 7aifelece Soames (5) 5 Kyle Lichtenberg (50) "_ a fresh face next to him with either Ethan productive in 2011. 

16 64 Ethan Tuftee (So.) 73 shaban Dika (fe) | Tuftee, Shaban Dika or Ben Loth at guard. 4 Klein, B Ranked seventh in the Big 12 in 
C__ 67 Sam Tautolo (jc) _74 Tom Farniok (Ft) Redshirt freshman Tom Farniok was the No.1 _ tackles (111) and had a pair of interception re- 
RE ated A) Sh sper 0) center in the spring, but junior college transfer turns for scores. 

RT 79 Brayden Burs Jc) _69 Kyle Lichtenberg (50) Son Taustolo could overtake bins forche erste, Kelechi Osemele, it Had a somewhat disap- 
TE__ 86 Kurt Hammerschmidt (jr) Ernst Brun (Jt) sno toby as TOCA rd pointing 2010, but the 6'6", 354-pound left 

QB 11 Jerome Tiller (Jc) 2 Steele Jantz (jr) ing JOD as the SYCones attempr fo rep ace the tackle is hard to get around and harder to get 


RB 21 Shontrelle johnson (So) 32 Jeff Woody (So) versatile Lamaak, the leader of the line last sea- 


e son. The right side appears set with Hayworth SAIN OW ta a 


DEFENSE (7) Hicks and Brayden Burris, both of whom were er Ren Renton, SS payed aie pee heen 
DE 48 Jacob Lattimer (Sr) 91 Patrick Neal (Sr) ceartons alk tee ceaaar ner spots last year. He'll probably end up at 
DT 90 Cleyon Laing (J) 94 Jake McDonough (Jt. strong safety this fall he 

NG 97 Stephen Ruempolhamer (Sr.) Henry Simon (Jc) = DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Experience isn't an issue Darius Darks, WR Cyclones need this senior to 
DE 38 Roosevelt Maggitt (jr) 31 Rony Nelson (jr) = with this group. It just needs to improve its per- return to his freshman form, when he caught 
O18 47 A. Klein Jr.) 29 Adrian Bennett (Fr) formance, most notably in the pass-rushing de- 49 passes for 47 yards. 

MLB 45 Matt Tau'fo‘u (Sr) 7 Jeremiah George (So.) partment. The Cyclones had only 11 

OLB 20 Jake Knott (Jc) 55 Jevohn Miller (Fr) quarterback sacks last season, fewest in the Big 

(8 23 Leonard Johnson (St) __4 Anthony Young (St. 12. Pressuring the passer needs to happen with 

(8 _5 Jeremy Reeves (Jr. 2 Jansen Watson (So) more frequency. “We take that personally,” 

SSA ei Per Rane (eae eee eS) nose guard Stephen Ruempolhamer says. 


FS 10 Jacques Washington (S0.) _26 Deon Broomfield (S0.) “Everybody has to rush the passer.” That will 


SPECIAL TEAMS fall on him and ends Jacob Lattimer, Roosevelt 
K 21 Grant Mahoney (St) __—_~KR 23 Leonard Johnson (Sr.) Maggitt, Patrick Neal and Rony Nelson. Lat- 
P 13 Kirby Van Der Kamp (So.) PR 19 Josh Lenz (Jr) timer had a team-high four sacks last season. 

> Nelson was forced to redshirt because of Big 12 
eligibility rules and is expected to have an im- 
pact as a pass-rusher off the edge. Newcomers 
Henry Simon, a 300-pound junior college 
transfer, and highly regarded freshman Quin- 
ton Pompey could work their way onto the 
field at the inside spots. Returning players like 
Cleyon Laing and Jake McDonough will have 
to show they've improved in order to keep 
their spots in the rotation. 


This is the Cyclones’ most 
stable position, with juniors Jake Knott and AJ. KLEIN 
AJ. Klein running the show. The two com- 
bined for a staggering 241 tackles last year in 
their first season as starters. They'll be counted 
on again to lead the way, and hopefully pro- 
duce similar takeaway numbers with intercep- 
tions and forced fumbles. Matt Tau’fo’ou, if he 100-yard games (13). 
can stay healthy and out of trouble, is the guy —__¢ojfn Franklin, TE Tied for second nationally in 
at middle linebacker after missing the second receptions for a tight end. 
half of 2010 with a broken leg. Look out for —_gen tamaak, ¢ The most versatile lineman on 
sophomore Jeremiah George, who played some the team will be missed. 
last year as a true freshman. Jevohn Miller _payid sims, ss Hard-hitting safety was the most 
hopes to do the same this fall in his first season. intimidating player in the secondary. 

Miller enrolled early in time for spring practice 
and has the athletic skills to at least be a con- 
tributor on special teams. 


Austen Arnaud, QB Finished with 8,044 total 
yards and 57 total touchdowns (42 passing). 
Alexander Robinson, RB A-Rob ended his career 
fourth among ISU backs in yards (3,309) and 


Running back Shontrelle johnson averaged 
DEFI Cornerback should be set 6.2 yards per carry last year as a true fresh- 
with second-team All-Big 12 pick Leonard man and wowed 
Johnson, Jeremy Reeves and Anthony Young folks with scoring 
splitting time. Safety is ISU’s trouble spot with runs of 61 and 33 
the graduation of its top three players. The ver- yards that show- 
satile Ter Ran Benton is making the transition cased both his 

to strong safety, which shouldn't be a problem. speed and open 
Benton arrived as a cornerback, moved to out- field elusiveness. 
side linebacker and nickel back the last two with a ee 
years and now is learning yet another position. Ee 2 = i ne 
At free safety the choice is either Jacques Wash- STORE te a 
ington or Deon Broomfield. Washington to- Ait P 
taled 12 tackles last year in spot duty and has ‘ 
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Benton, Darks: Mike McGinnis; Johnson: Brian Ebner 


site 2011 IOWA STATE ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-7, 3-5 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS H/T CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN H/Wt HOMETOWN Sept. 2 Norther Illinois = W 27-10 
16 Barnett, Jared 6-0/200 Fr. Garland, TX 62 Jensen, Brandon 6-4/280 Ft. Ankeny, 1A Sept. 11 at lowa Css 
8 Bueker, Brett 6-4/237 Jr Bettendorf, 1A 92. Krick, Austin 6-2/246 it. Clinton, IA Sept. 18 #vs. Kansas State L 20-27 
14 Capello, james 6-0/202 So. Lebanon, PA 99 Krumrei, Nate 510/215 Ft. Allen, 1X Sept. 25 Northern lowa W 27-0 
18 Gent, Ryan 62/193 So. Wellman, 1A 90 Laing, Cleyon 6-4/282 jt. Edmonton, AB Och 2 Tes Tech Wo 52-38 

2 Jantz, Steele 63/26 It Agoura Hills, CA 48 Lattimer, Jacob 63/245 Sr. Fort Scott, KS Pe Bs 

7 Sleeper, Wes 63/193 Ft Solon, 1A 38 Maggitt, Roosevelt 62/283 ft. Riviera, FL | «Oct. 9_“Utah L 27-68 
11 Tiller, Jerome 62/200 Jr. San Antonio, TX 94 McDonough, Jake 65/289 ff. Urbandale, 1A = Oct. - 16 at Oklahoma l 0-52 
RUNNING BACKS HT /MT a HOMETOWN 93 Moore, Aaron 6-3/; 250 So. Frisco, TX Oct. 23 at Texas W 28-21 
24 Hollis, Duran 5-9/203 Fr. Fort Worth, TX 91 Neal, Patrick 6-0/247 St. West Des Moines, iA Oct. 30 Kansas W 28-16 
21 Johnson, Shontrelle 5-9/180 So. Deland, FL_ 31 Nelson, Rony 61/235 It Miami, FL Wan) fetches L(at) 30-31 
29 Leo, Tyler 6-0/204 Fr. Ankeny, 1A 97 Ruempolhamer, Stephen 63/288 Sr. Tulsa, OK : 

8 White, James 5-8/181 $0. Dallas, TX 50 Scott, Willie 6-2/215 So. Orlando, FL Nov. 13 at Colorado L 14-34 
37 Woods, Walkerlee 5-11/201 So. Waukee, 1A 67 Sjoblom, Kody 61/239. State Center, IA Nov. 20 Missouri L 0-14 
32 Woody, jeff 6-0/232 So. Pleasant Hill, 1A 95 Woods Ill, Walter 6-0/293 So. Palmdale, CA sansas Cty 

96 Zinnel, Paul 63/218 Ft. Boone, IA 
ae ll os peste LINEBACKERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 

9 Blanton Jr, Keith 6-0/201 . land, TX 

ee Ves Sil _ oes 29 Benet Adrian Be Ft boston 2010 RANKINGS 
88 Dinkins, Ben 6-0/185 So. Hollywood, FL 59 Gall, Nolan 63/226 Ft. Dubuque, !A ; : 

19 Fisher, Ben ath Fr. Von Meter 1A__7 George, Jeremiah 511/222 So, Clearwater, FL Offense Per Game _Big 12_ National 
18 Gaty, Albert 510/194 So. Ocala, FL 49 Kitpes, Car 63/242 So. West Des Moines,1A | —-Scofing 217ppg 117 

3 Horne, Aaron 5-9/167 Jr. Oakland, CA 47 Klein, AJ. 61/244 ft Kimberly, WI Rushing —143.2ypg 872 
12 Jennert, Donnie 67/216 So. Saint Cloud, FL 20 Knott, Jake 62/243 ft Waukee, IA Passing 174.3 ypg 10 8995 
84 Klacik, Michael 5-10/179 St. West Des Moines, 1A 19 Mattison, Floyd 5-10/200 Fi. Katy, X | Total 317.4 ypg 11 99 
19 Lenz, Josh 60/196 Jr. Dubuque, 1A 27 Morgan, CJ. 62/201 FF. Frostproof, FL , . 

36 Mulcahy, Patrick 65/212 Jt Dyersville, A 39 Morton, Matt 6-0/207 ff. erm a erence PerGame Big 12 National 
21 Petersen, Tyler 63/183 J Huxley, 1A 45. Tau‘fo'ou, Matt 511/243 Sr, San Catlos, CA Scoring 288ppg 7 76 

7 Reynolds, Darius 62/206 St. Woodbridge, VA 58 Weaver, Jared 511/215 Ft. Moville, 1A Rushing 186.3 ypg 10 93 
31 Van Dyke, Matt 5-9/157 Jr. West Des Moines, |A DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WI a HOMETOWN Passing 221.9 ypg = 6 64 

1 West, Jarvis 57/161 F._~—St. Petersburg, FL_ 32 Ahrendt, Cody 6-0/209 Ft Sioux City, 1A Total 408.3 ypg 7 87 
15 Young, chris 511/188 Jt Austin, TX 22 Benton, Ter'Ran 6-0/207 St, Arlington, TX TO Maral PF Gane =.Bla 12 ‘National 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT tL HOMETOWN 12 Boyer, Wes 6-0/187 So. Cedar Falls, 1A 203 3 +0.50 7 30 
82 Branderhorst, Reid 6-4/244 St, Fort Dodge, IA 17. Brooks, Earl 5-10/196 St. _—_ Deerfield Beach, FL ; 

35. Ewald, Vince 6-6/237 Jt. Taylor Ridge, IL 26 Broomfield, Deon 6-0/192 So. Palm Bay, FL 
86 Hammerschmidt, Kurt 6-6/260 Jr. Chesterfield, MO 42 Fountain, Tahaun 59/188 Jt. Des Moines, IA 
81 Howard, Ricky 63/248 Sr. Hesperia, CA 24 Givens, Durrell 511/204 ft. Long Beach, CA 2010 


89 Richardson, Pierce 6-4/227 Fr. Burbank, CA 33. Gregg, Gary 6-0/196 So. Fredericktown, OH IND ST, TS 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN WWE CL womerown 36 Hawley, Jace ada ede IVIDUAL STA 


79 Burtis, Brayden 6-6/276 Jr. Wichita, KS i Henael Leonatd ae - aa ood PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
71 Bykowski, Carter 67/298 If. Eden Prairie, MN pein / It uleD, Austen Arnaud 290 171 1,703 13 10 
y ; aeffer, Gage 511/196 FF. Eden Prairie, MN 
57 Caspers, Jon 65/283 fr. Bird Island, MN 8 Thomas, Matthe 59/164 fi Lancaster, TX JeromeTiller 82 39 363 1 O 
70 Davis, Drew 68/342 It Dubuque, A 45 rhe sa ud Ae i ais aH 
73. Dika, Shaban 65/298 Fr. San Antonio, TX eshington, Jacques: (60/209 50. Bs RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
74 Farniok, Tom 63/270 Ft. Sioux Falls, so. 2 Watson, i 59/176 So. Kissimmee FL Alexander Robinson 202 946 47 9 
65. Gannon, Jacob 6-6/289 FF. towa city, IA 4 Young, Anthony 58/169 St Ontario, CA 
Austen Araud 103 287 28 2 
78 Graham, Bob 6-5/276 Fr. Jenks, OK SPECIALISTS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
75 Hicks, Hayworth 63/332 Sr. Palmdale, CA 90 Amundson, Mitch (K) 511/196 Fr. Sioux City, 1A Shontelle johnson 35 218 +=6.2 2 
69. Lichtenberg, Kyle 6-6/275 So. Bettendorf, 1A 45 Behnkendorf, Andrew (P) 6-4/230 Jr. Algona, IA Jeff Woody 47 «191 «41 °«1 
56 Loth, Ben 6-5/309 FF. Chatsworth, CA 25. Guyer, Zach (K) 63/198 St. Urbandale, 1A 
60 Moran-Hoyne, Taimon  6-4/283 So. _—- Bloomington, MN 21. Mahoney, Grant (K) 6-0/180 Sr. Marion, IA RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
72 Osemele, Kelechi 6-6/354 Sr. Houston, IX 27 Romey, Michael (K) 6-6/200 Sr. Templeton, 1A Collin Franklin 54 530 98 3 
76 Spears, Zack 6-5/307 Sr. Arp, 1X 49 Thornton, Spencer (lS)  6-2/234 Ft. Marion, IA Jake Williams 35 404 11.5 4 
67 Tautolo, Sam 6-3/303 Jr Moreno Valley, CA 13 Van Der Kamp, Kitby (P) 6-4/198 So. West Des Moines, IA ; 
64 Tuftee, Ethan 6-4/310 So. Davenport, 1A 46 Zimmerman, Dakota (IS) 6-1/240 Sf. Wichita, KS Darius Darks 29355 12.2 1 


Alexander Robinson 26 201 7.7 1 
KICKING: Grant Mahoney, 8-17 FGs, 32-33 
XPs, 56 points 
TACKLES: Jake Knott, 130; A.J. Klein, 111 

_ SACKS: Jacob Lattimer, 4; 
Stephen Ruempolhamer, 2.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Jake Knott, 4; AJ. Klein, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Shontrelle Johnson, RB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
DeVondrick Nealy, RB 
TOP TARGET 

Darius Darks, WR 
BULK CARRIER 
Shontrelle Johnson, RB 
STOCK RISING 


DARIUS DARKS Jerome Tiley, 08 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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good size (6'0", 209) for the position. Rhoads is hoping to 
find some able bodies in the secondary during preseason 
camp. “You've got to have starters, but you have to come 
out of that position with depth and proven guys,” Rhoads 


ACH: Paul Rhoads 
OL: 12-13 (2 years) 
: 12-13 (2 years) 
TOR: Tom Herman 
S : Wally Burnham says. 
ION: Ames, lowa DEFIALICY 


/ 4 As has been the case historically for Cyclone 
:Jack Trice Stadium (55,000) 


kickers, consistency is the major issue facing Grant Mahoney. 
He was successful on seven straight field goals at one point 
last season, then proceeded to make only one of his final nine attempts, finishing 8-of-17 on the sea- 
son. Needless to say, Mahoney needs to do better. Punter Kirby Van Der Kamp hopes he can exceed 
his strong freshman season. Van Der Kamp ranked second in the league with a 45.2-yard average and 
dropped 22 punts inside the 20-yard line. Shontrelle Johnson returned kickoffs last season but is likely 
to stay away from those duties as his time in the backfield increases. Leonard Johnson, Lenz, Reynolds, 
Horne and West all are return candidates. Lenz will handle punt return duties again. He averaged 10.4 
yards per return and had a 62-yard score last season. 


( “| think te wil Be better without Austen Arnaud. They started to de- 
pend on him too sue | don't think he always went through his reads. He was tough as nails, and they believed 
in him. But they can be better without him. ... Their personnel is not good. It’s near the bottom of the league, 
with Kansas and Kansas State and Baylor. ... | don’t know who has done more with less than Paul Rhoads. Two 
years ago, the Cyclones got to a bowl game and last year they just missed. They beat Texas last year and the year 
before won at Nebraska. Those are huge wins for their program. ... It’s tough to win there. You are in the middle 
of nowhere. You don’t have any tradition. At least Kansas State has some tradition. lowa State is hard. You can 
win some. You can take junior college players and win some, if you can get some stuff to go together. But it’s 
hard to win consistently. ... The kids play hard for Paul Rhoads. They play really hard. They are a tough team. They 
want to play for him and they are well-coached. They are doing things the way they are taught. ... Part of the 
reason for Rhoads’ success has been the acquisition of defensive coordinator Wally Burnham. What he has done is 
simply amazing. The defense has carried this team despite not a great deal of talent.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


N Excitement, not fear, is the 
feeling i in getting to play all nine conference 
teams this season. With Nebraska and Col- 
orado gone to the Big Ten and Pac-12, respec- 
tively, it’s a true round robin instead of 
splitting divisions and rotating three of the six 
South opponents. “We take it as a challenge, 
but I'm real excited,” linebacker A.J. Klein 
says. “It’s going to be a great way to gauge 
our program.” 

: Steele Jantz may actually have 
ended up with the most normal first name in 
his family. Jantz’ father is named Foxx, who 
has a twin brother named Wolf and another 
brother named Stig. Steele has brothers 
named Truk and Brogan. “| guess it was my 
grandma,” Jantz says. “She started the trend 
and maybe my parents felt a little pressure to 
oe it going.” 

Who has big-play poten- 
tal for the Cyclone offense? They lost their 
top playmakers from a team that struggled to 
make big plays. Unfortunately, there’s only so 
much that can be done to foster the develop- 
ment of such players. “It goes back to those 
natural abilities that you recruit and the ability 
to make football plays,” coach Paul Rhoads 
says. 


5 : After averaging 28.6 points 
ina ‘a three- -game stretch vs. Big 12 foes, in- 
cluding 28 in a win at Texas and 30 in an 
overtime loss to Nebraska, lowa State scored 
a total of 14 points in its final two games —a 
34-14 loss at Colorado and a 14-0 home de- 
feat vs. Missouri. 


AT Jake Knott and A,). 
Klein hardly looked like sophomores and first- 
year starters in finishing in the top 10 in tack- 
les and earning All-Big 12 honors last season 
(Knott second-team and Klein honorable men- 
tion). With two seasons left to play, the line- 
backers have set the bar awfully high. “If that 
is expected of us, | think that’s a great expec- 
tation to live up to,” Klein says. 


\ Knott was suffering, 
niysicaity and mentally. A broken ulna bone 
in his right arm two days before the end of 
spring drills kept him from playing in the 
spring game and set up eight weeks of recov- 
ery. That was nothing compared to the agony 
he felt preparing for surgery. The junior line- 
backer had to go 20 hours without food or 
water. “It’s not something a guy my size re- 
ally likes to do,” he says. “So | was happy 
and just asking them to get the surgery over 
with so | could go and eat.” 


F Where's Ter’Ran Benton? The 
linebacker /cornerback/safety will be on the 
field somewhere this fall. It’s anyone’s guess 
where. Benton came in a corner, became a 
hybrid linebacker/defensive back in the nickel 
package and this year may end up at strong 
safety with ISU’s top three safeties from a 
year ago gone. 


Mike McGinnis 


2011 10WA STATE SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


In the short term, how quarterback Steele Jantz and a handful of junior col- 
lege transfers pan out will determine the success of this class. Looking down 
the road, it’s another year of building heading into Year 3 of the Paul Rhoads 
efa. 

The Cyclones added 24 players, with 16 coming from the talent-rich states 
of Texas (six), California (five) and Florida (five). Four were on campus for 
the spring semester and went through spring drills. 

City College of San Francisco wideout Aaron Horne is joining Jantz in Ames 
and could be a frequent target. Transfer Sam Tautolo is hoping to win the 
starting center spot, while true freshman linebacker Jevohn Miller just wants 
to get on the field somewhere. 

Late — and badly needed — additions on the defensive line were highly 
touted Quinton Pompey and transfer Henry Simon from Grossmont (Calif.) 
College. Simon should at the very least provide depth in the middle at nose 
or tackle. Another junior college signee from California, tight end Ernst Brun, 
could turn into a nice target in the passing game. 

Coaches love the two running backs in the class — DeVondrick Nealy and 
Rob Standard, who is the St. Louis-area’s all-time rushing leader with 7,799 
yards to go with a whopping 98 career touchdowns. 

Two — yes, two — Sam Richardsons signed with the Cyclones. One is a 
6'2", 195-pound quarterback from Winter Park, Fla. The other is a 5'7" de- 
fensive back from League City, Texas. The other quarterback in this class is 
Ja’Quarius Daniels, who almost had as many rushes (116) as pass attempts 
(122) as a senior. With his size (6'4", 218) Daniels is a good candidate for a 
position switch if it could be more of a help to the Cyclones. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION BY STATE 
Defensive Backs ........c:ssscsseecssseees AMP WeNaS aici tiarsrecureasmereed 6 
Wide RECCIVEIS.....sssccccssseescssseesesoes 4 California 


Defensive LineMeN .......sseccscsseeee 3 Florida .... 
Offensive Line Men .......sscsscssseeserees 3 lowa........ 
Quarterbacks ........csssessseessssesssseeees 3 Georgia... 
TIGMUGENGS: scccrsssscentcrecrorserseersvessstes 3 Missouri .. 
LIM@DACKELS ...sssssossecssseessnsesenseessess 2 Nebraska 
RUNMING BackS ......ssesccssssseesceerenees 2 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


JEVOHN MILLER * LB » BROOKLYN, IA 

Jevohn Miller might have had a chance at playing this season anyway. But 
by finishing his school work early at tiny B-G-M High School in Brooklyn, 
lowa, Miller was able to enroll at lowa State for the spring semester and par- 
ticipate in all 15 spring practices. 

“It’s going to help me in every way possible,” Miller says. “My recruiting 
class is going to come in and learn everything | already learned. I'm already 
a step ahead. It gives me a great chance to play, which | plan on doing.” 

Coaches really took notice of the 6'3", 236-pounder after a workout video 
of Miller sent by his high school coach showed him standstill jumping onto 
boxes four feet high. ISU’s Paul Rhoads termed the video “freakish” and 
from then on was intrigued by the kid, whose only other offers came from 
FCS schools South Dakota State and Illinois State. 

“\'m really glad | did that,” Miller says of his box-jumping exploits. “They 
get a bunch of (game) film from a bunch of different kids. I'm not sure my 
film stood out to them.” 

He finished his career with 349 tackles — 46 for a loss. As a senior, Miller 
tushed 85 times for 840 yards and 11 touchdowns. He also caught and threw 
for scores. Miller showed this spring he’s got a bright future, one that could 
begin very soon. “You get some kids who come in and they talk like they 
are better than what they are,” says linebacker Jake Knott. “He's the com- 
plete opposite. He’s humble and works hard and listens to everything. He'll 
definitely help this football program out.” 


JARED BRACKENS SOE, 22206 MESQUITE, TX 
Recorded 72 tackles and two INTs as a junior; 32 tackles as a senior. 

ERNST BRUN TE 6'3".—-222-~— STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 
Mt. San Antonio (Calif.) CC transfer. First-team All-American by the CCCFCA. 
QUENTON BUNDRAGE WR O6'1" 175 PALMETTO, FL 
Registered 70 catches for 1,225 yards and 15 TDs as a senior. 

DARIAN COTTON (B= 5'10" 175 = MOUNT PLEASANT, IA 


Ranked No. 5 prospect in lowa by Rivals. Had 57 tackles and two INTs as a jun- 
ior. Father, Marshall, played football at lowa; brother, Jordan, plays for Hawkeyes. 
BROCK DAGEL T Ny fe en CHEROKEE, IA 
Named first-team Class 2A All-State by the lowa Newspaper Association. 
Recorded 59 tackles and nine sacks as a junior. 

JA’QUARIUS DANIELS QB O64" — 218 AUSTIN, TX 
Passed for 809 yards and nine TDs, rushed for 719 yards and four TDs as a senior. 
TAD ECBY WR 6'1" 180 HOUSTON, TX 
All-Greater Houston by VYPE Magazine. Had 1,100 receiving yards, 17 TDs in 10. 
AARON HORNE wR O5'9" iN OAKLAND, CA 
San Francisco CC transfer. Named first-team All-American by the CCCFCA. Recorded 
51 catches for 1,176 yards and 12 TDs, with one kick return TD in ‘10. 

DAVID IRVING DE 67" 250 COMPTON, CA 
San Jacinto (Texas) JC transfer. Recorded 76 tackles, seven sacks, five forced fum- 
bles and four fumble recoveries; 19 catches for 298 yards and four TDs in '10. 
STEELE JANTZ QB 64" 212 AGOURA HILLS, CA 
San Francisco CC transfer. Named first-team All-American by the CCCFCA. Passed 
for 3,075 yards and 23 TDs, rushed for 601 yards and 14 TDs in ‘10. 

JAMISON LALK TE 6'5" 255 COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 
Ranked No. 8 prospect in lowa by Rivals. Named first-team Class 4A All-State by 
lowa Newspaper Association and the Des Moines Register. 

TEDDY LAMPKIN WR 5'8" 160 OMAHA, NE 
Ranked No. 4 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals. Named Nebraska Gatorade Boys 
Track and Field Athlete of the Year in ‘10. 

DEVIN LEMKE TE 64" 213 

Named first-team Class 2A All-State by the Des Moines Register. 
KENNETH LYNN (B 510" 170 DALLAS, TX 
Recorded 42 tackles and four INTs, returning three for TDs, as a senior. 

JEVOHN MILLER 1B 63" 236 BROOKLYN, 1A 
Recorded 121 tackles, four fumble recoveries and two defensive TDs; rushed for 
840 yards and 11 TDs in 10. Named District Defensive Player of the Year in ‘09. 
DeVONDRICK NEALY RB 510": 170 MONTICELLO, FL 
Ranked No. 7 all-purpose running back in nation by Rivals. Rushed for 2,743 
yards and 39 TDs as senior; 1,903 yards and 25 TDs as a junior. 


ALDEN, IA 


ONI OMOILE oT = 6'3"—— 262 COPPELL, TX 
Allowed zero sacks for 13-1 district champion Coppell HS in ‘10. 
QUINTON POMPEY DT JOS "295 PALMETTO, FL 


Ranked No. 41 DT in nation and No. 66 prospect in Florida by Rivals. Registered 
100 tackles, 12 sacks and one forced fumble as a junior; 62 tackles and 11 sacks 
as senior. Suffered knee injury in Manatee HS playoff opener in ‘10. 

SAM RICHARDSON QB 62" 195 WINTER PARK, FL 
Named Central Florida Offensive Player of the Year by Orlando Touchdown Club; 
first-team All-Orange County and All-Central Florida by the Orlando Sentinel, Passed 
for 2,742 yards and 34 TDs, rushed for 590 yards and five TDs as a senior. 

SAM RICHARDSON (By STE 168 LEAGUE CITY, TX 
All-Area by the Galveston County Daily News. Recorded 68 tackles as a junior. 
HENRY SIMON OT = 6'3"—- 300 CHULA VISTA, CA 
Grossmont (Calif.) College transfer. Recorded 5.5 sacks in '10. 

DONALD SMITH IB 6" (216 TAMPA, FL 
Registered 133 tackles, three forced fumbles, two fumble recoveries, two INTs, 
1.5 sacks and one defensive 1D in’10. Named first-team all-county as senior. 
ROBERT STANDARD RB 5'10" = 180 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Named Offensive Player of the Year by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Earned Jack 
Buck Award from Missouri Athletic Club. Ranked No. 11 prospect in Missouri and 
No. 53 running back in the nation by Rivals. Rushed for 2,355 yards and 26 TDs 
in 10; 2,821 yards and 39 TDs in ‘09; 2,350 yards and 29 TDs in ‘08. 

SAM TAUTOLO C 6'4" 305 MISSION VIEJO, CA 
Saddleback CC transfer. Father, John, played football at UCLA and in NFL. 
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NATIONAL urner Gill has the same Kansas football job, yet it’s a different Kansas football job. 


FORECAST. Entering his second season at KU, Gill is working for a different athletic director — 
Sheahon Zenger has replaced Lew Perkins, who hired Gill — and he is working in Sept. 3 McNeese State 
a new, and more challenging, Big 12 Conference. With a new round-robin sched- Sept. 10 Northern Illinois 
ule, the days of ducking Oklahoma and Texas some years are over. Sept. 17 at Georgia Tech 
But so, too, Gill hopes, are the days of losing to Kansas State by 52 points at home. “5 Oct. 1 Texas Tech 
: The honeymoon period is over, but fortunately so is the adjustment period. “It’s a big dif- Oct. 8 at Oklahoma State 
ference,” Gill says. “I understand where our team is at. I understand some areas we need Oct. 15 Oklahoma 
to improve in. I understand what our strengths are. Now you try to mesh that all together. : 
Last year I really had no idea until I got into some football games to see where we were at. Oct. 22 _ Kansas State 
Then on the run I had to make those adjustments. It's a lot easier to make those adjust- Oct. 29 _ at Texas 
ments now because we know our personnel that can get it done.” Nov. 5 at lowa State 


Nov. 12 Baylor 
Nov. 19 at Texas A&M 


Nobody is saying it, because it isn’t the kind of thing you say about 
freshmen in spring ball, but Brock Berglund is the favorite to be Kansas’ starting quarter- 


back. The freshman, who de-committed from Colorado to sign with the Jayhawks, is a Nov. 26 uel a3 
#Kansas City, 


BIG 12 
PREDICTION 


cocksure dual-threat athlete who chose Kansas in part because of the prospect of immedi- 
ate playing time. Those prospects are good, because Kansas returns only two quarterbacks 
who played in games last season, and neither of them played particularly well. Jordan Webb, 
a third-year sophomore, was KU’s most effective quarterback last season, when he threw 
for 1,195 yards, seven touchdowns and eight interceptions. He struggled with accuracy, and 
when he injured his shoulder, KU turned to Quinn Mecham, a junior college transfer who 
mostly played the role of game manager and lacks the physical tools of a Big 12 starter. 
Mecham says an offseason in the weight room has him stronger than he was last year, and 
both quarterbacks were better in the spring simply because they're more comfortable. 
“They had a little bit better command of what they wanted to do and how they wanted 
») to do some things,” Gill says. But with Kale Pick (who was the Week 1 starter in 2010) 
t having switched to wide receiver, there simply isn’t much competition for the job. 
Berglund graduated early and initially planned to join the Jayhawks for spring football 
but changed his mind and spent the spring back home in Colorado, meaning he'll have 
“et some catching up to do when fall practice begins. 


x~! 


KU was plenty pleased with James Sims last season. The freshman 
led the team in rushing (742 yards and nine touchdowns) with sort of a churning, bruis- 
ing, physical running style that gave the Jayhawks a nice body punch. But Gill is look- 
ing for knockouts. Sims still figures to get the majority of the carries for the Jayhawks 
this year, but Gill’s first full recruiting class at Kansas was all about speed, and nowhere 
did that show up more than at the running back spot. A pair of freshmen backs, Dar- : 
rian Miller and Anthony Pierson, were two of the biggest stars in the recruiting class, ~~ DAYMOND PATTERSON 
and at least one of them (most likely Miller) is expected to play immediately. KU also re- 


turns Brandon Bourbon, a speedy 208-pounder who redshirted last season, and Rell Lewis, 


a scatback who missed last season with an injury. Gill has said all along he wanted a “home Kansas was ahead at halftime just 
run hitter” in the backfield, and if one of the newcomers shows that ability, the running twice last season, the first in a 
back spot will be perhaps KU’s strongest position group. 42-16 romp over New Mexico 
State, the second a 9-7 halftime 
This group certainly passes the airport test. Kansas has a group of receivers who lead at lowa State, a game Kansas lost 


are tall and rangy and athletic. It’s just that none of them has ever really done anything. The 
most accomplished of the group is maybe the least physically imposing. Daymond Patter- 
son, a 5'9" slot receiver, caught 60 passes for 487 yards last year. Nota bad season for a slot 
receiver. Not a good season for a guy who led the team. Teaming him with D.J. Beshears, 
another jitterbug, gives the Jayhawks a couple of nice options for bubble screens and swing 
passes, but KU needs a vertical threat neither of those guys can provide because of their size. 
The most likely candidate for that is Chris Omigie, a 6'4" sophomore who starred in last 
year’s spring game but got little playing time as a redshirt freshman, when he caught seven 
passes. Christian Matthews and Pick, a pair of converted quarterbacks, created some buzz 
during spring ball, though Matthews is more of a deep threat. Tight end Tim Biere returns 
after catching 19 passes for 228 yards and a team-leading four touchdowns. True fresh- 
man JaCorey Shepherd looks physically ready but is a redshirt candidate. 


Herson: Chris Covatta 
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DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 83 Chris Omigie (So.) 


WR 15 Daymond Patterson (St.) 
WR 12 Christian Matthews (So.) 


IT 74 Jeff Spikes (jr) 
LG 69 Trevor Marrongelli (Jr.) 


€ 77 Jeremiah Hatch (st) 


RG 67 Duane Zlatnik (Jr.) 
RT 72 Tanner Hawkinson (jr.) 
TE _ 86 Tim Biere (Sr.) 

QB 16 Brock Berglund (Fr.) 
1B 29 James Sims (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 35 Toben Opurum (jr) 
DT 92 Patrick Dorsey (Sr.) 
DT _ 97 Richard Johnson (Sr) 
DE 96 Keba Agostinho (So.) 
WLB 34 Huldon Tharp (So.) 
MLB 39 Darius Willis (So.) 


SLB 52 Steven Johnson (Sr.) 


(B33 Tyler Patmon (So.) 
(B 5 Greg Brown (jr. 


SS 24 Bradley McDougald (Jr.) 


FS 9 Keeston Terry (S0.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K __ 13 Ron Doherty (So.) 


P 19 Victor McBride (Fr.) 


20 DJ. Beshears (Jr.) 
7 Kale Pick (Jr.) 

88 Erick McGriff (So.) 
70 Gavin Howard (So.) 

53 Tom Mabry (So) 


53 Tom Mabry (So.) 


64 Randall Dent (So) 
65 Michael Martinovich (Sr.) 
__ 43 Ted McNulty (St) 


_2 Jordan Webb (So.) 


3 Darrian Miller (Fr.) 


_94 Tyrone Sellers (S0.) 
71 John Williams (jr.) 
__ 90 Kevin Young (So.) 
99 Julius Green (Fr.) 
57 Chea Peterman (Sr.) 
‘6 Steven Mestan (So.) 


___4 Prina Kande (So) 
19 Isiah Barfield (Sr.) 

__ 30 Anthony Davis (Sr) 
40 Ray Mitchell (Fr) 


1 Lubbock Smith (jr.) 


KR 20D). Besheats ()t.) 
PR 15 Daymond Patterson (Sr.) 


STEVEN JOHNSON 
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There is a long history 
of the offensive line being a piecemeal opera- 
tion at Kansas, and this season doesn’t appear to 
be an exception. KU lost two starters off last 
year’s team, though that was an ineffective line 
anyway. The encouraging part is that tackle Jeff 
Spikes returns from a season-ending injury and 
will enter fall camp as the favorite to play left 
tackle. Spikes started in both 2008 and ’09 be- 
fore injuring his leg last offseason. His return 
bumps Tanner Hawkinson to the right side and 
allows Jeremiah Hatch to man his natural po- 
sition at center. The guard spots are less settled, 
though hopes are high that Duane Zlatnik, a 
massive former defensive lineman, will make a 
big leap after experiencing his first offseason as 
an offensive lineman. Trevor Marrongelli, who 
started at right guard in KU’s first four games 
last year, returns from a season-ending injury 
and moves to left guard. This unit must im- 
prove if the offense has any hope of taking a 
significant step forward in 2010. 


The team’s best defen- 
sive lineman is really a running back, but 
Kansas is nonetheless expecting big things from 
Toben Opurum. At 6'1", 240 pounds, Opu- 
rum isa little stockier than most defensive ends, 
but with virtually no time to prepare he was 
thrust into the lineup midway through last sea- 
son and quickly became one of the team’s most 
effective defensive players, recording 21 tack- 
les in six games. Keba Agostinho, who played 
as a true freshman last year, returns at the 
other end, while Patrick Dorsey and Richard 
Johnson are returning starters at the tackle 
positions. 


When last season ended, 
having a fresh body to put in at linebacker 
was a minor victory. But with Huldon Tharp 
back after missing all of last year with a knee 
injury and with a recruiting class that included 
five linebackers, physical depth shouldn't be an 
issue. The question is whether these guys can 
play. And more than any other unit, KU’s line- 
backing corps lacked speed in 2010. Tharp, 
who figures to start alongside Steven Johnson, 
will help that. But the middle spot appears to 
be wide open. Kansas has three transfers who 
will get a look at it — Darius Willis (Buffalo), 
Tunde Bakare (Highland Community College) 
and Malcom Walker (Navarro College). 
Walker walked on at Kansas despite having re- 
ported offers from Mississippi State, San Jose 
State and Western Kentucky. Steven Mestan is 
in the picture as well. KU also moved safety 
Prinz Kande to linebacker this season. 


If there was anybody on 
the Kansas defense whose 2010 season could 
be described as a “breakout,” it is cornerback 
Tyler Patmon. He started nine games as a red- 
shirt freshman, had 45 tackles and led the team 
in pass breakups (10) and tied for the team lead 
in interceptions (two). But Patmon played the 
nickel spot last year, and if he is, indeed, the 
team’s best returning defensive back, he may 
find himself out on the island as a sophomore. 
The rest of the defensive backfield includes a 


KEY JAYHAWKS 


James Sims, RB A powerful, physical runner, 
Sims is the best bet to lead the Jayhawks in 
rush attempts and touchdowns this season. 
Daymond Patterson, WR A handful of times per 
season, the athletic Patterson will do some- 
thing spectacular. 

Toben Opurum, DE Has an unorthodox body for 
an end, but the former running back is KU’s 
best returning defensive lineman. 

Bradley McDougald, § Miscast as a receiver last 
season, McDougald is back to the position at 
which he has always made the most plays. 
Tyler Patmon, CB The defense’s breakout player 
as a redshirt freshman nickel back last year, 
Patmon is smart and skilled and should start at 
one of the cornerback spots. 


BRADLEY McDOUGALD 


Jake Laptad, DE KU's best defensive end for 
three years but didn’t have a great senior year. 
Chris Harris, CB A four-year starter at cornerback 
who didn’t have an interception last year. 
Johnathan Wilson, WR A reliable possession re- 
ceiver with just enough size. 

Brad Thorson, OL Played out of position at 
tackle last season, but was a solid interior line- 
man with leadership skills. 

Justin Springer, LB Huge, physical linebacker 
whose speed had been destroyed by a series 
of injuries. 


RISING STAR 


Nobody in Kansas’ 
recruiting class cre- 
ated more buzz than 
funning back 

, a 5'10", 181- 
pound speedster 
from Blue Springs, 
Mo., who is expected 
to give Kansas ex- 
actly what coach 
Turner Gill was hop- 
ing to get from the running back position — a 
home run threat. 


\CGinnis; Biere: Larry Smith 


Johnson: Chris Cavatta; McDougald: 


& 2011 KANSAS ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-9, 1-7 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT GL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT oh HOMETOWN Sept. 4 North Dakota State = L 3 6 
17 Jablonski, Blake 63/198 Fr. Wichita, KS 96 Agostinho, Keba 63/253 So. Katy, TX Sept. 11 Georgia Tech W 28-25 
8 Mecham, Quinn 62/207 St. Provo, UT - Arps, pais Se i el Sept. 17 at Southern Miss L 16-31 
2 Webb, Jordan 6-0/210 So. Union, MO 60 Avery, Dylan 64/240 Ft Topeka, K E 
f 92 Dorsey, Patrick 6-0/273 St. Houston, TX pe wR ili a hy 
we 4 HI/Wt - pare 97 Johnson, Richard 63/283 St. —_Jefferson City, MO Oct. 2 at Baylor L755 
25 Bourbon, Brandon 61/208 f ost, 66 Lewandowski, Pat 6-6/248 Ft. Overland Park, KS Oct. 14 Kansas State L 7-59 
37 Burton, Ryan 5-9/187 So. Colorado Springs, (1) 95 Marshall, 0. 63/235 50. Mesquite, TX 
32 Lane, Christian 62/232 Ft. Bellaire, X 35 Qourum, Toben 61/240 Ik plano, TX Oct. 23 Texas ASM L 10-45 
6 Lewis, Rell 5-9/205 je. Muskogee, OK 38 Richardson, Josh 6-3/225 I. Dublin, OH Oct. 30 at lowa State L 16-28 
¥ paqeriag tue = pee 94 Sellers, Tyrone 63/230 So. McCook, NE Nov. 6 Colorado W 52-45 
ms, James i . ng, 78 Smith, Shane 65/278 So. Albuquerque, NM ic 
33. Sizemore, Nick 62/246 So. Lititz, PA 71. Williams, John eS Ie 3 Ne OK asl Le eee 
30 Smith, Josh 510/205 Fr. Hutchinson, KS 90 Young, Kevin 62/256 So. Olathe, Ks Nov. 20 Oklahoma State L 14-48 
20 Beshears, DJ. 58/174 Jt Denton, TX 55 Abbott, Blake 6-0/218 Ft. Liberal, KS #kansas City 
89 Eanes coer pays Fr. Overland Park, KS. 37 Blackwell, Brian 511/191 St. Herington, KS 
80 Herod, Ricki 62/183 Fr. Mesquite, TX 56 Esposito, Brandon 5-11/220 So. Wichita, KS 
47 Knighton, Chase 511/184 J. Athens, TX 50 Farley, Jake 63/215 Fr. Cedar Falls, IA 2010 RANKINGS 
12 Matthews, Christian 6-1/186 So. Arlington, TX 47. Fee, Tyler 6-0/200 Fr. Hutchinson, KS 3 = 
84 Maura, Brian 6-4/190 Fr. Miami, FL 58 Fink, Ed 63/221 Ft. Belleville, IL Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
88 McGriff, Erick 63/209 So. Tampa, FL 40. Hunt, Tyler 62/240 J Lawrence, KS Scoring 17.1ppg 12 °=«(111 
83. Omigie, Chris 6-4/194 So. Arlington, 1X 52 Johnson, Steven 61/237 St. Media, PA Rushing  134.6ypg 12 87 
15 Patterson, Daymond = 5-9/173 Sr. Mesquite, TX 4 Kande, Prinz 6-0/194 So. Euless, TX Passin 161.8 1 103 
7 Pick, Kale 6-1/208 It Dodge City, KS 46 Mestan, Steve 6-2/231 So. Delavan, WI 9 © Ypg 
82. Turilli. Andrew 64/185 Ft Butler, Nj 57 Peterman, Chea 6-0/212 St. —N Little Rock, AR Total 296.4ypg 12 = 113 
; f 4 Tharp, Hul . . : ; 
THT ENDS Myr HOMEOWN i Yale, Halon = SH, | TOT 
86 Biere, Tim 6-4/260 St. te NE 39 willis, Darius 63/243 50. Houston, TX Scoring = 34.4 ppg 12103 
85 McEnaney, Chris 63/228 Fr. Richardson, TX areoIe Baca at/wt a HOMETOWN Rushing 205.2 ypg 11 107 
43 McNulty, Ted 65/230 St. lowa City, IA arose Passing 2225 ypg 7 65 
oar . F 19 Barfield, Isiah 511/185 Sr. Haven, KS ; 
41 Mundine, Jimmay 62/226 Fr. Denison, TX : Total 4277 9 98 
: : 5 Brown, Greg 511/185 fr. Cedar Hill, TX ola -/YPg 
38 Puthoff, Justin 63/252 So. Goddard, KS 30 Davis, Anthon 541/205. Tulsa’ OK 
46 Smiley, Trent 6-4/232 Ft Frisco, TX eat ell) / i UIS9, TO Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
41 Steward. A 63/233 ‘ St. Louis, MO 43 Hawks, Brandon 5-10/189 Jr. Oskaloosa, KS 8 "067 11 105 
i) ; - Louis, MO 48 Hill, Tyler 6-0/200 J. _Lee’s Summit, MO 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN — 32 Linton, Dexter 5-11/200 So. Arlington, 1X 
61 Burgoon, Josh 62/282 So. Lenexa, KS. 27 McDonald, Dexter 6-1/194 Fr, Kansas City, MO 
64 Dent, Randall 6-5/275 So. Grand Prairie, TX 24 McDougald, Bradley 6-1/195 I Dublin, OH 2010 
77 Hatch, Jeremiah 6-3/332 St. Dallas, TX 40 Mitchell, Ray 6-1/183 Fr. Irving, TX 
72. Hawkinson, Tanner 6-6/293 fi. McPherson, KS 33 Patmon, Tyler 5-11/180 So. Cedar Park, IX INDIVIDUAL STATS 
70 Howard, Gavin 65/292 So. Owasso, OK 10 Powell, Corrigan 511/180 fe Garland, Tx PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
63 Kolumber, Chad 6-8/296 Ft. Woodberry Forest, VA 1 Smith, Lubbock 6-0/206 jr. Dallas, 1X Jordan Webb 214 121:4,195 7 8 
53 Mabry, Tom 6-4/287 So. Belleville, IL 9 Terry, Keston 62/185 So. Blue Springs, M0 : f 
69. Marrongelli, Trevor 62/293 J. Austin, TX SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN Quinn Mecham 102 61 554 4 5 
65 katt Michael 65/279 St. Tulsa, OK 54 Carnes, Justin (LS) 63/230 So. La Porte, TX Kale Pick 360 «21 «193 «0 1 
79 Spencer, Riley 6-7/300 So. Hesston, KS 13. Doherty, Ron (K) 5-11/206 So. Klein, TX 
74 Spikes, Jeff 6-6/325 J Painesville, OH 12 Kalish, Nathan (kK) 511/169 So. Washington, MO RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
67 Zlatnik, Duane 6-4/326 i Rossville, KS 19 McBride, Victor (P) 6-2/201 Ft. Scottsdale, AZ James Sims 168 #742 #44 9 


Angus Quigley 71 262. 37 1 
D,J. Beshears nie 1p h ec Jour) 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Daymond Patterson 60 487 81 2 
Johnathan Wilson 38 387 10.2 2 
Bradley McDougald 19 240 12.6 1 
Tim Biere 19 228 12.0 4 
KICKING: Jacob Branstetter, 8-14 FGs, 25-26 
XPs, 49 points 

TACKLES: Steven Johnson, 95; 

Justin Springer, 85 

SACKS: Jake Laptad, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Two players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Darrian Miller, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Daymond Patterson, WR 
BULK CARRIER 

James Sims, RB 

STOCK RISING 

D.J. Beshears, WR 
POSITION BATTLE — QB 


TIM BIERE | — . = = ; ) Brock Berglund vs. Jordan Webb 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


handful of players who have been around for at least a cou- 


ee is ee ple of years now but have not separated themselves from the 
23-39 (5 ma) pack. KU could get a boost from safeties Keeston Terry and 
David Beaty, Bradley McDougald, both of whom made midseason 
Chuck Long switches from wide receiver last year. 
Carl Torbush 5 
Lawrence, Kan. Gill is a long way from deciding who his 


Memorial Stadium (50,071) kicker will be, because, as he said, you don't really know what 


you've got until you see them kick in games. It will come 

down to Nathan Kalish, a sophomore with a booming leg, 
and Ron Doherty, who shared kickoff duties last year. Neither has attempted a field goal in a game. Re- 
turning punts and kicks will again involve Patterson and Beshears, a pair of smallish slot receivers with 
good speed and change-of-direction ability. 


TOBEN OPURUM 


SCOUTING THE JAYHAWKS 


“| was surprised how bad they were last year. They were bad. Very bad. 
But if you think about it, it shouldn’t have been that much of a surprise, because they were never that tal- 
ented. (Mark) Mangino was such a good coach, and people got spoiled. ... They lost a lot of recruiters who 
were getting Texas kids. They are doing a good job recruiting now, going to Florida more. ... None of their 
quarterbacks really put much fear in a defense, and they're average at the skill positions. Really | quess 
they’fe average everywhere. They try to run the spread, but in that offense there is such a premium on quar- 
terback play, everything goes to the quarterback. It’s hard to be good in that offense if the quarterback is not 
that good. ... They weren't good at quarterback last year, but | don’t know how much of it was the quarter- 
back or the offensive line. They didn’t have any playmakers. They lost Dezmon Briscoe. They lost Kerry Meier. 
They lost some playmakers. | don’t know how good their quarterbacks are because they didn’t have anybody 
around them who could make any plays. ... On defense, they weren't very good. It just seemed like they 
struggled to fill the gaps. ... Turner Gill is a great recruiter. They will have some players eventually. They have 
awesome facilities. ... Last year was not the kind of start Gill needed to have to prove that he’s the right 
coach for Kansas. They were held without a touchdown in losing the opener to North Dakota State and fin- 
ished with only three victories.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Daymond Patterson is a 
senior, and when he puts on his glasses, he 
looks like the wise old man, but the truth is 
that Patterson remains relatively inexperienced 
at the receiver position, even though he 
started his KU career there. “Basically at re- 
ceiver | was almost like a freshman,” Patter- 
son says of his junior season. “I played three 
games my freshman year.” Patterson made a 
midseason switch to cornerback in 2008 and 
played the position until Turner Gill was hired 
before last year. Patterson led the team with 
60 catches for 487 yards, playing with a new 
quarterback in a new offense at a new-again 
position. And this year, things are finally famil- 
iar again. “You can see a lot of jumps from 
everybody,” he says. Patterson specifically 
says fellow receivers Christian Matthews and 
Kale Pick have made serious improvements 
since last season. 


Bradley 
McDougald’s career has come full circle in 
three years. Twice, as a matter of fact. The jun- 
ior from Ohio was committed to play safety at 
Ohio State until an off-the-field issue dissolved 
that relationship. He ended up committing to 
Kansas as a wide receiver, then moving to 
safety as a freshman, back to receiver as a 
sophomore and, before his sophomore year 
was even over, back to safety again, the posi- 
tion at which he has long showed the most 
potential. He had 13 tackles, an interception 
and a pass breakup in just two games as a 
safety last season, numbers that showed sig- 
nificantly greater potential than he ever did at 
receiver, where in two seasons he had just 52 
receptions for 558 yards and one touchdown. 
McDougald is listed as the starter at strong 
safety and is joined by another former receiver 
on the back end, free safety Keeston Terry. 


Some time after he lost the start- 


ing quarterback job last season, Kale Pick was 
asked if he would be interested in making the 
switch to wide receiver, the way former Jay- 
hawk Kerry Meier had so successfully done it 
in 2007. “Probably not,” he said at the time. 
Well, less than a year later, Pick is a full-time 
wide receiver and is challenging for a starting 
job at a deep position. Pick started just one 
game at quarterback for KU, the Jayhawks’ 
season-opening 6-3 loss to North Dakota State 
last year. He was 21-of-36 for 193 yards and 
one interception for the season. 


There may not be a more in- 
spiring story in the nation this season than 
that of Kansas defensive end D.J. Marshall. Di- 
agnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma in 2009, 
Marshall left the program to fight the cancer. 
Two years later he is not only cancer-free, but 
he is also competing for playing time at defen- 
sive end. Marshall still obviously has some 
catching up to do, especially physically. He was 
thin in the first place, but is listed at 6'3", 235 
pounds now. He has played in just one game 
during his KU career. 


Larry Smith 


2011 KANSAS SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


Practically all Turner Gill ever talked about with this class was speed. He 
needed more of it, and he needed it at every position. For the most part, it 
appears the 2011 signing class makes Kansas faster. Running backs Darrian 
Miller and Anthony Pierson are both known primarily for their wheels, as are 
receiver Marquis Jackson and defensive back Chris Robinson. 

But the most urgent need was quarterback, making Brock Berglund the 
class’ biggest addition. The dual-threat from Highlands Ranch, Colo., chose 
KU after de-committing from Colorado when the Buffaloes made a coaching 
change. He is expected to challenge for the starting job immediately. Gill 
wants to run multiple offensive sets, and Berglund’s size and skill set make 
that possible to an extent it was not last season when Jordan Webb, a pro- 
totypical spread passer, was the No. 1 quarterback. 

Gill and staff also needed pass-rushers, and though it’s too early to tell 
what exactly they got, that wasn’t a strength of the class. KU signed three 
defensive ends — Javonte Daniel, Ben Goodman and Michael Reynolds. All 
three are Rivals.com 3-star recruits who had just one other high-major schol- 
arship offer. Ideally, at least one of them could play on passing downs this 
season, as the Jayhawks are not deep nor particularly talented at end. 

In his one season at Kansas, Gill has seemed to view wide receivers and 
defensive backs as almost interchangeable, so it probably figures that the 
seven such players he signed in the class of 2011 could go either way. 

Pierson is the class’ most intriguing player. Though KU lists him as a run- 
ning back, he was recruited as an “athlete.” 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Offensive LINCMEN .....:cscveeessseeees00s BP SICKOS 04: <ssiecessancesepeasstiesssscssersemncers 
LIM@DACKELS ....esssesssssesecseessseesesseess 5 Kansas ..... 

Defensive Backs ...........sssecsssseesesens 4 Arkansas... 

Defensive LineMen .......s1...ssseee0000 4 California . 

RUNMING BACKS ......cssssssseseeseseececeeee 3 Illinois....... 

QUAFtELDACKS .......sssssescsssseesessseceeee 2 Colorado... Pe 
Wide RECEIVEFS........sscsssssccsneecsseeess PMRTION Odie strccrt tess teed 
KIGK ONS scczasssaspcsscessogtvsonscssewsersessveys DD) CG ROTGIS soos sssscencgssscesasscvonsyscszeontess 


LONG SMAPPELS ......sssrecsovecerseeceaeeees 1 ‘Missouri ... 
Oklahoma. A 
MIQUE. Grcsssescnsessscceevssccotevectieceseoes 
SPOTLIGHT ON... 


BROCK BERGLUND * QB * HIGHLANDS RANCH, CO 

The first eyebrow raiser was when he compared himself to a combination 
of Michael Vick, Peyton Manning and Tim Tebow. 

From then on, Brock Berglund had everybody’s attention. 

“1 would say Tim Tebow, Michael Vick and Peyton Manning kind of all put 
together,” Berglund said in an interview with the Lawrence Journal-World. 
“\‘m not comparing myself to those guys or anything like that, but if | had 
to say what my skill-set was like, | would say those three guys.” 

And the Brock Berglund trip officially began. 

KU trumpeted Berglund’s arrival in January — he graduated early from Valor 
Christian in Highlands Ranch, Colo. — taking him on pep rally trips across 
- the state with coach Turner Gill. All signs pointed to Berglund having every 
opportunity to win the starting job in the fall. 

Then there was a turn. The University of Kansas student newspaper, The 
Daily Kansan, ran a story on Berglund with which he did not hide his dis- 
pleasure. Related or not, within two weeks Berglund had left Lawrence to 
return to Colorado. The plan was still to attend KU, but Berglund would miss 
spring ball. Speculation soared. Berglund, after all, had only chosen KU after 
de-committing from Colorado, and many wondered if Berglund would ever 
be seen in Lawrence again. 

He was. Though he didn’t participate, Berglund turned up in Lawrence to 
observe some spring workouts, and in doing so eased some fan concerns. 
But without the benefit of spring practice, Berglund now has to catch up. 


DYLAN ADMIRE 0G = 63" 264 
Named first-team Class 6A All-State by the Wichita Eagle. 
TUNDE BAKARE IBY eS ite i215 WOODBRIDGE, VA 
Highland (Kan.) CC transfer. Named second-team All-Jayhawk Conference in ‘10. 
BROCK BERGLUND QB  6'4". = 205 ~—s HIGHLANDS RANCH, CO 
Named Class 4A Player of the Year by the Denver Post. Ranked No. 13 dual- 
threat quarterback in the nation by Rivals. Passed for 2,150 yards, 23 TDs and 
five INTs, rushed for 952 yards and nine TDs as a senior. Won back-to-back state 
titles at Valor HS. 


OVERLAND PARK, KS 


TRAVIS BODENSTEIN OT 6'5" 295 SPRINGDALE, AR 
Won three consecutive state championships at Shiloh Christian HS. 
MICHAEL CUMMINGS QB 610" «196 KILLEEN, TX 


Named District 25 Class 4A Offensive MVP. Passed for 2,463 yards, 24 TDs and 
seven INTs in 09. Rushed for 1,042 yards and 18 TDs in ‘08. Injured ACL in ‘10. 


JAVONTE DANIEL DE 64" = 215 LAGRANGE, GA 
Named All-Bi-City in ‘10. Recorded 78 tackles as a senior. 

PHIL FORD OT 66" =: 342 SHAWNEE, KS 
Named first-team All-Eastern Kansas League as a junior and senior. 

COLLIN GARRETT 1B 6" = 205 BEAUMONT, TX 
Named District 21 Class 5A Defensive MVP as a junior and senior. 

TANNER GIBAS LS 6'2". 200 COVINA, CA 
Ranked No. 3 long snapper in the country by Chris Rubio. 

BEN GOODMAN DE 6'3".— 245 BEAUMONT, TX 
Registered 110 tackles and three sacks in 10; 69 tackles and seven sacks in ’09. 
JULIUS GREEN DE: 6:7" 270 HOUSTON, TX 
Named first-team all-district, all-city and all-area as a senior. 

BEN HEENEY 1B. Soil 195 HUTCHINSON, KS 
Ranked No. 12 prospect in Kansas by Rivals. Had 2,083 rush yards, 39 TDs in ‘10. 
JASON HENSLEY 1B 62" 222 ALMA, AR 
Recorded 118 tackles and six sacks in ‘10; 108 tackles and two sacks in ‘09. 
MARQUIS JACKSON WR 6'0"— 205 FORT WORTH, TX 


Named first-team Class 4A All-State by the AP. Had 43 catches for 1,181 yards 
and 14 TDs in 10; 48 catches for 949 yards and 11 TDs in ‘09. 


JAKE LOVE 1B? 3608" 9195 TONKAWA, OK 
Ranked No. 14 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals. Rushed for state-high 2,856 
yards and 47 TDs in ‘09; 1,761 yards and 28 TDs, with 122 tackles and four INTs 
in 10. 


LUKE LUHRSEN “0G 65" 275 WHEATON, IL 
Member of back-to-back state title teams at Warrenville South HS. 

DAMON MARTIN OT 6S"? 265 ARLINGTON, TX 
Named first-team All-District 4 Class 5A as a senior. 

ALEX MATLOCK S 62" 190 PFLUGERVILLE, TX 
Three-time academic all-district and two-time all-district. 

DARRIAN MILLER RB 5'10" 181 BLUE SPRINGS, MO 


Missouri Gatorade Player of the Year and Class 6A Offensive Player of the Year. 
Ranked No. 2 prospect in Kansas and No. 22 running back in the nation by Ri- 
vals. Rushed for 2,226 yards and 30 TDs as senior. 

ALEX MUELLER Kae S530" 55 GRAPEVINE, TX 
Ranked No. 5 kicker in the nation by Rivals. Made 11-of-13 FGs in ‘10. 

BRYAN PETERS OT 65" 305 LA MIRADA, CA 
Ranked No. 40 prospect in California and No. 65 OT in the nation by Rivals. 
ANTHONY PIERSON RB O5'11"—-175 EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 
Ranked No. 4 prospect in Illinois and No. 8 athlete in the nation by Rivals. 


MICHAEL REYNOLDS DE 64" = 220 WICHITA, KS 
Named Class 5A All-State by the Wichita Eagle. 

CHRIS ROBINSON CB a5" 970 LAKE MARY, FL 
Recorded 49 tackles, three INTs, two defensive TDs and one punt return TD in ‘10. 
ADONIS SAUNDERS CB St 185 OLATHE, KS 


Kansas Gatorade Track Athlete of the Year after winning state titles in 100-meter, 
200-meter and 4x100 relay in ‘08. Rushed for 1,554 rush yards and 20 TDs in ‘10. 


JACOREY SHEPHERD WR o5'11""— 170 MESQUITE, TX 
Registered 71 catches for 992 yards and 10 TDs as a senior. 
VICTOR SIMMONS ST ee 185 OLATHE, KS 


Named first-team Class 6A All-State by the Wichita Eagle and Topeka Capital Journal. 


DREAMIUS SMITH RB 60" = 205 WICHITA, KS 
Ranked No. 8 prospect in Kansas by Rivals. Had 1,837 rush yards, 34 TDs in ‘10. 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 123 


ansas State improved in Bill Snyder's second season since coming out of retirement. 
With that improvement came a winning record and a trip to a bowl game. But 
Sept. 3 Eastern Kentucky 


NATIONAL 


FORECAST the Wildcats still ended 2010 with a sense of disappointment. One of the nation’s 
worst defenses against the run — the Wildcats allowed more than 230 rushing Sept. 17 Kent State 
yards per game — combined with inconsistent quarterback play prevented K-State from Sept. 24 at Miami (Fla.) 
enjoying a breakthrough season. Oct. 1 Baylor 
Instead of winning nine or 10 games and playing in an established bowl game, the Wild- Oct 8 Missouri 
cats stumbled to a 7-6 record after a 5-1 start and finished the year on a down note with 0 fe 15 at Texas Tech 
a controversial late penalty and loss in the Pinstripe Bowl. Oct. 22 at Kansas 


The potential to improve is there, but it will take a unique mixture of elements for K- 
State to see big dividends on the field. Star running back Daniel Thomas is off to the NFL, 
and the Wildcats will need to rebuild their offensive line after losing three senior starters. 
A few key newcomers — Wichita brothers Arthur and Bryce Brown and a throng of prom- Nov. 12 Texas A&M 
ising defensive linemen — will need to play up to expectations. Nov. 19 at Texas 


THE VERDICT vv. 26  \owastate 
2011 PROJECTION: 4-8, 2-7 BIG 12 , 


Bill Snyder’s teams have surprised before when picked low, but this team needs a lot of work to 
make a bowl. Running back Daniel Thomas, who carried the offense over the last two seasons, 
has finished his eligibility, leaving Tennessee transfer Bryce Brown as the No. 1 back. Quarterback 
is also an issue. The defense returns seven starters but ranked near the bottom nationally in rush- 
ing and total defense. The Wildcats are filled with uncertainties, but considering Snyder's history, 


don’t completely count them out from getting to six wins. 


Oct. 29 Oklahoma 
Nov. 5 at Oklahoma State 


BIG 12 
PREDICTION 


K-State must find a new, confident attitude to go along with a 4-3 look on defense. They 

will also need to find a playmaker at quarterback. Collin Klein and junior college transfer 
Justin Tuggle give the Wildcats the type of dual-threat options that Snyder has been suc- 

~ cessful with in the past. But neither has proven himself at the Division I level. 

“The schedule will also be much more difficult than it was a year ago. K-State faces Miami 

(Fla.) in non-conference play before taking on the Big 12’s new, grueling nine-game sched- 

ule. The Cats could be just as good as last year — or better — yet not win as many games. 


QUARTERBACKS For the third straight year, K-State enters the season with uncertainty 
at the quarterback position. Klein, Tuggle and Sammuel Lamur competed for the job 
| throughout spring practices, and incoming freshman Daniel Sams will join the mix when 
| fall camp begins, Snyder will likely take as much time as possible before naming a starter. 
The race appears to be wide open, but all four are dual-threat players. So the offense 
should run smoothly regardless of who wins the job, as opposed to last season when Car- 
son Coffman, a pocket passer, split time with Klein. Expect Klein or Tuggle to start the 
first game. Klein, a junior who saw time as a starter last season, has been working on his 
passing throughout the offseason and has established himself as a locker room leader. 
There was talk of moving Klein to wide receiver in the offseason, but he remained at quar- 
terback in the spring. Tuggle, a junior college transfer who followed Cam Newton at 
Blinn (Texas) College, could be a more explosive option, but it could take some time be- 
fore he adjusts to the Wildcats’ system. Tuggle spent the 2009 season at Boston College, 
where he played sparingly (13-of-37 for 229 yards and four TDs). 


RUNNING BACKS With Thomas on his way to the NEL, the Wildcats will need to find 
a new focal point for their offense. During his two seasons in Manhattan, Thomas 
rushed for nearly 3,000 yards and established himself as one of the top ball-carriers in _ "°° SSE 
the Big 12. Following him will be difficult, but Tennessee transfer Bryce Brown appears ~~ COLLIN KLEIN 
up for the task. The former prep All-American has received fabulous reviews from team- 
mates since joining K-State’s scout team last season. Even Thomas has said that the Wild- 
cats running game wont drop off this season. Brown, a Wichita native, rushed for 460 yards 
as a freshman with the Volunteers, and after a year off is poised to make a push for 1,000 K-State allowed a 
yards while playing in his home state. Redshirt freshman DeMarcus Robinson, Robert Big 12-worst 231.4 2 m, | 4 
Rose and John Hubert are expected to compete for the backup position. Braden Wilson ete u 


returns as a junior to anchor the fullback position. Ro te 
y P The Wildcats’ inability to stop the run was key in all 
six of their losses. 


RECEIVERS As long as Brodrick Smith and Tramaine Thompson recover from injuries 
that ended their 2010 seasons early, K-State’s wide receiver corps should be strong at the 
top. Smith played like a legitimate No. 1 target as a sophomore before going down with a 

season-ending leg injury in the fifth game. He had scoring plays of 42 yards and 47 yards 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
in the first three games of the season. Thompson may be the most elusive player on the ros- 
ter. He averaged 13.6 yards on his 19 catches before he, too, was lost for the season in late 
October. Joining them will be junior Chris Harper, who improved as the season went along 
last year and caught four touchdown passes and totaled 330 receiving yards. The unit will 
miss Aubrey Quarles, who was the top receiver a year ago, but has the talent to make up 
for his loss. The key will be finding dependable fourth and fifth options in the passing 
game. Sheldon Smith and Cole Bachamp could both step into those roles. 
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Timmerman, Klein: Tim Umphery 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR _5 Brodrick Smith (jr.) 


WR 3 Chris Harper (jr) 


86 Tramaine Thompson (So.) 
87 Sheldon Smith (Sr. 


UT__73 Manase Foketi (Se) 
LG — 64 Tomasi Mariner (Fr.) 

C 66 BJ. Finney (Ft.) 

RG 77 Colten Freeze (Sr.) 
RT__75 Clyde Aufner (St.) 


TE 80 Travis Tannahill (Jr) : 


Q8 7 Collin Klein (jr) 
FB 37 Braden Wilson (Jr.) 
RB 4 Bryce Brown (So,) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 91 Brandon Harold (Jr.) 
DT 42 Meshak Williams (Jr.) 
DT 95 Ray Kibble (Sr.) 

DE 94 Raphael Guidry (Sr.) 
8 46 Arthur Brown (jr.) 
18 50 Tre Walker (So.) 

1B 56 Alex Hrebec (Sr.)_ 
(B 27 David Garrett (Sr.) 
(B 21 Nigel Malone (Jr.) 

$ 12 Ty Zimmerman (So.) 


$2 Tysyn Hartman (sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _10 Anthony Cantele (Jr.) 
Pp 9 Ryan Doert (Jr.) 


70 Zach Hanson (Sr) 
50 Nick Puetz (J) 
67 Shaun Simon (S0.)_ 


71 Ethan Douglas (jr) 

78 Cornelius Lucas (S0.) _ 
18 Andre McDonald (So.) 
9 Justin Tuggle (Jr) 

39 Jay Hanley (Jr) 
33 John Hubert (So.) 


Jan Seau (Fr.) 
57 Jordan Voelker (St) 
99 Javonta Boyd (jr.) 
76 jordan Allred (Jt.)_ 
53 Blake Slaughter (jr) 
13 Emmanuel Lamur (Sr.)_ 
26 Jarell Childs (jr.) 
Kip Daily (Jr) 
Allen Chapman (jr.) 
38 Matt Pearson (Sr.) 
22 Thomas Ferguson (Jr) 


KR 4 Bryce Brown (So.) 
PR 2 Tysyn Hartman (Sr.) 


TYSYN HARTMAN 


126 


ATHLON SPORTS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Replacing Wade Weib- 
ert, Zach Kendall and Kenneth Mayfield on 
the offensive line will not be easy for the Wild- 
cats. All three players were solid blockers 
throughout their collegiate careers and were 
considered the vocal leaders of the offense. 
Manase Foketi and Clyde Aufner return at the 
tackle positions after starting games in 2010, 
but it may take a while for Snyder to choose a 
starting center and two guards. A slew of play- 
ers are expected to compete for those jobs, in- 
cluding Tomasi Mariner, B.J. Finney, Colten 
Freeze, Shaun Simon, Ethan Douglas and true 
freshman Boston Stiverson. It isn't as glamorous 
a competition as the one at quarterback, but it 
will be just as important with K-State leaning 
on its rushing game while breaking in a new 
quarterback. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN After allowing more 
than 230 rushing yards per game a year ago, 
the Wildcats are hoping to overhaul their entire 
defensive line. K-State’s inability to stuff the run 
and pressure the quarterback plagued the Wild- 
cats all season. That's why finding big, physical 
talent to put on the defensive front was a pri- 
mary focus of the Wildcats’ latest recruiting 
class. New arrivals Meshak Williams, Ian Seau, 
Samuel Harvill, Hunter Davis, Lamonte Clark 
and Marquel Bryant should all compete for 
playing time right away, as will returners 
Raphael Guidry and Brandon Harold at end 
and Ray Kibble at tackle. Big things are ex- 

pected out of Seau, the nephew of former 

NFL great Junior Seau. And Harold will be 

asked to regain the form that helped him be- 


come a Freshman All-American. 


LINEBACKERS This could be the most im- 
proved unit on the roster. Arthur Brown, a 
high school All-American who began his career 
as a Miami Hurricane, is expected to be one of 
the top defenders on the team. Combine him 
with returning starters Alex Hrebec and Jarell 
Childs, as well as Tre Walker and Blake Slaugh- 
ter, and Snyder believes there is enough talent 
at linebacker to change up his defense. Instead 
of running a 4-2-5, as he has the past two sea- 
sons, he will use more 4-3 formations in 2011. 
With former defensive back Emmanuel Lamur 
helping out at the position, the Wildcats have 
the versatility to lean on their linebackers and 
expect them to hold the middle. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Tysyn Hartman and Ty 
Zimmerman return at the safety positions, and 
top cornerback David Garrett, who made 92 
tackles a year ago, could be the team's best de- 
fensive player. But will that be enough to make 
up for the losses of Stephen Harrison and Ter- 
rance Sweeney? Neither player received much 
press a year ago, but both were solid cornerbacks 
who helped make the secondary the strength of 
the defense. Junior college transfer Nigel Mal- 
one slides into the open corner spot, with fellow 
newcomers Kip Daily and Allen Chapman pro- 
viding support. Hartman had a somewhat 
down junior campaign, but he showed great tal- 
entas a sophomore. Meanwhile, Zimmerman is 
coming off a breakout freshman season. 


KEY WILDCATS 


Brodrick Smith, WR Was K-State’s top receiver 


before suffering a season-ending injury against 


Nebraska. 


Chris Harper, WR Became a go-to target in the 
passing game and caught four touchdown 


passes. 


Alex Hrebec, LB The Wildcats’ top returning line- 


backer will be asked to provide leadership and 


build off his 77-tackle season. 
David Garrett, OB Led the Wildcats with 92 tack- 
les as a junior and should challenge for all-con- 


ference honors as a senior. 


Ty Zimmerman, DB Played his way into a start- 


ing role as a freshman. His 74 tackles and three 


INTs made him a Freshman All-American. 


KEY LOSSES 


+) 
DAVID GARRETT 


Carson Coffman, QB The senior quarterback 
played in 12 games and threw for 2,060 yards 
and 14 touchdowns last season. 


Daniel Thomas, RB His 1,585 rushing yards as a 


senior made him the star of K-State’s offense. 
Wade Weibert, OL A two-year starter at center, 
Weibert was one of the most dependable 
blockers on K-State’s offensive line. 

Zach Kendall, OL Kendall was a staple on K- 


State’s offensive line for much of his career and 


provided strong leadership in the locker room. 
Stephen Harrison, DB Helped make the Wild- 
cats’ secondary the strength of the defense. 


RISING STAR 


In order for K-State’s 
defense to be com- 
petitive, Arthur 
Brown will need to 
play up to expecta- 
tions. The former 
high school All- 
American did little 
during two disap- 
pointing seasons at 
Miami, but a transfer 
closer to home could 


_ ie 


be what the promising linebacker needs. 


Hartman, Garrett, Harold: Tim Umphery 


7 2011 KANSAS STATE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT cL 
15 Johnson, Sam 511/215 Fi. 
7 Klein, Collin 65/226 J. 
13 Lamur, Sammuel 6-4/221 St. 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT cL 
4 Brown, Bryce 6-0/220 So. 
27 Duncan, Brad 6-1/232 Fr. 
39 Hanley, Jay 6-0/241 Jr 
33 Hubert, John 57/185 So. 
36 Kall, Ben 5-9/222 yr. 
30 Robinson, DeMarcus 5-6/191 Fi. 
28 Rose, Robert 5-4/173 So. 
37 Wilson, Braden 6-4/244 Jr. 
RECEIVERS HT/WT a 
17 Bachamp, Cole 511/182 St. 
83 Brown, Ed 6-0/185 Fr. 
3 Harper, Chris 6-1/225 jr. 
29 Harrison, Cody 5-6/156 Fr. 
2 Johnson, Stephen 5-9/143 So. 
24 Kenner, Rodney 510/214 Sr. 
22. McFall, Zach 6-0/182 Jr. 
88 Miller, Torell 6-2/209 So. 
31 Repass-Orduna, Adam =—-5-5/161 jr. 
5 Smith, Brodrick 6-1/209 Je 
87 Smith, Sheldon 511/180 St. 
86 Thompson, Tramaine 57/165 So. 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT a 
84 Hubbell, Curtis 63/245 jt. 
18 McDonald, Andre 6-8/276 So. 
41 Nemechek, Zach 63/240 Ft. 
81 Sutton, Jeremy 6-4/249 St. 
80 Tannahill, Travis 63/245 Jt. 
85. Trujillo, Zach 6-4/249 Ft. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a 
75 Autner, Clyde 6-6/301 St. 
68 Cooper, William 6-4/280 So. 
71 Douglas, Ethan 6-6/303 Jr 
72 Drinkgern, Kaleb 6-6/275 St. 
66 Finney, BJ. 6-4/297 Ft. 
73. Foketi, Manase 65/300 Sr. 
77 Freeze, Colten 6-4/301 St. 
70 Hanson, Zach 6-8/313 St. 
61 Liddle, Drew 63/282 Fr. 
78 Lucas, Cornelius 6-8/331 So. 
64 Mariner, Tomasi 63/317 Fr 
50 Puetz, Nick 6-4/306 Jf. 
79 Taylor, Keenan 6-4/278 So. 
69 Ward, Nick 6-1/276 St. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL 
76 Allred, Jordan 63/300 fr. 


HOMETOWN 

Topeka, KS 
Loveland, CO 

West Palm Beach, FL 


HOMETOWN 
Wichita, KS 
Westmoreland, KS 
Steamboat Springs, CO 
Waco, TX 
Rochester, MN 
Wichita, KS 
Miami, FL 

Smith Center, KS 
HOMETOWN 
Manhattan, KS 
Bradenton, FL 
Wichita, KS 
Topeka, KS 
Fresno, CA 
Olathe, KS 
Manhattan, KS 
New Orleans, LA 
Overland Park, KS 
Garden City, KS 
Culver City, CA 
Jenks, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Marion, IA 
Choctaw, OK 
Quinter, KS 
Welda, KS 
Olathe, KS 
Edmond, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Raymore, MO 
Hayti, MO 
Basehor, KS 
Breman, KS 
Andale, KS 
Hesperia, CA 
Liberty, MO 
Sacramento, CA 
Oak Grove, MO 
New Orleans, LA 
Topeka, KS 
Salina, KS 
Tulsa, OK 
Andale, KS 


HOMETOWN 
Thousand Oaks, CA 


99 Boyd, Javonta 
97 Davis, Adam 
90 Dowling, Laton 
54 Godinet, Taylor 
94 Guidry, Raphael 
91 Harold, Brandon 
95 Kibble, Ray 

96 Kirk, Payton 
72 Mueller, Ryan 
57 Voelker, Jordan 
62 Wiltfong, Logan 


LINEBACKERS 

36 Briney, Nick 

46 Brown, Arthur 
26 Childs, Jarell 

59 Hertzog, Brian 
56 Hrebec, Alex 

13 Lamur, Emmanuel 
47 Loomis, jared 

34 Marley, Cody 

53 Slaughter, Blake 
37 Smith, David 

6 Snyder, Tate 

39 Truman, Jonathan 
50 Walker, Tre 

20 Williams, Riley 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

25 Bonugli, Joseph 
29. Burns, Tanner 

28 Dold, Logan 

15 Evans, Randall 
22 Ferguson, Thomas 
32 Fields, Roman 
27 Gartett, David 

19 Gfeller, Devin 

2 Hartman, Tysyn 
33 Hiebert, Weston 
26 Miller, Cale 

38 Pearson, Matthew 
35. Peters, lan 

43 St. Felix, Marc 
24 Tignes, Dahrnaz 
10 Webster, Kelo 

12 Zimmerman, Ty 


SPECIALISTS 

10 Cantele, Anthony (K) 
9 Doerr, Ryan (P) 

63 Heit, Marcus (LS) 

6 Klimek, Brandon (kK) 
12 Ortiz, Logan (P) 

44 Smith, Chandler (LS) 


6-2/300 
6-0/254 
62/247 
63/231 
6-4/290 
6-5/264 
6-4/305 
6-5/264 
6-1/227 
63/240 
63/215 


HI/WT 
6-0/225 
61/223 
62/217 
510/214 
5-11/240 
6-4/219 
6-0/230 
511/210 
5-10/227 
6-0/218 
5-11/223 
511/197 
63/213 
5-10/210 

HT/WT 
6-0/181 
61/181 
6-0/185 
511/172 
6-0/200 
510/211 
5-8/175 
510/187 
63/206 
6-0/191 
5-8/176 
6-0/190 
6-0/192 
6-0/205 
62/234 
57/168 
61/202 

HT/WT 
510/189 
63/182 
6-2/233 
511/179 
510/187 
64/232 


St. Petersburg, FL 
Folkston, GA 
Dodge City, KS 
Wamego, KS 
Texas City, IX 
East St. Louis, IL 
Houston, TX 
Liberty, MO 
Leawood, KS 
Newton, KS 

N. Kansas City, MO 


HOMETOWN 
Dodge City, KS 
Wichita, KS 
Kansas City, MO 
Lee’s Summit, MO 
St. Louis, MO 
West Palm Beach, FL 
Macksville, KS 
Denton, TX 
Missouri City, TX 
Argyle, TX 
Manhattan, KS 
Kechi, KS 

Olathe, KS 
Topeka, KS 


HOMETOWN 

San Antonio, TX 
San Jose, CA 
Garden Plain, KS 
Miami, FL 

Grand Prairie, TX 
Kansas City, KS 
Cleveland, OH 
Lindsborg, KS 
Wichita, KS 
Canton, KS 
Manhattan, KS 
Wichita, KS 
Scandia, KS 
Miami, FL 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Keller, TX 
Junction City, KS 


HOMETOWN 
Wichita, KS 
Katy, 1X 

Derby, KS 
Manhattan, KS 
Leavenworth, KS 
Olathe, KS 
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2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 7-6, 3-5 (BIG 12) 
Sept. 4 UCLA 31-22 


Sept. 11 Missouri State 

Sept. 18 vs. lowa State 

Sept. 25 UCF 

Oct. 7 Nebraska 

Oct. 14 at Kansas 

Oct. 23 at Baylor 

Oct. 30 Oklahoma State 

Nov. 6 Texas 

Nov. 13 at Missouri 

Nov. 20 at Colorado 

Nov. 27 at North Texas 

Dec. 30 #Syracuse 
%eKansas City #Pinstripe Bowl 
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2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 33.6 ppg 3 22 
Rushing 199.5 ypg 2 22 
Passing 179.3 ypg 9 92 
Total 378.8 ypg 9 62 
Defense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 29.1 ppg = 8 78 
Rushing  2314ypg 12 = 119 
Passing 214.3 ypg 5 52 
Total 4457 ypg 11 106 
TO Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
+4 +0.31 5 36 
2010 
INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Carson Coffman 263 171 2,060 14 7 
Collin Klein 18 828611 «138 «1~«OO 
RUSHING AT YDS AVG TD 
Daniel Thomas 298 1,585 5.3 19 
Collin Klein 76% £432) $570 16 
William Powell 23 250 10.9 4 
Carson Coffman 110 157 14 9 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Aubrey Quarles 51 760 149 5 
Adrian Hilburn 28 299 10.7 2 
Daniel Thomas 27 171 63 0 
Chris Harper 25 330 (13.2 4 
KICKING: Josh Cherry, 7-9 FGs, 47-47 XPs, 
70 points 
TACKLES: David Garrett, 92; 
Tysyn Hartman, 86 


SACKS: Prizell Brown, 5; David Garrett, 3 


INTERCEPTIONS: Ty Zimmerman, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


TOP TARGET 

Chris Harper, WR 

BULK CARRIER 

Bryce Brown, RB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
DeMarcus Robinson, RB 

JUCO TO WATCH 

Justin Tuggle, QB 

POSITION BATTLE - QB 
Collin Klein vs. Justin Tuggle 
For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Bill Snyder 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 149-80-1 (19 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 149-80-1 (19 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dana Dimel, 
Del Miller 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chris Cosh 
LOCATION: Manhattan, Kan. 

STADIUM: Bill Snyder Family Stadium (50,000) 


SPECIALISTS The Wildcats will look quite a bit different 
on special teams this season. Explosive return man William 
Powell, who averaged 34.6 yards on his 21 kickoff returns in 
2010, has exhausted his eligibility, as have steady long snap- 
per Corey Adams and kicker Josh Cherry. Bryce Brown, Bro- 
drick Smith, Zimmerman, Hartman and Thompson will all 
compete for time as return specialists, and Anthony Can- 
tele, who began his sophomore season as Kansas State's top 
kicker, is expected to handle both field goal and kickoff duty 
this year. Ryan Doerr struggled with injuries during the 


spring, but the junior should be at full strength to assume his duties as the team’s top punter in time 


for the regular season. 


CHRIS HARPER 


Be 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS STATE “Thank God Daniel Thomas isn’t back. He was so physical. They will 
have a huge hole trying to replace him. Last year the offense revolved around him. As he went, they went. 
Now they have to replace him. Bryce Brown, who transferred from Tennessee, could be a nice addition, if he 
lives up to the hype. ... They have to replace quarterback Carson Coffman. You know certain things to expect 


with a Bill Snyder-coached team: They will be good on special teams, be physical and incorporate some sort of 
option. ... They keep you honest on defense, They are as well-coached and physical as anyone in the league. 
If they only had a lot more talent like they did before Snyder stepped down the first time, they could be really 
strong. But you can tell he’s building it back. Snyder lost a lot of impact players. On most teams you would ex- 
pect a big drop-off, but with Snyder he'll scrape together another winning season and bowl berth like he al- 
ways does. ... They need to find some playmakers on offense. With Thomas gone, there will be more pressure 
on the quarterback and the wide receivers. ... Their talent level isn’t great, but they find a way to win some 
games. Not sure how they do it, but they get it done. ... Coffman was solid at quarterback. Didn't get a lot of 
attention, but he was good. Didn't make the big mistake.” 


128 ATHLON SPORTS 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


STANDING TALL At 5'8" and 175 pounds, 
David Garrett does not look like an imposing 
cornerback. But the senior has proven himself 
as one of the top defensive backs in the Big 
12. A year ago Garrett led the team with 92 
tackles — 15 for a loss — and was solid de- 
fending the pass. He can play both safety and 
cornerback. 


TWO-WAY PLAYER Braden Wilson may play 
Ironman football this season. The junior full- 
back is also a capable defensive end, and 
worked out at both positions during spring 
practices. 


SURGING UNDERCLASSMEN Two of the top 
freshmen on K-State’s defense in 2010 are 
looking to be even better as sophomores. 
Safety Ty Zimmerman, who many believed to 
be the Wildcats’ top defensive player a year 
ago, returns with experience, and so does 
linebacker Tre Walker. Veteran coach Bill Sny- 
der has never enjoyed playing freshmen, but 
both exceeded his expectations, and they‘ve 
earned Snyder's trust. Both should have more 
freedom as sophomores. 


PLAYING WITHOUT DAD Tanner Burns 
began his college career at San Jose State but 
transferred to K-State last season after his fa- 
ther became the Wildcats’ secondary coach. A 
year later, his dad is coaching the same posi- 
tion at Ole Miss. Not wanting to sit out an- 
other year, Burns opted to stay at K-State, 
where he is expected to contribute as a de- 
fensive back this season. 


REMEMBER HIM? Adam Davis was K-State’s 
top-ranked junior college transfer coming into 
last season but missed the year with an injury. 
He is back with the team now, though, and 
exceeded Snyder's expectations during spring 
practices at defensive end. If he can regain his 
full health, he could make a big impact for K- 
State’s defense. 


TOUGH REPLACEMENT You rarely hear col- 
lege football coaches talk much about long 
snappers. It’s even more out of place to hear 
them say finding a new long snapper is a 
point of emphasis for his team. But Snyder 
has done both this offseason. After excelling 
at the position for four seasons, Corey Adams 
is out of eligibility, leaving competition for the 
spot wide open. “He's as good as I've been 
around, and I've never said that about any- 
body, | don’t think,” Snyder says. “He's aw- 
fully good.” A replacement won't be picked 
until fall camp. 


POROUS DEFENSE Kansas State showed an 
alarming inability on occasion to keep teams 

out of the end zone last season. The Wildcats 
gave up 40 points four times last season, in- 

cluding 41 to a North Texas team that ranked 
87th in the nation in scoring offense. K-State 

also surrendered 48 points to Nebraska, 47 to 
Baylor and 44 to Colorado, not to mention 38 
to Missouri and 36 in the Pinstripe Bowl loss 

to Syracuse. 


Tim Umphery 


2011 KANSAS STATE SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


On National Signing Day, the Wildcats didn’t boast any 4-or 5-star recruits, 
but they did sign several players who will be able to contribute at key po- 
sitions this season. 

On the defensive line, which was the biggest position of need, lan Seau, 
who happens to be the nephew of former NFL great Junior Seau, could play 
meaningful downs as a freshman. The additions of other defensive line- 
men, such as Lamonte Clark, Hunter Davis and Samuel Harvill, will also be 
a plus. 

On offense, Justin Tuggle, a dual-threat quarterback who began his career 
at Boston College, could end up as the team’s starting quarterback. Add 
transfers Arthur and Bryce Brown to the mix — both were All-Americans in 
high school — and K-State has a promising player ready to go at the posi- 
tions that hold the most uncertainty. 

Overall, the recruiting class may lack pizzazz, but it appears to fit the Wild- 
cats’ needs. 

Nigel Malone and Meshak Williams, a pair of junior college transfers, 
should also make an immediate impact this season. Malone, a cornerback, 
practiced with K-State's first team throughout spring practices and is ex- 
pected to start opposite David Garrett in the Wildcats’ secondary. “This is 
what I was hoping for,” Malone says. “Playing time appealed to me. Coach 
told me | had a fair opportunity to come in and compete right away. That’s 
what I"m doing.” 

Williams has turned heads since arriving on campus and should give a 
tremendous boost to the Wildcats’ defensive line. The 6'4", 235-pounder 
was a 3-start recruit who recorded 17 tackles for a loss last season at 
Hutchinson (Kans.) Community College. Shaun Simon, another transfer, is 
also in the mix at center, and could see extensive time this season. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 
BY POSITION BY STATE 
Defensive LIM@MEN ......cssesecsccsseeee BTM MOX AS scycatesraycsassessntcrennatscincaerere 7 
Defensive Backs....... BEM KGLISAS tacesccscsasscctessaccasstosspienasasaceys 5 
Offensive Linemen... ) © SOK aN OMS ssccccasszearcverseseorstescvevossasv 5 
Wide Receivers... Pam CANTON Iai ceri atnord racers eeckaate 3 
Linebackers .... ade TGCOIGlasrcaeacetenmennmhiece 3 
Quarterbacks ...... BE SAUKANSAS: scesarlsctcacevsares vetaveettassces te 1 
Running Backs Zi) MCOLOAMO .ssscsscssssvaassasectetessesstecspevte 1 
KICKELS .....s0ses++ Pe LLM EOUISIANIG vs fevsseeretsscterornenrttsa her eects 1 
THQNUED ASS ssccssssssecctttecessssccserssbossae’ Th NGWiNOI Kissa cteovacccscoresassstfeocseonerts 1 
Ulalipteeescsccssctsrseccesaneiearoprantearee 1 
Washington, DC ........cssssseseccessnenees 1 
SPOTLIGHT ON... 


JUSTIN TUGGLE * QB ALPHARETTA, GA 

Fair or not, Justin Tuggle will enter his K-State career being compared to two 
outstanding former college players. 

Before transferring to Manhattan, Tuggle threw passes for Blinn (Texas) 
College, the same junior college team that produced Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Cam Newton and former K-State great Michael Bishop. Tuggle may yet 
earn the comparisons, given that he was rated the top dual-threat junior col- 
lege quarterback by Rivals. 

Bill Snyder hasn’t offered any wild expectations about Tuggle yet, but he 
liked what he saw from him during the spring. 

“\ admire how much effort he’s put into it,” Snyder says, “and how much 
he’s learned and how he’s able to transition what he learns in the classroom 
and watching video tape and his drills on to the practice field and the team 
environment that we have. 

“He doesn’t make a lot of mental mistakes. He gets calls in, makes calls 
and understands what he’s supposed to be doing. Execution, he’s doing what 
he’s supposed to be doing.” 


DANTE BARNETT CB. cio” ty TULSA, OK 
Recorded 100 tackles and nine INTs in ‘10; 101 tackles and nine INTs in ‘09. 
MARQUEL BRYANT DE. 63") 215 DALLAS, TX 
Ranked No. 77 in area by the Dallas Morning News. Cousin, Dez, plays in NFL. 
MORGAN BURNS GST 195 WICHITA, KS 
State track champion in 100-meters, 200-meters and 400-meters. 

JADE CATHEY WR 6'5" 185 LIBERAL, KS 
Had 721 receiving yards and nine TDs in 10; 773 yards and nine TDs in ‘09. 
ALLEN CHAPMAN (Bo 5S'17".— 180 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
City College of San Francisco transfer. Had five INTs, returning one for TD, in ‘10. 
LAMONTE CLARK OT = 6'4" (308 WASHINGTON, DC 
Named first-team All-Metro by the Washington Post. Had five forced fumbles in ‘10. 
KIP DAILY (Bo S60" =—s‘*1811 COLLEGE STATION, TX 
Blinn (Texas) College transfer. Had five INTs and three fumble recoveries in “10. 
TYLER DAVIDSON TE 65" 265 TULSA, OK 
Named All-District in ‘10. Moved from Highlands Ranch, Colo., after ‘09 season. 
HUNTER DAVIS DE 6'3" 246 CHOCTAW, OK 
Named All-Midlands Region by PrepStar. Had 59 tackles and three sacks in ‘10. 
GLENN GRONKOWSKI FB é6'3""— 210 AMHERST, NY 


Section VI Class AA North co-Offensive Player of the Year. Brother, Rob, plays for 
the New England Patriots and starred at Arizona. 


SAMUEL HARVILL Diy KG 255 SPRINGDALE, AR 
Defensive Player of the Year by the Springdale Morning News. 

KASON HOSTRUP oT 65" 300 SACHSE, TX 
Named first-team All-District 10-Class 5A as a senior. 

KYLE KLEIN DE, 6" 1218 LOVELAND, CO 


First-team Class 4A All-State by the Denver Post. Brother, Collin, is a quarterback 
at Kansas State. 


TYLER LOCKETT WR = 5'11"—-170 TULSA, OK 
Father, Kevin, is K-State’s all-time leading receiver; uncle, Aaron, fourth on list. 
VAIKALAFI LUTUI DT = 6'2".—s 280 SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
Mt. San Antonio (Calif.) CC transfer. Had 19.5 tackles for a loss, 12 sacks in ‘10. 
NIGEL MALONE (B 5110" 185 MANTECA, CA 
City College of San Francisco transfer. Had three INTs, one forced fumble in ‘10. 
BRANDON MICKENS LB 6'4" 195 LEAGUE CITY, TX 
Recorded 79 tackles, 6.5 sacks and two fumble recoveries as a senior. 

MIKE MOORE IB is 601%” el213 DALLAS, TX 


Two-time All-District pick. Skyline High School teammate of Kansas State signee 
Marquel Bryant. 

DESTIN MOSLEY WR 5'9" 175 JEFFERSON, TX 
Ranked No. 88 athlete in the nation by Rivals. Had 1,200 yards rushing and scored 
11 TDs in ‘09. 


ANGELO PEASE RB OS'11"— 205 CAIRO, GA 
Hutchinson (Kan.) CC transfer. Had nine rushing TDs and six passing TDs in ‘10. 
DANIEL SAMS QB C6'2"—s-210 SLIDELL, LA 
Offensive Player of the Year by the Times-Picayune. 

IAN SEAU DE 64" 240 CARLSBAD, CA 
Avocado League Defensive Player of the Year. Uncle, Junior Seau, played in NFL. 
CURRY SEXTON WR 6'0" 190 ABILENE, KS 
Named first-team Class 4A All-State by KFCA and the Wichita Eagle. 

SHAUN SIMON Gy VOR" 315 TULSA, OK 
Hutchinson (Kan.) CC transfer. Missed ‘10 with knee injury; did not play in ‘09. 
BOSTON STIVERSON OL. 614%, 295 ANDOVER, KS 
Named first-team Class 5A All-Kansas by Varsity Kansas. 

JUSTIN TUGGLE QB 6'3"—— (228 ALPHARETTA, GA 


Blinn (Texas) College transfer. No. 1 dual-threat junior college quarterback by Ri- 
vals. Began his career at Boston College. 

CODY WHITEHAIR oT 6's" 300 ABILENE, KS 
Named first-team Class 4A All-Kansas by Varsity Kansas. Had 15 sacks in ‘10. 
MESHAK WILLIAMS DL 6'4" 235 SYLVESTER, GA 
Hutchinson (Kan.) CC transfer. Had eight sacks and three forced fumbles in 10. 


DILLON WILSON KR ABION, i097 MIDLOTHIAN, TX 
Ranked No. 29 kicker in the country by ESPN.com. Hit 7-of-7 FGs in ‘09. 
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inutes after the Missouri Tigers wrapped up a 10-3 campaign with a frustrat- 
ing 27—-24 loss to Iowa in the Insight Bowl last year, junior quarterback Blaine 
Gabbert not-so-boldly predicted better things to come in 2011. “We are going 
to have one hell of a football team, I can tell you that right now,” Gabbert said. 
People should watch out for us next year, because we got a lot of guys coming back.” 

Less than a week later, Gabbert declared for the NFL Draft. A few days later, third-year 
sophomore defensive end Aldon Smith opted to go pro. 

The early departures of the two first-round talents were major blows to Missouri’s expe- 
rience and explosiveness on both sides of the ball. Still, with nine starters returning on of- 
fense and seven more on defense, the Tigers — led by a large senior class of more than 20 
members — have plenty to work with as they attempt to finish atop the reconfigured Big 
12 Conference. 


QUARTERBACKS The biggest question during spring practices, a question that will likely 
extend well into the fall, is who replaces Gabbert behind center. Sophomore James Franklin 
played sparingly last year in certain offensive packages — primarily as a runner — and is 
the only returning quarterback with game experience. He played in 10 games as a true 
freshman — completing 1 1-of-14 passes — and started spring drills atop the depth chart, 
but redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert, Blaine’s brother, made a push for the starting job in 


THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 8-4, 5-4 BIG 12 


Replacing quarterback Blaine Gabbert is the team’s biggest issue, but the track record at Missouri 
suggests the offense won't miss much of a beat. The new quarterback — either James Franklin or 
Tyler Gabbert — will be throwing to one of the Big 12’s best receiving corps and operating behind 
a solid offensive line. The defense must replace three key players in the secondary, but the line 
may be the best in the conference. The Tigers have the talent to be a threat in the new-look Big 
12 this fall. POSTSEASON: MEINEKE CAR CARE BOWL VS. PENN STATE 


the spring to virtually pull even in the race. Franklin is bigger and arguably the more mo- 
bile of the two, but Gabbert possesses plenty of moxie and a strong bloodline — if not his 
brother's prototypical size. Third-year sophomore Ashton Glaser has been in the program 
the longest, but he spent most of the spring working with the third unit while Franklin and 
Gabbert split snaps with the first team. “Whoever ends up being the guy ... I think we're 
going to end up being good at quarterback,” MU offensive coordinator David Yost says. 

“And I think we've got enough other things around us to take pressure off them, so they 

can make plays and kind of make those guys look good sometimes.” 


RUNNING BACKS Another competition exists at running back, but it’s not due to a lack 
of experience. Forced into a running back-by-committee system last year after senior 
starter Derrick Washington was dismissed from the team days before the season opener, 
the Tigers return their top three rushers from a year ago. De’Vion Moore started 11 
games and led the Tigers’ one-back attack with 517 yards and eight rushing touchdowns, 
but Henry Josey (437 yards) and Kendial Lawrence (422) were nearly as productive 
while both averaging 5.8 yards per carry. The running back rotation might continue 
this season with an added twist. During spring drills, the Tigers showcased some two- 
back formations and even short- -yardage sets featuring a fullback. With the offense 
breaking in a new quarterback, the running game — which combined for a surprising 
2,033 yards last year — might be emphasized even more. 


RECEIVERS Fourteen players caught at least one pass last year for the Tigers, and every 
one of them is back to snag a few more. T.J. Moe, a former high school quarterback, 
emerged as Missouri’s go-to receiver with a team-leading 92 catches for 1,045 yards and six 
scores. Jerrell Jackson entered with more experience and expectations last year, but a bro- 
ken wrist in the preseason slowed his second season as a starter. Fully healthy, Jackson could 
provide a much-needed breakaway threat to a group of receivers that, while productive, 
lacks explosiveness. Senior Wes Kemp is also entering his third season as a starter, and tight 
end Michael Egnew was named a Walter Camp All-American in his first season as a starter 
after catching 90 passes. Brandon Gerau's seven receptions lead the remaining group of six 
receivers or tight ends who caught a pass last year. Redshirt freshman Bud Sasser wasn’t 
among that group, but he showed the type of ability in the spring that indicates he'll be 
among the Missouri receivers looking for the ball in the fall. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN For the second consecutive season, the Tigers return four starters 
on the line. Left tackle Elvis Fisher leads a group of four senior starters, although he missed 
his second straight spring recovering from shoulder surgery. Expected to return healthy for 
his fourth season as a starter, Fisher should add to his string of 40 consecutive starts. Lin- 
ing up against Iowa All-American Adrian Clayborn in the Insight Bowl, Fisher allowed 
only one tackle. Dan Hoch, entering his third season as a starter, offers another 300-plus 
pounds of experienced tackle on the right side. Guard Austin Wuebbels will be another 
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Sept. 3 Miami (OH) 
Sept. 9 at Arizona State 
Sept. 17 Western Illinois 
Sept. 24 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 8 at Kansas State 
Oct. 15 — lowa State 
Oct. 22 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 29 at Texas ASM 
Nov. 5 at Baylor 
Nov. 12 Texas 
Nov. 19 Texas Tech 
Nov. 26  #Kansas 
#Kansas City, MO 


MICHAEL EGNEW 


Missouri returns all 14 players — : 
eight receivers, two tightends and 
four running backs — who caught a a 
pass last year. MU's top four re- [ = 
ceivers caught 87 percent of the 312 completions. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Moe, Egnew: Tim Umphery 


T.J. 
VIGE 


WASSOUKI WK: 


OFFENSE (9) 

WR 29 Jerrell Jackson (Sr.) 
WR 28 TJ. Moe (jr) 
WR 8 Wes Kemp (Sr) 
LT 72 Elvis Fisher (Sr.) 

LG 71 Jayson Palmgren (St.) 
C 53 Travis Ruth (Jr.) 

RG 66 Austin Wuebbels (Sr.) 
RT 77 Dan Hoch (Sr.) 

TE 82 Michael Egnew (Sr.) 


QB__1 James Franklin (So) 


TB 26 De'Vion Moore (Sr.) 
DEFENSE (7) 

LE___3 Jacquies Smith (St.) 
DT —_ 93 Terrell Resonno (Sr.) 


NG 90 Dominique Hamilton (Sr.) 


__ 87 Andrew Jones (Sr) 


85 Marcus Lucas (So.)_ 
16 Brandon Gerau (Sr.) 
21 Bud Sasser (Fr.) 

75 Jack Meiners (jr.) 
65 Mitch Morse (Fr.) 
68 Justin Britt (So.) 

78 Nick Demien (Fr.) 
74 Chris Freeman (So.) 


7 Tyler Gabbert (Ft) 


4 Kendial Lawrence (Jr.) 


_97 Kony Ealy (Ft. 


Sheldon Richardson (So.) 
94 Jimmy Burge (jr.) 


RE 57 Brad Madison (Jr.) 
WIB 25 Zaviar Gooden (Jr) 
SLB 32 Will Ebner (Sr.) 


SAM 48 Andrew Wilson (So.) _ 


(B__1 Kip Edwards (Jr) _ 
(B 31 EJ. Gaines (So.) 
SS 13 Kenji Jackson (Sr.) 
F510 Tavon Bolden (So) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

kK _95 Grant Ressel (St. 

P 97 Trey Barrow (jr) 


132 


52 Michael Sam (S0.)_ 


~ 12 Darvin Ruise (Fr) 


33 Luke Lambert (Sr.) 


___ 36 Jared Parham (Fr.) 


_22 Roberts Steeples (Jt) 
21 Trey Hobson (Sr.) 
30 Kenronte Walker (Jr. 


17 Matt White (50) _ 


__KR 6 Marcus Murphy (S0.) 


PR 1 Kip Edwards (Jr.) 
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three-year starter on the right side, with Jayson 
Palmgren set to begin his second year at left 
guard. The only question mark is at center, 
where All-Big 12 selection Tim Barnes gradu- 
ated after 40 consecutive starts at the position. 
Junior Travis Ruth and sophomore Justin Britt, 
who both saw significant action in last year’s 
guard rotation, will get the first cracks to re- 
place Barnes. Experienced depth among the 
linemen is in short supply after the Tigers’ top 
six. Junior Jack Meiners filled in for Fisher dur- 
ing spring drills, and redshirt freshmen Mitch 
Morse and Nick Demien might find them- 
selves in another guard rotation. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Despite losing its 
most feared playmaker in Smith, this 
-_unit could be even more productive if it 

avoids the injuries that hampered it last 
season and heralded recruit Sheldon Richard- 
son finally takes Faurot Field after a junior col- 
lege detour. Ends Jacquies Smith and Brad 
Madison combined for 13 sacks and 21 tackles 
for a loss last year, with Madison leading the 
team in both categories despite starting only 
two games. Michael Sam added 3.5 sacks off 
the edge, and redshirt freshman Kony Ealy has 
received comparisons to Aldon Smith after 
adding 40 pounds from his listed weight of 
210 when he first arrived on campus. The 
middle is a little more of a question. Will 
third-year starter Dominique Hamilton return 
to form after suffering a season-ending ankle 
injury in the win against Oklahoma? Will 
Richardson, considered one of the nation’s 
top high school linemen two years ago, be 
able to contribute immediately? After Hamil- 
ton’s injury, the Tigers struggled stopping the 
run without a disruptive force in the mid- 
dle. Senior Terrell Resonno is another returning 
starter on a promising defensive front who 
could hold the key to Missouri’s fate. 


LINEBACKERS Missouri has put a linebacker 
on the All-Big 12 team in six of the past seven 
years, and Zaviar Gooden could add to that 
number if he improves on an impressive soph- 
omore campaign that saw him lead the Tigers 
with 85 tackles. Will Ebner and Luke Lambert 
have considerable starting experience, but in- 
juries sidelined the two seniors for a combined 
12 games last year. Ebner has made 15 starts 
the past two years, and Lambert, who received 
a medical hardship from the NCAA in the off- 
season, has compiled 17 dating back to his one 
start as a freshman. Andrew Wilson is MU’s 
only other proven linebacker. He started three 
games for the injury-ravaged unit that hopes to 
hold up better. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Strong safety Kenji Jack- 
son is the lone returning starter from a unit that 
helped the Tigers improve their national rank- 
ing from 104th to 37th in pass defense in 
2010, but Missouri might possess more play- 
makers in its secondary than it’s had in years. 
Coming off his first full season as a starter, Jack- 
son ranked fourth on the Tigers with 66 tack- 
les. Sophomores Tavon Bolden and Matt 
White have also showed hard-hitting qualities 


TJ. Moe, WR Made miraculous catch and run to 
fally Tigers past San Diego State and continued 
big-play production en route to 1,045 yards. 
Dominique Hamilton, NT Defense wasn't the 
same after 300-pounder suffered season-end- 
ing ankle injury in Oklahoma win. 

Michael Egnew, TE Continued the legacy of Tiger 
tight ends in first season as a starter by catch- 
ing 90 passes and earning Walter Camp All- 
America honors. 

Brad Madison, DE Started only two games last 
year but still led Tigers with 7.5 sacks and 11 
tackles behind the line. 

Taviat Gooden, LB Posted a team-high 85 tack- 
les in his first season as a starter. 


BRAD MADISON 


Blaine Gabbert, QB With so much offensive fire- 
power returning, it would have been interesting 
to see what kind of numbers the cannon-armed 
first-round pick could have produced. 

Aldon Smith, DE After breakout redshirt fresh- 
man season, broken leg limited production last 
year but not enough to deter NFL scouts. 

Tim Barnes, C First-team All-Big 12 pick com- 
pleted his career with 40 consecutive starts. 
Andrew Gachkar, LB Hard hitter accumulated 
164 tackles in two years as starter. 

Matt Grabner, P In only season on the job, 
landed 29 punts inside the 20 last year. 


Listed at 210 pounds 
when he arrived on 
campus last year, 
redshirt freshman 
Kony Ealy packed 
another 40 pounds 
onto his athletic 
6'5" frame and was 
feceiving compar- 
isons to departed 
defensive end Aldon 
Smith during a dis- 
fuptive spring. The Tigers are expecting big 
things from Ealy this fall. 


Gooden: Chris Covatta; Madison:Tim Umphery; Jackson: Margaret Bowles 


@=) 2011 MISSOURI ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 10-3, 6-2 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS Hy/WT HOMETOWN — DEFENSIVE LINEMEN wywt HOMETOWN Sept. 4 ‘evs. illinois W 23-13 
1 Franklin, James 62/225 So. Corinth, TX 91. Burge, Jimmy 62/290 J. Houston, IX Sept. 11 McNeese State W 50- 6 
7 Gabbert, Tyler 6-0/190 FF. Ballwin, MO 55 Burnett, Brayden 63/245 So, Southlake, Tx Sept. 18 San Diego State W 27-24 
16 Glaser, Ashton 6-0/205 So. Springdale, AR 58 Donaldson, Brendan 62/285 Sr. St. Joseph, MO Sept. 25 Miami (OH) W 51-13 
ee ar rl nea en ne al Meera: |? thrde wae) 
RUNNING BA HOMETOWN , z . 0 |, 

38 Culver, Jared 511/250 Jr Downers Grove, IL 90 Hamilton, Dominique —6-5/305 Sr. El Paso, TX Oe 1G a ae me WW3 
20 Josey, Henry 510/185 So. Angleton, TX 89 Hoch, Matt 65/260 Fr. Harlan, IA Oct. 23 Oklahoma W 36-27 
4 Lawrence, Kendial 59/190 Jf. Rockwall, TX 57 Madison, Brad 6-4/265 ff. Bethany, MO Oct. 30 at Nebraska L 17331 
26 ee yeu ase 4 sche my 18 Malbrough, a 6-5/245 Jr Beaumont, IX Nov. 6 at Texas Tech L 17-24 
6 Murphy, Marcus 9/1 0. eSoto, 93 Resonno, Terre! 6-5/295 St. jefferson City, MO “ 
24 White, Greg 61/215 Ft. DeQueen, AR 52. Sam, Michael nape So. hitchcock, IX as es rae eae 
33. Wright, Kellen 59/205 Ft Frisco, X 3. Smith, Jacquies 64/255 Dalla, 1 OO ce 1S eee nes 
RECEIVERS I/WE HOMETOWN 64 Struckhoff, Tim 6-4/235 It Wentzville, MO Nov. 27 “vs. Kansas W 357 
14 Clark, jaleel 65/210 So. Allentown, PA 92. Sudhoff, Corey 6-0/265 St. Blue Springs, MO Dec. 28 #lowa L 24-27 
80 Dennis, Terry 673/200 St. Peculiar, MO 85 Thomas, Derrion 6-4/210 Fr. Lee's Summit, MO St. Louis “Kansas City #insight Bowl 

16 Gerau, Brandon 6-0/185 St. Columbia, MO 96 Vincent, Lucas 6-3/295 Ft. Olathe, KS 


88 Hunt, jimmie 61/195 Ft. Cahokia, IL 99 White, George 6-4/285 Flint, MI 2010 RANKINGS 


29 Jackson, Jerrell 6-1/185 St. Houston, TX 


7 LINEBACKERS HT, cL HOMETOWN 
8 Kemp, Wes 6-4/220 St. St. Louis, MO 16x Benner Donovan pe 60 Dallas, IX Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
#S: bs Merc ee att liberty, MO 54 Brennan, Michael 62/200 Ft Kahoka, MO Scoring §—-29.9ppg 8 4B 
3 McGaffie; Gahn 510/190 ff. Galena Park, IX vee S ; ee Rushin 156.4 6 57 
28 Moe, I. 6-0/200 J O'Fallon, mo 47. Burton, Adam 62/225 So. Lee's Summit, MO ung 4 ypg 
46. Peasel, Kyle 6-4/200 So. Troy, MO 45. Carpenter, Daniel 6-0/220 So. ; Hardin, MO Passing 253.2 ypg 6 33 
22 Plevel, Joe 6-0/200 J St. Louis, MO 32 Ebner, Will ; 6-1/230 St. Friendswood, TX Total 409.6 ypg 6 35 
21 Sasser, Bud 6-3/205 Fr. Denton, 1X 25 Gooden, Zaviar 6-2/225 Ir. Pflugerville, TX pefense PerGame Big 12 National 
9 Stricker, Kerwin 62/205 So. Washington, MO 33. Lambert, Luke 63/230 St. Brookfield, MO Scoring 16.1 ppg 7 6 
2 Washington, L'Damian 6-4/185 So. Shreveport, LA. 50. Martin, Denzel 5-11/230 So. Ladue, MO Puch es , ~ 
5 Woodland, Rolandis 63/195 J. St. Louis, MO 36 gl es ee Ft Coppell, 1x pa a5 i oe 
34 Randolph, Tony 511/220 So. Blue Springs, MO E 
Ube ihe, Bea sais 3 peace 12 Ruise, Darvin 62/225 Ft. Glen St. Mary, FL Total 356.4 ypg = 3 47 
84 Drain, Stephen 6-4/255 I. Crystal Lake, it 48 Wilson, Andrew 63/230 So. Peculiar, MO 10 Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
82 Egnew, Michael 6-6/240 St. Plainview, TX — DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN +11 +0.85 3 15 
87 Jones, Andrew 65/245 SF, Smithville, MO 46 Adzoh, Mariano 510/195 Ft. Maryland Heights, MO 
81 Waters, Eric 6-4/230 So. Mansfield, TX 10 Bolden, Tavon 62/205 So. Houston, TX 2010 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 45. Davis, Tyler 61/195 So, Eldon, MO 
79. Birdwell, john 6-6/270 It laMonte, Mo 14 Easterly, Daniel 6-4/190 Fr. Detroit, Ml INDIVIDUAL STATS 
68 Britt, Justin 65/295 So. Lebanon, MO 1: Edwards, Kip 61/195 It Arlington, Tx 
76 Brown, Quinn 63/275 St. Braymer, MO 31. Gaines, EJ. 510/190 So. Independence, MO Halal ATT COMP YDS TO INT 
51 Carberry, Stephen 6-4/295 So. Belleville, IL 43 Hamilton, Quincy 511/190 Ft. Benton, IL Blaine Gabbert 475 301 3,186 16 9 
61 Copeland, Max 63/270 So. Billings, MT. 21. Hobson, Trey 511/185 St. Stanley, KS James Franklin 14 11 106 1 1 
78 Demien, Nick 6-6/300 FF. Wentzville, MO —-.2.- Holt, Tristen 6-0/190 FF. Gilmer, TX 
72 Fisher, Elvis 6-5/295 Sf. Saint Petersburg, FL 13. Jackson, Kenji 510/200 St Mansfield, TX RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
74 Freeman, Chis 6-8/325 So. Trotwood, OH 7 Ponder, Randy 540/195 So. Edmond, OK De'VionMoore 99 517 52 8 
70 Gatti, Anthony 6-6/295 St, Louis, MO 26 smith, Xavier 541/185 Ft. Edmond, OK Henry Josey 76 437 5.8 5 
73 Hill, Mark 66/290 So. Branson 22 steeples, Robert 61/195 ft St. Louis, MO Kendial lawrence 73 422 58 4 
77 Hoch, Dan 67/315 St Harlan, 1A 30 Walker, Kenronte 6-0/205 jt Fayetteville, NC : 
56 Luce, Robert 62/295 Ft Dallas, Webb, Braylon 6-0/20 ft Gilmer, TX Blaine Gabbert.112 232 21 5 
50 Mack, Steven 61/240 Fr. Chicago, IL ta : : 4 
75 Meiners, Jack 6-6/305 fe Rg a ee eee ee pene T RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
65 Morse, Mitch 6-6/290 Fr Austin, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN TJ. Moe 92 1,045 114 6 
52. Norman, Marvin 62/265 Sr. Steger, IL u Barrow, a ae esa If. ro Mo Michael Egnew 90 762 85 5 
71 Palmgren, Jayson 62/305 St. Kansas City, MO 92. Brinser, Christian 6-0/180 Fi. Liberty, MO 
53 Ruth, Travis 63/295 ft. __Jefferson City, MO 91. Owens, Blake (K) 6-0/190 Fr Kansas City, MO Vel eel senate pees? TEI 
66 Wuebbels, Austin 64/295 St. Troy, IL 95 Ressel, Grant (K) 62/190 Sr. Jackson, MO Wes Kemp 39 420 10.8 3 
KICKING: Grant Ressel, 17-19 FGs, 45-47 XPs, 
96 points 


TACKLES: Zaviar Gooden, 85; 
Andrew Gachkar, 84 

SACKS: Brad Madison, 7.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Kevin Rutland, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Michael Egnew, TE 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Tyler Gabbert, QB 

TOP TARGET 

TJ. Moe, WR 

STOCK FALLING 
De'Vion Moore, RB 
POSITION BATTLE - QB 


HKENGI JACKSON —— James Franklin vs. Tyler Gabbert 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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as they battle for the starting free safety spot. A virtual starter 
last year in Missouri's nickel package, Kip Edwards is the 
only returning cornerback with an interception. Junior 


HEAD COACH: Gary Pinkel 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 77-49 (10 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 150-86-3 (20 years) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: David Yost Roberts Steeples and sophomore E.J. Gaines should receive 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Steckel__ - plenty of opportunities to pick off their first college passes 
LOCATION: Columbia, Mo. this season. 

ml San SPECIALISTS Entering his third year as the kicker, senior 


Grant Ressel has been a consistently accurate weapon for the 
Tigers. Combining field goals and extra points, Ressel has missed only five kicks in 132 attempts with 
along field goal of 50 yards. Trey Barrow handled the kickoff duties last year and will likely take over 
at punter. He punted twice in a reserve role last year and also ran 26 yards on a successful fake punt 
against Colorado. The Tigers weren't good in the return game last season, ranking 91st in the nation 
in punt returns and 78th in kickoff returns. That is an area the staff would like to see become more 
productive this fall. 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MISSOURI “It will be interesting to see how they replace Blaine Gabbert. They lost 
a great one at quarterback. None of their running backs really scare you that much, but Michael Egnew is a 
good one at tight end. Also TJ. Moe catches anything thrown his way. You have to always account for both of 
those guys. If they can find an adequate replacement at quarterback, they should be set. ... It is a hard place 
to play. They have some pretty intense fans. ... Gary Pinkel is a great coach. That staff has been together for 
so long, they all know each other so well. They know the adjustments they need to make at halftime. They 
know the exact type of kid they want to recruit. ... They are a program that will continue to keep rising. Espe- 
cially with Nebraska leaving, they have a chance to be really good. They might be the next big team. ... They 
were very good on defense last year. They had playmakers. Their two defensive ends (Jacquies Smith and 
Aldon Smith) were unbelievable. Their linebackers were good. They are long and athletic. ... Missouri will be a 
solid team again, but | don’t think they‘ in the class of Oklahoma. But then again, who is? ... The thing 
about Missouri is that they run a spread offense, but they’te unique in their own way. If Oregon is unique and 
Auburn is unique in their spread attacks, Missouri is unique in their own way. Trying to get ready in four days 
to face their offense is not an easy task.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


TOO CLOSE TO CALL How competitive is the 
battle between sophomore James Franklin and 
redshirt freshman Tyler Gabbert for Missouri’s 
starting quarterback job? According to statis- 
tics kept by Missouri’s media relations staff 
during the four spring scrimmages, Gabbert 
held the slightest of statistical edges. Trying to 
replace his older brother Blaine, who left a 
year early for the NFL, Gabbert completed 
60.4 percent of his passes for 568 yards, two 
touchdowns and two interceptions and had a 
112.8 passer rating. Franklin, who played in 
10 games last year as Blaine’s backup, com- 
pleted 60.0 percent in the spring for 549 
yards, four touchdowns, two interceptions and 
a 112.7 rating. 


SENIOR CITIZENS A large senior class with 
loads of starting experience will lead the 
Tigers into 2011. Including kicker Grant Ressel, 
as many as 15 seniors could end up starting 
on either side of the ball. Missouri returns 
eight senior starters on offense, with half of 
those coming from an offensive line that 
boasts a combined 104 starts. The only posi- 
tion where the Tigers don’t have a senior in 
the starting mix? Yep, you guessed it, quarter- 
back. 


ANOTHER SENIOR MOMENT Linebacker 
Luke Lambert is actually entering his second 
senior season. A senior co-captain last year, 
Lambert received a medical hardship waiver 
from the NCAA and another year of eligibility 
after hamstring and knee injuries limited what 
was supposed to be his final collegiate season 
to three games. After gaining half of his 18 
career starts as a sophomore, Lambert has 
missed 16 games the past two years because 
of injuries. His junior season was cut short by 
a shoulder injury. “I just want to play again,” 
Lambert says. “1 want to play a full season 
where I'm healthy and | can help my team 
win games.” 


3-POINT GUARDS In an effort to get more 
physical on the offensive line and boost its 
tushing attack, Missouri's guards will almost 
exclusively use a three-point stance. Since the 
Tigers switched to a shotgun spread offense in 
2005, their guards have operated out of a 
squatting, upright stance. “I like it better, per- 
sonally,” senior guard Austin Wuebbels says. 
“You’te more explosive off the ball. You get 
your hips low, pads low.” While the guards 
will line up with one hand on the ground, 
Missouri's tackles will remain in two-point 
stances. 


PINKEL ON THE BRINK Gary Pinkel agreed 
to a two-year contract extension in the offsea- 
son that should keep the 59-year-old head 
coach on the Missouri sideline through 2017. 
Posting a 77-49 record in 10 seasons with the 
Tigers — including a 40-14 mark the past four 
years — Pinkel is on track to become the foot- 
ball program’s most successful coach. He needs 
17 wins to pass Dan Devine for No. 2 and 25 
to top Don Faurot’s school-record total of 101. 


Margaret Bowles 


2011 MISSOURI SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


The Tigers signed 17 prospects during this recruiting season, the smallest 
batch of recruits in the Gary Pinkel era. Rivals.com tabbed the group as the 
45th-best in the country, but the class averaged just over three stars per 
player, which was 28th-best. 

Only four prospects hail from the Show-Me State, the lowest number of 
homegrown players Pinkel has signed in at least nine years. The Tigers con- 
tinued to supplement the talent on their roster with players from Texas, 
signing nine prospects from that state. 

Pinkel and his coaching staff focused their attention on the defensive side 
of the ball (10 players), and the offensive line (four). The team added only 
three players to the offensive skill positions — quarterback Corbin Berk- 
stresser and wide receivers Wesley Leftwich and Brandon Hannah. 

Leftwich and two other players, offensive lineman Michael Boddie of 
Gilmer, Texas, and defensive lineman Gerrand Johnson enrolled early and 
participated in spring practices. 

Although light on numbers, Missouri's class has some interesting story- 
lines, especially from the in-state recruits. 

Berkstresser, a 6'3", 220-pounder, starred in a spread offense similar to 
Missouri's in high school, which could benefit him come fall during the com- 
petition to succeed Blaine Gabbert, who left early for the NFL Draft. 

Leftwich, a homegrown product, put up impressive workout numbers — 
consistently turning in 4.3-second 40-yard times during offseason camps — 
but never produced gaudy football statistics at Hickman High School, where 
he also served as the team’s kicker and punter. 

Hannah, a member of the state-championship basketball team as a soph- 
omore, has not played in an organized football game since his freshman 
year because of injuries. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 

BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive Backs .....scsssssvvesessessesees HMMM ORAS cess, acessevseavoaatocanccheaysoecorseeurics 9 
Offensive Linemen... SMSO Ls. -.sssacseruricescivnecossenrerines 4 
Defensive Linemen . NM IANSAS: scasscsavsistsaasssssaasstianeriaestennce 1 
Linebackers ........ 3 Louisiana ...... 

Wide Receivers ..2 North Dakota 

OTFCC pL (a se eiiaereeenrrnen ent A) 1 Oklahoma...... 
SPOTLIGHT ON... 


SHELDON RICHARDSON ° DT « ST. LOUIS, MO 

It has been a long and eventful courtship between the Missouri Tigers and 
Sheldon Richardson. 

The 6'4”, 290-pound defensive lineman from St. Louis was a 5-star recruit 
in 2009, ranked by Rivals.com as the top defensive lineman in the country, 
when he initially committed to Missouri, but failed to qualify academically 
and enrolled at College of the Sequoias in Visalia, Calif. 

After redshirting last year, Richardson will have three years to complete 
three years of eligibility for the Tigers. But there were times when it looked 
like Richardson would never suit up for the Tigers. 

Even while saying he would honor his Missouri commitment, Richardson 
continued to listen to other suitors while in junior college. In November, 
Richardson told reporters he had changed his mind and would sign with USC, 
citing Trojans’ defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin’s ability to prepare him for 
the NFL after only one season in college. Richardson then remained quiet 
until Signing Day, when he re-committed to the Tigers. Missouri fans are 
hoping Richardson is worth the wait when he arrives on campus this fall. 

“If Richardson has a pro football contract as his goal, he needs to hit the 
ground running,” recruiting analyst Danny Heitert told the Columbia (Mo.) 
Daily Tribune. “The net effect of Richardson's self-inflicted boasting, the Tiger 
staff’s lust to finally get some return on investment and the genuine need 


for a quick, strong, block-shedding defensive tackle — it provides a perfect 
storm for a huge impact.” 


CORBIN BERKSTRESSER OB) G30) 220 LEE’S SUMMIT, MO 
Ranked No. 3 prospect in Missouri and No. 16 pro-style quarterback in the na- 
tion by Rivals, No. 33 quarterback in country by Scout and No. 43 by ESPN.com. 
Passed for 3,369 yards, 36 TDs and six INTs, rushed for 712 yards and 12 TDs in 
‘10. Also named second-team All-State in baseball. 

MICHAEL BODDIE oT 6'6" 280 GILMER, TX 
Ranked No. 79 offensive tackle in the country by ESPN.com. Won two Class 3A 
state championships at Gilmer HS. 

KENTRELL BROTHERS LBs oi" 220 GUTHRIE, OK 
Named Defensive Player of the Year by the Daily Oklahoman. Registered 100 
tackles and 19 sacks; 53 catches for 1,322 yards and 16 TDs in ‘10. Had 98 tack- 
les and 18 sacks; 63 catches for 1,122 yards and 12 TDs in '09. Recorded 91 
tackles and 15 sacks; 33 catches for 603 yards and nine TDs in ‘08. Ranked No. 
9 prospect in Oklahoma and No. 36 outside linebacker in the nation by Rivals. 
CORTLAND BROWNING EB) 62" 195 TYLER, TX 
Ranked No. 48 cornerback in the nation and No. 94 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
Recorded 56 tackles and one INT in ‘10; 50 tackles and two INTs in ‘09. 
TAYLOR CHAPPELL oT 66" 280 CANADIAN, TX 
Ranked No. 53 offensive tackle in the country and No. 81 prospect in Texas by 
Rivals. Allowed zero sacks as junior and senior. 

BRANDON DURANT 1B 60" = 205 COPPERAS COVE, TX 
Recorded 182 tackles and three sacks in 10; 162 tackles and three sacks in ‘09; 
85 tackles in ‘08. Twice named first-team Academic All-District. 

CLARENCE GREEN 1B 60" = 210 CLUTE, TX 
Registered 131 tackles, 7.5 sacks, four fumble recoveries and two INTs in ‘09. 
Named second-team all-county in 10, despite season shortened by foot injury. 


BRANDON HANNAH WR 63" 235 ST. LOUIS, MO 
Ranked No. 17 prospect in Missouri by Rivals. Injured knee in ‘08 and ‘09, 
DAVID JOHNSON (Bo 6'0" = 190 SPRING, TX 


Recorded 60 tackles, two forced fumbles and two INTs in five games before sea- 
son-ending knee injury in ‘10; 15 catches for 400 yards and seven TDs in ‘09. 
Won 110-meter hurdles at Nike Track Nationals in ‘10. Named Indoor All-Amer- 
ican in 60-meter hurdles and pentathlon. 


GERRAND JOHNSON OT 62" 285 RAYVILLE, LA 
Ranked No. 38 prospect in Louisiana and No. 57 defensive tackle in the country 
by Rivals. Recorded 84 tackles, nine sacks and two fumble recoveries as a sen- 
ior; 91 tackles, seven sacks and six forced fumbles as junior. 


WESLEY LEFTWICH WR = 6'2".— 200 COLUMBIA, MO 
Ranked No. 16 prospect in Missouri by Rivals. Recorded 16 catches for 257 yards 
and four TDs as a senior; 17 catches for 376 yards and five TDs as a junior. Broke 
40-yard dash record (4.31) held by Percy Harvin at U.S. Army National Combine. 


CONNOR McGOVERN 0G 614" 280 FARGO, ND 
Named North Dakota Gatorade Player of the Year and first-team Class AA All- 
State. Recorded 89 tackles, three sacks and two forced fumbles as a senior; 49 
tackles and three sacks as a junior. Ranked No. 84 offensive guard in the nation 
by Scout. Won two straight Class AA state championships at Shanley HS. 


BRAD MCNULTY 0G = =6'3"— 305 ALLEN, TX 
Named first-team Class 5A All-State. Won state championship at Allen HS in ‘09. 
ERNEST PAYTON Sm 16'S 5995 COLLEGE STATION, TX 


Recorded 85 tackles, four INTs and three forced fumbles as a senior. Originally 
from Galveston, Texas, but was displaced in 2008 due to Hurricane Ike. 


SHANE RAY DE 6'3". 230 »=— SHAWNEE MISSION, KS 
Ranked No. 3 prospect in Kansas and No. 17 weak-side defensive end in the 
country by Rivals, No. 28 defensive end in country by Scout. Registered 100 
tackles, 10.5 sacks, three forced fumbles and one blocked punt as a senior; 131 
tackles, 15 sacks and four forced fumbles as a junior. Father, Wendell, played at 
Mizzou under Warten Powers and for NFL's Vikings. 


SHELDON RICHARDSON ot 64a" 2590 ST. LOUIS, MO 
College of the Sequoias (Calif.) transfer. Ranked No. 3 JUCO prospect in nation 
by Rivals. U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 1 defensive tackle in the country, 
No. 1 prospect in Missouri and No. 4 prospect in nation by Rivals as a HS senior. 
Recorded 88 tackles, 19 sacks, seven fumble recoveries, five forced fumbles and 
six defensive TDs; 27 catches for 541 yards and eight TDs in ‘09. 

IAN SIMON DB 5'11"—- 180 MANSFIELD, TX 
Recorded 68 tackles, two INTs, one defensive TD, one rush TD, one receiving TD 
and one kick return for TD in 10; 72 tackles, three fumble recoveries, two forced 
fumbles and two INTs in ‘09; 94 tackles and three INTs in ’08. 
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“BR ball’s top passer. Stats aside, Jones’ greatest gains came mentally as he emerged as a better 


o ,) game manager and leader, revealing a confidence and poise that had been absent until the 


a i jury in 2009. “I remember going into it and not knowing how to prepare for games. One 
= J thing that was huge for me was to understand that every day in practice, every snap mat- 
@ J ters. That will carry over. How you practice will carry over into Saturday. How you watch 
‘yaxst film will carry over into Saturday.” The work ethic has carried over off the field, where 


==» } and fronted by an improving offensive line, Jones will take aim at most of OU’s season 


a: 


} 
| =— i 


klahoma clicked through a rehabilitation checklist of sorts in 2010. The Sooners 
beat Texas for the first time in three years. They captured the Big 12 Conference 
championship. And they won a BCS bowl, halting that nagging five-game losing 
streak. 
The Sooners checked them all off convincingly, with a runaway win over Connecticut 
in the Fiesta Bowl, topping off a 12-2 season. Now, just one major item remains on the 
» list — another BCS championship. 
“Realistically, with our fanbase here in the state of Oklahoma, we're expected to win it 
every year,” says Sooners coach Bob Stoops. “So how is this season any different? 
“Tt isn’t going away and there's nothing I can do about it.” 
Yet make no mistake, the Sooners are setting out to definitely do something about it, with 
a national title — the school’s eighth — clearly in the crosshairs. 
That's why linebacker Travis Lewis, wide receiver Ryan Broyles and quarterback Landry 


_ Jones all came back, dismissing opportunities to jump to the NFL. 


Oklahoma returns 14 starters, 15 if cornerback Jamell Fleming makes it back from aca- 
demic suspension. The biggest questions seem to reside on defense, where several key con- 
tributors moved on and the secondary is undergoing an overhaul. 


| Yet by the end of spring drills, the buzz hinted at this being one of the best defenses of 
the Stoops era. 

“This is Oklahoma,” Lewis says. “Our coaches do a great job of recruiting. We restock 
with athletes and keep it rolling.” 


l Jones made the leap among the quarterbacking elite, leading the Big 12 
in passing yards and touchdowns and winning the Sammy Baugh Award as college foot- 


midway point of last year. “My life changed a lot from being a backup to being thrown 
~» into the fire,” says Jones, who was rushed into duty when Sam Bradford was lost to in- 


+ ) Jones worked in the winter to remake his body, putting on nearly 20 pounds of bulk — 
* up to 230 pounds — and improving his foot speed. Surrounded by tantalizing weapons 


and career passing records this fall. Sophomore Drew Allen and redshirt freshman Blake 
/_) Bell continue to battle for the backup role, along with a head start on the 2012 starter's 
job, should Jones leave for the NFL after this season. Allen edged ahead with a strong 
spring, although many project Bell as the quarterback of the future. 


The main challenge on offense is replacing All-Big 12 back DeMarco 
Murray, who finished his career atop the school’s all-purpose yardage list at 6,719. What 
the Sooners will miss most is Murray's versatility, as he was the complete package — power 
| _ and speed, receiver and pass blocker, a dangerous runner and return man. OU doesn't have 


| that style of back as a replacement. Instead, the Sooners will use as many as four or five backs 


to fill all those roles. Brennan Clay and Roy Finch, who played as true freshmen, are run- 
ner-receiver types who fit OU’s version of the spread. Jonathan Miller, who missed last sea- 
son recovering from a knee injury, is more of a between-the-tackles runner. The most buzz, 
however, belongs with true freshman Brandon Williams, one of the nation’s top recruits 
who enrolled in January in hopes of putting himself in the mix. Dominique Whaley, a 
walk-on transfer who surprised in the spring, is a longshot to steal a share of the snaps. “I 
- believe it will be more by committee,” says Stoops. “We don't need any one guy to have to 
| do it. These guys all bring a different speed, a litle changeup in how they run, those kinds 
of things. As long as they're taking care of the football, we'll use them all.” 


Broyles draws the headlines, and rightly so. A consensus All-American 

and Biletnikoff Award finalist, he produced the greatest receiving season in school his- 

tory a year a ago, setting nine program records. He's already OU’s leader in career 
== scoring catches with 35 touchdowns. But there's quality help, too, with speedy Kenny 
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7006 2007 2008 +«2009-=—«2010 


Tulsa 
at Florida State 
Missouri 


Ball State 
#Texas 


_ at Kansas 


Texas Tech 

at Kansas State 
Texas A&M 

lowa State 

at Baylor 

at Oklahoma State 
#Dallas, TX 


FRANK ALEXANDER 


Jones: Layne Murdoch; Alexande: chris Covatta 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 24 Dejuan Miller (Sr.) 


Trey Metoyer (Ft.) | 


WR 4 Kenny Stills (So.) 
WR _ 85 Ryan Broyles (sr.)_ 


ow 59 Donald Stephenson (Sr) 


19 justin McCay (Fr.) 


2 Trey Franks (S0.) 


79 Daryl Wiliams (2) 


iG 64 Gabe Ikard (So.) 


__7T7 Stephen Good (Sr.) 


C 61 Ben Habern (jr.) 
RG 75 Tyler Evans (Jr) 
RI__ 73 Josh Aladenoye (So.) 


50 Austin Woods (So.)_ 


74 Adam Shead (Fr.) j 
87 Lane Johnson (jr.) 


TE 82 James Hanna (Sr.) 
Q8 12 Landry Jones (Jr.) 
RB 22 Roy Finch (So.) 


89 Austin Haywod (50) 


15 Drew Allen (So.) 
21 Brennan Clay (S0.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE _ 56 Ronnell Lewis (jt) 


91 RJ. Washington (Jr) 


DT 92 Stacy McGee (Jr.) 


97 Jamarkus McFarland (jr.) 


DT 53 Casey Walker (Jr.) 


93 Daniel Noble (So.) 


DE 84 Frank Alexander (Sr.) 
LB _1 Tony Jefferson (So.) 


90 David King (jc) 


5 Joseph Ibiloye (Jr.) 


1B 12 Austin Box (Sr) 


18 28 Travis Lewis (Sr) 


(B —_9 Gabe Lynn (So.) 


(B 6 Demontre Hurst (Jr.) 


21 Tom Wort (S0.) 


T cae Neon) 


2 Julian Wilson (Ft) 
15 Lamar Hartis (jr.) | 


SS 14 Aaron Colvin (So.) 


8 James Haynes (Ft.) 


FS 30 Javon Harris (jr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K__17 Jimmy Stevens (1) 


P 36 Tress Way (Jr) 


27 Sam Procor(St) | 


KR 2 Trey Franks (So.) 


PR 85 Ryan Broyles (St,) 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Stills primed for a big season following a break- 
out as a freshman a year ago, when he started 
every game and provided a deep threat opposite 
Broyles. Dejuan Miller’s time at OU has been 
marred by a series of injuries, but a healthy and 
productive spring has him back on the radar. 
And at 6'4", he offers a big target. Talented 
youngsters like Trey Franks, Jaz Reynolds, Shel- 
don McClain and Justin McCay are pushing 
for playing time. And incoming freshman Trey 
Metoyer, a prize of the recruiting class, could 
force his way into the mix in August. James 
Hanna came on late last year and now rates as 
one of the league's top tight ends. Hanna's seven 
touchdown receptions were second only to 
Broyles’ 14 scoring grabs. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN A maligned group at 
times in recent years, the unit appears to be fi- 
nally growing up. An improved pass-blocking 
crew last year, the line kept Jones upright reg- 
ularly with time to pick apart enemy defenses 
and post massive numbers through the air. But 
blocking for the running game was spotty, as 
the Sooners averaged just 3.3 yards per carry 
and failed in several big games to punch the ball 
across in goal line situations. The spring sug- 
gested those problems were past. “I think the 
improvement in our offensive line overall has 
been very noticeable,” Stoops says. “Our abil- 
ity and just being sounder in running the 
football is something I’ve seen.” Six players 
with starting experience are in place, led by 
center Ben Habern and guard Gabe Ikard. 
Buta group of young linemen boosted com- 
petition in the spring, when the switch of 
Lane Johnson from defensive end to offen- 
sive tackle sniffed of genius. “It’s going to end 
up wonderfully for him and us,” Stoops says. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN For all the stockpiling 
of talent the Sooners have done, they've strug- 
gled to score with defensive tackles, leaving the 
middle of their defensive front unimposing. 
Stacy McGee and Casey Walker at least offer 
experience, but Jamarkus McFarland so far 
hasn‘t lived up to his advanced hype. On the 
bright side, ends Frank Alexander and Ronnell 
Lewis cover up some of the inadequacies inside. 
Athletic and physical, Alexander and Lewis are 
All-Big 12 types who can rush the passer and 
halt running backs in their tracks. David King 
and R.J. Washington are solid backups. 


LINEBACKERS Lewis isa star, a proba- 
ble first-round NFL Draft pick whose 
ae motor runs full speed, as evidenced by a 
three-year run as the team’s leading tack- 
ler. During that span, Lewis has posted a stag- 
gering total of 362 stops. Lewis’ backup, Corey 
Nelson, was a star of spring drills and may force 
his way into a position change to get his skills 
onto the field. Austin Box finally found good 
health late last season and shined, helping shore 
up OU’s run defense. Tom Wort manned the 
middle when Box was slowed and performed 
well as a freshman. Tony Jefferson's debut in the 
hybrid role on the strong side resulted in a Big 
12 Defensive Newcomer of the Year nod last 
season. 


KEY SOONERS 


Landry Jones, QB Maturing into one of the Big 
12’s best quarterbacks; can Jones lead a na- 
tional title run? 

Ryan Broyles, WR He was an All-American in 
2010, and the senior wideout plans on being 
even better this fall. 

Kenny Stills, WR Broyles is a given, but if Stills 
provides a consistent deep threat, look out. 
Travis Lewis, LB Emotionally, physically and sta- 
tistically, Lewis is the unquestioned leader of 
the Sooner D. 

Frank Alexander, DE Finally out of the shadow 
of Jeremy Beal; it’s Alexander's time to shine. 


TRAVIS LEWIS 


KEY LOSSES 


DeMarco Murray, RB Replacing all of Murray’s 
skills, even by committee, is easier said than 
done. 

Jeremy Beal, DE Led the Sooners in sacks and 
tackles for a loss with his high-motor energy. 
Quinton Carter, FS An All-American and two-year 
starter; Carter's good work extended off the 
field, too. 

Jonathan Nelson, SS Carter's running mate, Nel- 
son was the team’s second-leading tackler with 
102 stops. 

Adrian Taylor, DT With depth and ability inside a 
concern, OU could use Taylor's grit and tough- 
ness. 


The Sooners are 
committed to a 
committee approach 
at running back. At 
least until Brandon 
Williams seizes the 
job outright. The 
true freshman, 
ranked among the 
nation’s premier 
prep backs, enrolled 
early at OU and 
made an immediate 
impression in the spring. His combination of 
size (6'0", 190) and speed may not wait. 


Jefferson, Lewis, Stills: Layne Murdoch 


0 2011 OKLAHOMA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

15 Allen, Orew 

10 Bell, Blake 

7 Cochran, Cayden 
12 Jones, Landry 

6 Sherrard, Ben 

11 Thompson, Kendal 


RUNNING BACKS 

34 Calhoun, Jermie 
21 Clay, Brennan 
49 Driskill, David 
22 Finch, Roy 

33 Millard, Trey 

26 Miller, Jonathan 
32 Musil, Marshall 
28 Wegher, Brandon 
36 Welchert, David 
31 Whaley, Dominique 


RECEIVERS 

38 Bradley, Derrick 
85 Broyles, Ryan 
9 Caro, Ryan 

2 Franks, Trey 
19 McCay, Justin 
88. McClain, Sheldon 
24 Miller, Dejuan 
3 Powell, Joe 

16 Reynolds, Jaz 
4 Stills, Kenny 
81 Symonds, Nyko 


TIGHT ENDS 

81 Brown, Jarrett 
82 Hanna, James 
89 Haywood, Austin 
47 Rattertee, Trent 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
73 Aladenoye, Josh 
75 Evans, Tyler 

77 Good, Stephen 
61 Haber, Ben 

64 Ikard, Gabe 

68 Irwin, Bronson 
87 Johnson, Lane 
76 Jones, Jarvis 

78 Reed, Jake 

60 Serruto, Drew 
74 Shead, Adam 
59 Stephenson, Donald 
71 Thompson, Tyrus 
79 Williams, Daryl 
50 Woods, Austin 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
84 Alexander, Frank 


HT/WT 
6-5/236 
6-6/241 
6-0/182 
6-4/230 
6-4/220 
6-1/170 
HT/WT 
511/214 
5-11/185 
61/235 
5:8/173 
61/249 
511/197 
6-2/230 
510/180 
6-1/229 
510/197 
HT/WT 
5-6/170 
5-11/192 
5-6/171 
5-10/184 
6-2/209 
61/184 
6-4/216 
5-11/166 
62/182 
6-0/181 
510/163 
HT/WT 
6-3/248 
6-3/233 
6-3/239 
63/248 
HI/WI 
6-4/322 
6-4/326 
6-4/293 
6-2/291 
6-2/290 
6-4/308 
6-6/267 
6-6/308 
6-5/292 
6-5/285 
63/316 
6-5/303 
6-4/290 
6-4/304 
6-4/305 


HT/WT 
6-3/259 


HOMETOWN 
San Antonio, TX 
Wichita, KS 
Cashion, OK 
Artesia, NM 
Arlington, TX 
Moore, OK 


HOMETOWN 

Ben Wheeler, TX 
San Diego, CA 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Niceville, FL 
Columbia, MO 
Garland, TX 

La Crosse, KS 
Sioux Falls, 1A 

St. Joseph, MO 
Lawton, OK 
HOMETOWN 
Houston, IX 
Norman, OK 

De Soto, 1X 
Orange, IX 
Shawnee Mission, KS 
Cibolo, TX 
Metuchen, Nj 
Dallas, TX 
Houston, TX 
Encinitas, CA 
Oklahoma City, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Arlington, 1X 
Flower Mound, TX 
Moore, OK 
Weatherford, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Mesquite, TX 
Strafford, MO 

Paris, TX 

Argyle, 1X 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Mustang, OK 

Groveton, TX 
Richmond, TX 
Ardmore, OK 

Centerville, OH 
Cedar Hill, TX 

- Blue Springs, MO 
Pflugerville, TX 
Lake Dallas, TX 
Rockwall, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Baton Rouge, LA 


85 Grissom, Geneo 
58 Humphrey, Eric 
90 King, David 

56 Lewis, Ronnell 
97 McFarland, Jamarkus 
92 McGee, Stacy 
98 Ndulue, Chuka 
93 Noble, Daniel 
94 Peterson, Torrea 
53 Walker, Casey 
91 Washington, R.J. 
52 Williams, Damon 
67 Wilson, Matt 


LINEBACKERS 

55 Bird, Jaydan 
12 Box, Austin 

10 Favors, Rashod 
25 Franklin, Aaron 
31 Franklin, Daniel 
45 Gastelum, Caleb 
5 Ibiloye, Joseph 
1 Jefferson, Tony 
41 Lee, Etik 

28 Lewis, Travis 

7 Nelson, Corey 
48 Taylos, Londell 
21 Wort, Tom 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
19 Bell, Jesse 

11 Brent, Kevin 
14 Colvin, Aaron 
30 Harris, Javon 
15 Harris, Lamar 
29 Hayes, Quentin 
8 Haynes, James 
6 Hurst, Demontre 
9 Lynn, Gabe 

47 Montana, Zach 
42 Paulsen, Jesse 
27 Proctor, Sam 

39 Schooley, Dillion 
43. Sosanya, John 
2 Wilson, Julian 
35 Winters, Julian 


SPECIALISTS 

94. Easley, Bryce (K) 

18 Hunnicutt, Michael (K) 
43 O'Hara, Patrick (K) 

17 Stevens, Jimmy (K) 
36 Way, Tress (P) 

86 Winchester, James (LS) 


6-3/249 
6-2/262 
6-4/258 
62/237 
641/294 
6-4/284 
62/255 
62/276 
6-2/280 
6-1/308 
63/261 
63/281 
6-4/220 
HT/WT 
6-2/245 
6-1/228 
6-0/238 
61/206 
61/229 
61/196 
62/222 
5-10/199 
6-2/208 
62/233 
6-0/208 
6-0/213 
6-0/227 
HT/WT 
511/182 
511/220 
511/175 
511/203 
6-0/190 
6-0/179 
6-0/189 
5-9/172 
6-0/188 
511/192 
6-0/193 
511/226 
511/177 
511/186 
6-2/182 
510/156 
HI/WT 
6-0/199 
510/165 
6-0/192 
5:5/172 
641/221 
6-3/200 


Hutchinson, KS 
Dallas, TX 
Houston, TX 
Dewar, OK 

Lutkin, TX 
Muskogee, OK 
Dallas, TX 

Flower Mound, TX 
San Antonio, TX 
Garland, TX 

Fort Worth, TX 
Irving, TX 

Winston Salem, NC 
HOMETOWN 
Wichita, KS 

Enid, OK 

Fort Worth, TX 
Marshall, TX 
Mount Airy, GA 
Claremore, OK 
Garland, TX 

Chula Vista, CA 
Oklahoma City, OK 
San Antonio, TX 
Dallas, TX 

Vian, OK 

New Braunfels, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Rowlett, TX 
Dallas, 1X 

Owasso, OK 
Lawton, OK 
Gilmer, TX 
Lancaster, TX 
Orange, TX 
Lancaster, TX 
Jenks, OK 

Flower Mound, TX 
Albuquerque, NM 
Pearland, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Moore, OK 
Sacramento, CA 


HOMETOWN 
Norman, OK 
Richardson, TX 
Topeka, KS 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Tulsa, OK 
Washington, OK 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 12-2, 6-2 (BIG 12) 


Sept. 4 Utah State W 31-24 
Sept. 11 Florida State W 47-17 
Sept. 18 Air Force W 27-24 
Sept. 25 at Cincinnati We 31-29. 
Oct. 2 vs. Texas W 28-20 
Oct. 16 lowa State Wir 52-10 
Oct. 23 at Missouri Lo 27536 
Oct. 30 Colorado W 43-10 
Nov. 6 at Texas ASM L 19-33 
Nov. 13. Texas Tech W 45-7 
Nov. 20 at Baylor W 53-24 
Nov. 27 at Oklahoma State W 47-41 
Dec. 4 “vs. Nebraska W 23-20 
Jan. 1 #Connecticut W 48-20 
Dallas “Arlington #Fiesta Bow! 

2010 RANKINGS 
Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 37.2 ppg 2 14 
Rushing 138.0 ypg 10 83 
Passing 343.4 ypg 2 3 
Total 481.4 ypg 2 10 
Defense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 21.8 ppg = 3 33 
Rushing 148.9 ypg 5 58 
Passing 212.9 ypg 4 51 
Total 361.9 ypg 4 53 

10 Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
+14 +100 1 7 

2010 

INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


Landry Jones 617 405 4,718 38 12 
Drew Allen 14 9) 8970) 0 


RUSHING AlT YDS AVG TD 
DeMarco Murray 282 1,214 4.3 15 
Roy Finch 85) (398 4.7) 2 
MossisMadu 59 254 43 1 
BrennanClay 36 127 3.5 0 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Ryan Broyles 131 1,622 12.4 14 
DeMarco Murray 71 594 84 5 
Kenny Stills 61 786 12.9 5 
Cameron Kenney 33 544 16.5 4 


KICKING: Jimmy Stevens, 19-23 FGs, 53-53 
XPs, 110 points 

TACKLES: Travis Lewis, 109; 

Jonathan Nelson, 102 

SACKS: Jeremy Beal, 8.5; Frank Alexander, 7 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jamell Fleming, 5; 


Quinton Carter, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Landry Jones, QB 

FRESHMAN PHENOM 

Brandon Williams, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Ryan Broyles, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Kenny Stills, WR 
COORDINATOR EFFECT 

Lost OC Kevin Wilson to Indiana 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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- Even without Fleming, the Sooners sec- 
Bob Stoops 


129-31 (12 years) ondary was superb in the spring, easing earlier concerns. 

129-31 (12 years) Gabe Lynn, once the top prospect in Oklahoma, jumped 

Josh Heupel, into Fleming's cornerback spot and played well. The other 

Jay Norvell corner was already secure with veteran Demontre Hurst. 

S: Brent Venables, Javon Harris and Sam Proctor continue an extended battle 

Bobby Jack Wright at free safety, and Aaron Colvin’s shift from corner to strong 

Norman, Okla. safety may produce a star. “Aaron Colvin is going to be a 
Oklahoma Memorial Stadium (82,112) great safety,” says the usually reserved Stoops. 


‘Tress Way’s strong leg has helped the Sooners 
rank among the nation’s leaders in net punting and punt coverage the past two seasons. After a shaky 
start to his career, Jimmy Stevens finally provided some stability on field goals, at least from inside the 
40. Broyles is almost as dangerous returning punts as he is running routes. The Sooners were mediocre 
in the return game in 2010. 


“Obviously quarterback Landry Jones and wide receiver Ryan Broyles 
are two of the best around. Jones is excellent, as is Broyles. Also, | think Roy Finch has a chance to be a differ- 
ence-maker at running back. | think he can be every bit as good as DeMarco Murray was. He could be the next 
great Sooner running back ... Oklahoma is the league’s most physical and most skilled team and they also 
happen to have the league's best quarterback. They have no weaknesses. They’te probably going to be ranked 
No. 1 in the preseason and will be in the national championship hunt all year. And they should be with eight 
starters coming back on offense. | don’t feel sorry for Bob Stoops. ... That is the most difficult place to play, es- 
pecially now that Nebraska is out of the league. They have so much confidence. Even when you are playing re- 
ally well against them, they still think they are going to win. They just have a certain swagger that other 
teams don’t have. And they have a lot of good players. ... They have so many weapons. They keep replacing 
great players with great players. ... They should be the team to beat in our league next year. There are some 
other good teams, but no one else has the type of talent that Oklahoma does.” 


140 ATHLON SPORTS 


ic MRUUULE 
The Sooners lost offensive 
coordinator Kevin Wilson, who took the head 
coaching job at Indiana after nine seasons di- 
fecting the OU attack. Bob Stoops didn’t look 
far for replacements, promoting Josh Heupel 
and Jay Norvell into co-coordinator roles. He- 
upel, who also coaches quarterbacks, will call 
the plays, as he did in the Fiesta Bowl. 
Norvell remains as the receivers coach. To fill 
the staff opening, Bruce Kittle was elevated 
from on-campus recruiting coordinator to 
coaching tight ends and offensive tackles. 


The Sooners rolled up 
big numbers on offense a year ago, yet often 
grinded for gains on the ground, especially in 
short-yardage situations. As a result, one em- 
phasis of the spring focused on a more physi- 
cal running game, beginning up front on the 
offensive line. “We've improved,” says offen- 
sive line coach James Patton. “Going against 
our defense every day, it’s been pretty good.” 


No team has played in 
more Big 12 championship games than Okla- 
homa, winning a league-high (by far) seven 
conference titles to this point. But Stoops says 
he won't miss the conference championship 
contest, despite a 7-1 record in the game. 
“We had to win our championship, then go 
win the national championship or BCS game 
when we just won a huge game,” Stoops 
says. “It’s like we had to do it twice. Now we 
don’t have to do it, and | think it is an advan- 
tage.” 


OU’s Red-White Spring Game 
drew a crowd of 25,598 to Owen Field. But 
while many of the nation’s top programs had 
their spring games televised, the Sooners de- 
clined all offers. Allowing television in re- 
quires surrendering some game specifics and 
also allows opponents an easy early look. “I 
just prefer not to have it on,” says Stoops. 
“Why would | let everybody we're going to 
play early see what we like to do?” 


Lately, Norman has been an 
impossible place to play. The Sooners own a 
school-record 36-game home winning streak 
that ranks as the nation’s longest active. The 
streak began Sept. 1, 2005, with a 31-15 win 
over Tulsa. OU’s run ranks as the 13th-longest 
in NCAA history and the sixth-best since World 
War II. Miami (Fla.) holds the NCAA record at 
58, set from 1985-94, 


; There wouldn't appear to 
be much room for Ryan Broyles to improve on 
his 2010 season, when he set records for re- 
ceptions in a game (15) and season (131); 
yards in a game (208) and season (1,622); 
and season 100-yard games (10). But that’s 
Not stopping the senior wideout from trying, 
as he’s continuing an effort to bulk up. After 
playing at 185 pounds a year ago, Broyles ex- 
pects to work at 192 this season. “I can tell 
the difference,” says Broyles, who reached 
195 over the winter. “When | get into contact, 
| don’t notice it as much.” 


Chtis Covatta 


2011 OKLAHOMA SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


With a roster stacked with underclassmen, the Sooners signed only 17 
players. Still, it was class gauged by quality over quantity, confirmed by a 
top-20 ranking by the major recruiting services. 

According to Scout.com, OU’s haul included five 5-star prospects, headlined 
by Texas prep star running back Brandon Williams. Scout and Rivals both 
tagged Williams as the nation’s No. 3 back, after he averaged 9.8 yards per 
carry in rushing for 2,438 yards and 33 touchdowns as a senior. He enrolled 
early and figures to make an immediate impact. 

In Trey Metoyer from Whitehouse, Texas, the Sooners landed the program's 
first 5-star wide receiver. A big and fast target at 6'2", 185, Metoyer is an- 
other candidate to contribute as a freshman. 

Defensive end Nathan Hughes, also a 5-star prospect, arrives physically 
ready at 6'5" and 257, but faces a climb up a crowded depth chart. There’s 
a definite need for help at defensive tackle — and the Sooners signed three 
— with opportunity likely available for Jordan Phillips (6'6", 290), Jordan 
Wade (6'4", 290) and Marquis Anderson (6'2", 270) if they can prove ready. 
Phillips was the nation’s No. 4 defensive tackle by Rivals, while Wade was 
ranked No. 8 by ESPN.com. 

In-state quarterback Kendal Thompson appears headed for redshirt sea- 
sons with the position currently in good hands. A familiar name in Norman, 
Thompson’s father, Charles, also played quarterback at Oklahoma. 

The Sooners added future depth for the offensive line with Dylan Dismuke, 
Nila Kneubuhl and Derek Farniok. 

Still utilizing the tight end in their spread, the Sooners added two top 
prospects in Max Stevenson and Dan Tapko. Stevenson's strength is as a re- 
ceiver, and Tapko was Missouri’s No. 1 recruit, according to Rivals and Scout. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 

BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive LINEMEN .....csecccseecsseeees ASVERTEX AS ccssicscccpsicssacad tenccrsseonsanvasiatense 12 
Offensive Line@MeN ......cssecssseessseesss BE) LOK LANOM A cresvsstsvcersssetsenseesinetenestion 


Defensive Backs ......cc-csvesssssessseeses 2 ‘Kansas ..... 
RUNMING BaCkS ........scsccssesesseseseneees 2 Missouri ....... 3 
Wide RECCIVETS........ccssvecesssneseeenees 2 — SOUtH Dakota ........sssescssecssssecsneceeee 1 


TIGHDENAS csccsrenresrutecterapereesoe nes 2 
LIM@DACKELS ....esccccsessecconssecsssesseeees 1 
QUArterDACKS .......sssseessssseeesesseeesees 1 
SPOTLIGHT ON... 


KENDAL THOMPSON * QB * MOORE, OK 

Maybe it was always assumed that Kendal Thompson would go to Okla- 
homa. His father, Charles Thompson, played quarterback for the Sooners. 
And Kendal played the position — and played it well — just up the road at 
Southmoore High. But it wasn’t that automatic, even if Kendal grew up idol- 
izing the Sooners. “| want to make my own footsteps,” Kendal said on Sign- 
ing Day. “Regardless of my dad playing there, that’s not why | chose OU. | 
would have gone somewhere else if it wasn’t the right fit.” 

Except it was the right fit, even if not for all the seemingly obvious rea- 
sons. Sure, Kendal was raised on the Sooners, who featured his dad at his 
best and worst — the low point coming in 1989 with drug charges, a fed- 
eral prison sentence and a Sports Illustrated cover showing Charles in an or- 
ange jumpsuit. 

Charles has rehabilitated himself and his image as a successful business- 
man and motivational speaker. And he raised a solid son and student-ath- 
lete, although not in his mold as a wishbone option quarterback, but a 
pocket passer. Thus, the fit. 

“Kendal is a guy who throws the ball really well,” says Sooners coach Bob 
Stoops. “He's been developed since a young age. I'm excited about him as 
a passer.” 

Says Kendal: “I think I’m dangerous in the pocket and can make things 
happen in the open field, but | look to pass before | run. That’s the kind of 
quarterback | am. | can probably hurt you more with my arm than legs.” 


MARQUIS ANDERSON DT 6'2"—s-270 CIBOLO, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 8 defensive tackle in the nation and No. 15 
prospect in Texas by Rivals, No. 35 defensive lineman in the country by Athlon 
Sports. Recorded 61 tackles and two sacks in ‘10; 35 tackles and 6.5 sacks in ‘09. 


DYLAN DISMUKE OF? oor 792 DUNCAN, OK 
Ranked No. 2 prospect in Oklahoma and No. 22 offensive tackle in the nation 
by Rivals, No. 28 offensive lineman by Athlon Sports. 


DEREK FARNIOK Oe UG 3.370 SIOUX FALLS, SD 
Ranked No. 1 prospect in South Dakota by Scout, No. 3 prospect in South Dakota 
and No. 76 OT in the nation by Rivals. Brother, Tom, plays at lowa State. 


NATHAN HUGHES DE 6'5" 257 SPRING, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 5 prospect in Texas and No. 5 defensive 
end in the nation by Scout, No. 24 defensive lineman in the country by Athlon 
Sports. Recorded 82 tackles, 11 sacks and one forced fumble in ‘09; 68 tackles, 
four sacks, three forced fumbles and one fumble recovery in ‘08. 


KAMEEL JACKSON WR 6'1""— 185 ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 34 wide receiver in the nation and No. 41 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Recorded 54 catches for 761 yards and seven TDs in ‘08. 


NILA KNEUBUHL oT = 6'4" —s-280 EULESS, TX 
Ranked No. 50 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 77 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals, No. 38 tight end in the country by Scout. 


PLL. LINDLEY 18). 162% 205 ROUND ROCK, TX 
Ranked No. 11 outside linebacker in the country by ESPN.com and No. 34 inside 
linebacker in the nation by Rivals. Registered 90 tackles, four sacks, two forced 
fumbles and two INTs in ‘09; 61 tackles and three sacks in ‘08. 


TREY METOYER WR 6'2"—-185 WHITEHOUSE, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 2 wide receiver, No. 2 prospect in Texas and 
No. 12 prospect in the country by Rivals, No. 1 wide receiver in the nation by 
Scout and No. 3 wide receiver by Athlon Sports. Recorded 108 catches for 1,540 
yards and 23 TDs as a senior; 72 catches for 1,105 yards and 15 TDs as a junior; 
74 catches for 1,105 yards and 15 TDs as a sophomore. 


BENNETT OKOTCHA (Bo 6'0" = 175 COPPELL, TX 
Ranked No. 42 CB in the nation by Scout, No. 98 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
JORDAN PHILLIPS DT = 66" — 290 TOWANDA, KS 


Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 1 prospect in Kansas, No. 4 defensive 
tackle and No. 50 prospect in the nation by Rivals, No. 17 defensive lineman by 
Athlon Sports. Named first-team Class 4A All-State, Recorded 68 tackles and 8.5 
sacks; 17 catches for 400 yards and four TDs, two rushing TDs and a 36.9-yard 
punting average in 10. Had 40 tackles and 2.5 sacks; two TD catches in ‘09. 


FRANK SHANNON Si -D6'SFr. *:205 DALLAS, TX 
Ranked No. 17 safety in the nation and No. 35 prospect in Texas by Scout, No. 
37 outside linebacker in the country by Rivals. 


MAX STEVENSON TE 6'6" = 240 SPRING, TX 
Ranked No. 11 tight end in the country and No. 47 prospect in Texas by Scout, 
No. 12 tight end in the nation by Rivals. Registered 46 catches for 736 yards and 
five TDs as a senior; 19 catches for 314 yards and two TDs as a junior. 


DAN TAPKO DED X6'5"" 235 KANSAS CITY, MO 
Ranked No. 1 prospect in Missouri by Rivals and Scout, No. 25 tight end in the 
nation by Rivals and No. 32 defensive end in the country by Scout. 


KENDAL THOMPSON 085767" 175 MOORE, OK 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 2 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals and 
Scout. Passed for 2,793 yards and 29 TDs, rushed for 466 yards and 10 TDs in ‘09; 
completed 25-of-34 passes for 295 yards, five TDs and zero INTs, rushed for 237 
yards and one TD in first three games before MCL injury shortened ’10 season. 
Father, Charles, played quarterback at Oklahoma. 


JORDAN WADE DT = 6'4"_— 290 ROUND ROCK, TX 
Ranked No. 15 defensive tackle in the nation by Rivals and No. 41 defensive line- 
man by Athlon Sports. Had 77 tackles, 14 sacks and two forced fumbles as a jun- 
ior. 

BRANDON WILLIAMS RB 6'0" = 190 BROOKSHIRE, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 3 running back in the nation and No. 3 
prospect in Texas by both Rivals and Scout, No. 4 running back by Athlon Sports. 
Rushed for 2,438 yards and 33 TDs, had nine catches for 144 yards and two TDs 
in 10; 1,815 yards and 14 TDs, with 38 catches for 512 yards and four TDs in ‘09. 


DANZEL WILLIAMS RB O5'9" = 190 ARLINGTON, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 18 athlete in the nation and No. 72 
prospect in Texas by Scout, No. 19 running back in the country by Athlon Sports. 
Rushed for 1,659 yards and 20 TDs in ‘10; 1,221 yards and 22 TDs in ‘09. 
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NATIONAL 


FORECAST 


klahoma State sought and found validation for its program in 2010, recording a ! 
school-record 11 wins even after a roster rebuild. Now the Cowboys seek a new 


designation — legitimate rising power. Mike Gundy’s plan, forged around a re- Sept. 3 UL Lafayette 
markable facilities upgrade and other athlete-focused draws, has resulted in an ac- Sept. 8 Arizona 
cumulation of talent and depth rivaling the best in program history. Sept. 17 at Tulsa 
Gundy now looks to take OSU to the next step — Big 12 contention and beyond. And Sept. 24 at Texas ASM 
why not? The Cowboys got close a year ago, before falling in a wild showdown with Okla- Oct. 8 Kansas 
homa in the regular-season finale. Oct. 15 at Texas 


With a loaded and experienced two-deep highlighted by 13 returning starters, including 
Heisman candidates Brandon Weeden at quarterback and Justin Blackmon at wide re- 


Oct. 22 at Missouri 


ceiver, goals and optimism have never been higher in Stillwater. Oct. 29 Baylor 

The Cowboys did lose offensive coordinator Dana Holgorsen, who left to become coach- Nov. 5 _ Kansas State 
in-waiting at West Virginia. But replacement Todd Monken, lured from the NFLs Jack- Nov. 12 at Texas Tech 
sonville Jaguars, is an aggressive playcaller who will only tweak Holgorsen’s system. Nov. 18 at lowa State 


“This is a lot of fun,” Monken says. “If we don’t get too big-headed, and if we run the Dec. 3. Oklahoma 
right stuff, we ought to be pretty good.” 
2011 PROJECTION: 10-2, 7-2 BIG 12 
Despite the loss of offensive coordinator Dana Holgorsen, the Cowboys should challenge for an- 
other double-digit win season and the Big 12 title. Quarterback Brandon Weeden and Justin Black- 
mon are one of the top pass-catch combos in the nation, and five starters return on the line. The 
Oklahoma State didn’t catch a break with the schedule, having to facing Texas A&M, Missouri and 


Texas on the road. If the Cowboys can survive that slate, the season finale against Oklahoma could 
decide the conference crown. POSTSEASON: COTTON BOWL VS. ARKANSAS 


QUARTERBACKS Before getting his chance to play, Weeden was portrayed as a somewhat 
disinterested underachiever with the Cowboys. Apparently, he was just awaiting opportu- 
nity. Seizing the starting job a year ago, Weeden produced one of the greatest passing sea- 
sons in school history, shattering six major records while guiding a recharged spread offense. 
Now, after contemplating a jump to the NFL, the 27-year-old former pro baseball player 
is back for more. Starting at quarterback for the first time in nine years, Weeden was in- 
credibly accurate, setting a school mark with a 66.9 percent completion rate. He was poised 
and productive, too, while firing passes all over the field. “He's got a great arm,” says Black- 
mon. “He's able to do his reads and make his checks, then put the ball on you and put it 
on you quick. He can fit the ball in a small window.” Weeden carries more confidence and 
knowledge into this season, so much that he’s tutoring Monken on the system that was 
so successful in 2010. For backups Clint Chelf, Johnny Deaton and J.W. Walsh, their 
push is on making a case to take over in 2012. Walsh is a highly touted true freshman who 
enrolled at OSU in January. 


RUNNING BACKS The Cowboys lost an All-American in Kendall Hunter, a key cog in 
the offense and one of the most underrated tailbacks in the nation over the past few sea- 
sons. Still, they return a productive pair in Joseph Randle and Jeremy Smith, who com- 
bined for 1,421 all-purpose yards and 10 touchdowns. Randle thrived as a runner and 
receiver in his true freshman year and used a big spring to suggest he’s ready for an en- 
hanced role in his second season. A slasher with speed, Randle is more of a breakaway 
threat, while Smith offers a between-the-tackles changeup with his rugged style. As it 
was for Randle a year ago, there's also room for one of two incoming freshmen — Her- 
schel Sims or Desmond Roland — to grab a piece of the playing time. David Paulsen BRANDON WEEDEN 
and Kye Staley, who is returning from a career-threatening knee injury, are the fullbacks 

when the Cowboys utilize two backs. 


RECEIVERS Blackmon combines speed, great hands and physical strength to dominate 
defensive backs, whether creating space or winning the jump balls Weeden is more than 
comfortable throwing his way. “I would say every single game, we got more and more con- 
fidence in each other,” Weeden says. “And I understood that Blackmon’s about as good as 
they get in the country. I was counting my blessings he was on our side.” Blackmon reached 
100 yards receiving and scored at least one touchdown in all 12 games he played — an 
NCAA record. He had 207 yards in a win at Texas Tech, 190 against Louisiana-Lafayette, 
174 vs. Tulsa and 173 vs. Baylor. For the season, Blackmon caught 111 passes for an as- 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
tounding 1,782 yards and 20 touchdowns. The Cowboys have other receiving options, 
too, with slot man Josh Cooper ranking among the Big 12’s top 10 in receptions per game 
a year ago. Cooper totaled 736 yards receiving and scored five touchdowns asa junior. Hu- 
bert Anyiam, once considered the best prospect at the position, needs to escape the nag- 
ging injuries that have plagued his career. And Michael Harrison, a 6'1", 211-pound 
sophomore, is considered a rising star. Isaiah Anderson, Tracy Moore, Justin Horton and 
Charlie Moore are all viable receivers in this offense. Watch out, too, for redshirt freshman 
Kevin Johnson, who impressed enough in the spring to put himself on the map. 


Blackmon, Weeden: Layne Murdoch 


2006 2007 2008 


ATHLON SPORTS 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 81 Justin Blackmon (jr.) 


7 Michael Harrison (So.) 


WR 82 Isaiah Anderson (Jr.) 


84 Hubert Anyiam (St.) 


IR 25 Josh Cooper (Sr.) 
IR 87 Tracy Moore (Jr.) 


83 Colton Chelf (St) 
14 Justin Horton (Jr.) 


LT 75 Nick Martinez (Sr.) 


61 Michael Bowie (Jr.) 


LG 70 Jonathan Rush (Sr.) 


C__74 Grant Garner (St) 
RG 68 Lane Taylor (Jr.) 

RT 73 Levy Adcock (Sr) 
QB 3 Brandon Weeden (Sr.) 
RB__1 Joseph Randle (So) 
DEFENSE (6) 

DE 99 Richetti Jones (St.) 


__ 51 Brandon Webb (So.) 


64 Casey LaBrue (Sr.) 


58 Daniel Koenig (Fr) 


71 Parker Graham (So.) 
10 Clint Chelf (So.) 
31 Jeremy Smith (So.) 


98 Davidell Collins (So.) 


DT 72 Christian tittlehead (Fr.) 


93 Maurice Hayes (jr) 


DE 50 Jamie Blatnick (Sr.) 
STAR 11 Shaun Lewis (So.) 


MLB 40 Tyler Johnson (So.) 


WLB 33 LeRon Furr (S0.) 


DT 89 Nigel Nicholas (jr) 


James Castleman (Fr.) 
96 Ryan Robinson (Jr.) 
22 James Thomas (St.) 


45 Caleb Lavey (So.) 


5 Chris Dinkins (So.) 


(B18 Devin Hedgepeth (So) 


16 Andrae May (jr) 


(B19 Brodrick Brown (Jr) 


4 Justin Gilbert (So.) 


$510 Markelle Martin (St) 
FS 12 Johnny Thomas (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 13 Quinn Sharp (Jr.) 
P___13 Quinn Sharp (Jr.) 
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2 Lavocheya Cooper (So.) 


8 Daytawion Lowe (S0.) 


KR 4 Justin Gilbert (So.) 
PR 25 Josh Cooper (Sr.) 


ATHLON SPORTS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Considered a 
question mark entering last season with 
four new starters, OSU's offensive front 
= evolved into arguably the best unit in 
the league. “Joe Wickline is one of the best,” 
Weeden says of OSU’s line coach, “but the line 
was one of the unknowns. I was wondering, 
“Will they be able to get it done?” They got it 
done and more in an offense that ranked third 
nationally and featured a 1,000-yard runner 
and receiver. All five starters return, led by All- 
Big 12 tackle Levy Adcock, whose nasty ap- 
proach keeps a rugged attitude in the ground 
game, despite the emphasis on a finesse pass- 
ing attack, Guard Lane Taylor enters his third 
season as a starter. Versatile Nick Martinez can 
play both left and right tackle. Jonathan Rush 
is solid at the other guard, and Grant Garner 
holds everything together at center. There’s no 
room to relax for the returners, either, with a 
group of youngsters led by Michael Bowie 
pushing for playing time. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Cowboys’ biggest 
concern comes up front, particularly inside at 
the tackle spots. They're counting on a group of 
youngsters to grow up fast and may even need 
help from key incoming freshmen. Nigel 
Nicholas, a junior with experience as a backup, 
is athletic if somewhat undersized. Redshirt 
freshman Christian Littlehead is a wide body 
who has made strides as a space-eater in the 
middle. Maurice Hayes, Anthony Rogers, Joe 
Okafor and Diamonte Wheeler are all in play, 
yet are unproven, True freshmen James 
Castleman and Ashaad Mabry represent a 
promising future at the position. And their 
clock could start immediately. Ends Richetti 
Jones and Jamie Blatnick at least offer strong 
anchors, and both are capable of all-confer- 
ence consideration. “Jamie Blatnick and 
Richetti Jones are going to be two of the better 
(defensive ends) around,” says Cowboys co-de- 
fensive coordinator Bill Young. “We've got to 
get some depth behind them.” Junior college 
transfer Ryan Robinson showed pass-rushing 
skills in the spring to become the No. 3 man in 
the rotation, and Cooper Bassett, formerly a 
smallish defensive tackle, was shifted outside. 


LINEBACKERS Shaun Lewis forced his way 
onto the field — and into enemy game plans 
— a year ago, with his ball-hawking play lead- 
ing to Big 12 Freshman of the Year and Fresh- 
man All-America honors. Manning the hybrid 
Star spot, Lewis is a star in the making. The 
other two linebacker spots are still developing. 
Sophomores Tyler Johnson and Caleb Lavey 
are talented yet inexperienced in the middle. 
As many as four players — LeRon Furr, Chris 
Dinkins, Kris Catlin and Joe Mitchell — are 
trying to separate themselves at the Will spot. 
Eventually, Lewis’ backup, James Thomas, 
could be moved to solidify things. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS While the Cowboys sort 
things out in the front seven, the secondary is 
one the team’s greatest strengths. “There's a lit- 
tle added pressure on the secondary to carry the 
load,” says strong safety Markelle Martin. Mar- 


Brandon Weeden, QB After a breakout season as 
the starter, Weeden has only gained confidence 
to go with skills and intangibles. 

Justin Blackmon, WR Sparing no one, Blackmon 
abused defensive backs on a weekly basis. His 
work ethic will push him to be better. 

Levy Adcock, OT All-Big 12 performer brings an 
edginess to one of the league's best and most 
versatile offensive lines. 

Shaun Lewis, LB After emerging as a playmaker 
as a true freshman, Lewis will elevate his role 
to defensive leader this season. 

Markelle Martin, SS A punishing hitter, Martin 
puts fear in anyone who wanders into the Cow- 
boys secondary. 


SHAUN LEWIS 


Kendall Hunter, RB While the passing game 
seized attention, Hunter produced 1,736 all-pur- 
pose yards for the Cowboys in 2010. 

Orie Lemon, LB Bounced back from a knee in- 
jury that cost him all of 2009 to lead OSU with 
133 total tackles as a senior. 

Dan Bailey, K Lou Groza Award winner a model 
of consistency on field goals and extra points. 
Ugo Chinasa, DE An underrated contributor, Chi- 
nasa had his best season as a senior. 

Shane Jarka, DT The guts of OSU's defensive 
front played hurt and played hard. 


The Cowboys have 
had good luck with 
pro baseball players 
seeking a second ca- 
reer. Tyler Johnson 
looms next, after 
using a strong spring 
to emerge at middle 
linebacker. A bit 
player who was still 
trying to get comfort- 
able in his first sea- 
son on campus, the sophomore is developing 
into a rugged playmaker. 


Thornas, Lewis: Tim Umphery; Cooper: Layne Murdoch 


@G_ 2011 OKLAHOMA STATE ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 11-2, 6-2 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS HWE CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL Hometown | — SePt. 4 Washington State = W 65-17 
10 Chelf, Clint 61/192 So. Enid, OK 67 Barker, Aaron 61/249 So, Brookfield, Wi | ‘Sept. 11 Troy W 41-38 
8 rae Diet ee So. Sand Springs, OK 80 Ley Cooper 6-5/259 Ir. Tuttle, OK Sept. 18 Tulsa W 65-28 
14 Howard, Ryan 6-4/212 fr. Perryton, 1X 50 Blatnick, Jamie 63/256 St. Celina, TX 3 
* 3 Weeden, Brandon 64/213 St Edmond, OK 98 Collins, Davidell 65/266 So. Bearden, AR Se Ot Ee | LES 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WI L HOMETOWN 60 Cooley, Daniel 62/271 Ft. Corinth, TX Oct. 8 at UL Lafayette Wo 54-28 
22 Aska Jr, Joe 510/199 Fr. Edmond, OK 99 Jones, Richetti 63/256 St. Dallas, TX Oct. 16 at Texas Tech W 34-17 
46 Branson, Derek 61/240 Ft McKinney, 1X 58 King, Jarid 6-0/271 Jt. Dallas, TX Oct. 23 Nebraska Lo 41-51 
18 Jeffcoat, Elliot 5-11/167 Ft, Batesburg-Leesville, Sc 72 Littlehead, Christian =» 63/332, Ft. Tahlequah, OK | et -30 atKansas State «= «WOOT 
30 Paulsen, David 63/250 Jf. Marietta, GA 89 Nicholas, Nigel 63/279 ff. Rossville, GA | : 
1 Randle, Joseph 61/191 $0, Wichita, KS 90. Okafor, joe 6-6/284 Fr. Bellaire, TX Nov. 6 Baylor W 55-28 
31 Smith, Jeremy 510/202 So. Tulsa, OK 96 Okonofua, Peter 61/256 Ft. Mansfield, TX Nov. 13 at Texas W 33-16 
9 Staley, Kye 510/213 Jr. Guthrie, OK 94 Rogers, Anthony 63/284 So. N. Little Rock, AR =| Noy, 20 at Kansas W 48-14 
RECEIVERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 72 Smith, Andrew 6-1/254 So. Tulsa, 0K klah 
; a 97 Wheeler, Diamonte 61/282 Ft. Arlington, TX Nov. 27 Oklshoma be ay 
82 Anderson, Isaiah 510/164 fr. Wichita Falls, TX i invill Dec. 29 Ari W 36-10 
16 Anwanwan, David 61/188 Ft. Oklahoma city ok 86 Youman, Wilson 65/240 St. St. Mattinville, LA eC, fizona 
84 Anyiam, Hubert 6-0/202 Sr. Garland, TX LINEBACKERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN #Alamo Bowl 
81 ated Justin ie Jr. et OK 5. Dinkins, Chris 6-1/224 So, Tyler, TX 
83 Chelf, Colton 5-9/162 St. Enid, OK 48 Fields, Tyler 511/220 Jr. Hugo, 0K 
5 ued ue St. Sect OK — 38 Fullingim, Zach Dane $0. Tusa OK 2010 RANKINGS 
28 Franklin, DeShawn 511/185 Fr. Gainesville, TX 33. Furr, LeRon 62/233 So. Columbus, GA : : 
29 Gravelle, (amen = 6-0/178 Ft Austin, KX 36 Johnson, Teddy sip Ft Coppell, 1X ce A AL cd 
40 Gunnells, jerimie 62/232 Sr, Tulsa, 0K — 40 Johnson, Tyler 64/237 $0. Haskell, OK Scoring 44.2 ppg 1 3 
7 Harrison, Michael 61/211 So. Atlanta, TX 45 Lavey, Caleb 63/231 So. Celina, 1X | Rushing 174.4 ypg = 4 36 
14 Horton, Justin 63/240 fr. Henderson, TX 3 Lester, Ryan 510/220 Ft Muskogee, OK | —— Passing 345.9 ypg 2 
88 Johnson, Kevin 6-0/186 Fr. Houston, TX 44, Lewis, Shaun 511/214 So, Missouri City,TX | Total 520.2ypg 1 3 
6 MacDonald, Patrick 62/206 So. Sugat Land, TX 29. Mitchell, Joe 63/205 $0. Katy, 1X | 
17 Moore, Charlie 62/198 So. Bullard, TX 44 Stadler, Stephen 511/209 Fi. Jenks, OK ee Defense PerGame Big 12 National 
87 Moote, Tracy 61/233 ff Tulsa, OK 2 ‘Thomas, James 511/209 St. laMarque,TX | Scoring 26.4ppg 6 61 
26 Mundy, Nehemiah 6-0/178 St. Los Angeles, CA Rushin 133.7 2 37 
85 Nelson, Montra 62/221 Ft. Arlington, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WI CL HOMETOWN an ! Ypg 
89 Rockwell, Nick 57/166 So. Fort Worth, TX 25 Batoba, Yves 5-9/181 So. Keller, TX Passing 275.9 ypg 11 115 
33. Schroeder, Christian 511/178 Grapevine, TX : pas sala Sl 3 5 Mra a Total 409.5 ypg 8 88 
2 Sorenson, Nathan 6-2/207 Fr. Texarkana, TX onteh, Kashi i f. exandria, \ : : ; 
85 Southwell, justin ie It Moore, OK 2 Cooper, Lavocheya 60/187 So, ey een ee Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
80 Williams, Ryan 511/176 Jt. Denton, TX 23. Craig, Zack 62/188 So. Spring Branch, TX +12 0.92 2° 11 
27 Yates, Zach 6-0/190 Fr. Muskogee, OK 49 Ellis, Colby 5-9/170 So. Tonkawa, OK | 
TIGHT ENDS H/T HOMETOWN 35 gold ae y oe ee 2010 
coe ae Ga = geek 4 cer, pst 60/193 So, runsvilex | INDIVIDUAL STATS 
39 Hale, Kyle 5-11/190 So. Broken Arrow, OK 
73 Adcock, Levy 6-6/322 St. Claremore, OK 4g Hedgepeth Devin aye $0. Derby, KS | PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
us bation, or ee fi : we i 28 Imade, Deion 511/191 So. Rowlett, TX Brandon Weeden511 342 4,277 34 13 
avis, Dejuan N f. ort Worth, 8 Lowe, Daytawion 6-0/188 So. Midwest City, OK | ; 
76 Dickerson, Eli 6-6/308 F._-—The Woodlands, TX 49, Martin, Matelle ie Sf. Wichita fall, 1 aut ae ec 
60 Epstein, Evan 63/285 It. McKinney, TX 46 May, Andrae 511/175 Je Houston, 1X | RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
74\ Garner, Grant 63/28), st Mesquite, TX 31 speth, Brandon 58/196 Ft. league City, X | Kendall Hunter 271 1,548 5.7 16 
71 Graham, Parker 67/291 So. Webb City, MO 59 Stephens, Larry 5-10/180 $0 Houston, TX 
93 Hoog, Patrick 63/279 fr. Castroville, TX 45 Thomas, Johnny 5-11/196 It jerks City 1x | JosephRandle 82 452 5.5 2 
54 Jenkins, Jake 6-3/281 Fr. Gilmer, TX 4 : . Jeremy Smith 56 262 47 7 
54 Jenkins, Jake boys Fr. one IX ar « ie Hesadh ll : 
58 Koenig, Daniel 6-6/274 Fr. Cape Coral, FL arian, Wes H I. louston, 
64 LaBrue, Casey 63/264 Sr. Enid, OK 95. Phillips, Cody (K) 510/204 Fr, Allen, 1X | Sears pe im ae 4 
75. Martinez, Nick 6-4/302 Sr. Floresville, 1X 59 Reichenstein, Michael (P) 6-4/207 So. Dallas (este Bepervon UN) Uetz, 16. 
70 Rush, Jonathan 6-4/298 Sr. Killeen, TX 13 Sharp, Quinn (P/K) 6-1/189 Jr. Mansfield, 1X —‘Josh Cooper 68 736 108 5 
68 Taylor, Lane 63/327 J. Arlington, 1X 56 Sinko, Connor (LS) 63/262 So. Tulsa, 0K |B Bowling 42 437 10.4 0 
62 Townsend, Javius 6-3/276 Fr. Dallas, 1X 90 Stonebraker, Bobby (P) — 6-0/165 Fr. Tuttle, OK 
51 Webb, Brandon 63/328 So. Owasso, OK 53. Suter, Andrew (LS) 62/292 So. Sugar Land, TX Joseph Randle 37 427 11.5 1 


Kendall Hunter 20 101 51 0 
KICKING: Dan Bailey, 27-31 FGs, 68-70 XPs, 
149 points 

TACKLES: Orie Lemon, 133; Brodrick Brown, 77 
SACKS: Jamie Blatnick, 5.5; Richetti Jones, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Andrew McGee, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


| FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
| — Brandon Weeden, QB 

FRESHMAN PHENOM 

Herschel Sims, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Justin Blackmon, WR 

STOCK RISING 

Josh Cooper, WR 
[SS —= — ee COORDINATOR EFFECT 


JOSH COOPER ] —_ Lost OC Dana Holgorsen to West Virginia 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fontosy 
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HEAD COACH: Mike Gundy 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 47-29 (6 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 47-29 (6 years) 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Monken 
CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Glenn Spencer, 
Bill Young 

LOCATION: Stillwater, Okla. 

STADIUM: Boone Pickens Stadium (60,218) 


tin’s physical play sets a tone that carries throughout the de- 
fense. Free safety Johnny Thomas offers a solid complement, 
and starter-quality backup Daytawion Lowe returns after 
missing last season to a shoulder injury. Brodrick Brown 
started every game at corner a year ago, punctuating a strong 
season with one of the plays of the year with his out-of- 
bounds leaping tip for an interception against Oklahoma. 
Devin Hedgepeth played extensively as a true freshman last 
fall and is ready for a starting role opposite Brown. Depth is 
a plus, too, as a much-improyed Justin Gilbert offers size and 


elite speed to handle the league's bevy of premium receivers. 


SPECIALISTS Ideally, the Cowboys wouldn't have to count on Quinn Sharp to handle the bulk of the 
kicking chores. But it may be unavoidable in the quest to replace Lou Groza Award winner Dan Bai- 
ley. Sharp has been an outstanding punter and kickoff man. He missed the Alamo Bowl due to aca- 
demic issues but seems to have that behind him. Gilbert is a game-changer in the return game who 


returned two kickoffs for touchdowns. 


JOSEPH RANDLE 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA STATE “Their recruiting is great. You should be able to recruit there. Their 
facilities are unbelievable. They have a very personable head coach. They have a good recruiting base. In my 
opinion, they should be able to recruit better than Texas A&M and Texas Tech. Their facilities are like the Taj 
Mahal. ... | wasn’t really surprised at their success last year, because | know what kind of recruiting classes they 
were getting. They have some dudes. ... The Brandon Weeden kid is unbelievable. His presence. His arm. He can 
make every throw. They have most of their starters returning on offense, including the two big ones in Weeden 
and wide receiver Justin Blackmon. The fact those two returned makes Oklahoma State a legitimate top-10 
team. The biggest unknown is how they do without Dana Holgorsen as offensive coordinator. ... Justin Blackmon 
is a freak. He is so good because he has great ball skills. He is not overly fast, but he has amazing ball skills. 
You throw the ball up to him and he will go get it. ... Brandon Weeden has a strong arm, but it’s not outra- 
geous. He is really, really smart. The ball goes to one-on-one matchups, and when you've got a guy like Black- 


mon, that’s a good thing. He makes plays. ... 


(Defensive co-coordinator) Bill Young is unbelievable. | am a huge 


Bill Young fan. | thought he was the reason they were good at Kansas. His teams are always sound and well- 
prepared. They attack your protections, but they make it simple and easy for his guys. | am a huge fan.” 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


GUNDYS GIVE BACK Mike Gundy played at 
Oklahoma State and developed as a coach at 
OSU, first as an assistant and now as face of a 
program he once dubbed his “New York Yan- 
kees job.” Gundy and his wife Kristen, also an 
alum, have committed a donation of $166,667 
to the school to endow the quarterback posi- 
tion scholarship. The gift also qualifies for a 2:1 
match by the Pickens Legacy Scholarship pro- 
gram established by major booster T. Boone 
Pickens, raising the total gift to $500,000. The 
total will result in $25,000 for tuition fees, 
books and living expenses at OSU for scholar- 
ship quarterbacks. “This university means a 
great deal to our family,” Gundy says. “We re- 
ceived a wonderful education here and today 
we both count it a big honor for me to coach at 
OSU and for our family to live in Stillwater.” 


STAFFING ISSUES The Cowboys feature three 
new assistant coaches — all on offense. The 
most visible addition is coordinator Todd 
Monken, replacing Dana Holgorsen, who left to 
become head coach designate at West Virginia 
following a wildly successful season in Stillwa- 
ter. Also new: running backs coach Jemal Sin- 
gleton and receivers coach Kasey Dunn. 


TAKE THAT The Cowboys defense, from a per- 
ception standpoint, remains a work in progress. 
But an emphasis on takeaways is paying off. 
OSU ranked fifth nationally in turnovers gained 
in 2010, thanks to 34 total takeaways (19 inter- 
ceptions, 15 fumbles) in 13 games. The focus 
on strips and tips has only been heightened. 


FEEL-GOOD STORY Running back Kye Staley 
was once a prized prospect in the 2008 prized 
recruiting class. But his career derailed and 
seemed to be over after he suffered a devastat- 
ing knee injury during preseason practices in 
2009. Staley stepped away from the game, yet 
remained a part of the program as a sort of 
student coach. Now he’s working on a come- 
back — at fullback — and the spring offered 
hope, complete with a 55-yard rushing day in 
the Orange-White game. “This day meant a lot 
to me,” Staley said. “It was great to be able to 
perform in front of a crowd. It was great to be 
able to get back up.” 


LEARNING CURVE Upon arrival in Stillwater, 
Monken didn’t rock the boat as much as steady 
a successful ship. With seven starters back on 
offense, including quarterback Brandon Weeden 
and wideout Justin Blackmon, Monken didn’t 
force his ideas on the offense; he adapted to 
what was working under Holgorsen when the 
Cowboys produced a school-record 520.2 yards 
per game. Monken offered some tweaks, and a 
bit of an overhaul could be in store next sea- 
son, when a new quarterback takes over. But 
for now, why fix what's not broken? 


RAPID RISE Weeden’s big first season as a 
starter put him among elite company. With a 
career passing efficiency rating of 155.42, he 
enters this season trailing only Boise State's 
Kellen Moore, Stanford’s Andrew Luck and 
Houston's Case Keenum. 


Layne Murdoch 


2011 OKLAHOMA STATE SIGNEES 


CLASS NOTES 


The sex appeal to Oklahoma State's recruiting class came on offense, with 
quarterback J.W. Walsh and running back Herschel Sims the headliners as 
two of the top national prospects at their positions. Still, the focus was clearly 
on bolstering the other side of the ball, where 18 defenders were added with 
an emphasis on the men up front. 

Seeking an upgrade on the defensive front, where many believe champi- 
onships are won, OSU committed seven scholarships. Tackles James Castle- 
man and Ashaad Mabry will get a long look to contribute immediately, as 
will junior college addition Maurice Hayes. Cowboys coaches feel they got 
steals in Castleman and Mabry, who were 3-star recruits by Scout.com. Ryan 
Robinson, another junior college recruit, will join the mix at defensive end. 

Ryan Simmons, the nation’s No. 15 middle linebacker prospect by 
Scout.com, has the size and strength to compete for playing time as a true 
freshman. Lyndell Johnson, Scout.com’s No. 18 safety prospect, is likely 
headed for the Star linebacker spot at 6'3" and 190 pounds. 

On offense, Walsh arrived early, enrolling in January to start competing for 
the backup job and gain traction for replacing Brandon Weeden in 2012. A 
coach's son, Walsh was the No. 4-rated dual-threat quarterback by Rivals.com. 
Sims, the No. 2 all-purpose runner and No. 8 overall prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals.com, will get a shot to play right away, perhaps as a third down back 
due to his outstanding receiving skills. 

Desmond Roland, a 4-star athlete by Scout.com, could play running back or 


wide receiver — and right away — or contribute in the return game. And Cow- . 


boys coaches went back to Mustang (Okla.) High School to find another slot 
receiver in David Glidden, who is in the mold of Mustang product Josh Cooper. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 

BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive LimeMen .............ss00seee: i PUTCXOSE. gt ncn etn 
LiM@DACKELS .....ssseessscssssesesseceseseees Gd GEOG depose sen usec 
Defensive Backs ......:..:sssveesseccssneses 5 Oklahoma 

Wide REC@IVESS........sssesssesccsneessnneses 4 Arkansas...... 

Offensive LineMen .........ssssssssseee 3. Kentucky 

Kicke [Si jaesscccevssscmnscarpacssstre 1 

Quarterbacks ......ccecsssesesssesssesseees 1 

RUANING Backs .........-scssseseeseeeessnees 1 

SPOTLIGHT ON... 


J.W. WALSH © QB ¢ DENTON, TX 

With Brandon Weeden in place, J.W. Walsh — barring disaster — doesn’t fig- 
ure into Oklahoma State’s plans for 2011. 

Still, the touted Texas quarterback from Denton Guyer High couldn't wait 
to get to Stillwater and get started on forging his future. Never mind that last 
semester of high school, often a fabulous and fun time. When classes started 
at OSU on Jan. 10 Walsh was working on getting ahead — academically and 
athletically. 

Of course, Walsh has always been prepared. The son of Denton Guyer head 
coach John Walsh, J.W. has been in training since he was old enough to grip 
a football. He grew into one of the nation’s top quarterback prospects, lead- 
ing Guyer to two state semifinal berths before a runner-up run as a senior. 

“| think the amount of games we played and the adversity we faced 
helped me mature as a football player and a person,” Walsh says. “Those 
past games ... will only help me in the future.” 

The question is when the future arrives. 

Walsh improved rapidly in the spring, battling Clint Chelf and Johnny Deaton 
for the backup job. It’s a competition that will only intensify next spring. 

Walsh has been groomed on intensity. 

“Especially in Texas,” he says. “Being a quarterback and trying to win is 
a pretty big deal. Being in two state semifinals and a state championship is 
going to be a huge factor in how | handle the pressure of college football 
and how | can lead Oklahoma State to success.” 


JIMMY BEAN DE 614" = 220 DENTON, TX 
Ranked No. 34 defensive end by Scout.com, No. 67 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
MICHAEL BOWIE OT 65" 315 SAND SPRINGS, OK 
Navarro (Texas) CC transfer. Ranked No. 34 JUCO prospect by SuperPrep. 
TORRANCE CARR WR 6'2".—— 185 DALLAS, TX 
Rushed for 892 yards, passed for 482 yards, returned kickoff for TD as a senior. 
JAMES CASTLEMAN Di S648 255 AMARILLO, TX 
Ranked No. 26 defensive tackle in the nation by Scout.com. 

KRIS CATLIN LBS tO ekt5 SAN ANTONIO, TX 


Ranked No. 20 inside linebacker in the country and No. 70 prospect in Texas by 
Rivals. 


TRAVIS CROSS OT = 6'5"—-270 PLANO, TX 
Ranked No. 11 OT in the nation, No. 45 prospect in Texas by Scout.com. 

DEVIN DAVIS or = 6'5"— 250 NACOGDOCHES, TX 
Ranked No. 58 offensive tackle in the nation, No. 77 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
ALEX ELKINS LB: - 653 0235 KELLER, TX 
Blinn (Texas) CC transfer. Ranked No. 31 JUCO prospect in the country by Rivals. 
DAVID GLIDDEN wR =5'9" 160 MUSTANG, OK 


Oklahoma Gatorade Player of the Year. Recorded 65 catches for 1,244 yards and 
17 TDs; had six INTs, returning four for TDs; scored four kick return TDs in ‘10. 


MATT GREEN K 6'2" 225 LEXINGTON, KY 
Had 26 touchbacks on 42 kickoffs, hit 3-of-3 FGs beyond 40 yards as a senior. 
JONOVAN GRIFFIN (B 511" 165 MCKINNEY, TX 
Passed for 1,418 yards and rushed for 1,017 yards as a senior. 

MAURICE HAYES oT 6'4" 315 ROME, GA 
Bakersfield ratty CC transfer. Rome News-Tribune Defensive Player of the Year 
as a senior in high school. 

JOHNNY HAYNES (B 5'10". 190 IRVING, TX 
Rushed for 1,098 yards and 12 TDs, had 478 receiving yards and four TDs in ‘10. 
LYNDELL JOHNSON LB 6'3" 190 PLANO, TX 
Ranked No. 18 safety in nation by Scout, No. 83 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
MIKETAVIOUS JONES (B 5'10" 165 HOUSTON, TX 
Ranked No. 29 cornerback in the nation and No. 65 prospect in Texas by Scout. 
ASHAAD MABRY Dy 163" 290 SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Named second-team All-Area by the San Antonio Express-News. 

ISAAC MASELERA S 610" —- 180 GLENPOOL, OK 
Ranked No. 20 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals. 

ISAAC McCOY WR 6'0" 170 ALMA, AR 
Recorded 1,136 rush yards, 491 receiving yards and 31 total TDs as a senior. 
MIKE MUSTAFA DE 64" 270 KATY, TX 
Named honorable mention TAPPS Division III All-State as a senior. 

NICO ORNELAS LB 62". 200_N. RICHMOND HILLS, TX 
Registered 83 tackles and six sacks in ‘10; 77 tackles and four sacks in ‘09. 
RYAN ROBINSON DE 6'5" 250 BUFORD, GA 
Jones County (Miss.) CC. Recorded 64 tackles and eight sacks in ‘10. 

DESMOND ROLAND WR 6'0" 185 DALLAS, TX 


Ranked No. 6 athlete in the nation by Athlon Sports and No. 15 wide receiver 
in the country by Scout. Rushed for 1,300 yards and 21 TDs as a senior. 


DEMARCUS SHEROD LB 6'2" 225 DECATUR, GA 
Ranked No. 31 inside linebacker in the nation by Rivals. 
RYAN SIMMONS BLS x6l® 230 CIBOLO, TX 


U.S. Army All-American. District MVP and Defensive MVP of Class 5A Division II 
state title game. Ranked No. 15 middle linebacker in nation by Scout. 


HERSCHEL SIMS RB OS'8" 190 ABILENE, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 2 all-purpose back in the nation by Rivals 
and No. 10 running back in country by Athlon Sports. Rushed for 2,352 yards and 
31 TDs, had 25 catches for five TDs, returned two kickoffs for TDs as a junior. 
JOSH STEWART (Bo5'10" = 160 DENTON, TX 
Had 971 receiving yards and 10 TDs; 85 tackles and seven INTs as a senior. 
ALEX VILLAREAL OT 64" 295 HIDALGO, TX 
Ranked No. 73 defensive tackle in the nation by Scout.com. Had 10 sacks in 10. 
J.W. WALSH QB 62" 195 DENTON, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 4 dual-threat quarterback and No. 13 prospect 
in Texas by Rivals, No. 10 quarterback by Athlon Sports. Passed for 3,188 yards, 
35 TDs and six INTs, rushed for 1,423 yards and 16 TDs in ‘10; passed for 2,599 
yards, 27 TDs and six INTs, rushed for 1,554 yards and 22 TDs in ‘09. 
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Dynamic 
Duo 


Brandon Weeden and Justin Blackmon are back 
to torment the Big 12 one more time 


by John Helsley 


ustin Blackmon spent a wintry evening chillin’ at a friend’s house, watching TV 
and lounging on the couch, when his cell phone buzzed with a tempting text mes- 
sage. 

The words delivered a simple suggestion from the person at the other end — 
Oklahoma State quarterback Brandon Weeden — yet spurred a dizzying decision that dra- 
matically altered the future of both players, as well as the Cowboys, who hope to ride 
their premium pair to new heights ... again. 

Blackmon and Weeden, virtual unknowns before last season, had breakout years to- 
gether in 2010 and now return as the nation’s most lethal throw-and-catch connection 
after contemplating jumps to the NFL. 

Most figured on an early exit, especially for Blackmon, until Weeden’s text swayed an 
extended stay and fueled the Cowboys’ optimism for improving on a school-record 11 
wins a year ago. 

“Thad decided, after talking to a ton of people,” Weeden says, “that I wanted to come 
back. I just threw it to Justin and said, ‘Hey, what do you think about doing it one more 
year?” 

Without hesitation, Blackmon sped back a reply. 

“Yeah, let’s do it,” Blackmon says was his response. “It was very exciting. When he 
sent me that text, I didn’t even second-guess it.” 

Blackmon and Weeden did it big in 2010, despite many initial doubts about each of 
them and their team. The Cowboys had suffered major personnel losses, including quar- 
terback Zac Robinson and wideout Dez Bryant, whose 2009 suspension opened the door 
for a replacement, yet revealed no promising takers, including Blackmon. 

So expectations slipped heading into last season, with many preseason publications 
picking OSU for the bottom of the Big 12 South. 

Inside the program, however, a buzz was brewing around Weeden and Blackmon and 
what they might do in new offensive coordinator Dana Holgorsen’s spread offense. 
Through spring drills and summer workouts and August camp, Weeden and Blackmon 
grew in the offense and developed as a duo. By the time they finished carving up the Big 
12, Weeden earned the school’s first all-conference quarterback nod since the early 1930s 
and Blackmon was toting off the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top wide receiver. 

“T still look back at the season and say, “Wow,” Blackmon says. “It’s incredible what we 
were able to do. And we're going to try to top it off this year.” 

The Cowboys were never quite sure what they had in Weeden, a former professional 
baseball player who will turn 28 during this season. He'd been but a bit player in three 
games in ’09, when he was officially the third-team signal caller, although he did have one 
big half that offered a glimpse of greatness, rallying OSU to victory over Colorado while 
Robinson was out with a concussion. 

Until then, Cowboys coaches had been looking for any kind of spark out of the low- 
key Weeden. 

“T knew I had a big guy who had a strong arm and could throw really well and throws 
a nice spiral and is accurate,” says OSU coach Mike Gundy. “That's all I knew. 

“T didn’t know anything about him as a competitor. I didn’t know anything about his 
toughness, his leadership skills. We didn’t have any answers in that area.” 

Not that Gundy and his staff didn’t seek answers. 


Photos by Layne Murdoch 


“Brandon was kind of like a cat that’s a stray,” Gundy says. “You put some milk out and 
he just keeps coming back every day. Well, he just kept coming back every day. He didn’t 
look very good at practice and he wasn’t into it very much mentally. We'd jump on him 
and hed just turn around and walk off. And he'd come back the next day. 

“That was just his temperament; that’s what his body language was. He did zero to ever 
make us think he could perform. We tried to give him the job for two and a half years. 
He just never took it.” 

With Robinson gone and the job free to seize, Weeden took it — and more. 

He was voted first-team All-Big 12 by the coaches and the Associated Press. He set sin- 
gle-season school records for passing yards (4,277), total offense (4,209), touchdown 
passes (34), completions (342), attempts (511) and completion percentage (66.9). 

Weeden, who was third in the nation in passing yards, produced three of the top seven 
single-game passing totals in program history. His 2010 season included seven 300-yard 
passing games, and he tossed at least two touchdowns in 11 of the team’s 13 games. 

Interestingly, while others wondered, Blackmon says he always saw something special 
in Weeden. 

“When I first got here and he was third-string quarterback, you could tell he was good 
just by how he was throwing the ball,” Blackmon says. “You could tell he had a great arm 
and was very accurate.” 


“T still look back at the season and say, “Wow.’ 
It’s incredible what we were able to do. 
And we're going to try to top it off this year.” 


— Oklahoma State wide receiver Justin Blackmon 


Blackmon had to forge his own breakout. With Bryant busted by the NCAA and the 
Cowboys begging for someone to emerge, Blackmon hardly made a case, totaling only 20 
catches for 260 yards in ’09, barely making an impression. But something flipped for 
Blackmon last summer, prompting a major change in work ethic and toughness. 

“I knew he was going to be a good player,” Weeden says. “Now, did I think he would 
go on and break records and do the things he did, win the Biletnikoff and be consensus 
All-American and everything? Probably not. 

“But once the season got going and we were three or four games in, I knew he had a 
chance to do something special and be something special.” 

And, oh, was it special. 

Blackmon led the nation averaging 148.5 receiving yards per game, with his 1,782 
yards the sixth-best receiving season in NCAA history. He set an NCAA record with 12 
straight games of at least 100 yards and a TD catch. His 20 touchdowns and 111 recep- 
tions were school records. 

For all that, Blackmon was named Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year by the coaches 
and AP. 

“Tt definitely makes me sleep good at night knowing I have him out there to throw it 
to,” Weeden says. “It’s comforting. 

“Tr’s not very often you get to play with one of the best players in the country and a guy 
who's going to play in the NFL for a long time.” 

Of course, the NFL will wait, for both players. 

Weeden’s return came as pro talent evaluators looked for more than just one season as 
a body of work. Weeden seemed to progress with every game in the schedule a year ago 
and could really enhance his stock with another big year. 

“There is no doubt, I will become a better quarterback,” Weeden says. 

Blackmon’s stock — with most projections placing him in the first round — was more 
clear-cut. So he’s passing up a likely big payday for another year of classes and exams. But 
being in school, with Weeden, has its advantages, too. 

“Tt would have been tough for one of us to stay and the other one leave,” Blackmon says. 
“We were trying to figure out what we were going to do, what we thought was best for 
ourselves, him and his wife and his family. 

“Te felt great going up there at the press conference knowing we were both coming back 
and we were gong to make another run at another great season and a championship.” 
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| hada leg up coming out of spring, meaning the battle will play out in fall camp. Gilbert 


ack Brown has become a huge fan of saying, “Change is good.” It better be. 

After tumbling from the BCS National Championship Game in 2009 to a mis- 

erable 5~7 season in 2010 — sending shockwaves through college football — 

Brown replaced five assistant coaches, including both coordinators, and brought 
in a new strength and conditioning coach. 

At one point, Brown had replaced six position coaches. But in the umpteenth twist and 
turn of the Texas offseason, former Longhorn defensive back Jerry Gray, who had been 
hired to replace Duane Akina to coach the secondary, left to become defensive coordina- 
tor of the Tennessee Titans. Then, oddly enough, Akina returned to his old job at Texas after 
taking a similar position at Arizona. 

Such upheaval has left the Longhorns’ fanbase wondering just how long it will take to 
turn things around. ESPN is probably wondering the same thing, considering it agreed to 
pay the university $300 million over 20 years to launch the Longhorn Network and will 
make football programming its meal ticket. 

Brown went young to turn things around, hiring 34-year-old Boise State offensive co- 
ordinator Bryan Harsin to team with 33-year-old Texas running backs coach Major Ap- 
plewhite to run the offense. And Brown hired 37-year-old Mississippi State defensive 
coordinator Manny Diaz to take over for Will Muschamp, the Longhorns’ former head 
coach-in-waiting who took over the top spot at Florida. 

“Obviously, when you have a tough year like we did, you need to restart,” says Brown, 
who hadn’t experienced a losing season as a head coach since his second year at North Car- 
olina in 1989. “I think that was evident for all of us. Restart and get new energy, and that’s 
been really easy when you start looking at our coaching hires.” 


Harsin’s offense asks a lot of the quarterback in terms of all the motion 

and shifting that occur as well as reads at the line. And the uncertainty at this position says 

a lot about where this Texas team is right now. Most everyone assumed when Garrett 
Gilbert committed to Texas as the Gatorade National Player of the Year that the Long- 

| horns had found their heir to Vince Young and Colt McCoy. But Gilbert struggled might- 
| ily last year, throwing 10 touchdown passes and 17 interceptions, including five INTs in 
a 39-14 loss at Kansas State. This spring Gilbert found himself in a four-way battle to 

a keep his job with redshirt freshman Connor Wood, sophomore Case McCoy (younger 
brother of Colt McCoy) and early enrollee freshman David Ash. Coaches said no one 


is the only quarterback on the roster who has attempted a pass at Texas. It’s his job to 

J ¥q Peep J 

r >) lose, but he is being pushed. And Harsin and Applewhite don’t seem to care much about 
pedigree, only winning. 

a 


Texas ranked 66th in the nation in rushing last year and 61st the year 
before that. Obviously, the Longhorns need to run the ball better. The good news is 
fifth-year senior Fozzy Whittaker had the best spring of his career. So did fellow fifth-year 
senior Cody Johnson. The bad news is they've had great springs before only to suffer in- 
juries that would impact the regular season. Maybe this is the year both make it through a 
regular season unscathed. Whitaker rushed for 351 yards on 80 carries, while Johnson led 
the team with 592 yards and six touchdowns on 134 attempts. This could be the year a 
true freshman bolts onto the scene, the way Ricky Williams (1995) and Cedric Benson 
(2001) did. The arrival of freshman Malcolm Brown, a 6'0", 215-pound blend of power 
and speed, is much anticipated. Brown was one of the top recruits in the country and could 
be just what is needed to jump start a running game that has been inconsistent ever since 
Jamaal Charles left after the 2007 season. 


Much like the drop-off at quarterback last season without Colt McCoy, no one 
was able to come close to replacing the school’s all-time receptions leader Jordan Shipley 
in 2010. There is plenty of promise thanks to new receivers coach Darrell Wyatt and some 
talented second-year players, such as Mike Davis, the top returning receiver on the team 
with 47 catches in 2010. But overall, this group needs a lot of improvement. Big 12 cham- 
pion long jumper Marquise Goodwin made huge plays as a freshman, then leveled off as 
a sophomore. He only averaged 10.5 yards on his 31 catches and scored just one touch- 
down. And senior split end Malcolm Williams missed much of the spring for personal rea- 
sons and put on weight (up to 240 pounds). He’s now working some at H-back and as an 
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OFFENSE (4) 


WR 1 Mike Davis (So.)_ 


3 DeSean Hales (Jr.) 


WR 84 Marquise Goodwin (jt)  __Jaxon Shipley (Fr. 
WR 4 Darius White (So.) 13 John Harris (Fr.) 
Ut 75 Trey Hopkins (So.) 56 Tray Allen (St.) 


1G 56 Tray Allen(Sr) 
C 78 David Snow (Sr) _ 


79 Thomas Ashcraft (So.) 


73 Garrett Porter (S0.) 


RG 72 Mason Walters (So.) 55 Dominic Espinosa (Fr,) 
RT _70 Paden Kelley (So.)_ Garrett Greenlea (Fr) 
TE__ 87 Dominique jones (S0.) _19 Blaine iby (St) 

QB 7 Garrett Gilbert (jr) 5 Connor Wood (Fr.) 

RB 2 Fozzy Whittaker (Sr.) Malcolm Brown (Fr.) 
DEFENSE (6) 

DE 44 Jackson Jeffcoat (So.) 9 Dravannti Johnson (jr) 
DT 91 Kheeston Randall (Sr.) 94 Taylor Bible (Fr.) 

DT 85 Ashton Dorsey (So.) 90 Calvin Howell (So.) 
DE _ 80'Alex Okator(fr)__"92 Reggie Wilson (S0.)/_ 
OLB 18 Emmanuel Acho (Sr.) 32 Patrick Nkwopara (So) 


MLB — 1 Keenan Robinson (Sr.) 13 Chet Moss (Fr.) 


OLB 3 Jordan Hicks (So.) 


(B 17 Adrian Phillips (So.) 28 Quandre Diggs (Fr) 
(B 23 Cartington Byndom (So.) 7 AJ. White (So.) 

S21 Blake Gideon (Sr.) 2 Nolan Brewster (j.) 
§ 8 Kenny Vaccaro (Jr.) 6 Christian Scott (Sr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 19 Justin Tucker (Sr.) KR 26 D,J. Monroe (jr.) 
P__14 William Russ (Fr.) PR 28 Quandre Diggs (Fr) 
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inside receiver, freeing up an opportunity out- 
side for highly recruited second-year receivers 
Darius White and John Harris. And there’s an- 
other Shipley on the way with high expecta- 
tions: Jordan’s younger brother, Jaxon, a 
freshman. The tight end position is a total 
enigma at this point. 


Texas has been a pass- 
first offense the past several years, and the of- 
fensive line’s propensity to be back-pedaling in 
two-point stances has led to questions about 
whether the Longhorns can get physical up 
front. Brown wants Harsin to balance the run 
and pass, so this position has to get better in a 
hurry. The inconsistency and incompetence 
seemed to reach a new high in 2010, as the 
team struggled to run the ball in the red zone 
and suffered costly penalties in critical situa- 
tions. Gone are three fifth-year seniors from last 
year, which could be a good thing if some 
young talent can grow up. New offensive line 
coach Stacy Searles, who had the same job at 
Georgia the past four seasons, may have the 
toughest job on the staff, with no proyen expe- 
rience or leadership to work with. As this group 
goes, so goes the offense. 


Diaz said at the end of 
spring ball that Texas didn’t have anyone on 
the defensive line that other teams would be 
afraid to block. That needs to change. The 
Longhorns were a top-5 rush defense under 
Will Muschamp in 2008 and 2009. But Texas 
was 44th nationally against the run last season 
(138.6 ypg) and is desperately looking for a 
defensive tackle to line up next to senior 
Kheeston Randall. Texas also lost 14 sacks 
from last year’s team with the departures of 
Sam Acho (eight) and Eddie Jones (six). So the 
pass rush will fall to Jackson Jeffcoat, the son 
of former NFL sack artist Jim Jeffcoat, and Alex 
Okafor, both of whom were 5-star talents out 


of high school. 


This is probably the strongest 
position on the team. Senior Keenan Robin- 
son, who has moved from the strong side to the 
middle, versatile senior Emmanuel Acho as well 
as sophomore star-in-the-making Jordan Hicks 
give this defense heart and swagger. There is 
even emerging depth at outside linebacker in 
converted running back Demarco Cobbs. Diaz 
likes to send his linemen upfield to create havoc 
— what he calls stopping the run on the way to 
the passer — and expects a speedy group of 
linebackers to clean anything up. Diaz has a 
chance for success with this group, if they can 
stay healthy. 


The safety position is one 
of the deepest on the team thanks to Blake 
Gideon, who begins his fourth year as a starter, 
and hard-hitting Kenny Vaccaro, maybe the 
most physical player on the team. Backups 
Christian Scott and Nolan Brewster also have 
plenty of experience. But cornerback is another 
story. Aaron Williams, who left a year early, as 
well as Chymia Brown and Curtis Brown are 
all in the NFL now. The leaders to replace them 


Kheeston Randall, OT For a team that struggled 
to stop the run last season, his veteran pres- 
ence in the middle of the line will be huge. 
Keenan Robinson, LB A tackling machine who 
led the team in stops with 113 in 2010, Robin- 
son moves from outside to the middle in 2011. 
Emmanuel Acho, LB The team’s second-leading 
tackler (87) in 2010, Acho is a leader who 
brings swagger and speed sideline-to-sideline. 
Kenny Vaccaro, S The biggest hitter on the team. 
You hear him play football by the sound of his 
physical contact. 

Mike Davis, WR Texas’ top returning receiver 
should be the next big thing at wideout in an 
offense that desperately needs playmakers. 


BLAKE GIDEON 


Sam Acho, DE His work ethic helped him be- 
come the heart-and-soul leader of the defense. 
Aaron Williams, CB A big-time cover guy who 
was also a physical presence in the secondary. 
Curtis Brown, CB Often drew the other team’s 
best receivers on the outside and never shied 
away from the battle. 

James Kirkendoll, WR The team’s leading re- 
ceiver in 2010 and a key leader on an offense 
that lacked leadership. 

Kyle Hix, OT A four-year starter on the offensive 
line who helped provide an anchor up front at 
left tackle. 


Coaches say 

was born to 
play cornerback, and 
he made a couple big 
plays in the spring 
game. He also helped 
hold the 2011 recruit- 
ing class together 
during all the coach- 
ing staff upheaval by 
making calls to other 
committed recruits. 
Coaches believe he can be an answer in the 
return game as well. 


Jeffcoat, Gideon, Randall: Chis Covatta 


y +2011 TEXAS ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-7, 2-6 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS HI/wr CL HOMETOWN — DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT HOMETOWN Sept. 4 at Rice Wo 3e17 
19 Floyd, John Paul 61/187 Jf. Lubbock, IX 94 Bible, Taylor 63/310 Ft. Denton, 1X Sept. 11 Wyoming Wee ssa7 
7 Gilbert, Garrett 64/218 i. Austin, IX 89. Cotton, De’Aires 6-4/295 Ft. Alief, TX Sept. 18 at Texas Tech W 24-14 
6 McCoy, Case 62/200 So. Graham, TX 50 Cruciani, Michael 6-0/225 ft. Southlake, 1X Sept. 25 UCLA L 12-34 
5 Wood, Connor 64/220 FF, Houston, TX gg. Daniels, Greg 65/270 Fi. Houston, TX Oct. 2 #vs. Oklahoma L 20-28 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 85. Dorsey, Ashton 62/295 So. Tyler, TX Oct. 16 at Nebraska W 20-13 
41. Berryhill, Jamison 511/220 jf. Odessa, TX 90 Howell, Calvin 6-4/290 So. San Antonio, TX Oct. 23. lowa State L 21-28 
25 Kills, Jeremy 6-0/202 jf. Houston, TX 44 Jeffcoat, Jackson 65/253 So. Plano, TX Oct. 30. Baylor L230 
43 Hohmann, Heath 5-9/188 FF. Austin, TX 9 Johnson, Dravannti 62/235 J Nederland, TX Nov. 6 at Kansas Stat L 1439 
11 Johnson, Cody 511/250 St. Waller, TX 39. Leeson, Trevor 63/210 Fr Kermit, TX ot I 
“ pas ts . . Nov. 13 Oklahoma State L 16-33 
26 Monroe, D,. 59/175 Jt Soden 52 Martinez, Luciano 541/270 St, Monterrey, Mexico : : 
45 Padgett, Luke 61/225 St. Bellville, X 39 Okafor, Alex 65/260 J Pflugerville, 1x Nov. 20 Florida Atlantic W 51-17 
32 Shead, Traylon 62/218 =F. Cayuga, TX f Nov. 25 Texas ASM L (17-24 
‘ Spat 91 Randall, Kheeston 6-5/295 St. Beaumont, TX 
24 Whaley, Chris 63/250 So. Madisonville, TX : ‘ Dallas 
2 Whittaker, Fozzy 510/198 St Houston, IX 92 Wilson, Reggie 6-3/252 So. Haltom City, TX 
LINEBACKERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
RECEIVERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
1 Davis, Mike 62/186 So. Dallas, 1x 18 Acho, Emmanuel 62/240 St. Dalles | 2010 RANKINGS 
16 Fitzhenry, Brock 59/178 jf, Giddings, 1X > Benson, Aaron 62/230 Ft. Cedar Hill, IX | - ; 
84 Goodwin, Marquise 59/177 ft. Garland, 1X 15 Cobbs, Demarco 62/210 So. Tulsa, OK Offense Pet Game _ Big 12_ National 
40. Gresham, Tate 5-9/180 Fi, Pasadena, TX 3 Hicks, Jordan 62/228 So. West Chester, OH Scoring 23.8 ppg 10 88 
3 Hales, DeSean 541/175, Klein, TX 32. Nkwopara, Patrick 5-11/218 So. Grand Prairie, TX Rushing 150.5 ypg 7 (66 
13. Hartis, John 63/206 Fr. Garland, IX 58 Ramirez, Cody 511/190 Jt. San Antonio, TX Passing © 232.0ypg «7 50 
17 Jones, Chris 6-0/160 Fr. Daingerfield, TX 30 Roberson, Ryan 510/235 Jr. Brenham, IX Total 382.5 ypg 8 58 
s iia Cee ie So. ange 1 Robinson, Keenan 63/235 St. Plano, IX | [tes PerGame Big 12 National 
pleted My I de och DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WE CL HOMETOWN Scoring =» 23.7 ppg «549 
29 Nickleson, Jaren 6-0/188 So. Corpus Christi, TX Rushi 138.6 3 4d 
81 Timmons, Greg 63/205 So. Aldine, 1x 4 Barnett, Eryon 62/195 So. Euless, 1X ann -6 YPg 
36 Wheeler, Michael 510/176 Fr Sunnyvale, 1x 37 Boyer, Nate 511/188 Ft Dublin, CA Passing §—-161.6ypg. 2 6 
4 White, Darius 63/200 So, Fort Worth, Tx 2 Brewster, Nolan 62/205 ff. Denver, (0 Total 300.2 ypg 6 
9 Williams, Malcolm 63/240 St. Garland, 1X 23 Byndom, Carrington = 6-0/175 So. UALS TO Margin PerGame Big 12 National 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 35 Daddeo, Anthony 5-10/190 Fr. Austin, IX 12 14.00 12 116 
82 Graham, Trey 65/236 $0. Waco, Tx 38 George, Ben 61/191 Ter, 1X 
18 Grant, OJ. 63/230 Ir. Austin, TX 21 Gideon, Blake 6-1/205 St. Leander, IX 
85 Howard, Ahmard 6-4/250 St. Brenham, 1x 42 aie Dakota 61/180 Ft. ae Vista, TX 2010 
19 Irby, Blaine 63/237 St. Camarillo, CA 27 Jackson, Bryant 62/191 Ft. Sulphur Springs, Tx IVIDUAL TS 
87 Jones, Dominique 63/240 So. Kilgore, TX 43 Mayberry, Roderick 62/193 FF. Austin, X | IND D STA 
89 Matthews, Barrett 62/235 ft. Galena Park, TX 17 Phillips, Adrian 511/199 So, Garland, 1X | PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
15 Terrell, Darius 63/238 FF. DeSoto, TX 39 Randolph, Christian 59/170 Sr. DeSoto, 1X = Garrett Gilbert 441 260 2,744 10 17 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 26 Richardson, Josh 510/180 Jr. Dallas, TX RUSHING AIT YDS AVG ID 
56 Allen, Tray 64/310 St Grand Prairie, TX 6 Scott, Christian 61/217 St. Dallas, Tx Cody johnson 134-592 A 6 
79 Ashcraft, Thomas 65/310 So. Cedar Hill, TX 8 Vaccaro, Kenny 61/214 ft. Brownwood, IX | yJonn ¢ 
54 Buchanan, Mark 66/305 It Austin, TX 24. Walker, Sam 6-0/181 jt. Mount Pleasant, TX | Garrett Gilbert. 100 380 3.8 5 
55. Espinosa, Dominic 6-4/295 FF. Cedar Park, TX 7 White, A). 6-0/175 So, DeSoto, IX Fozzy Whittaker 80 351 4.4 2 
75 Hopkins, Trey 6-4/290 So. Galena Park, TX 40. Zapata, Matthew 6-0/185 FL. Stillwater, OK | = Tre’Newton 64. «2293.6 3. 
70 Kelley, Paden 67/305 So, Austin, TX ' 
69 Kriegel, Kyle 65/275 So. _ Elysian Fields, 1x SPECIALISTS n/m, eal | RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
77 Poehimann, Luke 67/285 ff. Brenham, 1X 32 Newman, Tom (Ls) 62/207 Ft Brenham, 1X | James Kirkendoll 52 707 13.6 2 
73 Porter, Garrett 6-6/305 So, Odessa, TX 52 Osborn, John (Ls) 63/260 Ft Brenham, | wike Davis «= 47-—=««A7B-«10.2-2 
68 Rodriquez, Ryan 61/260 FI. San Antonio, Tx 14 Russ, William (P/K) 6-4/193 FL. Shreveport, LA Fony Whittaker 34 217 64 0 
71 Russo, Drew 62/235 Ft Cedar Park, Tx 35. Sirgo, Grant (K) 510/180 Ft Midland, TX < 
78 Snow, David 6-4/295 Gilmer, 1X 19 Tucker, Justin (K/P) 61/185 Austin, TK Marquise Goodwin 31 324 105 1 
72 Walters, Mason 6-6/305 So. Wolfforth, TX 49 Wier, Trey (LS) 62/240 Sr. Austin, TK | John Chiles 29 418 144 1 
55 Zajicek, Nick 6-2/280 St. Cameron, TX 48 Zumberge, Alex (LS) 6-0/250 Sr. Houston, TX KICKING: Justin Tucker, 23-27 FGs, 27-27 XPs, 
| 96 points 
TACKLES: Keenan Robinson, 113; 
Emmanuel Acho, 87 


SACKS: Sam Acho, 8; Eddie Jones, 6 
INTERCEPTIONS: Two players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Mike Davis, WR 

FRESHMAN PHENOM 

Malcolm Brown, RB 

TOP TARGET 

Mike Davis, WR 

STOCK FALLING 

Cody Johnson, RB 

POSITION BATTLE - QB 

Garrett Gilbert vs. Connor Wood 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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are converted safety Adrian Phillips, second-year corner Car- 
rington Byndom and freshman Quandre Diggs, the younger 
brother of former Longhorn defensive back Quentin Jam- 
mer (now with the San Diego Chargers). 


Mack Brown 
133-34 (13 years) 
;219-108-1 (27 years) 
Major Applewhite, 
Bryan Harsin One of the biggest disappointments in 2010 
: Manuy/Dizz was the disappearing act of any plays made by the special 
Aust exes : : teams outside of kicker Justin Tucker. In fact, there were crit- 
Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium ¢ ; , 
(100,119) ical turnovers in the return game that helped derail the sea- 
son. Brown has turned the special teams over to Akina and 
rt ee Applewhite. Those two need to find difference makers in the 
return game — watch for running back D.J. Monroe and Diggs — and get back to blocking punts the 
way Texas has in the past. The kicking game should be a strength thanks to Tucker and talented red- 
shirt freshman punter William Russ. Tucker made 23-of-27 field goals with a long of 51 yards. He is 
a weapon. 


“Their quarterback (Garrett Gilbert) wasn’t as good. | don’t like to say that. 
But it’s hard to be as good as Colt McCoy, so it’s kind of unfair. But he wasn’t as good. ... They get a ton of 
early commitments, so we are talking about the best 16-year-olds in the country. But you are playing with 
19-year-old kids. Sometimes the best 16-year-old kids don’t turn into the best 19- and 20-year-old kids. They 
get all their commitments before the end of their junior years; maybe they aren't getting the best players. | 
think there is something to be said about that. Another thing: The guys they are taking are good-character 
kids, and good for them. But they don’t get a lot of kids who have overcome a lot of adversity. How tough 
are they? When things aren’t going right, how tough are they? ... Surprisingly, they were not that physical 
last year. They weren't physical at all. You also never felt like the quarterback (Garrett Gilbert) could beat 
you. Also, it just didn’t feel like they played hard last year. They have some big running backs and some wide 
bodies up front, but something was missing there. They never utilized their running back last year — they 
gave up on it and they were quick to abandon the running game. ... | quess Mack Brown figured the best 
way to shake up the program after last year’s dismal season was to blow up the coaching staff. We'll see if 
that was the answer this fall.” 
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Texas was at the center of col- 
lege realignment last summer and nearly 
bolted for the Pac-10. But the Longhorns ulti- 
mately decided to stay in the Big 12. The de- 
cision was a good one financially. Thanks to a 
new, 13-year contract with Fox Sports Media 
Group, Big 12 schools will make between $17 
million and $20 million in TV revenue begin- 
ning in 2012-13. A new, independent network 
being put together by ESPN promises Texas an 
extra $15 million per year, which will give UT 
the largest TV revenue ($35 million) in the 
country. 


ESPN wanted to part- 
ner with Texas for a network because of the 
consistency with which the football program 
put up 10-win seasons (nine straight leading 
into 2010). Now, the Longhorn Network will 
be launched right as Mack Brown attempts to 
bounce back from the program’s first losing 
season since 1997. Brown says he'll have to 
balance the network's appetite for access with 
what's best for his team. 


New de- 
fensive coordinator Manny Diaz got his start 
as a production assistant at ESPN working on 
the show “NFL Countdown.” A conversation 
with Bill Parcells on the set of the show 
helped convince Diaz — the son of the former 
Miami mayor — he should dump television for 
his dream of coaching. Diaz returned to his 
alma mater, Florida State, to take an unpaid 
volunteer assistant job and gradually worked 
his way up the coaching ladder. 


One year after 
leading the nation in forced turnovers with 37, 
the Longhorns forced only 18 in 2010 while 
coughing up the ball 30 times. The minus-12 
turnover ratio was tied for 116th nationally 
out of 120 teams. “We can be a lot better 
than last year if we'll just knock a few balls 
loose, intercept a ball or two and protect the 
ball,” Brown says. “I mean (being ranked) 
116th in this situation at this school is ridicu- 
lous.” 


The Big 12 lost. 
its championship game when it remained a 
10-team league after the departures of Ne- 
braska and Colorado. But the Big 12 wanted to 
stay relevant on “Championship Saturday.” So 
Texas agreed to move its game at Baylor pre- 
viously scheduled for Oct. 22 to Dec. 3. 
League officials had toyed with moving the 
Texas-Texas ASM game to Dec. 3 but decided 
not to tamper with that game’s recent return 
to Thanksgiving night. Oklahoma and Okla- 
homa State also moved their game to Dec. 3. 


Texas scored touchdowns 
on only 23 of 52 trips inside opponents’ 20- 
yard line last season (44 percent), one of the 
worst red zone performances of the Mack 
Brown Era. The result was that 12 of Texas’ 23 
made field goals last season came from 28 
yards or closer. 


Tim Umphery 


2011 TEXAS SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


Considering all the turnover in the coaching staff leading up to February’s 
Signing Day, the assistant coaches who carried over from 2009 — tight ends 
coach Bruce Chambers, running backs coach Major Applewhite, secondary 
coach Duane Akina and defensive ends coach Oscar Giles — probably de- 
serve medals. By most accounts, Texas signed a top-5 recruiting class na- 
tionally despite a 5-7 season and the departure of more than half the 
coaching staff. 

Texas landed five highly recruited offensive linemen, led by Garrett Green- 
lea and Sedrick Flowers, who both could make an impact in 2011. Offensive 
line was the single biggest position of need, and the Longhorns appear to 
have helped themselves. If those linemen are as good as advertised, run- 
ning backs Joe Bergeron and Malcolm Brown, one of the top recruits in the 
country, will be happy and productive. Both Brown and Bergeron could make 
a difference in 2011. 

At receiver, Longhorns’ fans are eagerly anticipating the arrival of Jaxon 
Shipley, the younger brother of Texas’ all-time receptions leader Jordan Ship- 
ley. The sleeper in the class may be quarterback David Ash from nearby Bel- 
ton, Texas. Ash was an early enrollee freshman who pleasantly surprised 
the coaches in the spring with his poise and presence. 

On defense, Texas feels like it got interior help from Desmond Jackson, the 
top defensive tackle recruit in the state of Texas, and Quincy Russell. Steve 
Edmond was one of the top linebacker recruits in the state. And Texas ap- 
pears to have gotten a lot of help in the secondary, led by cornerbacks Quan- 
dre Diggs, Mykkele Thompson, Sheroid Evans (one of the fastest recruits in 
the country) and Josh Turner. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 

BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive Backs .....sssssssssssescsssseess GIMME LORS, We cteecssveticciktserssscorstbreciepni teas 22 
Offensive Lin@MeN ........scssssesssveeee BY | LOMMAM OMA Sacsssscchessooosttcaesisccrrencsecnee 1 
LIM@DACKELS ....sscecscsssesecevssecsssnseeees 4 


Defensive Linemen 
Running Backs ...... 
Wide Receivers. 


Quarterbacks .... f 
IQHBEN OSS siecseseescessssecersssuaconseescans 1 
SPOTLIGHT ON... 


MALCOLM BROWN * RB = CIBOLO, TX 

Some have hailed the arrival of Brown as the second coming of Cedric Ben- 
son, who went on to become the second-leading rusher in Texas history be- 
hind Ricky Williams. If those comparisons come true, then Texas will have 
finally rectified a running game that hasn’t been the same since Jamaal 
Charles bolted for the NFL after the 2007 season. 

Texas hasn’t had a 1,000-yard rusher since Charles ran for 1,619 yards in 
2007 before moving on to the NFL. 

Brown fan for 2,200 yards and 33 touchdowns his junior year at Cibolo 
Steele High School in San Antonio. He followed that up with 2,637 yards and 
33 TDs as a senior, helping lead Steele to its first-ever Class 5A Division II 
state title. 

Brown hears the hype building around him. But he’s reluctant to embrace 
it. “I was at a UT game, and this bald-headed guy stands up and stares at 
me,” Brown told the San Antonio Express-News. “He goes, ‘There he is, 
that’s the man right there.’ | was like, ‘Uh, what’s up?” ... | don’t want to be 
labeled as a ‘savior.’ | can’t fix everything. I'm going to be a freshman, and 
it’s a whole different level. | just want to work as hard as | can and hope to 
contribute right away.” 

Cibolo Steele coach Mike Jinks says that what separates Brown from other 
backs isn’t his size (6'0", 215) or his speed (4.44 in the 40), but his work 
ethic and character. 

“He's grounded and has worked for everything he’s gotten,” Jinks says. 


DAVID ASH QB 63". 215 BELTON, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 19 quarterback in the nation by Athlon 
Sports. Passed for 3,453 yards and 41 TDs, rushed for eight TDs as a senior. 


JOE BERGERON RB 6'1" 220 MESQUITE, TX 
District 11 Class 5A Offensive MVP. Rushed for 1,579 yards and 19 TDs in ’10. 
MALCOLM BROWN RB 6'0" 215 CIBOLO, TX 


U.S. Army All-American. Named first-team All-USA by USA Tooay and Class 5A Of- 
fensive Player of the Year by the AP. Ranked No. 1 running back in the nation 
by Athlon Sports. Rushed for 2,637 yards and 33 TDs as a senior; 2,200 yards and 
33 TDs as a junior; 1,352 yards and 17 TDs in seven games as a sophomore. 


JOSH COCHRAN Oy. e's" 275 HALLSVILLE, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Allowed zero sacks in three seasons as a starter. 
QUANDRE DIGGS (Bo 5'10" = 190 ANGLETON, TX 


Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 4 OB by Athlon Sports. Named All- 
Greater Houston Offensive Player of the Year by the Houston Chronicle. 


TAYLOR DOYLE oT 65" —:270 AUSTIN, TX 
Had 46-2 record with three state titles in three years as a starter at Lake Travis HS. 
STEVE EDMOND LB) 63". 235 DAINGERFIELD, TX 


U.S. Army All-American. Named Class 2A Defensive Player of the Year by the 
TSWA and the AP. Ranked No. 4 linebacker in the nation by Athlon Sports, 
Recorded 159 tackles, eight forced fumbles and two INTs as a senior. 

SHEROID EVANS (Bo 6'0" = 185 SUGAR LAND, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 15 defensive back in the nation by 
Athlon Sports. Named to All-USA Track and Field Team by USA Tooar in ‘09. 
SEDRICK FLOWERS 0G 63" ==. 290 HOUSTON, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 5 offensive guard in the country and No. 14 
prospect in Texas by Rivals, No. 6 offensive lineman in the nation by Athlon Sports. 
GARRETT GREENLEA Of 6'7%) 1290 SPRING, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 16 offensive lineman by Athlon Sports. 
MARCUS HUTCHINS OT 46's" 260 DESOTO, TX 
Named first-team All-Area by the Dallas Morning News as a senior. 

DESMOND JACKSON DT 3661" ~—-280 HOUSTON, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 7 defensive tackle in the country and 
No. 12 prospect in Texas by Rivals, No. 12 defensive lineman in the nation by 
Athlon Sports. U.S. Army National All-Combine Defensive MVP as a junior. 


TEVIN JACKSON 1B 6'2".—s 230 GARLAND, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Sat out 2010 season waiting on NCAA Eligibility Center. 
M,J. McFARLAND TE Gr. 1245 EL PASO, TX 


Named All-City Offensive MVP by the E/ Paso Times. Ranked No. 13 tight end by 
Athlon Sports. Recorded 89 catches for 1,206 yards and 18 TDs in ‘10. 


CHET MOSS LB 6'2" 235 CEDAR PARK, TX 
Recorded 135 tackles in ‘10. Father, Max, played linebacker at Rice. 

MILES ONYEGBULE WR 6'4" 210 ARLINGTON, TX 
Passed for 1,267 yards and 12 TDs, rushed for 1,524 yards and 21 TDs as a senior. 
CEDRIC REED DE 6'6" 240 CLEVELAND, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Ranked No. 32 defensive lineman by Athlon Sports. 
QUINCY RUSSELL oT 6'3" 285 SAN ANTONIO, TX 


U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 16 prospect in Texas by Rivals. Named sec- 
ond-team Sub-5A All-Area by the San Antonio Express-News. 


LEROY SCOTT (Bo 5'10" = 187 PASADENA, TX 
Offense-Defense All-American. Named South Houston Defensive MVP. Ranked No. 
10 cornerback in the nation by Scout and No. 14 defensive back by Athlon Sports, 


JAXON SHIPLEY WR 61" 183 BROWNWOOD, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Named Class 3A Offensive Player of the Year by the AP. 
Ranked No. 6 wide receiver in the country by Scout and No. 9 prospect in Texas 
by Rivals. Recorded 87 catches for 1,653 yards and 27 TDs, with one rush TD, five 
punt return TDs and one kickoff return TD as a senior. Brother, Jordan, was All- 
American receiver at Texas. 

KENDALL THOMPSON 1B 63" 230 CARTHAGE, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 7 inside linebacker in the country by Rivals 
and No. 24 linebacker in nation by Athlon Sports. 

MYKKELE THOMPSON (Bo 62" — 183 SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Ranked No. 12 athlete by Rivals, No. 30 defensive back in the nation by Athlon 
Sports. Rushed for 2,859 yards and 40 TDs, passed for 935 yards and seven TDs 
in 10. 

JOSH TURNER (B 60" = 175 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 1 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals and No. 
6 defensive back in the nation by Athlon Sports. 
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NATIONAL hortly after returning from the Cotton Bowl and officially putting Texas A&M's 


FORECAST most successful season in more than a decade in the rearview mirror, quarterback 


Ryan Tannehill turned his attention from delivering passes to making sales pitches. Sept. 3 SMU 
First-team All-Big 12 receiver Jeff Fuller, the first Aggie to surpass 1,000 receiving Sept. 17 Idaho 
yards in a season, was seriously considering foregoing his senior year to enter the NFL Sept. 24 Oklahoma State 
Draft. Tannehill, who could visualize A&M making a run toward an outright Big 12 title Oct. 1 #Arkansas 
with Fuller back in the fold, began taking persuasive action. Oct. 8 at Texas Tech 
He called Fuller. He texted. He spoke to him personally to remind Fuller of what might Oct. 15 Baylor 


be possible for the team if the 6'4" receiver returned. After consulting with his parents and 


A coach Mike Sherman, Fuller made a decision. Finally, Tannehill’s phone buzzed with a Oct. 22 _ at lowa State 


Oct. 29 Missouri 


message from Fuller, which read: “Yeah, I’m coming back.” 


Ever since, Aggieland has been much like Tannehill’s cell phone: Buzzing with excitement. Nov, 5 at Oklahoma 
© Fuller and Tannehill lead a cast of 18 returning starters — the most among any Big 12 Nov. 12 at Kansas State 
schools. After winning nine games last year, earning a share of the South Division title and Nov. 19 Kansas 
finishing in the final top-25 rankings for the first time since 1999, the Aggies expect more Nov. 24 Texas 
in 2011. #Arlington, TX 
BIG 12 “We expect to take the next step, which means winning the Big 12,” Fuller says. 


PREDICTION If the defense continues to develop under second-year coordinator Tim DeRuyter (A&M 
was 55th nationally in total defense in 2010 after ranking 105th in ’09), that’s certainly a 


possibility. 
THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 10-2, 7-2 BIG 12 


The Aggies finished 2010 as one of the hottest teams in the nation. Wins over Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Texas capped a six-game winning streak to close out the reqular season. If A&M can capture 
that momentum once again, a run at the Big 12 title isn’t out of the question. Replacing Von Miller 
is obviously an issue, but the coaches like Damontre Moore and Caleb Russell at the hybrid 
end/linebacker spot. The Aggies have struggled to meet high expectations in the past, but the 
2011 season looks like different story. POSTSEASON: FIESTA BOWL VS. BOISE STATE 


QUARTERBACKS After replacing the injured Jerrod Johnson during the seventh game, 
Tannehill enters 2011 as a legitimate candidate to become the first A&M quarterback to 
earn first-team all-conference honors since Bucky Richardson in 1991. Of course, he must 
/ first prove he can perform at a peak level — something few senior quarterbacks at A&M 
.| have done in two decades. If he can stay healthy, however, the heady, strong-armed Tan- 
} nehill could be the one to finally break out as a senior as opposed to breaking down. If for 
no other reason, Tannehill should be better simply because he's played the position — and 

P| received plenty of snaps — for almost a full year. He was A&M's receptions leader as a 


freshman and sophomore and missed numerous 2010 spring practices while attending 

biology labs. “When you consider he only started six games, he is relatively inexperi- 
enced at playing quarterback,” Sherman says of Tannehill, who set a school record with 
449 passing yards in his first collegiate start against Texas Tech. “His growth curve is 
going to be phenomenal. He will continue to blossom and grow as a quarterback.” 
A&M's big concern is his backup. Redshirt freshmen Jameill Showers and Matt Joeckel 
are talented prospects, but neither has played in a collegiate game. 


RUNNING BACKS While the media focused on Tannehill’s role in A&M's six- 

game winning streak to conclude the regular season, equally important was Cyrus 
Gray’s magnificent emergence in the second half of the season. The powerful and 

explosive Gray rushed for at least 100 yards in each of the final seven games, in- 
cluding a 223-yard performance against Texas and a 202-yard all-purpose effort against 
Nebraska. Gray also considered turning pro in the offseason, but he returns as one of the 
marquee running backs in the league. Not far behind him is Christine Michael, the Big 12’s 
Offensive Freshman of the Year in 2009 after leading the team with 844 rushing yards and Texas A&M closed the 2010 season on a 
10 TDs. Michael is back at full strength after breaking his leg in the Texas Tech game last six-game winning streak in Big 12 play, 
year, giving the Aggies perhaps the best one-two tailback combination in the conference. its longest since winning seven straight 


leaque games in 1998. 

RECEIVERS Even without Fuller, this could have been a solid unit. With him back, though, 

it is an absolutely exceptional group. While Fuller does not possess blazing speed, he is a 

physically imposing, game-altering force. Fuller caught 72 passes for 1,066 yards and 12 

touchdowns. With his tremendously strong hands and long frame, he is particularly good 

at catching passes in heavy traffic. Ryan Swope is also a sure-handed, big-play receiver who 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
matched Fuller last season with 72 receptions. Uzoma Nwachukwu, Brandal Jackson and 
Kenric McNeal are juniors who are capable of breakout seasons. And the Aggies may have 
some diamonds in the rough with redshirt freshman wideout Malcome Kennedy and soph- 
omore tight ends Nehemiah Hicks and Hutson Prioleau. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Sherman, a former offensive line coach, placed a major emphasis 
on upgrading the talent and depth along the offensive front as soon as he arrived at A&M 
prior to the 2008 season. That focus is paying major dividends. One of the primary rea- 


RYAN TANNEHILL 


Fuller, Tannehill: Chris Covatta 


2007 2008 2009 


ATHLON SPORTS 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 8 Jeff Fuller (Sr.) 


WR 7 Uzoma Nwachukwu (Jr.) 


WR 25 Ryan Swope (Jr.)_ 

LT 76 Luke Joeckel (So.) 
1G 71 Brian Thomas (Jt) _ 
C _ 61 Patrick Lewis (jr) 
RG 77 Shep Klnke (S0.) 
RI__75 Jake Matthews (S0.) 
TE 87 Nehemiah Hicks (So.) 
QB 17 Ryan Tannehill (St.) 
TB 32 Cyrus Gray (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (9) 
DE 92 Jonathan Mathis (Sr.) 
DT _ 19 Eddie Brown (Sr) 


DE 83 Tony Jerod-Eddie (Sr.) 


Joker 47 Caleb Russell (jr.) 

ILB_ 11 Jonathan Stewart (jr.) 
ILB_ 8 Garrick Williams (St.) 
OLB 10 Sean Porter (jr.) 

(B 7 Terrence Frederick (Sr.) 
CB 5 Coryell Judie (Sr.)_ 

SS 2 Steven Campbell (Jr.) 
FS 1 Trent Hunter (Sr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 28 Randy Bullock (Sr) 
Pp Orew Kaser (Fr.) 


GARRICK WILLIAMS 


9 Nate Askew (So.) 


__ 4 Brandal Jackson (Jr.) 


5 Kenric McNeal (Jr.) 

63 Cedric Ogbuehi (Fr.) 

51 Jarvis Harrison (Fr.)_ 

74 Danny Baker (Sr.) 

65 Evan ike (Sr) 
73 Rhontae Scales (So.) 


80 Hutson Prioleau (So.) 
3 Jameill Showers (Fr.) 
33 Christine Michael (Jr.) 


90 Ben Bass (Sr.) 


~ LaMarc Strahan (So) 


99 Spencer Nealy (jr) 


94 Damontre Moore (So.) 
18 Kyle Mangan (Jt) 
36 Donnie Baggs (Ft) 
9 Charlie Thomas (So.) 
3 Lionel Smith (Sr.) 
22 Dustin Harris ({r.) 


25 Clay Honeycutt (Ft) 


21 Steven Terrell (Jr.) 


KR 5 Coryell Judie (Sr.) 
PR 5 Kenic McNeal (Jr.) 
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sons for A&M's second-half surge last season 
was the development of tackles Jake Matthews 
and Luke Joeckel. While they looked like true 
freshmen early last season, they began flashing 
their future All-America potential as the season 
progressed. Senior Evan Eike also is an excep- 
tional blocker whose injury opened the door 
for Matthews to start. Talented guard Patrick 
Lewis has moved to center, where he'll be 
flanked by Brian Thomas and Shep Klinke on 
a potentially dominant offensive front. Danny 
Baker and a couple of redshirt freshmen make 
this the deepest unit A&M has unveiled since 
possibly the SWC days. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Replacing pass-rushing 
phenomenon Von Miller, the Aggies’ first top- 
10 NFL Draft pick since Sam Adams in 1994, 
may be impossible. Sophomore Damontre 
Moore was Miller's backup last season at Joker, 
a hybrid defensive end/outside linebacker spot. 
As Miller's backup, Moore earned some Fresh- 
man All-America honors and produced 40 
tackles, including 5.5 sacks. He also forced a 
team-high three fumbles. But Caleb Russell, a 
hard-hitting former walk-on, emerged as one 
of the stars of the spring.. He will challenge 
Moore for that starting role. “Caleb had a great 
spring rushing the quarterback, and he is a 
unique athlete,” Sherman says. “He is not in 
Von's category, but he is very similar to Von in 
that he is very explosive. He is a very powerful 
kid. There will be competition in the fall camp, 
but I really like what Caleb did in the spring.” 
Despite the loss of Lucas Patterson, the rest of 
the defensive front should be solid. Tony 
Jerod-Eddie and Jonathan Mathis man the 
ends, and tackle Eddie Brown returns to an- 
chor a line that helped A&M finish tied for 
fourth in the Big 12 with 30 sacks. Spencer 
Nealy auditioned at tight end during the 
spring but will likely return to a backup role 
at end. Junior college transfer LaMarc Strahan 
could also play a major role in A&¢M’s run- 
stopping plans. At 6'4", 365, Strahan can cre- 
ate quite a logjam in the middle. 


LINEBACKERS Another big hole was created 
with the departure of inside linebacker 
Michael Hodges, the quarterback of the de- 
fense. Garrick Williams (112 tackles last sea- 
son) should have a big senior season and could 
fill Hodges’ leadership role. Sean Porter is also 
a proven, versatile performer. But the Aggies 
really need a few unproven linebackers to 
emerge — Jonathan Stewart, Charlie Thomas, 
Kyle Mangan and Donnie Baggs are the can- 
didates — in order for the defense to continue 
to evolve. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS While A&M 

ranked first in the Big 12 last season in 

rushing defense, the Aggies were only 
eighth against the pass, allowing 234.2 
yards per game. A&M should be improved, as 
every one of the two-deep members from the 
end of last season returns, including senior cor- 
nerback Coryell Judie, who may prove to be 
the best man-to-man coverage corner at A&M 
since Sammy Davis departed A&M in ’02. Fel- 


KEY AGGIES 


Jeff Fuller, WR First A&M receiver in school his- 
tory to surpass 1,000 yards in a single season 


will leave Aggieland with virtually every receiv- 


ing record. 


Ryan Tannehill, QB Emerged last year as a 
tremendous leader, beginning his career as a 
starting quarterback with a 5-0 record. 


Cyrus Gray, RB Beginning with the Kansas game 
last year, took A&M's offense to an entirely new 


level by rushing for 100 yards in seven consec- 


utive games. 


Coryell Judie, CB/KR Explosive playmaker who 


can take an opposing receiver out of the game 


or break open a game by taking a kickoff back 


for a touchdown. 


Gartick Williams, ILB Leading returning tackler 
on the team will provide much-needed leader- 
ship to the defense without Michael Hodges 


and Von Miller. 


KEY LOSSES 


CYRUS GRAY 


Von Miller, OLB/DE Probably the most popular 


and important A&M defender since Dat Nguyen. 
Michael Hodges, ILB Enjoyed a sensational sen- 


ior season as the vocal leader of the defense. 
Matt Allen, C Provided a valuable leadership 


role for a young offensive line. 


Lucas Patterson, DE Consistency played a large 
role in the Aggies’ defensive revival last year. 
Terrence McCoy, WR Solid performer who also 


was a special teams captain. 


RISING STAR 


LaMarc Strahan 
recorded only 22 
tackles and two 
sacks last year at 
Blinn (Texas) Col- 
lege. But the num- 
bers that appeal 
most to A&M's de- 
fensive coaches are 
his height (6'4") and 
weight (365 
pounds), which 


make him the perfect size to be a prototypical 


run-stuffing nose guard in the 3-4. 


Williams, Gray, Swope: Chris Covatta 


Alm 2011 TEXAS A&M ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 9-4, 6-2 (BIG 12) 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN I/WE HOMETOWN Sept. 4 Stephen F Austin W 48-7 
16 Joeckel, Matt 6-4/227 Ft. Arlington, 1X 64 Barrera, Stephen 6-5/290 So. Clear Lake, 1X Sept. 11 Louisiana Tech W 48-16 
15. Manziel, Johnny 61/180 Ft. Kerrville, TX 90 Bass, Ben 65/280 St. Plano, 1X Sept. 18 FIU W 27-20 
18 O'Quinn, Patrick 62/208 So. College Station, TX 19 ‘Brown Jr,, Eddie 6-0/295 St. Waller, 1x Sept. 30 at Oklahoma State L 35-38 
3 Showers, Jameill 6-1/220 Fr. Killeen, 1X 42 Ennis, Kirby 6-4/280 So. Huntsville, x Oct 9 %vs. Arkansas L 17-24 
17 Tannehill, Ryan 64/219 St Big Spring, 1x 49 Jackson, Brandon 64/252 Ft Shreveport, LA Ncote 
’ 4 83 Jerod-Eddie, Tony 6-5/300 Sr. DeSoto, TX Oct. 16 Missouri L 9-30 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN 9? Mathis, Jonathan 62/285 St. Houston, IX Oct. 23. at Kansas W 45-10 
37 Graham, Garrett 510/208 Ft. Mansfield, TX 94 Moore, Damontre 6-4/248 So. Rowlett, IX Oct. 30 Texas Tech Wo 4527 
32 Gray, Cyrus 510/198 Sr. DeSoto, IX 99 Nealy, Spencer 65/272 jr. San Antonio, TX : oe ret 
27 Jones, Mister 62/210 Fh Littleton, CO. 89. Robinson, Ivan 63/270 So. Longville, LA Nov. 6 Oklahoma W 33-19 
42 Jones-Campbell, Byron 5-8/191 jf. Houston, TX 47 Russell, Caleb 6-2/231 I Midlothian, TX Nov. 13 at Baylor W 42-30 
z arta is : bale ~ a caps 72 Stansbury, Gavin 6-4/260 Ft. Franklin, LA Nov. 20 Nebraska W 9- 6 
ichael, Christine : f ‘aumont, LINEBACKERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN T B 
34 oliver, ay 510/205. Mansfield, 43 Aterbum, Aan «62/233 Jc Rockwall Xk 25 BRS seat 
44 Wolridge, Andrew 6-1/275 Jr. Lexington, TX 39 Felder, Damani 6-0/229 Ft. Bryan, TX Jan. pated 
me mm co em cee, oe eee) 
82 Adame, David 6-1/210 Jr. Mission, TX : . d 
4 a 18 Mangan, Kyle 6-2/230 If. Brenham, TX 
9 ci io 6-4/223 = Seneca 2B Paters, niente ae - Dallas, TX 2010 RANKINGS 
are pis hdl is Kinney, TX 40 Porter, Sean 62/220 Jf Schertz, TX Offense Per Game Big 12_ National 
14 Furtch, Keon 62/210 ff Paris, TK 46 Russell, Jake 62/225 Ft. Sulphur Springs, TX Scoring 31.2ppg 5M 
86 Gardner, Seth 6-4/209 Jf. Dallas, TX 14 Stewart, Jonathan 6-4/235 ft. Shreveport, LA Bush 165.0 Sy ay 
4 Jackson, Brandal 61/182 ft Navasota, IX 9 Thomas, Chatlie 61/212 So. Beaumont, TX esting  ypg 6 
84 Kennedy, Malcome 6-0/195 Fr. Cayuga, 48. Weaver, Andrew 62/242 So, Waco, TX Passing -276.9ypg «= 5 20 
88 Lamascus, Gaston 5-6/184 So. Navasota, IX 8 Williams, Garrick 62/234 SF. DeSoto, IX Total 441.9 ypg 5 23 
5 McNeal, Kenric 61/180 I. Spring, TX EFENSIVE BACKS HT a HOMETOWN : - 
7 Nwachukwu, Uzoma «60/194. Allen, "> campbell, Steven ae Ic Houston, X ore aR _ wae 
24 Randle, Taylor 6-0/190 Sr, Richmond, TX 29 Cheatham, Blane 511/185 I Aledo, IX com ~? PPg 
25. Swope, Ryan 6-0/204 Jt Austin, TX 13. Fierro, Ace 62/192 Fi. Smithville, 1 Rushing —'130.2ypg «130 
83 Walker, Michael 6-0/200 So. Austin, TX 30. Franklin, Johntel 62/200 jr. Milwaukee, WI Passing 234.2 ypg = 8 89 
85 Williams, LeKendrick 58/170 Fi. Sharpstown, IX 7 pied Leal 510/184 St, Waly, XK Total 364.3 ypg 5 55 
6 Gardiner, Desmon 5-10/190 So. Port Arthur, 1X . . . 
TST AOS HI/WT GL HOMETOWN, > ris, Dustin oye I Caan TOMargin _ PerGame Big 12_National 
13 Dorman, Tommy 62/237 Jt. North Richland Hills, X35 Honeycutt, Clay 62/200 Fr Dickinson, TK 5 -038 10 80 
41 Fields, Connor 63/228 Fr. Arlington, TX "> Hunter, Trent 510/190 St Katy, TX 
87. Hicks, Nehemiah 6-4/248 So. Hutto, IX 4 Hurd Jr, Toney 5-9/190 So. Missouri City, TX 2010 
19 Lamothe, Michael 63/231 J. New Iberia, LA 27 Jones, C,. 61/186 $0. Houston, 1X 
80 Prioleau, Hutson 6-4/251 So. Fort Worth, IX 27 Jones, (| 61/193 ft Houston, X | INDIVIDUAL STATS 
45 Sherman, Matt 61/209 jt. Houston, TX 5 Judie, Coryell 511/188 St. Marlin, TK | 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 15 Labhart, Travis 5-9/173 Je Dallas, IX PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
37 Osadebey, Michael 6-1/198 So. Houston, TX Jerrod Johnson 279 158 1,947 14 9 
74 Baker, Danny 65/306 = Sr. Sugar Land, TX 34) pablisok. Oeenaa 510/188 Waco TX ' 
55. Dube, Chase 61/290 So. Lexington, 1K 73 eel 6-0/190 Ie Homan Tk Ryan Tannehill 234 152 1,638 13 6 
65. Eike, Evan 6-4/304 Sr. Bryan, TX Snes é . “te 
78 Gramling, Garrett 6-6/325 Fi. Denton, TX uy ene: St re yee | RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
51 Harrison, Jarvis 6-4/330 Fr. Navasota, TX 38 Thigpen, Kalten 61/217 5. Hondo, 1X Cyrus Gray 200 1,133 5.7 12 
62 te et oe iw peabee 33 Thompson, DeAndre 61/187. Alief, 1 Christine Michael 126 631 5.0 4 
Wt aphs Oe ington,  speciauists a/WT HOMETOWN ‘Jerrod Johnson 79 146 «18 2 
77 Kinke, Shep 67/22 So. a 95 Bredthauer, Ben (LS) 6-4/257 ft. Houston, TX 
61. Lewis, Patrick le Ns Laplace, LA 8 Bullock, Randy (K) 59/205 St Klein, IX | RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
ea wiaalist Se gh _ Houston, Tk 48 Epperson, Ryan(P) = 62/191 Kelle, X —jeffFuller §= 721,066 14.8 12 
75 Matthews, Jake 65/295 So. Missouri City, TX 59 Freeman, Alex (IS) 61/236 Fi. Austin, XK | 
63 Ogbuehi, Cedric 65/275. Allen, TX 49 Gilliam, Ross (K) 6-6/195 Fe Owensboro, KY | Baers paizee Sle 
73 Scales, Rhontae 6-6/317 So. Killeen, TX 39. Jaroszewski, Jared (P) 6-2/208 Sr. Sequin, IX  UzomaNwachukwu36 407 11.3 4 
71 Thomas, Brian 63/303 Jt Pearland, IX 53 Ortega, Justin (1S) 510/235 Fr. San Antonio, X | Cyrus Gray 34251741 
67 Villavisencio, Joseph 6-4/308 Sr. Jacksonville, TX 31. Serres, Kyle (K) 62/200 So Spring, X y 
59 Woodum, Allen 63/290 Jf. Conroe, IX 26 Wood, Ken (P) 510/191 St spokane, WA | «Kenic McNeal 23,202,882 
' KICKING: Randy Bullock, 16-21 FGs, 50-50 
XPs, 98 points 
TACKLES: Michael Hodges, 115; 
Garrick Williams, 112 
SACKS: Von Miller, 10.5; 
Damontre Moore, 5.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Two players tied with 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


ul | sd BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 


at = : | Ryan Tanneill, QB 
; f " TOP TARGET 

J Jeff Fuller, WR 
f BULK CARRIER 
Cyrus Gray, RB 
HEALTHY AGAIN 
Christine Michael, RB 

. " | STOCK RISING 

RYAN SWOPE | Ryan Swope, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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HEAD COACH: Mike Sherman 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 19-19 (3 years) 
CAREER RECORD: 19-19 (3 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Sherman 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim DeRuyter 
LOCATION: College Station, Texas 
STADIUM; Kyle Field (83,002) 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


low senior cornerback Terrence Frederick also possesses lock- 
down skills, while senior free safety Trent Hunter is the 
group’s vocal leader. Playmaker Dustin Harris tied for the 
team lead with four interceptions. 


SPECIALISTS Perhaps the best illustration of how far the 
Aggies have come since Sherman arrived in ’08 is the fol- 
lowing: Back then, punter Justin Brantly was the lone legit- 
imate all-conference candidate; now, punter is the one big 
question mark. A&M finished last in the Big 12 last season in net punting with a 34.0-yard average. 
A&M attempted to address that issue by going to Ohio in February to sign freshman Drew Kaser, 
who will compete with Ryan Epperson for the job. Elsewhere, the special teams appear to be in excel- 
lent shape. Placekicker Randy Bullock hit 76.2 of his field goal attempts last-year, and he has con- 
nected on a school-record 120 consecutive extra points. And Judie could be an even better return 
specialist than a cornerback. He returned kickoffs for touchdowns last year against Baylor and Okla- 
homa and nearly went the distance on the opening kickoff of the Cotton Bowl. McNeal ranked among 
the top two punt returners in the Big 12 last season. 


LONE STAR KINGS Texas A&M took a major 
step toward reclaiming supremacy — or at least 
upper-echelon status — within its home state 
last year by beating Texas Tech, Baylor and 
Texas in the same season for the first time 
since the formation of the Big 12. For that mat- 
ter, AGM has bragging rights on every football- 
playing school in the state. A&M's winning 
streaks over the other Texas schools range from 
a high of 24 over TCU (1973-1995, 2001) down 
to a one-game “streak” over Texas. 


DEFENSIVE ENCORE One of the storylines of 
2010 was the new energy and improved results 
of A&M's defense with the addition of four new 
coaches — Tim DeRuyter (defensive coordina- 
tor), Terrell Williams (defensive line), Nick Toth 
(outside linebackers) and Dat Nguyen (inside 
linebackers). After ranking 114th nationally in 
total defense in 2008 and 105th in ‘09, ASM 
took a major step toward respectability in 
2010, ranking 55th. “Now, the challenge is to 
continue that improvement,” says Nguyen, also 
the leading tackler in A&M history. 


KEEP AN EYE ON... Caleb Russell is a heady, 
hard-hitting former walk-on who could figure 
prominently at the Joker position. With the 
youth of Damontre Moore, Russell could pro- 
vide valuable playing time at the position. Rus- 
sell, a junior and former 12th Man Kickoff Team 
member, was already well-respected by his 
teammates before the Baylor game last year. 
But he earned an esteemed position in the 
locker room when he decided to go ahead and 
play that night even though he had learned 
that his grandmother, 70-year-old Phyllis 
Horstmann, had been killed in an automobile 
accident earlier in the day. 


SENSATIONAL CYRUS Prior to the Kansas 
game — A&M's seventh of the 2010 season — 
backup tailback Cyrus Gray approached Mike 
Sherman and told the coach he could do more. 
“He said he wanted to help us win,” Sherman 
says. “I said, ‘You are helping us win.’ But he 
still wanted to do more. | said, ‘OK, let’s go 
through this week in practice, and at the end of 
the week we will determine who starts.’ At the 
end of the week | told Cyrus that he could 
start.” He proceeded to rush for 100 yards in 
that game and every other one the rest of the 
year. His streak of seven straight 100-yard rush- 
ing games, which he carries into this year, is 
the most since 1988 when A&M‘ all-time lead- 
ing rusher, Darren Lewis, had 10 straight. 


MIZZOU, ROUND II Because of the departure 


SCOUTING THE AGGIES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS A&M “Quarterback Ryan Tannehill is an excellent player. Running back Cyrus 
Gray also is a very nice player, and the fact wide receiver Jeff Fuller opted not to turn pro is huge for them. 
You could argue they have the three best skill players in the league — certainly the three best returning skill 


players. They also get (running back) Christine Michael back from injury. ... They had a nice season last year. 
About halfway through the year, they were starting to let it slip away, but they regrouped and finished strong. 
... | don’t think they've got enough firepower to unseat Oklahoma, but | wouldn’t be surprised if they followed 
up last year’s (Big 12 South co-championship) with a runner-up finish this season. ... What Tim DeRuyter ac- 
complished last season in his first year as defensive coordinator was very impressive. The defense did a 180 
with him in charge. They ran multiple fronts and gave you different looks. It fits in pretty well against what we 
see on offense in this league. They do have to find replacements for stud linebackers Von Miller and Michael 
Hodges, but | think they'll continue their improvement from last season. ... That was a big year for Mike (Sher- 
man). There was talk about his future, but they got it done. They were really, really good down the stretch. ... 
Tannehill was very good at quarterback, but they’ve had some quarterbacks not play well as seniors, for what- 
ever reason. They need him to play well, obviously.” 
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of Nebraska and Colorado from the league, 
schedule-makers in the Big 12 were required to 
shake things up, as each member of the confer- 
ence will now face every other team each year. 
In a twist of good fortune for the Aggies, Mis- 
souri must come to College Station (on Oct. 29) 
for a second consecutive year, which will give 
the Aggies an opportunity to gain a measure of 
revenge. Last October, Missouri crushed A&M, 
30-9, in what was easily the Aggies’ ugliest 
fegular-season game. 


Chris Covatta 


2011 TEXAS A&M SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


When A&M coach Mike Sherman held his Signing Day press conference in 
the afternoon on Feb. 2, he said he was quite pleased with the class of 21 
players, but he vowed to keep pressing forward to ensure that the Aggies’ 
talent continued to increase in the future. He only had to wait a matter of 
hours, as opposed to another 12 months, to upgrade the talent. Highly 
touted defensive back Floyd Raven of Kenner, La., signed later in the day, 
choosing A&M over Ole Miss and giving Sherman a solid class of 22, which 
features a few marquee players and a bevy of solid ones. 

Raven, along with quarterback Johnny Manziel, linebacker Brandon Alexan- 
der and offensive lineman Joseph Cheek, were the headliners. Manziel is a 
prolific passer who tossed 64 touchdowns over his last two high school sea- 
sons, but Sherman says he is such an outstanding athlete that Manziel may 
initially make it onto the field at receiver, just as Ryan Tannehill did. 

The class also includes potential instant-impact junior college transfers, 
such as defensive tackle LaMarc Strahan, defensive back Johntel Franklin and 
linebacker Steven Jenkins. Franklin and Jenkins went through spring drills 
with A&M, as did freshman linebacker Donnie Baggs, Manziel and Cheek. 

Cheek is an extremely athletic 6'7" offensive tackle who arrived at A&M 
as an early high school graduate weighing 271 pounds. The hope is he can 
put on pounds as effectively as his father, Louis, once did. Louis Cheek added 
almost 50 pounds in his first year at A&M and started for four years. 

A&M went to great lengths, literally, to address special team concerns. The 
Aggies landed placekicker Taylor Bertolet from Reading, Pa., and signed 
punter Drew Kaser from Strongsville, Ohio. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON... 


BRANDON ALEXANDER ¢ LB * BRENHAM, TX 

In perhaps the best indication that Texas A&M's recruiting efforts are mov- 
ing in the right direction and the Aggies are finally winning some battles over 
the heavyweights in the region, outside linebacker Brandon Alexander of 
nearby Brenham chose A&M over Oklahoma and Texas. 

The 6'6", 240-pound Alexander moved to Brenham from Opelousas, La., 
prior to his senior year in high school, and he’s only played two total years 
of football. So, he was initially way under the radar. 

But as soon as he suited up in pads, the Brenham coaches knew they had 
something special. Not long afterward, so did the A&M coaches. 

“The first day he put his pads on was really the first time we saw his abil- 
ity,” Brenham coach Glen West says. “When we saw him get in his stance 
and saw the flexibility in his hips and ankles and the explosiveness he pos- 
sesses ... You put that alongside how competitive he is, and it took us about 
two plays to see that he was someone extremely special. We talked to ASM 
right after his first game, and the coaches offered him right after the first 
game.” 

Many other coaches from other schools followed suit in recruiting Alexan- 
der, but the exceptionally athletic playmaker ultimately settled on ASM. 

“Early on, he started going to Kyle Field because of the proximity from 
Brenham to College Station,” West says. “| know the Nebraska-A&M game 
played a major role in his decision. The atmosphere and the crowd that night 
are probably why Brandon Alexander is at Texas ASM.” 


BRANDON ALEXANDER 1B 6'6"= = s-240 BRENHAM, TX 
Named first-team All-District 17 Class 4A as a senior. Recorded 59 tackles, five 
sacks and one forced fumble in ‘10. 


DONNIE BAGGS 1B 61" 205 LEAGUE CITY, TX 
Ranked No. 26 inside linebacker in the nation and No. 67 prospect in Texas by 
Rivals. Named first-team All-District 24 Class 5A as a senior. Recorded 101 tack- 
les, seven sacks, four forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries in ‘09. 
TAYLOR BERTOLET K 5'9" 165 READING, PA 
Ranked No. 1 kicker in the nation by Rivals. Made game-winning FG in Under 
Armour All-American Game. Made 4-of-6 FGs as a senior. 

DEVONTA BURNS § 6'0" 200 ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 21 safety in the country by Scout and No. 84 prospect in Texas by 
Rivals. Recorded 102 tackles, three sacks and two INTs in '10. 


JOSEPH CHEEK OT RP". aT SEGUIN, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 21 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 28 
prospect in Texas by Rivals. Named first-team Class 5A All-Area by the San An- 
tonio Express-News. Allowed zero sacks as a senior. 

BEN COMPTON oT 64" 310 FRIENDSWOOD, TX 
Named first-team Class 4A All-State by the AP and second-team All-Greater Hous- 
ton by the Houston Chronicle. Allowed one sack in 293 pass attempts as senior. 


MIKE EVANS WR s6'5" 180 GALVESTON, TX 
Recorded 25 catches for 648 yards and seven TDs as a senior. 
DESHAZOR EVERETT S$) 460" 170 DERIDDER, LA 


Ranked No. 32 prospect in Louisiana and No. 52 safety in the nation by Rivals. 
Recorded 130 tackles and three sacks; rushed for 618 yards and seven TDs in ‘10. 


JOHNTEL FRANKLIN Sez" 200 MILWAUKEE, WI 
Victory Valley (Calif.) CC transfer. Recorded 31 tackles and five INTs in 10. 
NATHAN GUTEKUNST oT = 6'6" = 290 HUMBLE, TX 
Ranked No. 36 offensive tackle in the country by Scout. 

SHAYVION HATTEN DE 6'4" 250 DAINGERFIELD, TX 


Ranked No. 40 offensive tackle in the nation and No. 75 prospect in Texas by Ri- 
vals. Recorded 59 tackles, two sacks and one fumble recovery as a senior. 
STEVEN JENKINS LB 628) 205 PENSACOLA, FL 
Coffeyville (Kan.) CC transfer. Ranked No. 20 JUCO prospect in nation by Super- 
Prep. Had 91 tackles, six sacks and one defensive TD in ‘10. 


DREW KASER PF 6st *210 STRONGSVILLE, OH 
Ranked No. 4 punter by Kohl's Specialty Camps and No. 9 kicker by ESPN.com. 
JOHNNY MANZIEL QB 6" = 180 KERRVILLE, TX 


Ranked No. 14 dual-threat quarterback in the nation, No. 45 prospect in Texas 
by Rivals and No. 22 quarterback in the country by Scout. Named San Antonio 
Area Offensive Player of the Year by the San Antonio Express-News. Passed for 
3,609 yards, 45 TDs and five INTs, rushed for 1,674 yards and 30 TDs as senior. 
HOWARD MATTHEWS Shy 76H". "3200 LEAGUE CITY, TX 
Ranked No. 16 safety in the country and No. 35 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
Named second-team Class 5A All-State by the AP and first-team All-Greater Hous- 
ton by the Houston Chronicle. Rushed for 1,003 yards, 11 TDs in ‘10. 

CHANCE NELSON WR = 5'10" = 170 BAYTOWN, TX 
Rushed for 1,111 yards and 16 TDs, passed for 919 yards and 10 TDs as senior. 
WILL RANDOLPH RB S99") 475 COPPERAS COVE, TX 
Rushed for 1,117 yards and 19 TDs, had two return TDs in ‘10. 

FLOYD RAVEN DB 6'2" 180 KENNER, LA 
Ranked No. 8 prospect in Louisiana and No. 12 cornerback in the country by Ri- 
vals, No. 25 defensive back in the nation by Athlon Sports. 


LAMARC STRAHAN DT = 6'4" 365 HUMBLE, TX 
Blinn (Texas) College transfer. Named second-team All-American by the SWJCFC. 
TYRELL TAYLOR 1B 64" 205 HOUSTON, TX 


Named District 19 Class 4A Defensive co-MVP. Recorded 65 tackles, 12 sacks, 
three forced fumbles and one blocked punt returned for a TD in ‘10; 70 tackles, 
nine sacks, two forced fumbles and one blocked punt returned for a TD in ‘09. 
SHAUN WARD 1B! O'2"" 25 FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
Ranked No. 23 outside linebacker in the nation, No. 55 prospect in Florida by Ri- 
vals. Recorded 86 tackles and nine sacks as senior. 

DARZIL WASHINGTON LB 6'3" 226 EDGARD, LA 
Recorded 123 tackles, 14 sacks, five forced fumbles and three INTs, with two re- 
turned for TDs, as a senior. Named first-team All-St. John Parish in ‘10. 
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Great 


Expectations 


“The goal is to win every game.” 
— Texas A&M Quarterback Ryan Tannehill 


by Brett McMurphy 
ike Sherman's first season in Col- 
lege Station began with an 18-14 
home loss to Arkansas State. 
Then things got really bad. 


The Aggies finished Sherman's debut 2008 
season at 4—8, their worst mark since 2003. 
They lost five home games that year, the most 
in a season in Texas A&M's storied football his- 
tory that dates back to 1894. 

Sherman arrived at Texas A&M from the 
NFL, but Not For Long seemed to sum up his 
future in College Station. In November 2008, 
Texas A&M athletic director Bill Byrne tried 
to cool off Sherman's smoldering hot seat by is- 
suing a statement in support of his first-year 
coach. 

“Every hire is different, but the one consis- 
tent thing is we have had the patience to give 
our coaches and athletes the time to get bet- 
ter,” Byrne said. “Mike didn’t inherit lottery 
picks, or even a large number of all-conference 
players, and yet no one has ever heard him 
make an excuse other than to say he should 
have coached better and worked harder. He 
points fingers only at himself. 

“While not fair to him, I applaud that be- 
cause it shows just what type of man he is. I be- 
lieve in Mike Sherman.” 

Less than 48 hours after Byrne’s show of sup- 
port for Sherman, the Aggies were pounded by 
Texas 49-9, 

Sherman's second season was somewhat bet- 
ter — it couldn’t have been much worse, right? 
The Aggies started 5-3. However, A&M stag- 
gered down the stretch, losing four of its last 
five games. The Aggies barely got bowl-eligible 
only to lose to Georgia 44—20 in the Inde- 
pendence Bowl. 

Last season, the Aggies began the year by 
feasting on three cupcakes (Stephen EF. Austin, 
Louisiana Tech and Florida International), but 
then promptly lost their next three games to 
Oklahoma State, Arkansas and Missouri. 

Following the Oklahoma State loss — in 
which the Aggies blew a 21-7 lead, then ral- 
lied from a fourth quarter 14-point deficit only 
to lose on a last-second field goal — Thayer 
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Evans of FoxSports.com wrote of Sherman: 
“He's just not the right coach for Texas A&M.” 

Evans wasn‘ the only one thinking that two 
weeks later after the Aggies were routed at 
home by Missouri 30-9. A 3-0 start had 
quickly turned into 3-3 as Sherman’s three- 
year record dipped to 13-18. 

Sherman, who sends a weekly letter to the 
state’s high school coaches, addressed his con- 
cerns during the three-game losing streak. 

“T am by nature a very analytical and critical 
person,” Sherman wrote. “I am very hard on 
myself and the mistakes we make. I have to be 
positive and not beat our team down. I have to 
stay positive with them — not easy to do when 
things are not going your way. I do believe a 
coach can bury his team if he is not careful in 
these situations. That is my challenge.” 

Sherman met the challenge. The Aggies 
stopped their three-game skid with a 45-10 
win at Kansas on Oct. 23. In the contest, sen- 
ior quarterback Jerrod Johnson, the Big 12’s 
preseason Player of the Year, was benched in 
the second quarter. Ryan Tannehill, who had 
played mostly wide receiver his first three sea- 
sons and attempted only 13 career passes, took 
over. 

And the Aggies took off. 

The following week against Texas Tech, Tan- 
nehill made his first career start and threw for 
a school-record 449 yards and four touch- 
downs in a 45-27 victory. 

With Tannehill at quarterback, the Aggies 
didn’t fold in the second half of the season like 
the previous two years. They finished strong. 

Texas A&M closed the regular season with 
six consecutive victories, including upsets of 
nationally ranked Oklahoma and Nebraska 
along with a huge Thanksgiving Day win at 
rival Texas. The Aggies ended up with a share 
of the Big 12 South title and a trip to the Cor- 
ton Bowl. 

Although the Aggies lost to LSU in the Cor- 
ton Bowl, Sherman had finally turned the cor- 
ner. No more second guessing. The hot seat has 
cooled. But now there’s a different feeling in 
College Station — huge expectations. 


“We started from scratch in 


January in building our 
foundation for the 2011 team. 
This team will be identified by 

what it does this year, not last 
season. There are no shortcuts.” 


— Texas A&M 
head coach Mike Sherman 


The Aggies return nine offensive starters, in- 
cluding three of the nation’s top skill players, 
and nine defensive starters. 

“In spite of the positive steps we took last 
year as a team, I believe each year is a new year,” 
Sherman says. “For me, it’s starting over with a 
new team ... different chemistry, talent and ex- 
pectations. We gained some valuable experi- 
ence and confidence in winning some big 


Photos by Chris Covatta 


games in 2010. I do believe that mindset will 
be something to build upon. I do not believe, 
however, you can take anything for granted.” 

When Sherman returned to Texas A&M 
after spending the previous 11 years in the 
NEL with Green Bay, Seattle and Houston, it 
took a while for him to get readjusted to the 
college game. He had coached as an assistant 
in the college ranks from 1981-96 at five 
schools, including as offensive line coach with 
Texas A&M from 1989-93 and 1995-96. Sher- 
man thought his college coaching experience 
as an assistant would make for a smooth tran- 
sition from the NEL sidelines to head coach at 
Texas A&M. 

He was wrong. 

He admitted he initially wore down his play- 
ers. But he made adjustments, shortening his 
practice and meeting schedules, and tweaked 
other things. He even tried some different mo- 
tivational tactics, such as showing his team ex- 
cerpts from the movie Miracle on Ice before last 
year’s upset of Oklahoma. 

Texas A&M's red-hot finish in 2010 now has 
the Aggies with a whole different perspective 


entering the 2011 season. 

“The goal is to win every game,” says Tan- 
nehill, who threw for 1,638 yards and 13 
touchdowns last season. “We have a great team 
coming back, and we're just trying to get bet- 
ter every day. We have our goal set on a Big 12 
championship, and when we break it out every 
day we say: “Big 12 champs’ and we really mean 
it. 

Part of Tannehill’s optimism is based on the 
return of wide receiver Jeff Fuller, who consid- 
ered leaving early for the NFL. Fuller had 72 
receptions for 1,066 yards and 12 touchdowns 
last year. 

“They (my teammates) were all definitely ex- 
cited,” Fuller says. “I definitely couldn't wait to 
tell them (my decision). It's welcoming to be a 
part of a great team, a family atmosphere. I feel 
like I made the right decision.” 

Tannehill says every day he would try to say 
something to Fuller or send him a text message 
about returning. 

With Tannehill, Fuller and running back 
Cyrus Gray, the Aggies’ first 1,000-yard rusher 
in eight seasons with 1,133 yards last year, the 


Aggies will have three of the more formidable 
offensive players in the country. 

But it all starts with Tannehill. 

“He’s definitely stepping up as a leader, get- 
ting the younger guys in check,” Fuller says. 
“Tannehill came in and led us in a great way 
and we came out with a few Ws with him. We 
just want to continue to get better and build 
on what we did last year.” 

But will the Aggies be able to keep the mo- 
mentum going? They will find out soon 
enough, with early season games against Okla- 
homa State and Arkansas. If successful, the 
schedule sets up nicely — they could be 8-0 
when they visit Oklahoma in a game that 
would have not only Big 12, but also national 
title implications. 

Sherman says he is reminding his team that 
last year’s accomplishments do not guarantee 
success this fall. 

“We started from scratch in January in build- 
ing our foundation for the 2011 team,” Sher- 
man says. “This team will be identified by what 
it does this year, not last season. There are no 
shortcuts.” 
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ommy Tuberville is still in the process of putting his stamp on the Red Raider foot- 

ball program. While Tuberville’s methods differ greatly from predecessor Mike 

Leach’s, up to this point his results on the South Plains have been the same — an Sept. 3 Texas State 

eight-win team with a high-powered offense and a porous defense. That is not likely Sept. 17 at New Mexico 
to change in 2011, thanks largely to huge question marks on defense. The Red Raiders are Sept. 24 Nevada 


on their third defensive coordinator and defensive scheme in as many years. Former TCU Oct. 1 atKansas 
safeties coach Chad Glasgow brought the Horned Frogs’ extremely effective 4-2-5 scheme Oct. 8 Texas AGM 
at to Lubbock. Results were mixed during the spring, but that is probably to be ex- Oct. 15 Kansas State 

“We put the whole defense on in the first four days (of spring),” Glasgow says, “then Oct. 22 at Oklahoma 
went back the last 11 practices that we have had and kind of just went over things and Oct. 29 _ lowa State 
some things that we needed more work on.” Nov. 5 at Texas 

Even with a new starter at quarterback and key losses at receiver, the Red Raiders’ offense Nov. 12 Oklahoma State 
is expected to improve in its second year under coordinator Neal Brown. So, much like Nov. 19 at Missouri 
under Leach, Tech’s success in 2011 will likely hinge on the performance of its defense. Nov. 26 #Baylor 


#Arlington, TX 


en THE VERDICT 
PREDICTION 2011 PROJECTION: 7-5, 4-5 BIG 12 


The transition to Tommy Tuberville had a few rough spots, but the Red Raiders still finished 8-5 last 

year. Tuberville has done an excellent job recruiting, and the results will show in the future. The of- Ph 

fense remains dangerous, despite the departure of two senior quarterbacks. The switch to a 4-2-5 o 
scheme on defense should solve some of the secondary issues from last year, but the defensive y F 

line must be rebuilt. Texas Tech doesn’t look like a Big 12 contender, but another bowl appearance 

is very likely. POSTSEASON: HOLIDAY BOWL VS. ARIZONA STATE 


Last season, Tuberville and Brown inherited two veteran quarterbacks 
in Taylor Potts and Steven Sheffield who had started and won games in the Big 12. The 
two coaches don't have that luxury this season. Entering the 2011 campaign, the four schol- 
arship quarterbacks on Tech's roster — Seth Doege, Jacob Karam, Scotty Young and true 
freshman Michael Brewer — have attempted a combined 66 career passes. Doege, the fa- 
vorite to win the position, is a West Texas native who patiently waited his turn behind Gra- 
| ham Harrell and Potts and has three full seasons of practices and infrequent mop-up duty 
} under his belt. “Any experience is good experience,” Doege says. “Just coming out here and 
knowing what to expect. We want to play fast. We want our tempo to be great and, espe- 

cially because this is the second year (with Brown's offense), I’m a lot more confident in 

what I’m doing.” What he lacks relative to Potts in terms of size and arm strength, Doege 
' makes up for with accuracy, touch and mobility. Despite suffering injuries to both knees 

during high school, Doege is comfortable running designed quarterback keepers or scram- 
) bling when the pocket breaks down. 


No position group on Tech's roster, offense or defense, is deeper than 
_ running back. The Red Raiders did lose last season's starter, Baron Batch, to graduation | 
but return four scholarship players from their 2010 squad and added four more to the 
roster in their 2011 signing class. Eric Stephens, who rushed for 668 yards and six touch- 
downs as Batch’s backup last year, is expected to assume the full-time starter’s role. In 
Tech's 2010 finale against Northwestern in the TicketCity Bowl, with Batch sidelined 
with a calf injury for most of the game, Stephens rushed for a career-high 126 yards and 
one touchdown on 14 carries. His backup is expected to be Aaron Crawford, who has 
battled various injuries in each of the last three seasons. “He had surgery (for a) devi- 
ated septum over the Christmas holidays,” Tuberville says. “He was having a tough 
time breathing, and he’s a lot better there. Now he’s got to get in 100 percent shape. He 
couldn't go full speed but for four or five plays before the surgery; now he’s getting better.” 
Crawford is a more physical runner than Stephens, and will likely be featured along with 


ALEX TORRES 


true freshman Ronnie Daniels in short yardage situations. Texas Tech has been bowl-eligi- 
: . Z f é i ble for 18 straight seasons. 
The biggest offensive uncertainty is not who will step in for Potts at quarter- Only three FBS programs have 1 & 
back, but who will replaces receiver Lyle Leong and Detron Lewis. “The biggest question longer active bow!-eligibility 
was who was going to step up at the outside receiver position,” Brown says. “(Marcus) Ken- streaks — Florida State, Florida and Ohio State. 


nard and (Derek) Edwards have had some good plays and (Darrin) Moore has been a force.” 
Even with the positive steps they took in the spring, Tech’s outside receivers are extremely 
inexperienced. Edwards and Kennard are early enrollees from the Red Raiders’ 2011 sign- 
ing class — Edwards from high school and Kennard out of the Kansas junior college ranks 
— while Moore caught just 15 passes last season after transferring from Blinn (Texas) Col- 
lege. Tech returns several veterans at inside receiver, namely former freshman All-American 
Alex Torres, Cornelius Douglas and Austin Zouzalik. Torres, a sure-handed possession re- 
ceiver, battled a back injury a year ago but should be 100 percent in time for the opener. 


The burden of replacing so many skill players is lessened some- 
what by the fact the team returns all five starters up front. Tech's starting five — left tackle 
LaAdrian Waddle, left guard Lonnie Edwards, center Justin Keown, right guard Deveric 
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


STEPHENS | 
TEXAS TECH RB 


ts bie ® 
4g one 


lacs.) )/- a 


OFFENSE (6) 
X 18 Eric Ward (So.) 
H _6 Austin Zouzalik (Jr.) 


12 Marcus Kennard (Jr.) 
2 Cornelius Douglas (Jr.) 


Y 86 Alex Torres (jc). 


82 Adam James (St.) 


1 14 Dartin Moore (Jr) 


LT 65 LaAdrian Waddle (Jr.) 


68 Terty McDaniel (Jt.) 


11 Tramain Swindall (St.) 


LG 78 Lonnie Edwards (6r.) 
C___ 73 Justin Keown (Sr.) 


RG 66 Deveric Gallington a) 
RT 74 Mickey Okafor (Sr.) 


63 James Polk (Ft) 
62 David Neill (Sr.) 
68 Terry McDaniel (Jr.) 


72 Beau Carpenter (Fr.) 


QB 7 Seth Doege (Jr.) 


RB 24 Eric Stephens (Jr.) 
DEFENSE (5) 

LE —_Leon Mackey (Jr.) 
DT _ 91 Kerry Hyder (So.) 
NT 98 Donald Langley (Sr.) 


3 Jacob Karam (So.) 


32 Aaron Crawford (Sr.)_ 


43 Jackson Richards (Fr) 


Delvon Simmons (Fr.) 


47 Lawrence Rumph (Sr.) 


RE _54 Dartwan Bush (So.) 
SLB 42 Daniel Cobb (So.) 
MLB 41 Sam Fehoko (Sr.) 
(B 4 Derrick Mays (So.)_ 


94 Scott Smith (Sc) 
51 Cqulin Hubert (So.) al 
25 Blake Dees (Fr.) 


17 Jeremy Reynolds (F.) 


(B 5 Tre’ Porter (So.) 


7 21 Jarvis Phillips (So.) 


SS 1 Terrance Bullitt (S0.) 


FS 12 DJ. Johnson (jr.) 


__ 22 Jared Flannel (St.) 
__19 Giorgio Durham (Sr.) 


WS 16 Cody Davis (Jr.) 


30 Brett Dewhurst (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 49 Donnie Carona (Sr.) 
P 26 Ryan Erxleben (So.) 
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KR 24 Eric Stephens (Jr.) 


PR 6 Austin Zouzalik (Jr.) 
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Gallington and right tackle Mickey Okafor — 
started every game in 2010, but Brown has 
been quick to point out that they will all have 
to re-earn those positions. Waddle went down 
midway through the spring with a leg injury, 
which opened the door for Terry McDaniel to 
make a push. “He should see himself as a 
starter,” Brown says. “He should be able to beat 
one of those guys out. Just because they started 
every game last year doesn't mean they're going 
to start every game this year,” Gallington has 
struggled with consistency and is the most vul- 
nerable to losing his starting job, either to Mc- 
Daniel or redshirt freshman Beau Carpenter. 


‘Two big questions here: 
Who will replace four-year starter Colby Whit- 
lock at nose tackle, and who'll provide the pass 
rush? Unlike last year, the Red Raiders have 
depth at defensive end. Four players stand out 
— sophomore Dartwan Bush, solid as a true 
freshman; redshirt freshman Jackson Richards, 
a former blue-chip recruit; former junior col- 
lege transfer Scott Smith, who impressed last 
year before being suspended for the second half 
of the season; and highly touted junior college 
transfer Leon Mackey. Replacing Whitlock will 
be problematic. Tech does not return a single 
player who started more than three games at 
nose or defensive tackle. Donald Langley and 
Kerry Hyder look to be the favorites to start, 
but Lawrence Rumph, Pearlie Graves, fresh- 
man Delvon Simmons and junior college 
transfer Dennell Wesley will get looks as well. 
“Kerry Hyder continues to improve,” Tu- 
berville says. “With the depth we've got com- 
ing in, a couple of JC players, I think that’s 
going to help, not just inside, but outside.” 


» The move to a 4-2-5 base 
defense should mask the Red Raiders’ lack of 
depth at linebacker, by far the team’s thinnest 
position group. Sam Fehoko is back at line- 
backer for his senior season after spending 2010 
working as a hybrid defensive end. He is ex- 
pected to start alongside Daniel Cobb, who 
missed significant time last year due to an eye 
injury. The biggest surprise among the line- 
backing corps is true freshman Blake Dees. The 
lightly recruited Alabama native graduated 
from high school early and impressed during 
spring drills. “Blake Dees, we threw him in the 
mix. He's going to be a very good football 
player for us,” Tuberville says. “He's smart. He 
understands how to play defense.” Dees ended 
the spring in the two-deep, so he'll likely play as 
a true freshman. 


The secondary should be 
a position of strength for the Red Raiders in 
2011, especially safety. With Glasgow running 
a 4-2-5 base defense, the team will typically 
have three safeties on the field at any given time 
— the free and weak safeties will handle the 
calls in the defensive backfield, while the strong 
safety will play closer to the line of scrimmage. 
Cody Davis (weak), D.J. Johnson (free) and 
Terrance Bullitt (strong) are expected to start. 
Johnson, a converted corner, impressed during 


the spring with how quickly he picked up Glas- 


Cody Davis, S Enters the 2011 season ranked 


_ second in the Big 12 in active career solo tack- 


les, behind only Oklahoma's Travis Lewis. 

DJ. Johnson, § Moves to safety after two years 
at cornerback; heady player who adapted 
quickly to Chad Glasgow's 4-2-5 defense. 

Tre’ Porter, CB Played corner, safety and nickel 
as a true freshman; rotated between safety and 
cornerback during the spring. 

Eric Stephens, RB Rushed for 922 yards and 
eight touchdowns in a backup role over the last 
two seasons. ( 
Lonnie Edwards, 0G Arguably Texas Tech’s most 
consistent overall player. Has anchored the left 
guard spot for two years and is a big reason 
why the running game has gotten better. 


TRE’ PORTER 


Baron Batch, RB. Two-year starter who led the 
team in rushing last season with 816 yards. 
lyle Leong, WR Quietly ranked second nation- 
ally in touchdown receptions (19) in 2010. 
Taylor Potts, QB Started all but one game dur- 
ing his senior season and finished the year 
with 3,726 passing yards and 35 touchdowns. 
Colby Whitlock, NT Four-year starter earned first- 
team all-conference recognition as a senior. 
Matt Williams, K Best-known for parlaying a 
kick-for-rent contest into a starting position. 


effec- 
tively redshirted last 
year after transfer- 
ting from Blinn 
(Texas) College. He 
played in several 
games and caught 
15 passes, but he 
spent most of the 
fall learning the Red 
Raiders’ playbook, 
getting stronger and 
seeing what it takes to be a Big 12 receiver. 
Moore’s combination of size and speed made 
him a terror to cover during the spring. 


Davis, Phillips: Margaret Bowles; Porter: Chris Covatta 


T 2011 TEXAS TECH ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 
1 Costilla, Brant 
7 Doege, Seth 
3 Karam, Jacob 
15 Young, Scotty 


RUNNING BACKS 

32 Crawford, Aaron 
10 Jeffers, Hartison 
34 McRoy, Ben 

33 Ontiveros, Omar 
24 Stephens, Eric 
23 Talbott, Josh 


RECEIVERS 

9 Corker, Shawn 
85 Davis, Jordan 

2 Douglas, Cornelius 
87 Fisher, Aaron 

8 Franks, Jacoby 
82 James, Adam 

28 Mitcham, Brent 
14 Moore, Darrin 
80 Ozee, Trey 

37 Sabolboro, Jason 
11 Swindall, Tramain 
22 Taylor, Ty 

86 Torres, Alexander 
38 Walker, Evan 

18 Ward, Eric 

83 Williams, Tyson 
6 Zouzalik, Austin 


TIGHT ENDS 
89 Trahan, Tony 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
72 Carpenter, Beau 
71 Clark, Kyle 

78 Edwards, Lonnie 
66 Gallington, Deveric 
61 Guerra, Jonathan 
73 Keown, Justin 
68 McDaniel, Terry 
62 Neill, David 

74 Okafor, Mickey 
63 Polk, James 

69 Scott, Matt 

65 Waddle, LaAdrian 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
40. Barr, Aundrey 
54 Bush, Dartwan 
77 Coleman, Coby 


HT/WT 
6-4/194 
6-1/200 
6-0/211 
63/198 


HT/WT 
510/205 
5-7/201 
5-9/160 
61/227 
5-8/192 
6-0/201 

HT/WT 
6-1/191 
510/185 
510/200 
6-2/186 
6-0/195 
63/233 
5-9/171 
6-4/210 
6-0/184 
6-1/205 
63/184 
6-0/194 
61/199 
511/192 
6-0/202 
6-0/205 
511/191 

HT/WT 
6-5/225 

HT/WT 
6-6/293 
6-5/295 
6-4/322 
63/314 
6-4/297 
6-4/300 
6-6/315 
6-5/284 
6-6/305 
6-6/331 
63/274 
6-6/322 
HI/WT 
62/230 
6-1/248 
62/317 


a 


So. 


Ir 


So. 


Ff. 
cl 
St. 
Je 


So. 
So. 


I 


So. 


“JARVIS PHILLIPS 


HOMETOWN 
Dallas, TX 
Wolfforth, TX 
Friendswood, TX 
Denton, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Memphis, TN 
Lawton, OK 
Lakeland, FL 
Austin, TX 
Mansfield, TX 
Trophy Club, TX 


HOMETOWN 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Arlington, TX 
Lawton, OK 

Keller, TX 

Orange, TX 

Celina, TX 
Houston, TX 
Irving, TX 

Aledo, TX 

New Braunfels, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Glen Rose, TX 

El Paso, TX 
Colleyville, TX 
Wichita Falls, TX 
Aldine, 1X 
Lubbock, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Coppell, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Sulphur Springs, TX 
Denton, TX 
Brownsboro, TX 

N. Richland Hills, TX 
Victoria, TX 
Anderson, SC 
Diana, IX 

Flower Mound, TX 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Flower Mound, TX 
Columbus, TX 
HOMETOWN 
Carrollton, TX 
Clute, TX 
Frankston, TX 


95 Graves, Pearlie 
91 Hyder, Kerry 
80 Johnson, Edward 


46 Knighton, Christopher 


98 Langley, Donald 
99 Perry, Chris 
43 Richards, Jackson 
47 Rumph, Lawrence 
94 Smith, Scott 


LINEBACKERS 

53. Carmical, Joe 
23 Chidozie, Dion 
42 Cobb, Daniel 
41 Fehoko, Sam 
39 Foster, Tanner 
51 Hubert, Cqulin 
45 Sonier, Tyrone 
27 Winbush, Zach 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

1 Bullitt, Terrance 
16 Davis, Cody 

30 Dewhurst, Brett 
19 Durham, Giorgio 
22 Flannel, jared 
37 Floyd, Dante 

28 Gilliam, Malcolm 
32 Gower, Blake 
24 Gupton, LeLand 
26 Isola, Oluwashina 
12 Johnson, 0,). 

3 Johnson, Urell 
14 Martin, Desmond 
4 Mays, Derrick 
31 Neboh, Eugene 
38 Osborne, Jordan 
36 Osunde, Junior 
21 Phillips, Jarvis 
25 Pipkins, Darius 
29 Polk, Russell 

5 Porter, Tre’ 

15 Smith, Chris 

34 Vest, Sawyer 
35 Waller, Arlan 


SPECIALISTS 

49 Carona, Donnie (K) 
52 Chester, Alex (LS) 
26 Erxleben, Ryan (P) 
45 Fyfe, Kramer (K) 

84 Hicks, Bradley (K) 


60 Smitherman, Jesse (LS) 


6-2/286 
6-2/265 
6-2/250 
61/250 
62/274 
6-4/309 
63/248 
6-3/284 
6-6/266 


HT/WT 
61/242 
61/208 
6-0/215 
6-0/233 
62/215 
62/231 
62/233 
6-1/206 

HT/WT 
63/191 
62/194 
511/197 
6-0/188 
511/166 
5-9/175 
510/180 
5-9/168 
511/185 
61/196 
6-0/190 
6-0/163 
6-1/190 
510/174 
510/174 
6-0/184 
510/180 
510/189 
6-0/170 
510/211 
6-0/182 
510/190 
511/172 
6-0/190 
HT/WT 
541/217 
511/200 
6-1/192 
5-8/150 
61/169 
63/235 


Tulsa, OK 

Austin, 1X 

Irving, TX 
Longview, 1X 
Germantown, MO 
Keller, TX 
Southlake, TX 
Keller, TX 

Kailua, HI 


HOMETOWN 
Monticello, AR 
Dallas, 1X 
Killeen, TX 
Honolulu, HI 
Midland, TX 
Houston, TX 
Missouri City, TX 
Schertz, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Garland, TX 
Stephenville, TX 
Klein, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Brazoria, TX 
Midlothian, TX 
Plano, TX 
Arlington, TX 
Arlington, TX 
Sugar Land, TX 
Austin, TX 

New Orleans, LA 
Round Rock, TX 
Killeen, TX 
Odessa, TX 

The Woodlands, TX 
Sequin, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Mansfield, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Midwest City, OK 
Panhandle, TX 
Childress, TX 
DeSoto, TX 


HOMETOWN 
Beaumont, TX 
Austin, TX 
Lake Travis, TX 
Austin, TX 
Magnolia, TX 
Burleson, TX 
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2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 8-5, 3-5 (BIG 12) 
Sept. 5 SMU W 
Sept. 11 at New Mexico W 
Sept. 18 Texas L 
Oct. 2 at lowa State L 
Oct. 9 bvs. Baylor W 
Oct. 16 Oklahoma State L 
Oct. 23 at Colorado W 27-24 
Oct. 30 at Texas ASM L 
Nov. 6 Missouri Ww 
Nov. 13. at Oklahoma L 
Nov. 20 Weber State W 
Nov. 27 Houston WwW 
Jan. 1 #Northwestern W 
Dallas #TicketCity Bowl 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame Big 12 National 
Scoring 33.1ppg 4 23 
Rushing 141.3 ypg 9 75 
Passing 318.9 ypg = 3 7 
Total 460.2ypg 4 15 
Defense PerGame Big12 National 
Scoring 30.9 ppg 11 93 
Rushing  162.5ypg 8 69 
Passing  293.8ypg 12 118 
Total 456.3 ypg 12 114 

3 =0:23' 9 69 

2010 

INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING AIT COMP YDS TD INT 
Taylor Potts 551 369 3,726 35 10 
Steven Sheffield 58 33 359 3 1 
Seth Doege 4 3; #580220 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 


Baron Batch 177 816 46 5 
EricStephens 127 668 5.3 6 
Ben McRoy 22. 149 «68 2 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ID 
Detron Lewis 87 852 98 6 
Lyle Leong 74 926 12.5 19 
Alex Torres 39° «481 «12.33 
Tramain Swindall 33 271 «8.2 «1 
KICKING: Matt Williams, 9-11 FGs, 56-56 
XPs, 83 points 

TACKLES: Bront Bird, 106; Cody Davis, 87 
SACKS: Brian Duncan, 7; Scott Smith, 3 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jarvis Phillips, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


FANTASY FLASH 


BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 
Eric Stephens, RB 
FRESHMAN PHENOM 
Ronnie Daniels, RB 
TOP TARGET 

Alex Torres, WR 
SHORT-YARDAGE BACK 
Aaron Crawford, RB 
STOCK RISING 

Eric Ward, WR 


For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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TEAM INFORMATION 


HEAD COACH: Tommy Tuberville 

RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-5 (1 year) 
CAREER RECORD: 118-65 (15 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Neal Brown 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chad Glasgow 
LOCATION: Lubbock, Texas 

STADIUM: Jones AT&T Stadium (60,454) 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


gow’s scheme. “D.J. is a very smart football player that can 
go and communicate, and we play with a two quarterback 
system,” Glasgow says. The situation at cornerback is a lit- 
de more fluid. Tre’ Porter is back at corner after getting a 
look at safety in the spring, and converted wide receiver Der- 
rick Mays continues to develop. The most experienced cor- 
ner, Jarvis Phillips, had shoulder surgery in the spring and 
may not be 100 percent by September. If Phillips is not back 
to full strength, Porter and Mays will likely begin the season 
backed up by freshman Jeremy Reynolds and walk-ons Eugene Neboh and Sawyer Vest. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Matt Williams has graduated, and the player he replaced in 2008 is the likely can- 
didate to take over for him. As a true freshman in 2008, Donnie Carona opened the season as the 
team’s starter but was replaced after four of his PATs were blocked in the first six games. Now a senior, 
Carona has seemingly corrected the trajectory issues that plagued him as a freshman, which he de- 
scribed as “mostly mental.” Tech will welcome a familiar face back at punter: Ryan Erxleben, who was 
forced into action as the team’s starting punter for most of the 2009 season after Jonathan LaCour was 
suspended. With LaCour back in 2010, Erxleben redshirted to extend his eligibility, and he now ex- 
pects to hold down the Red Raiders’ punting duties for the next three seasons. 


PISTOLS FIRING Tech offensive coordinator 
Neal Brown will be adding a new formation to 
his spread offense this season — the Pistol. 
The formation, created by Nevada's Chris Ault, 
features a quarterback lined up four yards be- 
hind the line of scrimmage with a running 
back lined up directly behind him. “| think 
they are getting used to it and getting a bet- 
ter feel for it,” Brown says. “It is a chance to 
get us downfield, and we got a couple of 
downhill backs on the team right now with 
Aaron Crawford and Ronnie Daniels, and | 
think they like doing that.” Though the Pistol 
is not expected to be a dominant component 
of the Red Raiders’ offense, it should help the 
team in short-yardage situations — an area 
that Tech struggled with a year ago. 


EARLY START The Red Raiders got a very 
early start to the spring. Earlier, in fact, than 
almost every other FBS program — only Army 
and Duke started earlier. Tech held its first 
practice on Feb. 18 and wrapped up the spring 
five weeks later on March 26. “Every year I'd 
like to start about this time,” Tommy Tu- 
berville says, “just to have an opportunity to 
get through it, to learn, and then have an op- 
portunity to have a little bit more offseason.” 
The extra month of offseason work should 
allow the Red Raiders to spend more time in 
the weight room in preparation for the sea- 
son, and give any injured players more time 
to heal. 


STAYING IN DFW Tech and Baylor will play 
their annual conference matchup in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth Metroplex for at least two more 
seasons. The two teams moved their 2009 and 
‘10 games to DFW — first in Cowboys Stadium 
in Arlington and then Dallas’ Cotton Bowl last 
year — and agreed to extend the neutral-site 
arrangement through at least the 2012 sea- 
son. Instead of alternating sites as they did 
over the past two seasons, they'll play in 
Cowboys Stadium in 2011 and 2012. “Well, 
we had a great crowd at Cowboys Stadium 
year before last,” Tech’s longtime athletic di- 
rector Gerald Myers said in February shortly 
before his retirement. “I think (the atten- 
dance) was around 72,000. It was just a great 
crowd. | think the fans really enjoyed it. | 
think our team and coaches enjoyed playing 
in that venue, and we would expect a similar 
type experience this year against Baylor.” 


D.J. JOHNSON 


SCOUTING THE RED RAIDERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS TECH “Quarterback is the biggest question for the Red Raiders. They lost 
both Taylor Potts and Steven Sheffield. It looks like Seth Doege is the frontrunner for the job. ... (Tommy) Tu- 
berville keeps telling people they want to run the ball more than (Mike) Leach and how he is committed to 
running the football, but then they were throw, throw, throw, then run. ... They just don’t scare you to death 
offensively like some of the other teams in the league. They used to scare you. Not anymore. ... On defense, 
they should look different with new coordinator Chad Glasgow, who comes over from TCU. Last year Tech was 
among the nation’s worst defenses. This fall, they'll have a new look ditching the 3-4 alignment for TCU’s 4-2-5 
defense. ... Tech has a lot of key guys back, so another bowl trip is not out of the question. However, | think 
at best they’te a middle of the pack team in the Big 12 and probably the best they could realistically hope for 
would be to finish fifth or sixth in the league. ... This is a big year for Tommy as he tries to change the identify 
of the team. Last year, they didn’t run the ball well and weren't good on defense. That’s not Tommy Tuberville 
football. It will be interesting to see if he can get his team playing the way he wants to.” 
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JUST FOR KICKS It was one of the feel-good 
stories of recent college football history. Dur- 
ing the halftime festivities of Texas Tech's 
2008 home matchup with UMass, Matt 
Williams entered a promotional contest, the 
Lynwood Townhomes “Kick For Rent Contest,” 
with a year’s worth of free rent at stake. After 
making a 30-yard field goal, Williams earned 
more than free rent. His form caught the eye 
of then-coach Mike Leach, who quickly per- 
suaded him to join the team. Williams went 
on to finish second on Tech’s career extra 
points list (149). 


Margaret Bowles 


2011 TEXAS TECH SIGNEES 
CLASS NOTES 


Tech’s 2011 class was no mixed bag. With a full year to evaluate and re- 
cruit prospects, Tommy Tuberville and his staff assembled the program’s 
highest-ranked class in over a decade —a group that most national experts 
ranked third in the Big 12, behind Texas and Oklahoma. Assistant coach 
Robert Prunty, responsible for most of the program's defensive headliners, 
was named Big 12 Recruiter of the Year by both Rivals.com and Scout.com. 

Tight end Jace Amaro, ranked by Rivals.com as the third-best prospect at 
his position, should play right away since Tech does not have any traditional 
tight ends on scholarship. He’ll need to work on his blocking, but the po- 
tential is there for Amaro to be an impact player as a true freshman. 

Though the Red Raiders’ class is tilted toward offense in terms of numbers, 
its biggest needs were at defensive end and linebacker. The staff addressed 
those positions late in the process, hauling in defensive ends Desimon Green 
and Branden Jackson from Pennsylvania, one-time Oklahoma commit Cooper 
Washington and heralded junior college prospect Leon Mackey on National 
Signing Day. Mackey, from Hinds (Miss.) Community College, has NFL mea- 
surables and is expected to contribute immediately. 

Six of the program’s 2011 signees enrolled in time to participate in spring 
drills — quarterback Michael Brewer, running back Ronnie Daniels, linebacker 
Blake Dees, wide receiver Derek Edwards, receiver Marcus Kennard (a junior 
college transfer) and cornerback Jeremy Reynolds. By the end of spring, Dees, 
Kennard and Reynolds had worked their way into the regular two-deep, and 
Daniels was running with the first-team offense in certain jumbo packages. 


RECRUITING BREAKDOWN 


BY POSITION BY STATE 

Defensive Linemen ........secccssseeeee Bes UTONAS acccsapsseetercimssvacccassmeciesemeies 16 
Wide RECCIVEFS.....ssecsscssseecssnsesessnes Bis FLOSS YS, ossssstessaceosscossszee ane! 
Offensive LiNCMEN ...csssvvseseesesesesees 4 PenmsylVaMia .......cceseeeseee ao 
Running Backs ...... Alabama...... 1 
Defensive Backs California .... 1 


Linebackers ...... IMISSISSIO DIS rarscreprrossedesssstsq;oeyesareoss 1 
Quarterbacks NEW MeXiCO ...secccscsssssssssssssseesseee 1 
MUGH PEN GS ssssc..s<cccssscsbesvesscsestonsenctrs 1 North Carolina aa 


Oklahoma........ eal 
WISCONSIN ivsseccovscrsveqssazsossteces ebesepace 1 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 


LEON MACKEY © DL » RAYMOND, MS 

No one expected Leon Mackey to sign with Texas Tech. The 6'5", 260- 
pound prospect out of Hinds (Miss.) Community College held offers from 
dozens of programs across the country, notably Alabama, Ole Miss, Missis- 
sippi State and South Carolina, and rarely mentioned the Red Raiders. 

Tech was a surprise choice for Mackey — he was thought to be a strong 
lean to Mississippi State — but it seems that his close relationship with the 
programs defensive ends/outside linebackers coach Robert Prunty won out. 
Mackey spent the 2007 and 2008 seasons at Hargrave (Va.) Military Acad- 
emy learning under Prunty, who was the team’s head coach at the time. 

Tech coaches expect Mackey, ranked by Rivals.com as the seventh-best 
junior college prospect in the country, to factor in at defensive end immedi- 
ately. During his Signing Day press conference, Tommy Tuberville called 
Mackey one of the best junior college players he had ever seen. 

“If you look at the defensive linemen that we took, of course, you have 
to start with Leon Mackey,” Tuberville says. “When we went out to recruit 
defensive linemen, the number one thing we looked for was height, quick- 
ness, and somebody that could pass rush. Because in this league, if you can’t 
rush the passer, we found out last year after losing Scott Smith and Andre 
Barr, if you can’t rush the passer, your defensive backs are in for some pretty, 
pretty tough situations.” 

Mackey certainly fits that bill. He registered 88 tackles, 28.5 tackles for a 
loss and 15 sacks in his two seasons at Hinds. 


JACE AMARO TE GS 1237, SAN ANTONIO, TX 
Named first-team All-USA by USA Tooay. Ranked No. 3 tight end in the country 
and No. 6 prospect in Texas by Rivals, No. 7 tight end in nation by Athlon Sports. 
MICHAEL BREWER 08) 6" 175 AUSTIN, TX 
Ranked No. 12 dual-threat quarterback in nation by Rivals and No. 17 quarterback 
by Athlon Sports. Passed for 4,437 yards and 41 TDs, rushed for 593 yards in ‘09. 
LERAVEN CLARK OT 66" 275 ROCKDALE, TX 
Under Armour All-American. Ranked No. 33 offensive lineman in country by 
Athlon Sports and No. 57 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 


JUSTIN COOPER 1B 61" —.205 FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 
Registered 61 tackles, three sacks and two INTs as a senior. 
RONNIE DANIELS RB O61" — 195 ALBUQUERQUE, NM 


Named New Mexico Gatorade Player of the Year. Ranked No. 4 prospect in New 
Mexico and No. 51 athlete by Rivals. Rushed for 2,185 yards and 35 TDs in ‘09. 


BLAKE DEES IB 6", | 234 SPANISH FORT, AL 
Ranked No. 81 outside linebacker in the country by Scout. 

DEREK EDWARDS WR 6'1" 163 BRENHAM, TX 
Ranked No. 33 wide receiver in nation and No. 39 prospect in Texas by Rivals. 
SAM EGUAVOEN 1B 62". 220 GARLAND, TX 
Registered 118 tackles, four sacks, two forced fumbles and one INT as a senior. 
KINDRED EVANS DE 6'6" =—_.215 GRAND PRAIRIE, TX 
Ranked No. 27 weak-side defensive end in the country by Rivals. 

J.J. GAINES (Bo OS'11""—s- 175 IRVING, TX 
Passed for 1,483 yards and eight TDs, rushed for 647 yards and three TDs in ‘09. 
JAKEEM GRANT WR 58" 157 MESQUITE, TX 
Named first-team All-Area by the Dallas Morning News as a senior. 

DESIMON GREEN DE 65" = 230 CLAIRTON, PA 
Player of the Year by the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. 

BRANDEN JACKSON DE 64" = 220 MCKEESPORT, PA 
Ranked No. 9 outside linebacker by Scout, No. 29 strong-side end by Rivals. 
MARCUS KENNARD WR 64" 185 LAWTON, OK 
Butler (Kan.) CC transfer. Recorded 45 catches for 893 yards and 13 TDs in ’10. 
LEON MACKEY OT 6S" =—s- 260 RAYMOND, MS 
Hinds (Miss.) CC transfer. Ranked No. 8 JUCO prospect in nation by SuperPrep. 
BRADLEY MARQUEZ RB O51" 173 ODESSA, TX 


Ranked No. 31 running back by Rivals and No. 36 wide receiver by Athlon Sports. 
Rushed for 2,210 yards and 29 TDs as a senior; 1,743 yards as a sophomore. 


JAVARES MCROY WR 5'8" 170 LAKELAND, FL 
Ranked No. 29 prospect in Florida by Rivals, No. 27 receiver by Athlon Sports. 
ALFREDO MORALES 0G = 63" 287 ARLINGTON, TX 
Ranked No. 18 offensive guard in nation by Rivals. Twin brother of Tony. 

TONY MORALES C 63" 300 ARLINGTON, TX 
U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 3 center by Scout. Twin brother of Alfredo. 
THIERRY NGUEMA (Bo O51" 175 CORONA, CA 
Ranked No. 93 cornerback in nation by Scout. Had 41 tackles, two INTs in ‘10. 
DONTE PHILLIPS DF 6'2") 255 MEQUON, WI 
Ranked No. 13 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals. 

JEREMY REYNOLDS (Bi 519". 168 GREENSBORO, NC 
U100 Southeast Dodie Donnell Award winner. METRO All-Conference as a junior. 
LADARRIN ROBERTSON WR: 63% 9215 LONGVIEW, TX 
Passed for 1,559 yards, rushed for 1,159 yards and 13 TDs as a senior. 

DELVON SIMMONS Dy. GSE 265 MCKEESPORT, PA 


U.S. Army All-American. Ranked No. 1 prospect in Pennsylvania and No. 80 
prospect in nation by Rivals, No. 3 defensive tackle in country by Scout. 
COOPER WASHINGTON DE 64" 225 MULESHOE, TX 
Named Class AA Defensive Player of the Year by the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. 
Passed for 1,947 yards and 27 TDs, had 52 tackles and six sacks as a senior. 
DEANDRE WASHINGTON RE; VSS 183 MISSOURI CITY, TX 
Ranked No. 21 athlete by Rivals. Rushed for 1,378 yards and 20 TDs as a senior. 
DENNELL WESLEY OT = 6'2" 310 ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 
Butler (Kan.) CC transfer. Had 52 tackles, three sacks, two forced fumbles in ‘10. 
KENNY WILLIAMS RB 5'10" = 206 PFLUGERVILLE, TX 
Ranked No. 17 running back in country by Rivals. Rushed for 1,714 yards and 20 
TDs as a junior; 1,373 yards and 13 TDs as a senior. 
MATT WILSON OF NG” 270 
Named first-team District 22 Class 3A as a senior. 
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COLDSPRING, TX 


2011 ATHLON SPORTS 
“ PRESEASON ALL-C-USA TEAM 


CONFERENCE USA FIRST-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Case Keenum 6'2" 210 Sr. Houston 
onference USA might not be home to some of the elite teams in college foot- | RB Orleans Darkwa —5'11" 200 So. Tulane 
ball, but you can’t deny that the league plays a pretty exciting brand of ball | RB Zach Line 61" 230 Jr. SMU 
— that is, if you like watching a lot of scoring. Last season, Conference USA} WR Patrick Edwards = 5'9" 175 Sr. Houston 
had four of the top 16 teams in the nation in scoring offense. Only one other | WR Lance Lewis 6130) 212 Se East Carolina 
league had more than two teams among the top 16 — the WAC with three. TE Luke Willson 6'5" 230 Jr. Rice 
The most offensive C-USA teams were No. 6 Tulsa (41.4 ppg), No. 13 Houston | C Blake Mcjunkin 6'2". 290 Sr. SMU 
(37.7), No. 15 Southern Miss (36.9) and No. 16 East Carolina (36.8). And while de- OL Clint Anderson 6'2" 285 Sr. Tulsa 
fense is still important, the aforementioned schools did prove that you can wina | OL KelvinBeachum 6'3" 306 Sr. SMU 
bunch of games simply by putting up gaudy numbers on the scoreboard. Tulsa, Hous- }| OL Matt McCants 6170" 295) Sk UAB 
ton, Southern Miss and East Carolina combined to post a 20-12 record in league OL Chris Thompson 6'2" 285 Sr. Houston 
play. It is worth noting, however, that the two teams that played for the league title, 
UCF and SMU, apes fifth and ninth in the conference in scoring. FIRST-TEAM DEFENSE 
What can we expect in 2011? More of the same: A bunch of potent offenses and the DL Vinny Curry 614" 252 Sr. Marshall 
usual list of contenders in | DL Cordarto Law 6'2" 254 St. Southern Miss 
both divisions OL Darius Nall 6'3" 246 Sr. UCF 


PREDICTED ORDER UCF and Sonthisck Miss DL Taylor Thompson 6'6" 287 Sr. SMU 
OF FINISH » figure to wage an exciting LB Ja’Gared Davis 6'1" 220 Je SMU 


two-team race in the East. | LB Trent Mackey 5'11" 220 Jr Tulane 

CONFERENCE USA The Knights’ offense will be | LB Marcus McGraw 6'0" 225. Sr. Houston 
led by quarterback JeffGod- | CB Emanuel Davis  5'11" 190 Sr. East Carolina 

C-USA EAST CUSA Overall frey, the 2010 C-USA Fresh- } CB Josh Robinson 5'10" 192 Jr. UCF 

1. UCF 7A Gea) man of the Year, and a host S Kemal Ishmael ST 2 TE UCF 

of talented tailbacks. Junior | $ Marco Nelson 6'0" 192 So. Tulsa 


2. SOUTHERN MISS 6-2 9-3 ae tee the in- FIRST-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
&> 3. EAST CAROLINA 53. 66 She ecicee of Buea, st. | K Danny Hrapmann 5'9" 160 Sr. — Southern Miss 


the services of Brynn Har- 


; oe : P Kyle Martens 6'6" 200 Sr. Rice 
y a vey, a first-team all-confer- : : ee 
. =~ 4, UAB 4-4 5-7 ence pick in 2009 who | KR Quincy McDuffie 5'10 175 Sr. UCF 
\5. MARSHALL 35 48 missed last ‘seasoni-with. a. [| PR Patrick Edwards) 5:9 175i sSt, Houston 
~\ z knee injury. SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 
6. MEMPHIS 0-8 1-11 Southern Miss is almost a QB GJ. Kine 6'2" 215 Sr. Tulsa 
Riess WEST Gish’ Oveiall lock to play in a 10th } pp Bryce Beall 511" 215 Sr. Houston 
USA Overall straight bowl game, but the RB Sam McGuffie 6:0" 200 Jr Rice 
1. SMU r1 103, Golden Eagles’ first goal is WR Cole Beasley 5'9" 177 Sr SMU 
t to win the C-USA East title, WR Damari ios 
c 2 ; , amaris Johnson 5'8" 170 Sr. Tulsa 
) 2, HOUSTON 62 9-3 something they have failed TE Adam Nissley 6'6" 267. Sr UCE 
ey to do since the league split ran : 
: TULSA 53 6-6 into divisions . 2008. C Trent Dupy 62" 285 Je Tulsa 
<\“\r Southern Miss will be explo- OL. jake Hicks OU be ee 
RICE 3-5 4-8 sive on offense once again OL Lamar Holmes 6'6" 336 Sr. — Southern Miss 
GPs. ve aA Sicinct | See rg 
: fensive end. 3 
E& 6. UTEP 0-8 2-10 = The West should be wild | SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
C-USA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME se ie teams able to | pt Elliott Henigan 6'4"_ 275 St. UAB 
make a legitimate argument 7 DL Dezman Moses 6'3"_ 242 Sr. Tulane 
mn hat they should be No. 1 in FD : 
<< > smu over that they Lin } OL scott Solomon 6'3" 270 St. Rice 
Wire cE = taney ae ee OL Frank Trotter 6'2" 265 Sr. Memphis 
. Sy? en Shared tie | LB Sammy Brown —6'3"_ 240 Sr. Houston 
‘ West crown with Tulsa last iB SN Red S11" 221 fr SMU 
year and played in its first post-Death Penalty Bowl game. The Mustangs have a tough LB Korey Willi 62" 243 St Southern Miss 
slate — they play both UCF and Southern Miss — but they welcome back 18 starters SA ells a Allg 
, cates Fehieak inthe league, therareettane defensively (Le Rit@dcrawtord: 511090 0sr SMU 
and unlike some or the other ae teams in HIE cague, ey ares rong erensive Mg: (B Deron Wilson 5140" 176 So. Southern Miss 
Houston slumped to 4—4 last year and did not play in a bowl game for the first ; 3 ae 
time since 2004. But the Cougars will be back, due in large part to the return of quar- 5. Ghiseanis rile Leet a 
: 4 f i § Travaun Nixon  6'0" 195. Sr. UTEP 


terback Case Keenum, who was granted a sixth season by the NCAA after he missed 
all but three games a year ago with a torn ACL. The Cougars will be aided by akind | SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
schedule — they don’t play Southern Miss or UCF out of the East, and host SMU. K Michael Barbour 5'10" 185. Sr. East Carolina 


Tulsa has a new coach — Bill Blankenship takes over for Todd Graham — but the } p Tom Hornsey 6'3" 215 So. Memphis 
talent level remains high. The Golden Hurricane outgained C-USA foes by an aver- KR Marlon McClure 5'8" 145. Jr. UTEP 
age of 77.7 yards per game en route to a 6—2 record in league play. PR Damaris Johnson 5'8" 170 Sr. Tulsa 
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_______ 2010 C-USA STANDINGS ________ 2011 UNIT RANKINGS _ 


EAST C-USA OVERALL QB RB WR/TE OL OL LB DB 
UCF 7A 113 EAST CAROLINA Dy 3 . 2 70 8 
EAST CAROLINA 53 6-7 HOUSTON 1 1 2 6 8 1 10 
SOUTHERN MISS 5-3 s 9/855 MARSHALL 10 9 7 8 3 9 3 
MARSHALL 4-4 57 MEMPHIS 12 11 9 1 6 11 12 
UAB 3-5 4-8 RICE 8 4 6 7 7 12 11 
MEMPHIS 0-8 1-11 SMU 5 2 1 1 1 3 2 
WEST CUSA OVERALL SOUTHERN MISS 3 5 5 5 4 2 4 
ae = ne TULANE ise Bhs el eee ee ee: 
Z i TULSA 
HOUSTON 4-4 57 ae - 3 : ‘ 2 
UAB 7 pa 4 10 5 6 
UTEP 3-5 6-7 
ra ae ae UCF 6 6 8 2 2 8 1 
mile oF me UTEP "1 Se ait te A 7 7 


PASSING ATT COMP INT PCT YDS 10 = ANG/G 
| Dominique Davis, East Carolina 609 393 16- 645 3,967 37 305.2 
G,J. Kinne, Tulsa 460 275 10 59.8 3,650 31 280.8 
Kyle Padron, SMU 508 302 14 59.4 3,828 31 273.4 
RUSHING AIT yoS = AVG 1  AVG/G LONG 
Zach Line, SMU 244 1,494 6.1 10. = 106.7 45 
Orleans Darkwa, Tulane 184 925 5.0 11 84.1 40 
Sam McGuffie, Rice 197 883 = 45 6 73.6 50 
RECEIVING REC yoS AVG 10  AVG/G~—_—LONG 
___ Patrick Edwards, Houston 71 1,100 15.5 13 91.7 63 
' Lance Lewis, East Carolina 89 = 1,116 = 12.5 14 85.8 61 
Cole Beasley, SMU 87 =—s 1,060 = 12.2 6 75.7 49 


TACKLES: Taylor Reed, SMU (145); Trent Mackey, Tulane (124) 


ese ~~ SACKS: Vinny Curry, Marshall (12); Ja’Gared Davis, SMU (9) 
DOMINIQUE DAVIS, ECU 


______ 2010 C-USA TEAM STATS & RANKINGS 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 

SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORE RUSH PASS TOTAL 
EAST CAROLINA 36.8 (31) 118.9 (10) 3187 (2) 437.6 (4) 44.0 (12) 226.7 (12) 252.1 (9) 478.8 (12) 
HOUSTON 37.7 (2) 153.2 (6) 327.2 «(1) ~~ 480.5. (2) 32.2 (8) 208.8 (11) 224.1 (4) 4328 = (8) 
MARSHALL 208 (11) 972 (11) 2171 (9) 314.2 (11) 28.8 (4) 145.2 (51) 240.8 (6) 386.0 (4) 
MEMPHIS 144 (12) 91.6 (12) 193.4 (11) 285.0 (12) 39.8 (11) 171.9 (8) 288.8 (10) 460.7 (11) 
RICE 287 (6) 159.4 (4) 215.9 (10) 375.3. (7) 38.5. (10) 145.2 (ST) 303.7 (11) 448.8 (9) 
SMU 257 (9) 1388 (7) 2758 (4) 4146 (6) 25.6 (2) 1448 (4) 208.1 (3) 3529 (2) 
SOUTHERN MISS 36.8 (31) 200.8 (2) 2525 (6) 453.4 (3) 295 (5) 113.0 (2) 243.4 (7) 356.4 (3) 
TULANE 24.9 (10) 1275 (9) 2458 (7) 3732 (9) 372 (9) 1955 (10) 1946 (1) 390.1 (5) 
TULSA 414 (1) 2169 (1) 2887 (3) 505.6 (1) 303 (6) 131.8 (3) 319.0 (12) 450.8 (10) 
UAB 263 (7) 1558 (5) 267.0 (5) 4228 (5) 31.6 (7) 150.8 (7) 248.0 (8) 3988 (6) 
UCE 321 (5) 187.6 (3) 1864 (12) 3740 (8) 71 (1) 108.4 (1) 207.0 (2) 315.4 (1) 
UTEP 26.0 (8) 137.1 (8) 223.3 (8) ~—2360.4 (10) 715 (3) 1841 (9) 2285 (5) 4126 (7) 

2010 C-USA BOWL RESULTS 


NEW MEXICO BOWL « DEC. 18 » ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. * BYU 52, UTEP 24 
BEEF ‘0’ BRADY'S BOWL = DEC. 21 « ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. + LOUISVILLE 31, SOUTHERN MISS 28 
HAWAII BOWL « DEC. 24 * HONOLULU, HAWAII » TULSA 62, HAWAII 35 
MILITARY BOWL * DEC. 29 WASHINGTON, D.C. + MARYLAND 51, EAST CAROLINA 20 
ARMED FORCES BOWL = DEC. 30 + DALLAS, TEXAS + ARMY 16, SMU 14 
LIBERTY BOWL + DEC. 31 * MEMPHIS, TENN. + UCF 10, GEORGIA 6 


ne UEEETEEEnEEEEEEEEEEEERRE EERE 
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East Carolina SID 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


82 


C-USA EAST 
PREDICTION 


oach Ruffin McNeill couldn't extend East Carolina’s two-year run of Conference 

USA titles, but it’s hard to categorize his first season as anything but a success. The 

Pirates set school attendance records, plundered the offensive record book and kept 

running and gunning all the way to the Military Bowl in Washington, D.C. But 
while that offense was racking up 36.8 points and 437.6 yards per game, the defense was 
giving up ground and points just as fast. ECU ranked last in the nation, yielding 478.8 
yards per game, and changes were in order. McNeill, who lost 90 pounds after undergo- 
ing bariatric surgery in the offseason, hopes those defensive numbers come down, too, in 
the new 3-4 defense he and coordinator Brian Mitchell installed during the spring. 


QUARTERBACKS Dominique Davis transferred in from Boston College (after a stop in 
junior college) last fall and rewrote the ECU record books, setting 15 different single-sea- 
son marks. He led the FBS in completions per game (30.2), was second in points respon- 
sibility (21.4 per game) and third in touchdown passes (37). The Pirates have some depth 


THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 6-6, 5-3 C-USA SS 


The Pirates had to win plenty of shootouts last year, and that trend could continue in 2011. Quarter- 
back Dominique Davis is back, along with a solid group of receivers. The defense returns five starters 
but may not see much improvement. The Pirates need to get more pressure on the quarterback, and 
the coaching staff hopes a couple of junior college recruits can provide some help. The schedule is 
favorable, with Southern Miss and UCF visiting Greenville. However, the Pirates can’t win the East if 
the defense doesn’t improve. POSTSEASON: ST. PETERSBURG BOWL VS. CINCINNATI 


but no one with the explosiveness of Davis, who could be even better with a season in the 
system under his belt. Brad Wornick has the most experience of the backups, but young- 
sters Rio Johnson and Shane Carden looked good in the spring. 


RUNNING BACKS For the second year in a row, the backfield cupboard looks bare with 
the top two running backs gone. Encouragingly, though, sophomore Michael Dobson ay- 
eraged 5.6 yards on his 11 carries last year, and 5'9" Arizona Western transfer Reggie Bul- 
lock is a prototype run-and-shoot back. Redshirt freshman Alex Owah and converted 
receiver Torrance Hunt looked good in the spring, too. 


RECEIVERS Conference USA Player of the Year Dwayne Harris is gone, but wide re- 
ceiver remains one of the Pirates’ deepest positions. Good thing. Offensive coordinator Lin- 
coln Riley usually has four of them on the field at the same time. Senior Lance Lewis had 
a team-high 14 touchdowns, and headlines the returning receivers. Justin Jones (6'8") 

had five scores, and defensive backs don’t want to have to cover him or fend off his blocks. 

Michael Bowman and Andrew Bodenheimer have tons of experience and Davis’ trust. 

Keep an eye on Justin Hardy and true freshman Danny Webster. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Only two starters — tackle Grant Harner and center Dalton 
Faulds — return up front, and Faulds is coming off a shoulder injury. Senior Doug 
Polochak played some at center in the spring, but he should plug in at left guard. Sopho- 
mores Will Simmons at right guard and Jordan Davis at left tackle complete the unit. Only 
one primary reserve has more than one year of experience. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Derrell Johnson shot up the depth chart last year, and he'll anchor 
one end with Matt Milner on the other side. Junior Michael Brooks looks like a classic 
nose tackle in the new scheme, and he’s got senior Antonio Allison behind him. The Pi- 
rates also expect immediate help from junior college transfer John Lattimore, a North Car- 
olina native who played last season at Ventura (Calif.) Community College. 


LINEBACKERS The return of Justin Dixon and Marke Powell from injuries immediately 
upgraded the Pirates’ athleticism this spring. Dixon, in particular, can help on the outside. 
Sophomore Ty Holmes had a big spring in the middle, and Kyle Tudor and Jeremy Grove 
will get a chance, too. In the fall, 6'2", 230-pound Pembroke, N.C., native JoJo Blanks joins 
the mix by way of ASA (N.Y.) College, where he was a two-year starter. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Emanuel Davis earned All-Conference USA mention again last year, 
and he has eight career interceptions and a reputation as one of the nation’s top cornerbacks. 
Hard-hitting strong safety Bradley Jacobs was third on the team in tackles, and special 
teams standout Damon Magazu moves in alongside him. Converted safety Derek Black- 
nall beat out Jacobi Jenkins at the other corner. 


SPECIALISTS Mike Barbour, a transfer from Maryland, won the kicking job last fall and 
earned second-team All-C-USA honors. He hit a school record 56 PATs and didn’t miss a 
field goal from inside 40 yards. Punter Ben Ryan is back but will have to fend off a chal- 
lenge from sophomore Trent Tignor. The Pirates will miss Harris in the return game. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Ochiaess 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Defense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 

TO Margin 
“fk 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


#South Carolina 


Virginia Tech 


UAB 


North Carolina 


at Houston 
at Memphis 


at Navy 
Tulane 


Southern Miss 


at UTEP 
UCF 


at Marshall 
#Charlotte, NC 
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Per Game 
36.8 ppg 
118.9 ypg 
318.7 ypg 
437.6 ypg 


Per Game 
44.0 ppg 
226.7 ypg 
252.1 ypg 
478.8 ypg 


Per Game 
“0.54 


= 
&S 
=} 


yw 


- 


GUSA National 
4 16 
10 99 
2 8 
4 25 

GUSA National 
12 119 
12 117 
9 107 
12-120 


GUSA National 


9 


DOMINIQUE DAVIS 


98 


MILITARY 


BOWL 


East Carolina SID 


2011 EAST CAROLINA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

6 Carden, Shane 
4 Davis, Dominique 
7 Johnson, Rio 

9 Wornick, Brad 
RUNNING BACKS 

35 Dobson, Michael 
34 Hunt, Torrance 
30 Owah, Alex 

24 Terry, Damonte 
RECEIVERS 

12 Artington, Dayon 


19 Bodenheimer, Andrew 


22 Bowman, Michael 

81 Davis, Jeremy 
Freeney, Darryl 

37 Gagnon, Carter 

20 Hardy, Justin 
Harris, Derrick 

84 Jones, Justin 

88 Lewis, Lance 

44 Mazzone, Gray 

87 Pasut, Zico 

14 Price, Mike 

80 Richardson, Torian 
Weymann, Brandon 

15 Wiggins, Reese 

82 Womack, Joe 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

79 Baker, Steven 

71 Clark, Josh 

78 Davis, Jordan 
Elsawi, Adhem 

76 Faulds, Dalton 


HT/WT 
62/216 
633/222 
6-2/196 
62/191 
HT/WT 
6-0/187 
5-8/166 
511/179 
6-1/201 
HT/WT 
62/194 
63/202 
5-9/165 
510/191 
511/188 
6-0/218 
6-0/184 
57/170 
6-8/264 
63/212 
5-9/187 
63/226 
61/163 
510/187 
62/193 
511/187 
6-1/199 
HT/WI 
6-8/310 
6-4/287 
63/297 
6-5/312 
63/294 


cL HOMETOWN 64 Garrett, Anthony 6-5/303 Jr. Prairie Village, KS 
Fr. Houston, TX 73 Gentry, Drew 6-6/304 Fr. Tallahassee, FL 
St. Lakeland, FL 67 Harner, Grant 6-6/303 So. Jacksonville, FL 
So. Atlanta, GA 60 Helms, Mack 63/274 Fr. Tallahassee, FL 
Je Charlotte, NC 74 Hudson, Taylor 6-5/272 Fr. Greenville, SC 
a HOMETOWN 62 Parker, Hugh 63/272 St. Morehead City, NC 
So. Mount Airy, NC 63. Polochak, Doug 6-4/291 Sr. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
So. Durham, NC Powers, jonathan 6-2/273 Fr. Wilmington, NC 
Fr. Harrisonburg, VA__70 Simmons, Will 6-5/304 So. Ahoskie, NC 
So. Laurinburg, NC DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
cL HOMETOWN 99 Allison, Antonio 6-4/293 St. Statesville, NC 
J Silver Spring, MO Barnes, Laquan 65/270 So Wilson, NC 
Jr Clemmons, NC 97. Biles, Terry 6-2/252 Fr. High Point, NC 
St. Wadesboro, NC 96 Booth, Jimmy 62/304 So. Greenville, NC 
Jr. Warrenton, NC 92 Brooks, Michael 6-3/287 Jr Roxboro, NC 
St. Suffolk, VA Cunningham, Josh  6-4/281 So. Apex, NC 
I Greenville, NC 48 Falls, Maurice 6-2/240 Ft. Belmont, NC 
Fr. Vanceboro, NC Huckabee, Robert 6-3/247 Fr. Wrightsville Beach, NC 
So. Stone Mountain, GA 55 Jones, Robert 6-3/268 Jf. Stone Mountain, GA 
So. Conyers, GA 50 Leonard, Alex 6-0/257 St. Rockingham, NC 
St. Concord, NC © 90 Mahoney, Ryan 6-4/272 So. Cary, NC 
So. Cary, NC 65 Mann, Kemory 6-0/295 Ir. Pittsboro, NC 
So. Charlotte, NC 58 Peques, Lee 6-2/276 So.  Bennettsville, SC 
So. New Bern, NC 93. Rose, Chrishon 6-4/281 Fr. Forestville, MD 
Fr. Greer, SC 72. Simpson, Diavalo 6-3/276 It Moss Point, MS 
Ie Charlotte, NC 54 Williams, Terry 6-1/338 Fi. Loganville, GA 
So. Durham, NC LINEBACKERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
St. Jacksonville, NC Barnes-Smith, John 5-11/214 Fr Wendell, NC 
CL HOMETOWN — 52 Craig, James 510/203 jr. Richmond, VA 
St. Rocky Mount, NC 5. Dixon, Justin 6-1/228 So. Smithfield, NC 
Je Gastonia, NC 59 Drake, Daniel 6-0/243 Ir Fayetteville, NC 
So. Fort Walton Beach, FL © 31 Geary, Jacob 63/246 Fr. Hillsborough, NC 
So. Saratoga Springs, NY 53 Grove, Jeremy 6-1/228 Fr. ijamsville, MD 
Jr. Ponte Vedra Beach, FL © 49 Holmes, Ty 6-1/233 So. Lexington, NC 


56 Johnson, Derrell 61/259 So. Baltimore, MD 

Kamphuis, Mitchell  6-1/205 So. Garner, NC 
57 McLendon, Lamar 6-0/217 jc Fayetteville, NC 
98 Milner, Matt 6-4/248 So. Raleigh, NC 

Moody, John 6-0/195 Fr Raleigh, NC 
40 Perryman, Cliff 6-1/225 St. Richmond, VA 
10 Powell, Marke 63/220 jr. Troy, NC 
28 Thompson, Matt 6-2/214 St. Mebane, NC 
20 Tudor, Kyle 6-3/233 So. Augusta, GA 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 
4 Allen, Detric 6-0/196 Fr. Norwood, NC 
26 Blacknall, Derek 511/180 Sr. Greensboro, NC 
23 Brown, Desi 62/203 Fr. Webster Groves, MO 
38 Davis, Emanuel 511/190 Sr. Manteo, NC 

Graham, D,J. 510/194 Fr. Leland, NC 
7 Ivey, Lamar 6-1/183 Fr. Mebane, NC 
3 Jacobs, Bradley 510/192 St. Long Beach, MS 
8 Jenkins, Jacobi 6-0/178 Jr Rocky Mount, NC 

Lawrence, Desmond 5-10/173 Fr. Ourham, NC 
11 Magazu, Damon 511/202 So. Charlotte, NC 
22 Mayo-Tapp, Doug 510/202 So, Charlotte, NC 
21 Morgan, Rahkeem  6-0/185 fr. Asheville, NC 
25 Paulk, Leonard 511/192. Columbia, SC 

Sykes, Kristopher 510/181 fr. Conyers, GA 
32 Venable, Justin 671/202 Tf Climax, NC 
31 Wallace, Bill 511/200 Jr. Haw River, NC 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
39 Barbour, Michael (K) 5-10/185 Sr. Oyster Bay, NY 
55 Coggins, Charlie (LS)  6-3/186 Fr. Albemarle, NC 


HEAD COACH: Ruffin McNeill RECORD AT SCHOOL: 6-7 (1 year) CAREER RECORD: 7-7 (1+ years) 


2011 SIGNEES _ 


Chris Baker 
Jeton Beavers 
Zeek Bigger 

Jojo Blanks 
Chevelle Buie 
Reggie Bullock 
Antonio Cannon 
Treshawn Council 
Will Foxx 

Chris Hairston 
Isaac Harris 

Glen Hilliard 
Stewart Hinson 
Dontrill Hyman 
Cody Keith 

John Lattimore 
Domonique Lennon 
Chaz Lowery 
Montese Overton 
Tre Robertson 
Rocco Scarfone 
Terrell Stanley 
Donte Sumpter 
Leroy Vick 
Danny Webster 
Jonathan White 


63 
65 
62 
6-2 
5-9 
5-9 
62 
6-1 
6-2 
6-0 
6-7 
5-10 
67 
6-6 
6-3 


230 
260 
210 
230 
170 
175 
175 
210 
280 
200 
270 
170 
270 
250 
178 
265 
190 
268 
200 
320 
165 
260 
175 
283 
184 
275 


ECU signed 26 players, and a handful of junior 
college players — defensive ends John Latti- 
more and Chris Baker, linebacker Jojo Blanks 
and running back Reggie Bullock — should plug 
into important roles immediately. Coach Ruffin 
McNeill hopes to redshirt prized incoming fresh- 
man tailback Chevelle Buie, who reminds some 
of former Pirate standout Chris Johnson. 
Coaches believe wide receiver Danny Webster 
may be too good to redshirt. 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 88 Lance Lewis (St.) —==————_12. Dayon Arrington (Jr) 
WR 84 Justin Jones (So.) 20 Justin Hardy (Fr.) 


WR 19 Andrew Bodenheimer i) 14 Mike Price (So.) 


WR 22 Michael Bowman (St) 

tt 78 Jordan Davis (So.) 74 Taylor Hudson (Fr.) 

LG 63 Doug Polochak (Sr) Adhem Elsawi (So.) 

C 76 Dalton Faulds (jr.) == 60 Mack Helms (Fr) 

RG 70 Will Simmons (So.) 73 Drew Gentry (Fr.) 

RT 67 GrantHarner(So.) —_79 Stephen Baker (Sr.) 

QB 4 Dominique Davis (St.) 9 ‘Brad Wornick (Jr.) 

RB 35 Michael Dobson (So.) _—=—Reggie Bullock (Jr) 

DEFENSE (5) 

DE__ 56 Derrell Johnson (S0.)_ _ John Lattimore (Jt) 

NT 92 Michael Brooks (Jt) _ 99 Antonio Allison (St.) 
____ 58 Lee Pegues (So) 


DE __ 98 Matt Milner (S0.) _ 
OLB _ 5 Justin Dixon (So.) 56 Derrell johnson (So.) 


MLB 20 Kyle Tudor (So.) Jojo Blanks (jr.) 
MLB 49 Ty Holmes (So.) 53 Jeremy Grove (Fr.) 
98 Matt Milner (So.) 
21 Rahkeem Morgan (Jr.) 
_8 Jacobi Jenkins (Jr) 
32 Justin Venable (Jr.) 
_7 Lamar Ivey (Fr.) 


Danny Webster (Fr. 


(CB 38 Emanuel Davis (Sr) 
(B 26 Derek Blacknall (Sr.) 

SS 3 Bradley Jacobs (Sr.) 
FS_11 Damon Magazu (So0.)_ 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K __39 Michael Barbour (Sr.) 
P12 Ben Ryan (Sr) 


KR 22 Michael Bowman (Sr.) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lincoln Riley DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Mitchell LOCATION: Greenville, N.C. STADIUM: Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium (50,000) 


McNaughton, Phillip (P) 6-1/277 Jr. Taren Point, Australia 
43 Millisor, Matt (K/P)  6-0/200 So, Greensboro, NC 
12 Ryan, Ben (P/K) 6-2/204 St. Marshville, NC 
61 Smith, William (ts) 5-11/261 Sr. Goldsboro, NC 
38 Tignor, Trent (H/P)  6-5/214 So. Hoschton, GA 
2010 RESULTS 
RECORD: 6-7, 5-3 (CUSA) 
Sept. 5 Tulsa Ww 51-49 
Sept. 11. Memphis W 49-27 
Sept. 18 at Virginia Tech L 27-49 
Oct. 2 at North Carolina L 17-42 
Oct. 9 at Southern Miss W 44-43 
Oct. 16 NC State W(ot) 33-27 
Oct. 23 Marshall W 37-10 
Oct. 30 at UCF L 35-49 
Nov. 6 Navy L 35-76 
Nov. 11. at UAB WwW 54-42 
Nov. 20 at Rice L 38-62 
Nov. 26 SMU L(ot) 38-45 
Dec. 29 #Maryland L 20-51 
#Military Bowl 
2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP) §=YDS 1D INT 
Dominique Davis 609 393 3,967 37 16 
Brad Wornick 19 13° ) 138 STERLD 
RUSHING Atr YDS AVG 1D 
Jonathan Williams 154 847, 5.510 
Giavanni Ruffin 85, 384° JAS Pee 
Dominique Davis (ee ee SC) 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Dwayne Harris 101 «1,123 «11.1 «10 
Lance Lewis 89 1,116 125 14 
Jonathan Williams 52 ART) 83H 1 
Michael Bowman BAe V92S 
Andrew Bodenheimer 40) 370 92) 2 


KICKING: Mike Barbour, 16-18 FGs, 56-57 XPs, 104 points 
TACKLES: Dustin Lineback, 119; Melvin Patterson, 94 
SACKS: Two players tied with 3 
INTERCEPTIONS: Bradley Jacobs, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 
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here is optimism in Huntington, W.Va., these days, and for good reason. Even 
though the Herd finished 5—7 in 2010, it won four of its last five. It also extended 


West Viroini: CRT LE WV 17 See ee aa ate aa : we Sept. 4 at West Virginia 

est Virginia to overtime in one of the more exciting games of the season. First-year : 

coach Doc Holliday behaved like a man with considerable job security by playing Sept. 10 Southern Miss 

28 true or redshirt freshman during his debut, establishing a foundation for the future. He Sept. 17 at Ohio 

followed that up by amassing a collection of ’11 recruits that was judged by some to be the Sept. 24 Virginia Tech 

best in C-USA. It is still too early to. consider Marshall a contender, but there can be little Oct. 1 at Louisville 

doubt the day is coming, perhaps as soon as 2012. For now, the Thundering Herd must Oct. 8 atUCF 

be content with making continued progress, although their tough non-conference sched- Oct. 15 Rice 

ule (at WVU, Virginia Tech, at Louisville) doesn’t leave a lot of room for big jumps. Oct. 22 at Houston 

QUARTERBACKS Even though Brian Anderson slumped considerably last season after lead- Oct. 29 UAB 

ing the Herd to a bowl victory in 2009, he was an experienced hand under center. His depar- Nov. 12 at Tulsa 

ture means Marshall must find a starter from a trio of inexperienced candidates, including Nov. 19 atMemphis 
Nov. 26 East Carolina 


THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


Doc Holliday’s first season at Marshall was a mixed bag, with the Thundering Herd starting 1-6 but 
closing strong to finish with a 5-7 mark. Eight starters are back on defense — most notably end 
Vinny Curry — but the offense has to get better if Marshall wants to be a factor in the MAC East. 
The talent level is improving under Holliday, but the issues on offense, combined with a tough 
schedule — the Herd plays both Houston and Tulsa from the West (and both on the road) in leaque 
play — will prevent Marshall from playing in the postseason. 


sophomore Eddie Sullivan, who completed just 6-of-24 throws last year. Sullivan, a former 
Wake Forest commit, has decent mobility. Sophomore A.J. Graham is big (6'4", 208) and ath- 
letic with good speed and was the former Mr. Football in Florida. Graham had a small edge com- 
ing out of spring, but don’t be surprised if both play early on. 


RUNNING BACKS On a team with such inexperience at quarterback, it’s usually good 
news to return the top three runners from the previous year — unless none of them topped 
350 yards, and the team averaged a mere 3.4 yards per carry. Juniors Martin Ward (345 
yards) and Andre Booker (264) and sophomore Tron Martinez (262) are ready to take the 
next step in their development. That might not be easy, since Marshall loses three offen- 
sive line starters from last year, and since Booker spent much of the spring at wide receiver. 
A pair of freshmen, Travon Van and Steward Butler, will help bolster the position. 


RECEIVERS This group isn’t in much better shape than the running backs. Marshall 
does return junior receiver Aaron Dobson, who led the team with 44 catches and five 
scores last year, and expects junior Antavious Wilson, who struggled with knee problems 
but caught 29 balls and scored five times, to be ready to go. But after that, there isn’t a 
whole lot beyond senior Troy Evans (21 receptions), who is a solid possession receiver. Ex- 
pect to see freshmen Levern Jacobs and Craig Wilkins in the rotation early, and pay at- 
tention when freshman Conelius Jones hits the field. He’s a multi-talented athlete. 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Trying to get a handle on this spot isn’t easy. The anchor is sen- 
ior left tackle Ryan Tillman, while senior John Bruhin should take over the center spot, pro- 


vided his back is all right. Sophomore Garrett Scott is the expected starter at left guard, and 
senior C.J. Wood could play either the guard or tackle spot on the right side. 


VINNY CURRY 


2010 RANKINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The main man here is senior end Vinny Curry, who registered 12 ae oe ppg bs ey 
sacks last year and is one of the most productive defensive players in the league. Sophomore passin H N74 Hs 9 63 
Trevor Black is expected to take over the other end spot, provided junior college newcomer Total 3143 yo 11 103 


Terry Franklin, who signed with Oklahoma out of high school, doesn’t grab the position. 
Sophomore Brandon Sparrow and senior Delvin Johnson are the top tackles, with senior 


Defense PerGame CUSA National 


Brandon Bullock in reserve. “yall Hi ia : E 

LINEBACKERS The loss of Mario Harvey, who led the team in tackles last year and made Passing 240.8 ypg 6 94 

stops behind enemy lines 17.5 times, hurts. Expect senior Kellen Harris to take his spot on Total 386.0 ypg 4 W 

the weak side, with savvy senior Tyson Gale in the middle and junior Devin Arrington at TOMargin__PerGame _C-USA_National 
5 0.50 6 88 


strong-side backer. True freshman Armonze Daniel will get on the field quickly. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS All four starters return here, led by safeties Omar Brown and Don- 
ald Brown (no relation). Each picked off three passes last year. The corners belong to soph- 
omores Monterius Lovett and Darryl Roberts, with senior Rashad Jackson serving as a 


quality backup. 
SPECIALISTS This area must improve. Senior kicker Tyler Warner made just 5-of-8 tries 


last year, while senior punter Kase Whitehead’s 40.1-yard average was pedestrian, and he 
had two boots blocked. The good news is that Evans and Booker are strong return men. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


7 


LITTLE CAESARS 
Randy Snyder/Icon SMI 


2006 2007 2008 


ATHLON SPORTS 


2011 MARSHALL ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 79 Lovell, Josh 6-6/266 Fr. Christchurch, VA 27. Mitchell, Billy 63/223 So. Navarre, FL 
1 Graham, AJ. 6-4/208 So. Tallahassee, FL 65 Martin, Darrell 6-5/298 So. Lithonia, GA 45. Pickett, Matt 62/227 So. Charlotte, NC 
17 Jones, Conelius 62/190 Fr. Spartanburg, SC. 69 Mendelson, Trevor 6-6/285 Fr. Dublin, OH 20 Robinson, Brian 6-0/180 Fr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
10 Sullivan, Eddie 6-2/195 So. Boca Raton, FL 61 Rumley, David 6-3/250 It Gallipolis, OH 33 Ross, TJ. 6-0/215 So. Durham, NC 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 74 Schooler, Alex 6-6/290 So. Wichita, KS. 55 Wellman, Zach 6-1/225 Fr. Huntington, WV 
2 Martinez, Tron 5-9/186 So. Hampton, VA 76 Scott, Garrett 6-4/270 So Douglas, GA DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
42 Taliaferro, Essray 5-8/178 So. Ashburn, VA 70 Tenney, Corey 6-7/295 So. New Castle, VA 49. Barr, Josh 5-8/195 So. Wayne, WV 
29 Ward, Martin 5-9/201 Je Jonesboro, GA 73 Tillman, Ryan 6-5/289 St Centreville, VA 18 Brown, Donald 6-0/182 i Frostproof, FL 
RECEIVERS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 75 Wood, CJ. 6-5/305 Sr. Gainesville, GA 31 Brown, Omar 511/194 St. Moncks Corner, SC 
11 Bonner, Wayne 6-3/199 Sr. Milledgeville, GA DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL HOMETOWN —7 Carper, Tyrone 5-9/180 St. Bluefield, VA 
19 Booker, Andre 510/178 Jr. Sarasota, FL 97 Aiken, Marques 6-4/248 So, Lauderhill, FL 23 Ferguson, Evan 6-0/180 Fr Coal Grove, OH 
3 Dobson, Aaron 63/203 ile Ounbar, WV 43. Black, Trevor 62/227 So. Charlotte, NC 14 Green, Morrese 510/190 FF. Atlanta, GA 
88 Evans, Demetrius 62/180 So. Belle Glade, FL 93 Bullock, Brandon 63/361 St. Egg Harbor City, NJ 22 Hunter, DJ. 6-0/196 Ft. Middletown, OH 
4 Evans, Troy 5-9/196 Sr. Oakland, CA 99 Curry, Vinny 6-4/252 Sr. Neptune, Nj 5 Jackson, Rashad 5-9/178 St. Belle Glade, FL 
84 Garrett, Dameon 6-0/200 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 98 Johnson, Delvin 6-3/300 St. Woodruff, SC 38 Johnson, Joe 511/173 ‘Fr. New Smyrna Beach, FL 
28 Kelson, Jermaine 5-8/170 So. Miami, FL 95. Kerr, Grady 62/260 Fr. New Smyrna Beach, FL 36 Lovett, Monterius 510/166 So. Tallahassee, FL 
24 King, Isaiah 511/180 Fr. Duncan, SC 91 Moody, Darien 6-3/230 Fr. Columbus, OH 30 McKelvey, Evan 6-1/185 Fr. Moncks Corner, SC 
82 Sims, Eric 6-2/180 Fr. Waco, TX 92 Rouse, James 6-5/231 So.  Hafrisonburg, VA 44 Mitchell, Derek 511/200 So. Point Pleasant, WV 
80 Waiters, Raheem 6-2/188 Fr. Quincy, WV 96 Sparrow, Brandon 6-4/270 So Bedford, VA 39 Roberts, Darryl 511/154 So. Lakeland, FL 
9 Wilson, Antavious 6-0/196 Ie Pahokee, FL 52 Strong, Malcolm 6-4/230 Fr. Stone Mountain, GA 32 Robinson, Derek 510/170 Fr. Davie, FL 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 58 Taylor, Jeremiah 6-4/270 So. South Point, OH 6 Warren, Phillip 510/175 Fr Miami, FL 
21 Crawford, CJ. 62/216 $0. Huntington, WV LINEBACKERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 28 Wilson, Corie 5-10/170 Fr. Miami, FL 
86 Hatten, Jamie 6-5/238 J. Hendersonville, NC 25 Arrington, Devin 6-2/207 Ir Portsmouth, VA SPECIALISTS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
26 Hoskins, Harold 62/200 So. Gainesville, FL 53 Bazzie, Alex 6-1/228 So. Silver Spring, MD 94. Allison, Andy (LS) 6-4/185 Fr. Newport News, VA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT rc HOMETOWN 54 Brown, Cameron 6-1/220 Fr. Sharon, PA 34 Brody, George (K) 62/205 Fr. Huntington, WV 
62 Allen, james 62/200 Fr. Bradenton, FL 48 Carpenter, George  5-10/214 Sr. Lancaster, OH 23 Haig, Justin (K) 510/180 Fr _ Delray Beach, FL 
63 Bowers, Chris 6-2/287 Jr Ona, WV 34 Dunston, Zach 6-1/188 So. Virginia Beach, VA 95 Power, James (LS)  6-3/225 Fr. Myrtle Beach, SC 
64 Bruhin, John 6-4/318 Sr. Powell, IN 57. Fletcher, Anthony 63/200 Ft. Amherst, VA 20 Stevens, Nick (K) 58/175 So. Gallipolis, OH 
60 Jasperse, Chris 6-4/270 Ft. Greensboro, NC 47. Gale, Tyson 63/234 St Alva, OK 37 Warner, Tyler (K) 6-4/215 St. Parkersburg, WV 
77 Jeffries, Jordan 6-7/304 So. Oswego, IL 35 Harris, Kellen 63/232 Sr Sharon, PA 41 Whitehead, Kase (P) 5-10/183 Sr. Maryville, TN 


HEAD COACH: Doc Holliday RECORD AT SCHOOL: 5-7 (1 year) CAREER RECORD: 5-7 (1 year) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Bill Legg, Tony Petersen DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chris Rippon LOCATION: Huntington, W.Va. STADIUM: Joan C. Edwards Stadium (38, 019) 


2011 SIGNEES | 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-7, 4-4 (C-USA) 


Davonte Allen WR 6-1 ~—-180 oe 
Chris Alston WR 511185 DEPTH CHART =: 2 ssiesze De eas 
Keith Baxter DB 5-11 180 Sept. 10 West Virginia L (ot) 21-24 
Steward Butler RB 5-10 170 Sept. 18 at Bowling Green L 28-44 
Cortez Carter ATH 6-0 210 OFFENSE (4) Sept. 25 Ohio W 24-23 
Rakeem Cato. QB 61 = 170 MRSS: Karon Robson (i) 11, Way Bonet (50) F Oct. 2 at Southern Miss L 16-41 
Armonze Daniel LB 6-4 = 225 WR 9 Antavious Wilson (Jr.) 17 Conelius jones (Fr.) ~ 
Terry Franklin DE 6-4 235 ae eS ae Oct. 13 UCF l 14°35 
Blake Frohnapfel QB. «65.210 WR 4 Troy Evans(St) _19 Andre Booker(t)__ | ct, 23 at East Carolina L 10-37 
Eric Frohnapfel TE 6-6 210 tT 73 Ryan Tillman (st) __—_—_—70 Corey Tenney (So.) _ Oct. 30 UTEP w 16-12 
Jermaine Holmes 1B 5-11 230 LG _76 Garrett Scott (So.) 74 Alex Schooler (S0.) Nov. 6 atUAB W 31-17 
Levern Jacobs WR 6-0 165 € _ 64 John Bruhin (Sr.) 63 Chris Bowers (Jt.) Nov. 13 Memphis W 28-13 
Conelius Jones wR 62 195 apse ; 
Josue Joseph OL 6:4 275 RG 75 CJ. Wood(S.) 60 Chris Jasperse (Fr) Nov. 20 at SMU L 17331 
Jamar Lewter OL 68 280 RI 77 Jordan Jeffries (60) __79 Josh Lovell (Ft) Nov. 27 Tulane W 38-23 
Evan McKelvey Se VS Gis TE _ 86 Jamie Hatten (jr.) 21 CJ. Crawford (S0.) 
ae see me iM a QB ‘1 AJ. Graham (So.) 10 Eddie Sullivan (S0.) 
ft Mincey SS 

Colin Munro OL 6-5 310 RS_29 Martin Word (jr) __2. Tron'Martiner (Sc) 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
DeAndre Reaves ATH 5-10 180 
Jarquez Samuel DE 6-5 240 panes () PASSING ATT COMP YDS TO INT 
Tommy Shuler WR 5-9 185 DE _ 99 Vinny Curry (Sr.) 52 Malcolm Strong (Fr. Brian Anderson 384-218-2358 «20 «15 
Anthony Spano OL 62 275 DT —_ 96 Brandon Sparrow (So.) 93 Brandon Bullock (St.) Eddie Sullivan 24 bie The eo 
Travon Van RB 510 190 OT 98 Delvin Johnson (Sr.) 97 Marques Aiken (So.) RUSHING AT YDS AVG TD 
Remi Watson RB 5-17 195 - lack anklin (| , 
Robert Way iB 62 200 DE 43 Trevor Black (So.) Terry Franklin (jr.) Martin Ward 9% 345 se. 
Deontae West DB «5-10-—«1170 LB 25 Devin Arrington (jr.) 48 George Carpenter (Sr.) Andre Booker 67 264 3.9 
Craig Wilkins WR 5-11 180 LB _47 Tyson Gale (Sr.) _ 33; TJRoss'(Sa) Tron Martinez 7% «6262—O34 
Corie Wilson DB 510170 18 35 Kellen Harris (St. Armonze Daniel (Fr) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Doc Holliday has a reputation for being able to CG 36 Monterius Lovett (So.) 6 Phillip Warren (Fr.) Aaron Dobson 44 689 «15.75 
i ee ha a he mee seh (B 39 Darryl Roberts (So.) 5 Rashad Jackson (Sr.) rs Smith i “i e a : 

is class, cortalling 12 players from the Sun- ee me eae avious Wilson i 
shine State. Among the highlights is Armonze SEE reer nee) 30 Bran Neeley () chuck Walker % 29 «841 
Daniel, who was offered a scholarship by four S31 Omar Brown (st) _____38 Joe Johnson (Fr.)_ Courtney Edmonson 5 298 «119:~=C(« 
bath opal ton att inant SPECIAL TEAMS KICKING: Tyler Warner, 5-8 FGs, 31-32 XPs, 46 points 
signed with Florida before taking a year at prep K 37 Tyler Warner (St) KR. 4 Troy Evans (St) pe gece Mario Harvey, 143; Vinny Curry, 94 
school and was coveted by the Gators, USC and P 41 Kase Whitehead (Sr) PR 4 Troy Evans (St.) SACKS: Vinny Curry, 12; Mario Harvey, 8.5 
Miami before choosing the Herd. INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 3 
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PREDICTION 


o much for the honeymoon phase. University of Memphis football coach Larry 
Porter returned to his alma mater last year and struggled through rough seas 
during his maiden voyage. The Tigers lost 11 games for the first time in the pro- 
grams nearly 100-year history as Porter dealt with a lack of consistency on both 


Sept. 1 Mississippi State 
Sept. 10 at Arkansas State 
sides of the ball. Sept. 17 Austin Peay 


With the majority of his veteran staff returning and several key offensive and defensive Sept. 24 SMU 
players back, Porter is hoping to right the ship. Among his first moves after last season was Oct. 1 at Middle Tennessee 


incorporating more of a spread-oriented attack, mindful that playing in Conference USA Oct. 8 atRice 
requires the ability to score points in bunches. Porter is hoping the changes will boost an Oct. 15 East Carolina 
offense that ranked 119th nationally in scoring (14.4 ppg) and 117th overall (285.0 ypg). Oct. 22 at Tulane 

You ask me what did I learn in my first year?” Porter says. “I learned you've got to score ; (F 
points in this league, so we're going to be more spread-ish.” ae 2 7 


Nov. 19 Marshall 


2011 PROJECTION: 1-11, 0-8 C-USA ey yy 26 at Souttiem Miss 


Larry Porter's first season at his alma mater was a disaster. The Tigers won only one game, and 
only one conference game was decided by fewer than 10 points. {t’s hard to see much improve- 
ment in 2011. The offense is transitioning to a spread attack, and the quarterback position is a 
question mark. The defense ranked near the bottom of the conference last year, and the back 
seven needs a lot of work. Outside of a game against FCS foe Austin Peay, there’s not a sure win 
on the schedule. 


QUARTERBACKS Junior college transfer Andy Summerlin sits atop the depth chart. 
Summerlin was in the mix last year but injured his shoulder in the spring and missed the 
season. He took the reps with the No. 1 offense in the spring, but should get healthy com- 
petition from freshman dual-threat Taylor Reed, a 6'3" lefthander who led his El Dorado 
(Ark.) High program to back-to-back state championships. 


RUNNING BACKS After failing to produce a 1,000-yard rusher for only the third time 
since 2002, the Tigers aren't expected to spring a back for 1,000 yards this fall, either. The 
team’s top returning rusher is sophomore Jerrell Rhodes, a backup last year who rushed for 
469 yards and a touchdown. Rhodes, a hard-nosed, physical between-the-tackles runner, 
is expected to receive help from mid-year enrollee Jamere Valentine, a 6'1", 215-pound 
junior college transfer who was signed as a receiver. 


RECEIVERS Junior Marcus Rucker returns as the team’s deep threat and most experi- 
enced receiver after catching 41 passes for 704 yards and eight touchdowns. Also back is 
senior Tannar Rehrer, a possession receiver who had 23 receptions for 284 yards. The © 
team’s second-leading receiver, Jermaine McKenzie, opted not to return for his senior sea- 
son. Porter is banking on two members of his 2010 recruiting class — Kevin Wrightand © 
Reggie Travis — to step up. Both sat out last season as redshirts. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN The only returning starter up front is senior left tackle Ron ge 
Leary, who began his career blocking in a spread offense and will end it that way. Leary ~~ 
will be joined by left guard Al Bond, a redshirt freshman. Center Michael Antonsl  —————__— 
lends some experience, having started two games last season. The right side will include 
newcomers D’Angelo McCray, a former defensive lineman, and Jordan Devey, a junior MARCUS RUCKER 


college transfer who did not play in high school because of a knee condition. 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN he strength of the defense, and perhaps the team, will be the de- 2010 RANKINGS 


fensive front. Tackles Frank Trotter and Dontari Poe have the ability to play at the next level. Offense PerGame C-USA National 
Trotter, a senior, finished second on the unit with 80 tackles and had a team-best 16.5 Scoring 14.4ppg 12 119 
tackles for a loss. Poe, a 6'5", 350-pound junior, played the role of run-stopper, but also Rushing 91.6ypg 12 = (116 
spent an inordinate amount of time in opposing backfields. Passing = 193.4 ypg. 11 81 
Total 285.0ypg 12 117 
LINEBACKERS Former Auburn Tiger DeRon Furr has battled migraines at various times Gatense PerGame CUSA National 
during his career but is a playmaker. He had seven tackles for a loss a year ago and was the Scoring 398ppg 11117 
second among linebackers with 58 stops. Joining the unit will be junior college transfer Rushing 171.9 ypg 8 81 
Kenyata Johnson. Local product Fred Harvey could be a factor, too. Passing  288.8ypg 10 116 
Total 460.7ypg 11 115 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The Tigers have been among the lowest-rated pass defenses in C- 
USA the past two seasons. Returning, though, will be several players who have a chance to 
develop into productive defensive backs, including a pair of sophomore cornerbacks — 
Mohammed Seisay, who was impressive in spring workouts, and Taurean Nixon. Safety 


Derek Smith is expected to return after missing the 2010 season with a knee injury. 5-YEAR WIN TREND 


SPECIALISTS Porter found a diamond in the outback last year, convincing former Aus- 
tralian Rules Football player Tom Hornsey to handle the punting duties. Hornsey earned 
Freshman All-America honors by averaging 42.7 yards per punt. Junior Paulo Henriques 
is a productive veteran who made 14-of-18 field goal attempts. The U of M’s return game 
was abysmal, ranking 120th, or last, in punt returns and 117th in kick returns. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 
“13 1.08 12 118 


Joe Murphy 


2009 2010 


2011 MEMPHIS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT a HOMETOWN 14 ‘Furr, DeRon 63/230 Ir Columbus, GA 
10 Gilchrist, Will 6-1/190 So Savannah, IN 71 Antonescu, AJ. 63/275 So. Ridgeland, MS 42. Harvey, Fred 6-0/225 Fr. Memphis, TN 
12 Summerlin, Andy 6-5/220 Ir. Apopka, FL 61 Antonescu, Michael 6-3/290 Sr. Ridgeland, MS. 44 Holloway, Ricky 6-1/235 Jr Somerville, TN 
11 Williams, Ryan 6-5/225 So. Pembroke Pines, FL 54 Bond, Al 6-5/290 Ft. Memphis, IN 10 Johnson, Kenyata 6-1/220 je Jackson, MS 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT ra HOMETOWN 64 Devey, Jordan 6-7/345 Je American Fork, UT 53. Jones, Melvin 6-0/245 it. Riverside, CA 
46. Br00ks, Hunter 64/240 Re 4 Germantown u ae re i an = 23 Thomas, Terrence 6-0/225 St. Eufaula, AL 
23 Calvin, Casey 5-6/195 Fr. Memphis, TN og ponald ears sek Lebel DEFENSIVE BACKS, — HT/WE HOMETOWN 
36 Grayson, Jarvious 510/210 ft. Tutwiles, MS Las /: ca 7 Ballentine, Lonnie © 6-4/215 =~ So. Memphis, TN 
40. Hayes, Brandon 5-9/195 Fi. Chicago, IL 6 meses sire 64/325 St._—_Jacksonville, FL 4-avis, Akeem 61/190 In Laurel, MS 
56 Schuetz, Chris 6-3/260 So. Southaven, MS 5 : aos 
22 Rhodes, Jerrell 540/215 So. Durham, NC 19 Edwards, Lavaris, = 60/200 St. Miami, FL 
88 Valentine, jamere  6-1/215 je Myrtle Beach, sc DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 15 Hayes, Anthony -6-0/210 So. Memphis, TN 
93 Cathey, Dasmine 6-4/210 St. Memphis, TN 41._Huelsing, Mitch 6-0/205 Ir. Munford, TN 
RECEIVERS Hi/wE HOMETOWN 39 Clark, Devin 62/255 Ft. Batesville, MS-_ 37. Johnson, Adam 6-0/185 J. __ Philadelphia, PA 
1 Baker, Cam 60/165 St Osceola, AR 59 Farms, johnnie 62/305 So, Perry, GA 19 Jones, Blayze 6-0/175 Ft. __ Birmingham, AL 
6 Foster, Billy 510/185 StF. Lauderdale, FL 95 Gholson, zach 64/235 It Carlsbad, CA 30. Nixon, Taurean 61/190 So, Baton Rouge, LA 
86 Johnson, Curtis 6-0/185 ft Miami, FL 97 jfedi, Martin 63/260 Ft. Houston, 1X 12 Seisay, Mohammed  6-2/200 So. __—_ Springfield, VA 
45 Pearson, Jojo 510/170 So. West Point, MS_ 94 Jones, Corey 63/260 So. Memphis, IN 5 Smith, Cannon 6-0/190 ft Memphis, TN 
85. Rehrer, Tannar 64/175 St Orem, UT 51 Moyer, Conner 63/230 Ft. —_— Collierville, IN 34 Smith, Derek 61/215 So. «Evergreen, AL 
18 Rucker, Marcus 6-4/180 It Memphis, IN 74. Poe, Dontari 65/350 J. Memphis, IN 27 Ward, Perrance 6-0/205 J. —- West Point, MS 
e ae Jeff sates = 4 aaa 55 Robinson, Jimny ve So. Memphis, TN SPECIALISTS HI/WT rel HOMETOWN 
Wee reggie / f. jaquemine, 90 Thomas, Daniel 6-2/255 St. Vicksburg, MS 34 Diamond, Andrew (K/P)6-4/195 Fr. Jackson, MS 
sd oD ge SS Mobile, AL 9 Henriques, Paulo (K) 5-10/230 J. West Memphis, AR 
TIGHT ENDS Hw womerown 70 Walker, Tommy 63/280 St. Munford, TN 43 Hornsey, Tom (P) 64/215 So. Geelong, Austalia 
47 Ene-Ita, Andrew 63/250 St. Houston, IX LINEBACKERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 50 Singles, Jeremy (DS) — 6-1/160 Je Memphis, TN 
48 Henderson, Justin 6-2/240 So. N. Little Rock, AR 25 Battle, Khiry 6-0/220 Jr Dacula, GA 38 Spurlock, Tyler (K)  6-0/185 Fr. Olive Branch, MS 
80 Johnson, Brooks 6-4/225 So. Decatur, AL 31 Bertucci, Chris 6-0/200 JR. Gulfport, MS. 92 Weaver, Austin (P/H) 5-10/190 Jr Germantown, TN 
HEAD COACH: Larry Porter RECORD AT SCHOOL: 1-11 (1 year) CAREER RECORD: 1-11 (1 year) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Blake Miller, Eric Price DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Hopson LOCATION: Memphis, Tenn. STADIUM: Liberty Bow! (61,000) 
2011 SIGNEES 2010 RESULTS 
LaMarvin Ashley ATH 510 165 pap ogee! ; 
Reggis Ball 1) 541 200 DEPTH CHART Sept. 4 at Mississippi State L 7-49 
Ryan Byrd ATH = 6-0 170 Sept. 11. _at East Carolina L 27-49 
ba eed 3 5 a OFFENSE (3) Sept. 18 Middle Tennessee W 24-17 
Jordan Devey ol 6-6 320 WR 6 Billy Foster (Sr.) 1 Cam Baker (Sr.) Sept. 25 at UTEP L 13-16 
Sa Fey si es WR _ 86 Curtis Johnson (Jt. 85 Tannar Rehrer (St.) Oct. 2 — Tulsa L 7-48 
Artaves Gibson RB 6220 WR _ 18 Marcus Rucker (Jt-) 83 Kevin Wright (Fr) Oct. 9 at Louisville L 0-56 
Monte Golden ol 62 301 Lt 75 Ronald Leary (Sr) 54 Al Bond (Fr.) Oct. 16 Southern Miss L 19-41 
ay a tet 1G 54 Al Bond (Ft) ___60 Ricky Hart (50, Oct. 30 Houston L 17-56 
Charles Harris [6s woz 215 € 61 Michael Antonescu (St) _56 Chris Schuetz (So.) Nov. 6 Tennessee l 14-50 
Domonique Harris QB 6-5 225 RG 66 D'Angelo McCray (Sr.) 71 AJ. Antonescu (So.) Nov. 13 at Marshall L 13-28 
cate, S| neg) reine | ne 20 Casa 
Ricky Hunter oT 64 280 TE 80 Brooks Johnson (So.) __—_—_48 Justin Henderson (So.) Nov. 27 UCE L 17-37 
Jermaine Johnson WR 63 170 QB 12 Andy Summerlin (jr) Taylor Reed (Ft.) 
oe a Hs a RB 22 Jerrell Rhodes (So.) 88 Jamere Valentine (Jr) 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
cette ye foe (4) es PASSING AIT COMP YDS TD INT 
Donald Pennington «OTS 62300 E__90 Daniel Thomas (Sc) _97 Martin edi (Ft)_} Ryan Wiliams 290 165 2,075 1310 
Joe Price R59 15 OT 74 Dontari Poe (jt) _—_—_—_59 Johnnie Farms (S0.) Cannon Smith 3) 2a) 2G aati 
Terry Redden oT 62 285 DT 62 Frank Trotter (Sr.) 70 Tommy Walker (Sr.) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG ID 
ea a Cees DE 94 Corey jones So.) __—_-93Dasmine Cathey (St) Gregory Ray NW eM 
Jamere Valentine R615 1B 44 Ricky Holloway (J) _—_—42 Fred Harvey (Ft.) Jerrell Rhodes 16 (4690 4.001 
Perrance Ward 0B 6-0 205 LB 10 Kenyata Johnson (Jr.) _ 31 Chris Bertucci (jr) Jeremy Longstreet I APES 1) 
When he began putting together his second re- LB 14 DeRon Fur (Jr.) 23 Terrence Thomas (Sr.) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
cruiting class, Larry Porter knew he'd have to (B 30 Taurean Nixon (So.) 19 Lavaris Edwards (St. Marcus Rucker 41 704 #172 «8 
mae ere nen i MAY git Go)__ Tuma) | Jemite idee 
dan Devey and former Hargrave (Va.) Military $5_24-Akeem Davis(r)_"_5 Cannon smith () rae hal >» 230 405 0 
Academy standout Taylor Fallin. Despite the FS 34 Derek Smith (So.) 41 Mitch Huelsing (Jr) Gregory Ray 17 13 102 1 
Llu abehlebal he daa SPECIAL TEAMS KICKING: Paulo Henriques, 14-18 FGs, 17-18 XPs, 59 points 
of El Dorado, Ark., and Domonique Harris of K 98 Paulo Henriques (Jr) KR 6 Billy Foster (Sr.)_ TACKLES: Jamon Hughes, 147; Frank Trotter, 80 
Southaven, Miss., who passed for 2,208 yards P 43 Tom Hornsey (So.) PR 86 Curtis Johnson (J) SACKS: Three players tied with 3 


and 36 touchdowns as a senior. 


INTERCEPTIONS: Three players tied with 2 
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~ fensive tackle Khyri Thornton helped his status by dropping nearly 45 pounds during the 


is 


efense still wins championships. As offensively oriented as fourth-year coach Larry 
Eedoes has made Southern Miss, the Golden Eagles have failed to enjoy De suc- Sept. 3 Louisiana Tech 
cess they covet — a Conference USA title — because of their defensive short- 
comings. In 2010, Southern Miss ranked 99th nationally in pass defense and 47th Sept. 10 at Marshall 
in total defense. To address the deficiency, Fedora hired a new defensive coordinator, Dan Sept. 17 _ SE Louisiana 
Disch, after last season, and Disch ditched the 4-3 base look and installed a 4-2-5 that Sept. 24 at Virginia 


Golden Eagles fans hope will revive a program known for its stout defenses through the Oct. 1 = Rice 
years. Fedora likes the potential and hopes it takes the Eagles to their first C-USA title since Oct. 8 atNavy 
the conference split into East and West Divisions in 2005. Oct. 22 SMU 


QUARTERBACKS Senior Austin Davis has a total grasp of the offense and is on the verge Oct. 29 at UTEP : 
of breaking the remaining school passing records he doesn't hold. Last year he threw 20 Nov. 5 at East Carolina 


touchdowns — to pass Brett Favre and Lee Roberts on the school’s career TD chart — and Nov. 12 UCF 
was intercepted only six times. Southern Miss will not have an experienced backup to call Nov. 17 at UAB 
upon. Chris Campbell got most of the work with the second unit in the spring. Nov. 26 Memphis 


THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 9-3, 6-2 C-USA 


The Golden Eagles were a couple of plays away from playing for the CUSA title last year, with two 
conference losses coming by one point. The pieces are in place to challenge for the East title again, 
especially with the return of quarterback Austin Davis. The defense suffered key losses along the 
interior of the line and in the secondary, but five starters return. With games against UCF and SMU 
at home and Tulsa and Houston absent from the schedule, the Golden Eagles should have every 
opportunity to win the East division in 2011. POSTSEASON: ARMED FORCES BOWL VS. BYU 


RUNNING BACKS Sophomore Kendrick Hardy emerged from a pack of running backs 
last season and led the Golden Eagles in rushing. He's a powerful back with the ability to 
separate from defensive backs in the open field. Junior Desmond Johnson, who had a solid 
spring, has been highly regarded since arriving from Yazoo City (Miss.) High School. An- 
other junior, 5'9" Tracy Lampley, is expected to be a factor, too. 


RECEIVERS Kelvin Bolden, who has a knack for making catches in key situations, led 
the Golden Eagles with six touchdown receptions and 722 receiving yards. Quentin Pierce, 
a5'11" junior, ranked third on the team in catches (38) and yards (454), and both his pass 
attempts went for touchdowns. Sophomore Dominique Sullivan (6'4", 190) possesses a 32- 
inch vertical leap and could be a nightmare in the red zone for defensive backs. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN eft tackle Lamar Holmes, left guard Joe Duhon and right tackle 
Thomas Edenfield return for a unit that paved the way for 200.9 yards rushing per game. 
Helping bolster the line will be the return of tackle Jason Weaver, a senior who missed 
most of last season with a knee injury. Austin Quattrochi moves into the center position 
vacated by three-year starter Cameron Zipp. Quattrochi, who has been timed at 4.79 sec- 
onds in the 40-yard dash, is seen as more athletic than his predecessor. Sophomore Ed 
Preston should take over at right guard. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Defensive end Cordarro Law is an all-conference candidate who 
should flourish in the new scheme. He led the team with six sacks a year ago and ranked 2010 RANKINGS 
second with 11.5 tackles for a loss. Sophomore Octavius Thomas has the potential to be a 
disruptive rush end. A former high school basketball player, he runs a 4.6 40-yard dash. De- 


cont 


AUSTIN DAVIS 


Offense PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 36.9 ppg 3 15 
Rushing  200.9ypg 2 20 


offseason and has the athleticism to be a dominanting defender. Terrance Pope is a veteran Passing -252.5ypq. 6 35 
whose six tackles for a loss ranked third on the team. Total 453.4 ypq 3 18 
LINEBACKERS Vereran linebacker Korey Williams, the team’s leading tackler a year ago, Defense PerGame USA National 
missed valuable time in Disch’s new defense during the spring while recovering from a Scoring 29.5 ppg 5 Bi 
sports hernia. He had a team-leading 14.5 tackles a loss and paced the team in total tack- Rushing = 113.0ypg «213 


les for the second straight year. Ronnie Thornton has been a model of consistency with 175 ea iN ypg : 7 
tackles the past two seasons. Look for Jamie Collins, the most athletic defender, to play a Wis 356.4 ypg 
hybrid defensive end/linebacker position. He was the team’s No. 2 tackler in 2010. TO Margin — PerGame C-USA National 


+9 +0.69 2 20 
DEFENSIVE BACKS jJacorius Cotton moves into the free safety position with an attitude. 
Corton has good speed and enjoys being physical. Cornerback Deron Wilson started as a 5-YEAR WIN TREND 


freshman and led the team with 12 pass deflections, in addition to intercepting three passes. 
Strong safety Kendrick Presley is a veteran who led the secondary with 63 tackles. Fedora 
likes the added speed his defense will have with an additional safety or nickel back. 


SPECIALISTS The Eagles will have one of the strongest kicking games in C-USA with the 


= 

| 

| 
oo 


return of Lou Groza finalist Danny Hrapmann and punter Peter Boehme. Hrapmann was S 2 2 5 = 
26-of-31 last year and led C-USA in scoring, while Boehme has had 45 of 104 punts downed z S ES s 3 
inside the 20 the past two years. Lampley is proficient returning both kickoffs and punts. 3 zz zs 32 a Z 

2006 —2007-~=«2008+~=—«2009 +2010 = 


ATHLON SPORTS 


2011 SOUTHERN MISS ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS 

13 Campbell, Chris 
12 Davis, Austin 
16 Favor, Arsenio 
RUNNING BACKS 

29 Hardy, Kendrick 
21 Hester, Jeremy 
36 Johnson, Bruce 
7 Johnson, Desmond 
1 Lampley, Tracy 
25 Sanders, Darrell 
26 Woodyard, Jamal 
RECEIVERS 

80 Balentine, Ryan 
17 Bolden, Kelvin 
85 Hill, Khiary 

87 Llanos, Francisco 
83 McCloud, Gary 
85 Pierce, Quentin 
88 Pivnick, Michael 
82 Prince, Rashun 
86 Sims, Justin 

27 Spight, William 
18 Sullivan, Dominique 
23 Triplett, Markese 
TIGHT ENDS 

81 Hanks, Ryan 

41 Smith, Ross 

84 Weathersby, Mark 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
51 Barnes, Darius 
61 Brady, james 
65 Brown, 0.C. 


HI/WT 
6-4/197 
62/200 
63/226 

HT/WT 
6-0/217 
5-6/172 
59/227 
511/195 
5-9/169 
5-8/182 
5-8/200 

HI/WT 
64/176 
6-0/161 
511/151 
5-8/159 
511/205 
541/176 
63/201 
6-0/176 
51/166 
510/169 
6-4/190 
6-4/197 

HT/WT 
6-5/231 
63/29 
6-1/250 
HT/WT 
6-4/315 
6-4/277 
6-2/305 


HOMETOWN 70 Brown, Vincent 6-5/313 So. Miami, FL 
Collierville, IN 74 D'Angelo, Casey 5-11/268 Fr. — Madisonville, LA 
Meridian, MS 63 Draper, Zach 6-2/354 Fr. Tenner, AL 
Montgomery, AL 68 Duhon, Joe 6-2/295 Jr Lake Charles, LA 
HOMETOWN 75 Edenfield, Thomas  6-5/293 St. Jacksonville, FL 
Monticello, MS 76 Fowler, David 6-3/305 Fr Daphne, AL 
Panama City, FL 78 Guerry, Jonathan 6-4/302 So. Columbus, MS 
Alpharetta, GA 72 Holmes, Lamar 6-6/336 St. Gastonia, NC 
Yaz00 City, MS 79 Peterson, Taylor 6-4/299 Ft. Auburn, AL 
Waynesboro, MS 77 ‘Preston, Ed 6-4/302 So. Bacliff, TX 
Midfield, AL 62 Quattrochi, Austin 6-3/289 Je. Marietta, GA 
Faithope, AL 69 Reedy, Seth 6-2/266 Fi. Piedmont, AL 
HOMETOWN 70 Weaver, Jason 6-5/316 St. New Orleans, LA 
Killeen, TX 67 White, Dyron 6-5/316 je. Slidell, LA 

Ocean Springs, MS. 54 Worrell, Nathaniel 6-5/269 So. Pearl, MS 
Mobile, AL DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
Tampa, FL 97 Bekkers, Nic 6-4/191 Fr. Perry, GA 

. Pompano Beach, FL 94 Burns, Andrew 6-4/267 St. Columbiana, AL 
Mobile, AL 22 Collins, Jamie 63/231 Je McCall Creek, MS 

Ocean Springs, MS. 93 Hickman, Logan 63/257 St. Gulf Shores, AL 
Toms River, NJ 91 Jones, Deddrick 63/250 St. Bastrop, LA 
Stone Mountain, GA 49. Law, Cordarro 62/254 St. Whitfield, AL 
Montgomery, AL 99 McCullum,Dasman — 6-3/235 Fr. Taylorsville, MS 
Taylorsville, MS 90 Pope, Terrance 6-3/285 St. Batesville, MS 
Louisville, MS. 89. Ross, Joel 6-1/299 Jr. Gray, LA 
HOMETOWN 9 Thomas, Octavius 6-3/228 So. Carrollton, GA 
Pace, FL 98 Thornton, Khyri 6-3/300 So. Panama City, FL 

Purvis, MS. LINEBACKERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
Magee, MS 50 Goudy, Darrion 5-9/202 Fr. Meridian, MS 
HOMETOWN 43 Green, Tim 6-3/226 St. Columbia, SC 
Memphis, TN 37 Howze, Alan 62/225 So. Ocean Springs, MS 
Cartiere, MS 53 Kennedy, Ta’Dren 5-8/212 Fr. Hattiesburg, MS 
Germantown, IN 24 Madison, Anthony 6-1/212 So. New Orleans, LA 


HEAD COACH: Larry Fedora RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-17 (3 years) CAREER RECORD: 22-17 (3 years) 


Tray Becton-Martin WR 5-10 160 D EPTH CH ART 
Chris Briggs WR 6-4 = 195 

Michael Brinson OT 6-4 260 

Vincent Brown OL 6-6 315 OFFENSE (6) 

tan Nh a be a as WR 85 Quentin a (ik) 18 pease ere: (S0.) 
Cooper Harrington WR 6-0 180 WR 80 Ryan Balentine (Sr.) 23 Matkese Triplett (So.) 
Cortez Hartzog OT 6-4 295 WR _ 17 Kelvin Bolden (Sr.) 87 Francisco Llanos (S0.) 
Rashod Hill OL 66 265 IT 72 Lamar Holmes (St) _—-67 Dyron White (jr) 
Collin Jarbo TE 63 226 LG 68 Joe Duhon (Jr.) 51 Darius Barnes (Jr) 
Se ee i a hs C 62 Austin Quattrochi (J) 54 Nathaniel Worrell (So.) 
Trent Johnson 1B 62 206 RG 77 EdPreston(So)  _—_—_78 Jonathan Guerry (So.) 
Ricky Lloyd 0B 62 185 RT _75 Thomas Edentield (St.) 70 Jason Weaver (Sr.) 

Max Mason TE 67 = 215 TE _ 81 Ryan Hanks (Jr) 41 Ross Smith (Sr) 
Rakeem Nunez DL = 63300 QB 12 Austin Davis (Sr) 13 Chris Campbell (S0.) 
paeeanaed 7 Ss ; aa RB 29 Kendrick Hardy (So.) ‘7 _ Desmond Johnson (Jr.)_ 
Michael Smith DE 6-5 222 DEFENSE (5) 

Jhyryn Taylor WR 6-075 DE 49 Cordarro Law (Sr.) 9 Octavius Thomas (S0.) 


Martez Thompson OB 6-1 200 
Keivondre Watford TE 6-4 215 


Ed Wilkins DB 5-10 165 
Khalid Wilson OT 6-1 300 
Terrick Wright LB 62 205 


Larry Fedora may have found Austin Davis’ suc- 
cessor at quarterback in Californian Ricky Lloyd, 
who was the nation’s fourth-leading passer as 
a senior and finished his three-year career with 
7,579 passing yards and 94 touchdowns. Fe- 
dora signed three tight ends, including Collin 
Jarbo of Gadsden, Ala., and four wide re- 
ceivers, among them highly regarded Jhyryn 
Taylor from Pearl River (Miss.) Community Col- 
lege. He says each of the three linebackers 
signed “can run and hit.” 


DT _ 98 Khyri Thornton (So.) 
DT _90 Terrance Pope (Sr.) 
DE 22 Jamie Collins (Jr) nan McCullu 

LB 42 Korey Williams (St.) 37 Alan Howze (So.) 
LB _56 Ronnie Thornton (Sr.) 53 Ta’Dren Kennedy (Fr.) 
NB 5S Jerrion Johnson (So.) __—-3. Cameron O'Neal (Sr.) 
(B31 Alexander Walters (So.) 9 N’Gal Tillman (Fr.) _ 


(8 7 Deron Wilson (So.) 15 Marcal Robinson (Jr.) 


93 Logan Hickman (St.) 
94 Andrew Burns (Sr.) 


99 Dasman McCullum (Fr.) 


SS 26 Kendrick Presley (Sr.) 
FS 28 Jacorius Cotton (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 34 Danny Hrapmann (Sr.) 


P 39 Peter Boehme (Jr.) 


16 Alex Smith (So) 
14 Tre Maddox (So.) 


__KR_1 Tracy Lampley (Jc) _ 


PR 1 Tracy Lampley (Jr.) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Blake Anderson DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Disch LOCATION: Hattiesburg, Miss. STADIUM: M.M. Roberts Stadium (36,000) 


35 Penn, Justin 6-1/193 Fr. Bassfield, MS 
38 Snowden, Jeremy 63/220 St. Gloster, MS 
56 Thornton, Ronnie 6-3/229 St. Miami, FL 
42 Williams, Korey 62/243 St. New Orleans, LA 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
11 Bradley, Furious 5-8/150 Fr. Gulfport, MS 
28 Cotton, Jacorius 5-9/186 So. LaGrange, GA 
19 Cox, Chad 5-9/165 Fr. Moss Point, MS 
12 Durr, Patrick 5-9/189 FF. Brandon, MS 
6 Hunt, Reggie 5-8/174 St. Robertsdale, AL 
17 Johnson, Clifford 510/195 fr. Jacksonville, FL 
5 Johnson, jertion 61/197 So. Beaumont, MS 
22 Lawrence, Laurice 57/175 So. Memphis, TN 
14 Maddox, Tre 6-0/185 So. Tallahassee, FL 
20 Norwood, Reynaldo  5-7/160 Fr. Crystal Springs, MS 
3 O'Neal, Cameron 6-0/218 St. Citronelle, AL 
26 Presley, Kendrick 6-2/200 St. Kosciusko, MS 
15 Robinson, Marcal 6-0/174 Je Prichard, AL 
16 Smith, Alex 511/185 So. McCall Creek, MS 
8 Thompson, Martez  6-0/198 Je Pascagoula, MS 
9 Tillman, N’Gal 5-9/162 Fr. New Orleans, LA 
31 Walters, Alexander 5-10/159 So. Northport, AL 
29 Wheaton, Marquese 5-10/177, Sr. Phoenix, AZ 
7 Wilson, Deron 510/176 So. New Orleans, LA 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
33 Acosta, Corey (K) 510/182 Fr. Memphis, TN 
39 Boehme, Peter (K/P) 5-11/222 Jr. Birmingham, AL 
34 Hrapmann, Danny (kK) 5-9/160 St. New Orleans, LA 
92 Moore, Chase (LS) 6-2/256 Ft. Brandon, MS 
58 Nelms, Creighton (LS) 6-0/227 St. Corinth, MS 
60 Weathers, Adam (LS) 5-10/196 Jr. Quitman, MS 
2010 RESULTS 
MECORD: 8-5, 5-3 (CUSA) 
Sept. 2 at South Carolina L 13-41 
Sept. 11 Prairie View A&M Ww 34- 7 
Sept. 17 Kansas Ww 31-16 
Sept. 25 at Louisiana Tech W 13-12 
Oct. 2 Marshall Ww 41-16 
Oct. 9 East Carolina L 43-44 
Oct. 16 at Memphis Ww 41-19 
Oct. 30 UAB L(ot) 49-50 
Nov. 6  atTulane W 46-30 
Nov. 13 at UCF W 31-21 
Nov. 20 Houston W 59-41 
Nov. 26 at Tulsa L 50-56 
Dec. 21 #Lovisville L 28-31 


#Beet '0' Brady's Bow! 


2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING All COMP = YDS 1D INT 
Austin Davis 442 278 3,103 20 6 
Martevious Young 23 J2° 132 le ond 
RUSHING AT YDS AVG 1D 
Kendrick Hardy 139 «(9036S 
Desmond Johnson 115.7 {6id) ) USdieae 
Austin Davis 145 «452 «23.1 «10 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ID 
Johdrick Morris 50 684 137 4 
Kelvin Bolden 46 722 157 6 
Quentin Pierce 38 = 454s ‘11.9 4 
Tracy Lampley 26 «620306«C 7.8) OO 
William Spight 25: 5219. 18:87 ae 


KICKING: Danny Hrapmann, 26-31 FGs, 55-55 XPs, 133 points 
TACKLES: Korey Williams, 92; Jamie Collins, 76 

SACKS: Cordarro Law, 6; Korey Williams, 3 

INTERCEPTIONS: Justin Wilson, 4; Deron Wilson, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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NATIONAL oving the ball shouldn't be the problem for Neil Callaway and his Blazers this 
FORECAST season. Callaway’s team returns its quarterback, one of the top running backs Sept. 10 at Florida 
in the conference, nearly the entire two-deep on the offensive line and a host ue 
of playmakers at receiver. Sept. 17 Tulane : 
As usual, though, the Blazers have to worry about stopping the opposing team. Former Sept. 24 at East Carolina 
Memphis head coach Tommy West has taken over as the team’s defensive coordinator, and Oct. 1_ at Troy 
his first step was simplifying things. His style drew rave reviews from the players, but the Oct. 8 Mississippi State 
Blazers still have some work left on perfecting the defense. Oct. 15 atTulsa 
The problem for Callaway is that he can't wait long for the defense to have success. Call- Oct. 22 UCF 


away is 15-33 in four seasons as the program's head coach, and the Blazer faithful will push Oct. 29 at Marshall 
for a change if UAB doesn’t make a bowl game this season. Nov 5 Houston 


QUARTERBACKS Starter Bryan Ellis has a chance to become one of the top quarter- Nov. 12 at Memphis 
backs in the league. The 6'2", 200-pound senior, who was injured for most of his first three Nov. 17 Southern Miss 
years in the program, threw for 2,940 yards with 25 touchdowns and 12 interceptions in Nov. 26 at Florida Atlantic 


Lae THE VERDICT 
2011 PROJECTION: 5-7, 4-4 C-USA 


PREDICTION 

Four of UAB’s eight losses were decided by six points or less, including games against Tennessee 
and Mississippi State. Quarterback Bryan Ellis jumpstarted the offense last year, and the emer- 
gence of Pat Shed at running back finally gave UAB a balanced attack. The Blazers return 15 
Starters this year, and coach Neil Callaway is facing a make-or-break campaign. UAB must navigate 
a difficult road slate in conference play — with Tulsa and Houston from the West division. If the 
Blazers build on last year’s improvement, a winning record won't be a surprise. 


his first turn as a starter. His numbers could get even better. If he gets injured, though, the 
Blazers don't have an experienced backup after David Isabelle’s transfer to Alabama A&M. 
Jonathan Perry, the program's most athletic quarterback, had a solid spring to move ahead 
of junior Joe Bento. 


RUNNING BACKS Pat Shed may be the best all-around back in Conference USA after 
+ finishing third in the nation last season with 177.1 all-purpose yards per game. However, 
the 5'9", 175-pound senior may be pushed for his starting spot by Georgia transfer Don- 
tavious Jackson and sophomore Greg Franklin. Jackson, a 5'11", 205-pound junior, has the 
potential to be the most physical back that Callaway has had at UAB, but he has to shake 
off the rust after sitting out last season. 


| RECEIVERS The Blazers will be young but talented at the receiver spot. Senior Nick 
Adams, junior Patrick Hearn and sophomore Jackie Williams are the lone receivers with 
experience. Adams missed last season after rupturing his Achilles tendon in fall camp but 
is back at full strength. Hearn is a physical target, and Williams was a C-USA All-Fresh- 
man selection after catching 30 balls. Redshirt freshmen Jamarcus Nelson, the team’s 
fastest player, and D.J. Vinson were spring practice stars. Tight end is a problem. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Returning tackles Matt McCants and Greg Calhoun, guard 
Terence Edge and center Darion Smith have combined for 99 starts in their career. Guard 
Caleb Thomas is another veteran with significant starting history, and Chris Hubbard | 


appears to have worked his way in front of Calhoun at right tackle. The line is adjusting BRYAN ELLIS 
to a new coach — Rick Mallory took over after Will Friend left for Georgia — but that 


shouldn't matter considering they are deep, talented and experienced. 2010 NGS 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Nothing concerns Callaway more on defense than this group, 
PerGame CUSA National 


even though tackle Elliott Henigan is one of the better players at his position in the con- Offense 
ference. Sophomore Deric Scott has a nice future at tackle, but he needs to get bigger. The Scoring 26.3 ppg 7 66 


Blazers need immediate help from junior college transfers Jewel Christian and Tevin Wells. ol ne yg : 7 
Connor Boyett is a solid defensive end, but no one else is proven. at 9 4228 a 5 30 
LINEBACKERS This group is built around Marvin Burdette, a playmaking middle line- Defense PerGame CUSA National 
backer who had 114 tackles last season and averaged 13 tackles in the final five games of Scoring 31.6ppg = 7 95 
the season. He's backed up by 6'0", 230-pound junior D.A. Autry, who could slide to the Rushing 150.6 ypg = 7 59 
outside to get on the field with Burdette. Lamanski Ware and Daniel White also have sig- Passing 248.3 ypg «8105 
nificant starting experience, and overall depth shouldn't be a problem. Total 398.8 ypg 6 80 
TO Margin —-PerGame C-USA National 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Safeties Chase Daniel and Jamie Bender are outstanding, and some ~6 050 6 88 
in the UAB program believe that cornerback T.J. Ballou has NFL potential. And that’s just 


a taste of what is the deepest and most talented area of the defense. Marquis Coleman 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
a 


should be the starter at the other corner, and Terrell Springs, who has started 22 games at 


UAB, and Cornelius Richards are in the rotation. 5 
SPECIALISTS ‘Two-year starter Trey Ragland returns at punter, but the Blazers will rely on 3 4 4 
a true freshman — either Colin Anderson or Ty Long — at kicker. The Blazers have plenty 2 


UAB SID 


of capable options in the return game. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


2011 UAB ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 89. Onufrak, Jamie 6-6/235 Fr. Sarasota, FL 46 Irvin, Greg 5-10/200 Jr. Demopolis, AL 
6 Bento, Joe 6-1/180 Jr The Woodlands, TX 82 Pruitt, Bud 6-3/235 So. Theodore, AL 48 Luker, Drew 6-3/210 St. Sweet Water, AL 
10 Ellis, Bryan 6-2/200 St. Byron, GA 47 ‘Volk, Danny 6-3/200 St. Tanganoxie, KS 35 Ware, Lamanski 62/225 Sr. Lanett, AL 
17 Milles, Mike 62/195 Fr. West Palm Beach, FL OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 27 Warren, Desmond 62/205 SF Columbia, AL 
14 Perry, jonathan 62/195 So. Baltimore, MD 66. Arthur, Adam 6-2/270 St. San Antonio, TK 34 White, Daniel 6-2/220 It Apopka, FL 
Rid: SUED sk) Leamgek Pestiingyoe wealan> Cara meaner pne A EN ASI ae = BURN 
alloway, Davi : 0. conyers, } F 2 rf / 

24 Franklin, Greg 5-11/180 So. Marietta, GA 68 Calloway, Albert 6-0/285 Fr. Irondale, AL pelea or son ann : eee 
41 Hughes, Collin 6-0/230 So, Birmingham, AL 55. Edge, Terence 62/295 St. Atlanta, GA "9 ‘ 4 

4 Jackson, Dontavious 511/205 Je Franklin, GA 57 Hix, John 62/270 Ft Aubun, at 2 Ballou, 1). 6-0/200 St. Russell, MS 
46 Mickens, Tamar 510/190 Ft. Birmingham, AL 74. Hubbard, Chris 63/240 Jt Columbus, GA 5 Bender, Jamie 511/195 St Raleigh, MS 
23 Mostella, D’Andre 5-8/180 Sr. Danville, VA 60 Ike, Kaycee 65/270 So. Lawrenceville, GA 25 Cockrell, Johnny 6-0/200 Jt. Columbus, MS 
26 Shed, Pat 5-9/175 St. Starkville, MS. 71 McCants, Matt 67/295 Sr, Mobile, AL 8 Coleman, Marquis = 6-1/185 St. chester, SC 
RECEIVERS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 76 O'Leary, Brian 62/270 Ft. Venice, FL 18 Crusoe, Jamarious 6-0/180 FF. Midfield, AL 
12 Adams, Nick 62/195 St. Walterboro, SC 75 Smith, Darion 62/280 St. Brookhaven, MS 31 Daniel, Chase 63/200 St. Birmingham, AL 
9 Davis, Jay 6-1/185 Fr. Lilburn, GA 73 Thomas, Caleb 6-3/290 St. Decatur, AL 42. Farmer, Lamarcus 511/170 Fr. Pensacola, FL 
16 Hearn, Patrick 6-1/180 yr Quitman, MS DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT a HOMETOWN 3 Hicks, Andre 5-9/175 St. Atlanta, GA 
83 Herring, Stephen 61/185 So. Anniston, AL 77 Boyett, Connor 65/245 So. Danielsville, GA 4 Johnson, Lamar 62/200 J. Pascagoula, MS 
49 Hrabowskie, Rickey 61/175 Fr. Hoover, AL 98 Green, Aaron 63/290 So. Indianapolis, IN 44 Jones, Calvin 510/175 ft Petal, MS 
sine ein 6 ee ee Raine. ane jean 
85 Smith, Nolen 63/190 So. Oneonta, AL 67 Parfish, Jesse 6-0/230 So. Wetumpka, AL is ees ome es a y eis : 
38 Taylor, Bryan 63/210 So, Demopolis, AL 79 Payne, Cody 6-6/270 jr. West Palm Beach, FL. 2° SPlings, Terre / J ee 
80 Vinson, DJ. 62/20 Ft Clay, AL 95 Scott, Deric 63/265 So. Atlanta, GA 20 Wilson, AJ. 60/185 St Marshall, 1X 
15 Williams, Jackie 511/185 So. Prichard, AL 90 Walton, Chris 6-3/220 Fr Atlanta, GA SPECIALISTS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 62 Densmore, Ryan (LS) 61/210 So. Mortis, AL 
45 Accursio, Sam 61/240 J Homestead, FL 21. Autry, D.A. 6-0/230 Jr Mt. Olive, MS 61 Klein, Taylor(ls) 5-11/220 jf. Lexington, KY 
81 Hallmark, Dustin 62/210 Fr. Lawrenceville, GA 47. Bastien, Patrick 63/205 So, Immokalee, FL 65 Mullins, Hunter (P) — 6-3/195 fr. Tallassee, AL 
87 Longoria, Jordan 6-4/200 So. Atlanta, GA 43 Burdette, Marvin 511/230 fr Batesville, MS 37. Ragland, Trey (P) 511/175 St. Trussville, AL 


HEAD COACH: Neil Callaway RECORD AT SCHOOL; 15-33 (4 years) CAREER RECORD: 15-33 (4 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kim Helton DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tommy West LOCATION: Birmingham, Ala. STADIUM: Legion Field (72,000) 


RECORD: 4-8, 3-5 (C-USA) 


cinwesr §=«« st 7) DTH GHART ala 
Colinvandersh k 540 170 Sept. 2 Florida Atlantic L 31-32 


Kennard Backman TE 63 © 225 Sept. 11 at SMU L 128 
Austin Brown QB 61) 195 OFFENSE (7) Sept. 18 Troy WwW 34-33 
Nees ry bs ce WR 12 Nick Adams (St) 84 Jamarcus Nelson (Fr.) Sept. 25 at Tennessee L(ot) 29-32 
ee esta} WR 16 Patrick Hearn (Jr.) 80 DJ. Vinson (Fr.) Oct. 6 at UCF L a2 
Bashr Coles RB S11 180 eT ee Ee —- Oct. 16 UTEP W 1-6 
Johnny Cockrell DB 6-0 200 we _15 Jackie Willams (S0.)__9. Jay Oavis (Ft) Acre 
Keenen Crenshaw OL 62-295 IT 71 Matt McCants (St. 64 Greg Calhoun (St) Oct. 23 at Mississippi State L 24-29 
Uneik Crumbley OL 63 340 1G 55 Terence Edge (St)  —-76 Brian O'Leary (Ft) Oct. 30 at Southern Miss W 50-49 
Trey Grissett DE 65 230 € 75 Darion Smith (St. 57 John Hix (Fr.) Nov. 6 Marshall L 17-31 
Mickey Jackson Or = 6-1 308 RG 73 Caleb Thomas (Sr.) 54 Billy Autrey (So.) Nov. 11 _ East Carolina L 42-54 
rtd jeu Pret eae ate RT 74 Chis Hubbard (J) 64 Greg Calhoun (St) Nov. 20 Memphis | 
yl ag Rea eth Te 45 Sam Accutsio (jt) 82 Bud Pruitt (So.) Nov. 27 at Rice L 23-28 
Hayden Naumann OL 65 275 QB 10 Bryan Ellis (Sr) 14 Jonathan Perry (So.) _ 
Tyler Peppers DE 6-5 230 RB 26 PatShed (St) 4 _Dontavious Jackson (.) 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Kardeem Poole WR 6-1_—s:180 DEFENSE (8) 
Darius Powell WR 5-10 = 180 . . PASSING ATT COMP) =YDS TD INT 
Darrin Reaves RB 510190 Bes 77, eee Saree) apes ane (c) Bryan Ellis 411231 2,940 2512 
Shaquille Roberson LB 6-4 220 DT _ 51 Elliott Henigan (Sr.) Tevin Wells (Jr.) David Isabelle 50 ie yinh x) 
Shawn Samuels 0B 61 180 Of 95 Deric Scott (So.)___Jewel Cvistian(c) - } RUSHING AT YDS AVG 1D 
Diaheem Watkins =» OE 6-4 230 DE 90 Chris Walton (Ft) 93 Andrew Mahan(So.) | pat Shed 157847543 
Tevin Wells oT 62 285 18 35 Lamanski Ware (Sr.) 27 Desmond Warren (Fr.) David Isabelle 73 396 5.4 4 
Daron Wright yee ee 18 43 Marvin Burdette (,) 21: DA. Autry (Jc) Daniel Borne 7% 321 42 «4 
The Blazers signed 11 offensive and defensive LB 34 Daniel White (Jr.) 46 Greg Irvin (jr) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG ITD 
linemen with most of the immediate help (B2Ty.Ballou(Sr) ——_28 Commelius Richards (jr) Pat Shed 47 471 100 4 
needed on the defensive side. junior college (B 8 Marquis Coleman (Sr.) 29 Terrell Springs (Sr.) Frantrell Forrest 39558 1434 
defensive tackles Jewel Christian and Tevin SET es he sr iofason tk Mike Jones 5a) ssi ALON 7 
Wells must join the rotation immediately, and $___5 Jamie Bender (St) 4 Lamar Johnson (}:) Patrick Neat 3 she ise 
the Blazers hope Mickey Jackson, a 308-pound S$ 31 Chase Daniel (St.) 25 Johnny Cockrell (jr.) é 

' ; Jeffrey Anderson B25 TA0T) 12s aA 
tackle from Piedmont, Ala., is ready to help SPECIAL TEAMS : ; 
tight away. Look for Dizheem Watkins to make KICKING: Josh Zahn, 7-17 FGs, 37-38 XPs, 58 points 
plays as a true freshman at defensive end, UAB K Ty long (F.) KR 84 Jamarcus Nelson (Fr) TACKLES: Marvin Burdette, 114; Jamie Bender, 94 
also needs immediate help from kickers Colin P 37 Trey Ragland (St. PR 26PPat Shed (Si) SACKS: Bryant Turner, 6.5; Marvin Burdette, 3 


Anderson and Ty Long. INTERCEPTIONS: T,. Ballou, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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NATIONAL CF is coming off the most successful season in school history. The Knights won 
FORECAST a school-record 11 games and claimed a Conference USA title. UCF also notched 
the first-ever bowl win, beating Georgia in the Liberty Bowl. The 2011 UCF foot- 


Sept. 3 Charleston Southern 
ball team is eager to build on its success, chasing another Conference USA title and Sept. 10 _ Boston College 


daring to dream of BCS buster status. “Our goal is to win back-to-back conference cham- Sept. 17 at FIU 
pionships,” sophomore quarterback Jeff Godfrey says. “It’s never been done before at UCE Sept. 23 at BYU 
We want to keep pushing and keep getting better.” Oct. 8 Marshall 


QUARTERBACKS Godfrey is a huge reason UCF fans are excited about the Knights Oct. 15 at SMU 
prospects in 2011. He earned Conference USA Freshman of the Year and second team Oct. 22 at UAB : 
Freshman All-America honors following a dynamic season leading the Knights’ offense. Oct. 29 Memphis 
Godfrey went 159-of-238 passing for 2,159 yards, 13 touchdowns and eight interceptions. Nov. 3 Tulsa 

He finished among the top 15 quarterbacks in the nation in passing efficiency. Godfrey also Nov. 12 at Southern Miss 
rushed for 566 yards and 10 touchdowns on 152 carries, setting the school rushing record Nov, 19 at East Carolina 


THE VERDICT 
GUSAEAST 2011 PROJECTION: 9-4, 7-1 C-USA 


PREDICTION The Knights won a school-record 11 games and claimed the Conference USA title last season. De- 
spite some key losses on both sides of the ball, UCF should remain among the elite in the confer- 
ence. Sophomore quarterback Jeff Godfrey is a rising star and will be joined by a deep backfield on 
offense. Replacing end Bruce Miller will be one of the biggest concerns for the defense in 2011. 
UCF has to play SMU and Southern Miss on the road but should find a way to make another appear- 
ance in the Conference USA title game. POSTSEASON: HAWAII BOWL VS. HAWAII 


for a quarterback. With a year of experience under his belt, look for Godfrey to stay in the 
pocket more during the 2011 season. Redshirt freshmen Blake Bortles will see some action 
as the backup quarterback. Senior Rob Calabrese moved to receiver but will be available 
to run UCF's version of the Wildcat and lead the offense if the Knights are hit with injuries. 


RUNNING BACKS Junior Latavius Murray, who was named MVP of the Liberty Bowl, 
leads a talented running back rotation. Junior Brynn Harvey, a first-team All-Conference 
USA back in 2009, returns after missing last season with a torn ACL. Senior Ronnie 
Weaver, who rushed for 11 touchdowns in during the 2010 season, rounds out the balanced 
attack. The Knights plan to rotate their running backs and use Murray as a receiving threat. 


WA 
ted 


RECEIVERS UCE coaches are working on replacing three strong receivers in Kamar 
Aiken, Jamar Newsome and Brian Watters. A.J. Guyton and Quincy McDuffie provide 
tremendous speed and potential for yards after the catch. Meanwhile, reserves Marquee 
Williams, Khymest Williams, Josh Reese and J.J. Worton are all aiming to prove they can 
be playmakers. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN UCEF returns four of the five starters from last season's offensive 
line. Left tackle Chris Martin, the only newcomer to the starting lineup, has consider- 
able experience. Junior center Jordan Rae has added more muscle to his frame and has 
a much better command of the offense, leading a group that vows not to give up any 
sacks in 2011. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Knights lost a tremendous leader in 2010 C-USA Defensive 
Player of the Year Bruce Miller, but there are no shortage of talented athletes eager to fol- 
low in his footsteps. Standout junior college transfer Toby Jackson, senior Darius Nall, jun- 
ior Troy Davis and redshirt freshman LeBranden Richardson all should shine at defensive 
end. Sophomore tackles Victor Gray and E.J. Dunston, who both earned significant play- 


JEFF GODFREY 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 32.1ppg 5 3 
Rushing 187.6 ypg 3 26 
Passing 186.4 ypg 12 87 


ing time last season, should reap the rewards of more experience and time in the weight Total 374.0 ypg 8 65 
ocr: Defense PerGame C-USA National 
LINEBACKERS Linebacker could be the biggest concern heading into the 2011 season. Scoring 171 ppg 1 8 
Senior Josh Linam was strong at middle linebacker last fall, but there was a major drop-off Rushing 108.4 ypg_ 8 
behind him. Junior Ray Shipman, the former Florida Gators basketball player who trans- Passing 207.0 ypg 2 41 
ferred to UCF to play football, emerged as a strong contributor in the spring. True fresh- Total 315.4 ¥pg 1 15 
man Leilon Willingham should be in the mix for a starting job if he can quickly learn the TO Margin _- PerGame C-USA National 
playbook. Juniors Jonathan Davis and Loren Robinson also should battle for playing time. +4 #0.29 3 40 


son both earned first-team All-Conference USA honors last season and anchor the 
Knights’ talented secondary. Clayton Geathers, A.J. Bouye and Jordan Ozerities all are 
expected to help UCF field a strong pass defense. 


SPECIALISTS McDuffie earned second-team All-America honors as a kick returner and 
helped UCF rank No. 1 nationally with 27.8 yards per return in 2010. With Robinson and 
Guyton returning punts, the Knights have plenty of threats on special teams. Senior kicker 
Nick Cattoi, who hit only 11-of-19 field goals last season, will have to fight to retain his 
starting job. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


¢ DEFENSIVE BACKS Junior safety Kemal Ishmael and junior cornerback Josh Robin- 5-VEAR WIN TREND 
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2011 UCF ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 74 Hounshell, Chad 6-4/294 jt Mentor, OH 50 Linam, Josh 63/237 St. Tavares, FL 
5 Bortles, Blake 6-4/223 Fr. Oviedo, FL 79 Jacob, Tony 6-8/343 Fr. Atlanta, GA 55 Mazzurco, Vinny 6-1/233 St. Ocala, FL 
13 Czaplewski, Adam 6-1/218 Fr. Winter Park, FL 70. Martin, Chris 6-5/294 So. Ft. Walton Beach, FL 56 Ralston, Cody 62/204 Fr. Calhoun, GA 
2 Godfrey, Jeff 511/182 So. Miami, FL 65 McCray, Cliff 62/305 St. Miami, FL 42 Robinson, Loren 63/219. Longwood, FL 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 63 McCray, Jordan 6-4/309 So. Miami, FL 4g Shipman, Ray 6-5/237 Ir Miramar, FL 
11 Brinson, Jeff 511/219 J St Petersburg, FL_ 64 McCray, Justin 64/307 So. Miami, FL 51 williams, D 64/219 Jt. Fort Lauderdale, FL 
13 Floyd, Dontravius 62/232 So. Homestead, FL 67 Meiklejohn, Perry  6-3/298 Fr Miami, FL Sf he é ; ‘ 
‘ ak ; 37 Wright, Henry 61/236 So. Orlando, FL 
32 Giovanetti, Billy 511/234 J. Winter Park, FL 53 Odom, Colton 6-5/277 Fr. Rockledge, FL DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
34 Harvey, Brynn 6-1/207 Jr. Largo, FL 75 Olsen, Bobby 6-5/289 Fr. West Palm Beach, FL 12. Auguste, Roberts 541/190 Miami, FL 
23 Hoffman, Ariel 57/186 Ff. Langhorne, PA 78 Pero, Joe 6-5/306 So Palm Bay, FL sa oul / Je a 
40 Kelly, Brendan 63/236 jr Shoreham, NY 77 Pieschel, Nick 67/306 St. Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 19 ‘Bouye, AJ. 60/179 J Tucket, GA 
28 Murray, Latavius «63/225 Jf Nedrow, NY 73 Rae, Jordan 62/272 Jt Weston, FL 36 Cadet, Woodley 62/207 —Fr._—_Loxahatchee, FL 
21 Taylor, Mike 61/22 SF Deltona, FL 72 Wilson, Torrian 6-4/309 Fr Miami, FL 24 Campbell, David = 5-11/207 SF. Live Oak, FL 
35 Weaver, Ronnie 6-0/210 Sr Wabasso, FL DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WE HOMETOWN 29 Dankenbring, tyle = 510/199 Jf. Palm City, FL 
33 Williams, Kerlon 6-0/207 St._~— Crescent City, FL 93 Brown, Quenton 63/236 FF. Tucker, GA 26 Geathers, Clayton 63/200 sr. ~—=—Ss Hemingway, SC 
RECEIVERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 44 Bryant, Brandon 6-4/287 So. Atlanta, GA 18 Ishmael, Kemal 511/211 Jr Miami, FL 
26 Beckton, Sean 6-0/180 Ft. Orlando, FL 58 Davis, Troy 62/256 Jr Lawrenceville, GA 33 McClain, Jamar 510/173 Ft. Miami, FL 
4 Calabrese, Rob 62/213 St. Islip Terrace, NY 95 Dunston, EJ. 6-2/302 So. Eatonville, FL 21 Ozerities, Jordan 510/191 So. Mount Dora, FL 
3 Guyton, AJ. 511/198 Sr. Homestead, FL 91 Gray, Victor 6-4/256 So. Orlando, FL 28 Price, Connor 62/190 Ft. Palm Beach, FL 
14 McDuffie, Quincy 510/175 jf. Orlando, FL 53 Nall, Darius 63/246 St. Douglasville, GA 29 Robinson, Josh 510/192 Jr Sunrise, FL 
80 Reese, Joshua 6-1/178 Fr. Miami, FL 97 Pritchard, Robert 6-4/223 Ie Suwanee, GA 25 swaby, Jarrett 61/191 $0. Belle Glade, FL 
29 Schultz, Andrew 62/178 ~—F._-—=facksonville, FL_ 96 Rice, Andrew 62/282 Ft Lake Mary, FL 31 Whitehead, Comelius 6-1/186 Ft Mount Dora, FL 
82 Williams, Khymest © 5-10/179 Sr. Lutcher, LA 59 Richardson, LeBranden 6-2/237 Fi. Miami, FL : ‘ | 
ve x SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
12 Williams, Marquee 6-0/202_~—-So. Ocala, FL 92 Snider, Barry 63/268 St Tucson, AZ 6 Bohner, David (P) 6-0/179 St Matthews, NC 
9 Worton, J.J. 62/193 Fr. Homestead, FL 88 Stafford, Troy 6-6/267 Sr. Tavernier, FL 4 le ae P 540/190 : I val s, y 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT —CL_—=—SHOMETOWN 90 Weekley, Ash 64/225 jacksonville, FL 43 Bove, jamie (K) 540/190 Je. Central Valley, N 
86 Brown, D,). 6-4/231 So. Ocala, FL 89 Wofford, Josh 61/311 So Melbourne, FL 16 Cattoi, Nick (K) 65/224 St Tampa, FL 
39. Garvy, Kevin 63/216 J. ~—-PalmBeach, FL_—_LINEBACKERS HWE HOMETOWN 85 Faucher, Steven (P) 5-11/180 So, Weston, FL 
88. Nissley, Adam 6-6/267 St. Cumming, GA 54 Cottman, Ray 62/27 ft Tucson, AZ 87 Galvin, Sean (K) 62/210 Ft Cork, Ireland 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 27 Davis, Jonathan 5-9/199 Jr. Lawrenceville, GA 60 Hughlett, Charley (ls) 6-4/245 St. Tampa, FL 
62 Cunha, Rey 63/278 So. Miami, FL 45. Harris, Javen 5-11/238 So. Eufaula, AL 59 Morrison, Matt (LS)  6-0/239 So. Orlando, FL 
68 Goins, Theo 6-4/316 It Houston, TX 43 Hood, Josh 64/211 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 56 Teal, Scott (LS) 62/231 Ft. Longwood, FL 
HEAD COACH: George O'Leary RECORD AT SCHOOL: 45-44 (7 years) CAREER RECORD; 97-77 (14 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charlie Taaffe DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Skladany LOCATION: Orlando, Fla. STADIUM: Bright House Networks Stadium (45,323) 
2011 SIGNEES 2010 RESULTS 
: RECORD: 11-3, 7-1 (C-USA) 
Demetris Anderson OT 62 285 | Sept. 4 $0 a ) W 38-7 
: pt. outh Dakota 

delet oP aa Ras sept. 11 NC State L 21-28 
Terran Buck 1B 6227s : ze 
Tarik Cook C 63 294 Sept. 18 at Buffalo Ww 24-10 
Ray Cottman iB O62T OFFENSE (6) | Sept. 25 at Kansas State L 13-17 
Jeremy Davis (8 86-0 ~=—170 WR 14 Quincy McDuffie (jr) ___—_82_Khymest Williams (Sr.)__ Oct. 6 UAB W 42-7 
Bruce Dukes (B 5-10 185 WR 3 AJ. Guyton (Sr.) 12. Marquee Williams (So.) Oct. 13 at Marshall W 35-14 
Mike Easton S60 180 it 70 Chris Martin (50) 72 Tortian Wilson (Fr.) Oct. 23 Rice W 41-14 
Joey Grant Pe eae Cd Be gar " = oe Oct. 30 East Carolina W 49-35 
Troy Gray 1B 6-1 220 LG 65 Cliff McCray (sr.) 63 Jordan McCray (S0.) Nod Boat Howstba W 40-33 
Deion Green DE 6-3' 220 | C 73 Jordan Rae (Jr.) 62 Rey Cunha (So.) N ; 3 h : 1 
Rannell Hall we 62. 175 $$ ———— = lov. 13 Southern Miss L 21-3 
Gay Henderson DE 6S. (250 RG __ 68 Theo Goins (jr) 64 Justin McCray (S0.) Nov. 20 at Tulane W 61-14 
Jared Henry 5 661.—«190 RI__77 Nick Pieschel (St.) 79 Tony Jacob (Fr) Nov. 27 at Memphis W 37-17 
Kentorius Jackson \B 62 198 TE _ 88 Adam Nissley (Sr.) 86 DJ. Brown (So.) Dec. 4 SMU WwW 17- 7 
peal bee te if e QB 2 Jeff Godfrey (So.) 5 Blake Bortles (Fr.) Dec. 31 #Georgia W 10- 6 
ose Jose . FB 32 Billy Giovanetti I.) +21 Mike Taylor (Sr). aliberty Bow! 
paws iaery WE | sisi) stoma) | 2910 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Kevin Miller Te 6-4 241 I avius Murray (jt) N f 

Thomas Niles OT 62 260 : PASSING ATT COMP) «YDS 1D INT 
Miles Pace 1B 6:0 237 pA a 5 0m Men LS) Jeff Godfrey 238 «159 «2,159 138 
Breshad Perriman WR 62 180 DT _ 91 Victor Gray (So.) 92 Barty Snider (Sr.) 

Terrance Plummer 1B 61221 ar TORE) Nancton (coo Treglia aca (Qn mn poke ee a 
DaMarcus Smith 0B 61180 OT 9S EJ. a (So) ___—_—_—_-99 Jose Jose (So) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG ID 
Cedric Thompson RB 6-0 207 DE 58 Troy Davis (jc) _—_—_—59 LeBranden Richardson (Ft) Ronnie Weaver 18 «©6890 «4.811 
Justin Tukes TE 65 241 SLB 46 Ray Shipman (jf) 52 Terran Buck (Jt) Latavius Murray W637, — 579s 1 
ete eee a Ae ci MLB 50 Josh Linam (St. ___54 Ray Cottman (jr) Jeff Godfrey 152 566 «3.710 
Lellon Willingham 6 WB —_Leilon Willingham (Fz) 42 Loren Robinson (Jt) _ Jonathan Davis 6 «23436 

UCF loaded up on linebackers and receivers, (B 20 Josh Robinson (Jr) ___—_31 Cornelius Whitehead (Fr) «RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
wiowlladogadhionatterie: | q ripiatetists) — ALeomeg) _ | Sinvates 1 SLA 
Leilon Willingham, va were both rated 4-star $S__26 Clayton Geathers (Ft) 25 Jarrett Swaby (S0.) ee 2 43 ne ; 

i i \- FS 18 Kemal Ishmael (Jr. 29 Lyle Dankenbring (Jr. : 
prospects by Rivals.com, headline the class. De S18 (.) 29 Lyle Da 9 (ir) AJ. Guyton se a6, Ges 


fensive tackle Jose Jose, who originally signed 
with the Knights in 2010, has a chance to play 
eafly. One who got away is 4-star quarterback 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


16 Nick Cattoi (Sr.) 


KR 14 Quincy McDuffie (jr.) 


KICKING: Nick Cattoi, 11-19 FGs, 47-50 XPs, 80 points 
TACKLES: Kemal Ishmael, 93; Derrick Hallman, 85 


SACKS: Two players tied with 8.5 


PR 20 Josh Robinson (Jr.) 
: INTERCEPTIONS: Reggie Weams, 5 


DeMarcus Smith, who signed with Knights but P 98 David Bohner (Sr) 
had second thoughts and will not enroll at UCF. == = 


Returning Players in Bold 
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season of promise for the Houston Cougars in 2010 came to a screeching halt 

when, in a flash, they were left without their top two quarterbacks — Case 

Keenum and Cotton Turner — after both suffered season-ending injuries in the 

third game of the season at UCLA. Instead of fulfilling the goal of winning a Con- 
ference USA championship, the Cougars were left with the remains of a frustrating 5-7 
campaign. With the majority of their key skill position players back on offense, seven 
starters back on defense and special teams that remain intact, 2011 again shows promise 
— if they can just keep Keenum, who was granted a sixth year of eligibility by the NCAA, 
upright and improve a defense that ranked 103rd nationally in total yardage. 


After missing the final nine games of the 2010 season with a torn 

ACL, Keenum is back for a sixth year. He led the nation in total offense as a sopho- 

more and junior and could be a sleeper Heisman candidate. Turner, also a senior, re- 

turns to the backup role. And David Piland, who started the final eight games of the year 
and threw for 2,641 yards and 24 touchdowns, is back as well. 


This is the deepest position on the team. The Cougars’ two lead- 

ing rushers return in seniors Bryce Beall (870 yards, 12 TDs) and Michael Hayes (629 

&S tushing yards, 327 receiving yards). UH also expects to regain the services of Charles 

Sims, who combined for more than 1,400 rushing and receiving yards as a freshman but 
was ineligible last season. 


The Cougars have two talented, experienced and accomplished receivers in 
seniors Patrick Edwards (71 catches, 1,100 yards, 13 TDs) and Tyron Carrier (53 catches, 
480 yards), but they must replace playmaker James Cleveland. Look for senior E.J. Smith 
to emerge as the No. 3 option. Senior Justin Johnson will be used in a myriad of roles, in- 
cluding at receiver and in the backfield. Players like Isaiah Sweeney, Ronnie Williams, 
Darian Lazard and DeAndre Perry should also contribute. 


The Cougars must replace three starters on the offensive line. 
Left tackle Jacolby Ashworth and right guard Chris Thompson are back, though Thomp- 
son could be moved to center if Blake Sargent isn’t fully recovered from a shoulder injury 
sustained in the spring. If Thompson does play center, redshirt freshman Bryce Redman 
will take over at right guard. Sophomore Ty Cloud will settle into the left guard spot, and 
redshirt freshman Rowdy Harper had the edge over Ralph Oragwu at right tackle com- 


ing out of spring. 


Y This is one area where much can change before the Cougars kick 
off the season against UCLA. Senior David Hunter returns and can start at one of the ends 
or at nose tackle. Juniors Tyrone Campbell and Kelvin King could figure into the mix as 
could redshirt freshman Eric Braswell. Sophomore Zeke Riser, who missed all of 2010 with 
an injury but started 14 games as a freshman, also returns, and junior college transfer Do- 
minic Smith joins the fray in the fall. Competition will be fierce in preseason camp. 


This looks to be the deepest position on the defense. The team’s 

three leading tacklers in 2010 — senior Marcus McGraw (110), junior Phillip Stew- 

& ard (84) and senior Sammy Brown (76) — all return, as does sophomore Efrem 

Oliphant, who played in all 12 games as a freshman. George Bamfo was pushing Brown 
on the weak side in the spring, so he could figure into the mix as well. 


There are plenty of new faces in the secondary. The only one who 
isn’t is free safety Nick Saenz, who led the group in tackles (72) in 2010. A pair of junior 
college transfers, Chevy Bennett and D.J. Hayden, look poised to start at cornerback, but 
dont be surprised if junior Jeffery Lewis works his way into the mix either at one of the cor- 
ner spots or nickel back. The strong safety spot is up for grabs between Texas A&M trans- 
fer Colton Valencia and D.J. Jones. Valencia held the edge coming out of the spring. 


This is the one area that returns intact for the Cougars. Junior Matt Hogan 
connected on 14-of-17 field goal attempts and was perfect inside 40 yards. Sophomore 
punter Richie Leone averaged 41.4 yards per kick and handled most of the kickoffs. UH’s 
primary return men will be Carrier and Edwards. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 3 UCLA 

Sept. 10 atNorthTexas 
Sept. 17 at Louisiana Tech’ 
Sept. 24 GeorgiaState 
Sept. 29 at UTEP 

Oct. 8 East Carolina 

Oct. 22 Marshall — 

Oct. 27 Rice 

Nov. 5 atUAB 

Nov. 10 atTulane 
Nov. 19 SMU 

Nov. 26 at Tulsa 


CASE KEENUM 


Scoring 37.7 ppg = 2 

Rushing 153.3 ypg 6 61 
Passing 327.3 ypg 1 5 
Total 480.5 ypg 2 11 
Scoring 32.2 ppg 8 96 
Rushing  2088ypg 11 114 
Passing 224.1 ypg 4 68 
Total 4328ypg 8 103 
-6 “0.50 6 88 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


Thomas Campbell/US Presswire 


2011 HOUSTON ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN — 33 Williams, Marcus 540/175 ft Houston, TX 94 Harris, Adrian 6-0/200 So. Lancaster, TX 
2 Hollingshead, Drew 63/210 So. Rockwall, 1X 4 Williams, Ronnie 511/188 Houston, TX 31. Johnston, Kris 6-0/215 Je Texas City, TX 
13 Jones, Crawford 6-1/193 Jr Keller, TX 9 Woods, Demetrius  6-0/190 — So Houston, TX 46 Mason, David 63/217 Jr Columbus, OH 
7 Keenum, Case 62/210 St. Abilene, TX OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 55 McGraw, Marcus 6-0/225 Sr. Arlington, TX 
8 Piland, David 63/185 So. Southlake, TX 76 Ashworth, Jacolby 6-4/300 ff. Lufkin, X47 Mcintyre, John 60/227 St. Bryan, TX 
12 Tumer, Cotton 671/199 Sr. Sugar Land, TX 68 Burden, James 6-2/265 So. Deer Park, TX 50 Oliphant, Efrem 62/215 So. Houston, TX 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 64 Cloud, Ty 6-4/315 So, Highland Village, TX 58 Robinson, Chris §-10/205 So. __ Austin, TX 
47 Bates, Marcell 5-9/180 Jr Sugar Land, TX 63 Forsch, Kevin 6-5/301 So. Tomball, TX 42 Steward, Phillip 62/220 Ie Missouri City, TX 
25 Beall, Bryce 511/215 Sr. Tatum, 1X 74 Harper, Rowdy 6-6/285 Fr. Broken Arrow, OK 43. Wilson, Austin 62/210 So. Tyler, TX 
23 Brown, Xavier 6-0/205 Fr. Pearland, 1X 72 Hill, Chris 6-4/285 Fr. Houston, TX 51 Witten, Jon 62/222 Ff. Houston, TX 
39 Calloway, Chadwick —5-5/185 50. Houston, TX 69. Oragwu, Ralph 63/310 So. Missouri City, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
45 Douglas, Terrell 5-11/207 St. Mansfield, TX 58 Redman, Bryce 62/283 Fr. Longview, TX 29 Bates, Ricardo 541/175 Sr. Prattville, AL 
29 Hayes, Michael 5-9/192 St. East Bernard, TX 77 Sargent, Blake 6-3/297 Jr Friendswood, TX 13. Bates, Thomas 511/180 So. Baytown, TX 
15 Shaw, Kurtis 5-8/193 Jr. Spring, TX 79 Sims, DeAnthony 63/320 Ie Houston, TX 44 Beasley, Brannon 510/180 Sr. Portland, OR 
5 Sims, Charles 6-0/195 I. Houston, TX 70 Thompson, Chris 62/285 Sr, Hitchcock, TX 24 Brooks, Kent 511/205 So. Humble, TX 
40 Welford, Braxton 5-11/195 Jt. San Diego, (A DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 17 Cermin, Chris 5-10/188 So. Katy, TX 
26 Wilson, Chris 511/215 Ir. Sugar Land, 1X 72 Abdur-Razzaaq, Haneef 6-1/245 fr. Weatherford, TX 34 Hollimon, Randall 6-1/200 Ft. Houston, TX 
48 Woods, Marc 5-9/197 St. Houston, TX 93 Behbahani, Ameen  6-2/282 It Plano, TX 33. Hopkins, Rodney 5-9/185 Fr. Katy, TX 
RECEIVERS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 97 Braswell, Eric 6-4/250 Fr. Killeen, TX 2. Johnson, 8.K. 510/180 = Sr. Silsbee, TX 
85 Bibbins, Kenneth (TE) 6-4/236 So. Sugar Land, IX 56 Campbell, Tyrone 6-1/293 Jr Channelview, TX 37 Jones, D,). 6-0/185 So. Cibolo, TX 
82 Blackmon, Chance «6 -1/197 It. Tatum, 1X 96 Farley, Jeremiah 61/264 So. Longview, TX 5 Jones, James 6-0/180 So. Houston, TX 
35 Carrier, Tyron 5-8/170 St. Houston, TX 95 Hunter, David 62/295 St. Waller, TX 28 Lewis, Jeffery 5-9/185 jr Houston, TX 
36 Collins, Gino 511/185 ft. Houston, TX 59. King, Kelvin 62/256 Je Houston, TX 10 McMillian, Zach 510/165 So. Missouri City, TX 
83 Edwards, Patrick 5-9/175 Sf. Hearne, TX 66 Lunsford, Austin 63/290 Fi, Garrison, TX 29 Moody, Marcus 511/185 Fr. Stafford, TX 
17 Elrod, Austin 6-1/185 St. Ovilla, TX 60 Ogbongbemiga, Alex 6-0/250 Fr. Fort Bend, TX 22 Pierce, Miller 62/205 Fi. Waller, 1X 
14 Johnson, Aaron 6-0/180 So. Longview, TX 54 Ramirez, Nathan 6-1/245 Ir Waller, TX 41. Saenz, Nick 6-1/190 St. Pearland, TX 
3 Johnson, Justin 6-1/223 St. Richardson, TX 90 Riser, Zeke 6-4/270 ‘So. LaVernia, TX 25 Tillman, Alex 5-9/175 So. Houston, TX 
1 Lazard, Darian 6-0/175 So. Pearland, TX 91 Scypion, Radermon 6-4/255 Ir Port Arthur, 1X 32 Valencia, Colton 510/190 So. Missouri City, TX 
87 Perry, DeAndre 6-4/210 Ft. Austin, TX 62 Winfield, Doug 61/280 Sr Spring, TX 21. Velliquette, Zach 511/175 Fr. Katy, TX 
19 Ros, Shane 5-11/200 So. Katy, IX LINEBACKERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
6 Sanders, Dominique 6-1/190 Fr. Fort Worth, TX 38 Bamfo, George 511/210 So. Rockwall, TX 86 Hartson, Brandon (LS) 6-3/250 Je Fairfield, TX 
88 Smith, E,. 6-1/187 St. Camden, MS 8 Brown, Sammy 63/240 Sf Wiggins, MS 46 Hogan, Matt(K/P)  6-1/196 Je Keller, TX 
89 Sweeney, Isaiah 5-9/170 J Missouri City, TX 52. Causey, Philip 510/210 Jr San Antonio, IX 15 Leone, Richie (P/K)  6-3/200 So, Roswell, GA 
81 Williams, Langston 5-9/160 Ft. Arlington, TX 48 Goedeke, Kyle 6-0/225 Fr. Houston, TX 16 Mannisto, Jordan (K/P) 6-1/205 St. Westlake Village, CA 


HEAD COACH: Kevin Sumlin RECORD AT SCHOOL: 23-16 (3 years) CAREER RECORD: 23-16 (3 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Kliff Kingsbury, Jason Phillips DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Stewart LOCATION: Houston, Texas STADIUM: Robertson Stadium (32,000) 


RECORD: 5-7, 4-4 (C-USA) 


2011 SIGNEES 


Kourtlandt Akins OL 65 290 i) 

Lloyd Allen 1B 6-4 240 Sept. 4 Texas State W 68-28 

Chevy Bennett DB 6-1 190 | Sept. 10 UTEP W 54-24 

Alex Cooper DL 6-5 245 | NSE | Sept. 18 at UCLA L 13-31 

Everett Daniels 1B 6-0 «210 ads (5) ‘ sept. 25 Tulane W 42-23 

Keithen English DL 62 315 WR _ 83 Patrick Edwards (st) _89 Isaiah Sweeney (jr) | Sag aera 

Kenneth Farrow ATH = 541.195 WR 35 Tyron Cartier (St.) 1 Darian Lazard (50) Oct, 9 Mississippi State L 24-47 

Earl Foster DB 6-0 = 205 WR 3 Justin Johnson (St) _ 4 Ronnie Williams (jc) | Oct. 16 at Rice L 31-34 

DJ. Hayden DBO) 185 WR 88 EJ. Smith (Sr) 82 Chance Blackmon (jr) Oct, 23 at SMU W 45-20 

Zachary Johnson Ol abt SO" iby Ashworth (x) Sal Gal ' Oct. 30 at Memphis W 56-17 

Bram Kohlhausen QB 62 «193 | HM __ 76 Jacolby Ashworth (j.) 71 Josh McNeill (S0.) 

Derrick Mathews 1B 6-0 «193. «| «= LG_~_64 Ty Cloud (50,) 63 Kevin Forsch (So.) Nov. 5  UCF L 33-40 

Joey Mbu OL 63-308 =| = ¢ —_70 chris thompson (St) 77 Blake Sargent (Jr) Nov. 13 Tulsa . l 25-28 

CJ. McElroy WR 510 185 |G ~_58 Bryce Redman (Fr) 79 DeAnthony Sims (j.) Nov. 20 at Southern Miss L 41-59 

Josh McNeil ee I . r Nov. 27 at Texas Tech L 20-35 

William Moore ATH = 62205 RT_74 Rowdy Harper (Fr. 69 Ralph Oragweu (S0.) < 

Emeka Okafor OL 6-5 320 | QB 7 Case Keenum (Sr.) 12 Cotton Turner (Sr.) | 

bevomefexe WE 0, 19) | atyeted) —__s duissost | 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 

: - f 

recat eg ie, | | te_2stanidiumter(se)_ 93 Ameen Gebbetani (So) | paid Pitand 345-201 2,641 2414 

Daniel Spencer RB 6-0 175.~—((C(«é“‘«‘dNE SH Myfome Campbell (J.) 92 Dominic Smith (Jt) | Case Keenum 64 42 686— SCS 
DE _59 Kelvin King (jr) 90 Zeke Riser (S0.) | RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 

The Cougars needed quick help in the second- | wi 8 Sammy Brown (Sr) 38 George Bamfo (S0.) } Bryce Beall 163 870 «=53~=«O2 

oe where al edit ve oy hear MO. 55 Marcus McGraw (Sr.) 31 Ktis Johnston (jr. | Michael Hayes 150 629 «42 8B 

ean chevy Bennett and 0 hayden — _ MIB _50 Efrem Oliphant (So.) 51_Jon Witten (Ft. } Chris Wilson cca en 

both from Navarro — who are slated to start at SLB 42 Phillip Steward (jr.) 49 Loyd Allen (jr) RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 

the cornerback spots. A big emphasis for Kevin B12 Chevy Bennett (Jc) 28 Jeffery Lewis (Jt. Patrick Edwards 711,100 15.5 13 

Und fern be overall eee (B 2D). Hayden (jt) 43 Thomas Bates (So) | ns sere x in A ; 

particularly on the offensive and defensive lines. a : ron Cartier ; 

The Cougars accomplished that by picking up SS Se Li ec aU a7 =  Kierrie johnson 37, Si) 155) 6 

three defensive linemen (Joey Mbu, Dominic | FS _4t Nick Saenz (St) 24 Kent Brooks (So.) Michael Hayes 30 327 109 «2 

Smith and Keithen eee Ln eat SPECIAL TEAMS KICKING: Matt Hogan, 14-17 FGs, 54-58 XPs, 96 points 

and 300 pounds. Among the notable recrutts in 35 Tyron Canter (64 TACKLES: Marcus McGraw, 110; Phillip Steward, 84 

the class were Texas Top-100 quarterback Bram | © K_46 Matt Hogan Ue) KR_35 Tyron Carrier (St) 


SACKS: Sammy Brown, 7.5; Kelvin King, 4 


P 15 Richie leone (So.) 


Kohlhausen, linebacker Derrick Mathews and PR 83 Patrick Edwards (St.) 
wide receivers Mark Roberts and C.). McElroy. — = all 


INTERCEPTIONS: Loyce Means, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
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hen you endure a stretch during which your team loses 18 of 24, you had darn 
well better make some changes, or the AD will make one for you — if you 
know what we mean. So, Rice coach David Bailiff hired three new assistants. 
He switched his defensive scheme from “let them throw all over the place” to 
a more pressing approach. He moved some people around. Rice isn’t yet ready to contend 
for the C-USA title, but it probably won't finish 119th in the country against the pass 
again. And, it’s likely the Owls will be better defensively without sacrificing too much on 
the other side of the ball, thanks to the return of plenty of skill players. 

Since the team’s Texas Bowl win in 2008, things haven't been so good. That's why Bailiff 
made the changes. Let's see if they pay off. 


QUARTERBACKS Although senior Nick Fanuzzi took the majority of snaps last year, it was 
sophomore Taylor McHargue who emerged during the spring as the top man under center. 
McHargue is a good runner with a solid enough arm who made good decisions through- 
out the drills and claimed the job. Fanuzzi, who connected on 62.7 percent of his throws 
last year but was unable to get the ball downfield much, is a more-than-serviceable backup. 


2011 PROJECTION: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA SES 


The Owls closed out last season on a high note by winning their final two games. There’s a lot of 
optimism surrounding this team, particularly with a dangerous offense in place. Sam McGuffie and 
Jeremy Eddington will be a handful for opposing defenses, while quarterback Taylor McHargue 
should show improvement this year. The defense returns seven starters and gets Scott Solomon 
back from injury. The Owls had one of the worst defenses in the conference last year, and improv- 
ing that side of the ball will be the difference between making a bowl and a losing season. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


C-USA WEST 
PREDICTION 


RUNNING BACKS There is no shortage of experience here. The Owls’ top six rushers all 
return, giving the team plenty of options. Leading the way is junior Sam McGuffie, whose 
first year back home — after a season at Michigan — produced 883 yards and six scores. 
Sophomore Jeremy Eddington scored 10 times and will look good in the Wild Owl for- 
mation this year, as will sophomore Turner Petersen. Both were prep quarterbacks. 


RECEIVERS McHargue has plenty of targets with whom to work. Junior Luke Willson is 
a top-shelf tight end who gets up the seam well. Look for converted quarterback Taylor 
| Cook, who goes 6'7", to make an impact at that spot, too. Leading the wideouts is big 
we, .| (6'5", 230) Vance McDonald, who is tough near the goal line. Sophomores Donte Moore 
~ | and Klein Kubiak are also capable pass-catchers. 


| OFFENSIVE LINEMEN This group is in pretty good shape, thanks to the returns of all 
=~) five starters from last year. The only question is whether guard Eric Ball, who missed 

spring practice with an injury, will be ready by the summer. Coaches believe he will be. 
Senior Jake Hicks is a mauler at the left tackle spot, while Keshawn Carrington is a mo- 
bile pivot. Seniors Davon Allen (right guard) and Tyler Parish (right tackle) are the other 
starters. Look out for mammoth (6'8", 340) guard Ian Gray, a redshirt freshman with 
plenty of potential. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN injuries have hit this area hard. Junior end Cody Bauer may have 
to miss the season after a knee injury, while fellow end Dylan Klare hurt his shoulder dur- 
ing the spring. Senior tackles John Gioffre and Michael Smith return in the middle, but 
the Owls may need senior Scott Solomon and junior Jared Williams to take steps forward 
at end, if Bauer and Klare aren't ready to go. 


LINEBACKERS The Owls use two full-time backers in their 4-2-5 scheme, and senior 
Justin Allen returns at the weak-side spot after making 61 tackles last season. Trey Briggs, 
a junior who made 47 tackles in nine games before being injured, will handle the other side. 
Look for Cameron Nwosu and LSU transfer Kyle Prater to make impacts in reserve roles. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS This is the most experienced part of the defense, thanks to the re- 
turn of four starters, three of whom happen to be last year’s top tacklers. Leading the way 
is junior Corey Frazier, who plays the safety/linebacker hybrid. He had 83 stops last year 
and can bring it. Senior Travis Bradshaw handles one safety spot, while junior Phillip Gaines 
teams with senior Chris Jammer man the corner spots. Gaines, however, is facing some 
legal issues after his April arrest for possession of marijuana. Sophomore Paul Porras, who 
made 30 tackles in °10, takes over at strong safety. 


SPECIALISTS The return of senior Kyle Martens, who averaged a booming 46.0 yards per 
punt last year, makes this area a good one. He’s a Ray Guy candidate. The placekicker job 
belongs to sophomore Chris Boswell, who had a solid but not spectacular debut, making 
11-of-17 field goal tries, including 6-of-10 from beyond 40 yards. Sophomore receiver 
Andy Erickson proved to be a productive return man last year. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


Sept. 3 at Texas 

Sept. 10 Purdue 

Sept. 24 at Baylor 

Oct. 1 at Southern Miss 
Oct. 8 Memphis 

Oct. 15 at Marshall 
Oct. 22 Tulsa 

Oct. 27 at Houston 
Nov. 5 UTEP 

Nov. 12 at Northwestern 
Nov. 19 Tulane 

Nov. 26 at SMU 


SAM McGUFFIE 


2010 RANKINGS 


Offense PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 287 ppg 6 52 
Rushing  159.4ypg 4 51 
Passing 215.9 ypg 10 64 
Total 375.3 ypq 7 63 
Defense PerGame C-USA National 
Scoring 38.5 ppg 10 114 
Rushing 145.2ypg 5 54 
Passing 303.7 ypg 11 119 
Total 448.8 ypg 9 107 
-] 0.58 10 101 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


mJ 


NEW ORLEANS 


BOWL 
Anthony Vasser/Rice Sports information 


2006 


2007 2008 ~=—«-2009+~—=«-2010 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN — LINEBACKERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
7 Fanuzzi, Nick 6-4/205 St. San Antonio, X 71 Allen, Davon 6-2/300 St. Humble, TX 31 Allen, Justin 511/215 St. Cedar Park, TX 
16 McHargue, Taylor 6-1/205 So. Cedar Park, IX 78 Ball, Eric 6-4/270 I. Katy, IX 49. Briggs, Trey 61/225 Ir. Houston, 1X 
17 Poynter, Michael 6-1/195 $0. Arlington, TX 52 Carrington, Keshawn 63/275 St. Missouri City, TX 42 Kutzler, Michael 6-0/195 So. Ft. Worth, TX 
15 Taylor, Jordan 6-5/200 Fr. Denison, IX 76 Carroll, Drew 6-4/280 Fr. Abilene, 1X 50 Nordstrom, Matt 6-0/205 St. Spring, 1X 
RUNNING BACKS HT/WT CL HOMETOWN — 72 Gray, lan 6-8/340 Fr. Pearland, x 34 Nwosu, Cameron 5-10/235 So. Houston, TX 
30 Eddington, Jeremy  6-2/220 So. Paris, IX 68 Hebert, Clay 63/290 ff Klein, 1X 40 Patt, Zach 62/215 Fr. Honey Grove, 1X 
2 McGuffie, Sam 6-0/200 ff. Cypress, 1X 66 Hicks, Jake 6-4/275 St. Montgomery, TX. 46 Prater, Kyle 61/225 Ir. Kerrville, TX 
18 Petersen, Tumer 62/210 So. Oklahoma City, 0K 79 Hodde, Jon 67/290 So. Burton, 1x 10 Radcliffe, James 61/212 Fr. Katy, TX 
28 Ross, Charles 6-1/230 Je Schertz, 1X 79 Janisch, Bobby 65/265 So. Houston, 1X 49 Shuck, Tanner 5-11/220 St. Jenks, OK 
37 Smith, Tyler 5-8/195 St. Cedar Park, TX 64 Parish, Tyler 6-4/290 Sr. Ardmore, OK DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
23 Ture, Shane 5-9/180 Ie Houston, IX 34 Shaw, Cade 64/290 So. Corpus chiisti n 26 Akinwumi, Tolu 6-1/220 So. Brampton, ON 
RECEIVERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN — ¢n simonette Matt 6-2/285 Fr Bellaire. TK 27 Baker, Gabe 62/200 So. San Antonio, TX 
13 Erickson, Andy 510/175 So. Austin, TX 75 Warren justin 63/250 Ft cH antonig) x 1 Ben, Jarrett 510/170 jr. Garland, TX 
89 Fletcher, Christian 6-1/215 At, Fort Worth, TX , ‘ ‘ 12 Brackens, Andre 5-9/220 Jr Dallas, 1X 
‘ DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL HOMETOWN ¢ 
83 Gautreaux, Andre 5-11/190 So, _—=Friendswood, TX 90 Bauer, Cod 6-4/240 ; Pottsboro, 1X 35 Bradshaw, Travis 6-1/210 SF Cypress, TX 
85 Hull, Mario 61/190 FF. Altair, TX i z <4 3/71 bi ‘ 29 Callahan, Bryce 510/180 Fr. Cypress, TX 
4 Kitchens, Randy 63/215 St. Robinson, TX pea x NL) i Kay Ks 49 Francis, Alex 5-9/170 So. —- Missouri City, TX 
84 Kubiak, Klein 64/190 So, Houston, 1x 62 Dalton, Oavid 5/230 Nin Houston, TK 29 Frazier, Corey 64/190 Jf. Eden Prairie, MN 
10 Maginot, Roddy 510/170. Arlington, 1x 52 Sioffre, John 6-0/280 St. Katy, K 7 Gaddis, Kevin 59/170 Jt. Midwest City, OK 
88 McDonald, Vance -6-5/230 Jr. Winnie, 1x 92 Hill, Ross 61/250 jf Houston, IX 45 Gaines, Phillip 61/185 ff. Converse, TX 
81 Moore, Donte 6-0/170 So. Manor, 1x 59 Kiesewetter, Bobby 61/245 So. Katy, X 29 Jackson, Fred 541/190 Ft Houston, TX 
87 Patterson, Michael 5-11/175 Jr. Rockwall, 1X 96 Klare, Dylan 63/255 So. Refugio, TX 38 jammer, Chris 61/190 Sf. Sweeny, TX 
80 Travis, Drew 540/165 Fi. _ Pflugerville, Tx 54 Ledo, Richard 510/215 So. Houston, TX Leland, Tanner 62/215 So. Katy, TX 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WT HOMETOWN 57 Shahin, Hosam 63/275 So. _—Richmond, 8C 27. Noh, Stephen 540/190 J. Kaly, TX 
3 Cook, Taylor 67/240 J Eagle Lake, 1X 91 Skinner, Josh 6-4/250 So. Silsbee, TX 24 Porras, Paul 62/195 So. Scottsdale, AZ 
48 Farley, Tanyan 62/225 Ft. Arvada, CO 99 Smith, Michael 61/270 St. Bay City, TX 14 Webb, Xavier 511/205 St. Montgomery, TX 
17 Gillette, Trevor 63/220 So. Austin, TX 13. Solomon, Scott 63/270 St. San Antonio, TX 21 Wells, Denzel 511/185 ff. Houston, TX 
8 Hotard, Brent 6-1/225 St. Round Rock, TX 69 Stacey, Brian 6-1/280 St. Houston, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
93 Jones, Trevor 6-3/235 Fr. Prosper, TX 58 Thomas, Jamael 6-0/260 jr. Huntsville, TX 9 Boswell, Chris (K) 62/200 So. Keller, TX 
82 Willson, Luke 6-5/230 Ir LaSalle, ON 97 Williams, Jared 63/230 Jr Huntsville, TX 41. Martens, Kyle (P) 6-6/200 Sr. Speartish, SD 
HEAD COACH: David Bailiff RECORD AT SCHOOL: 19-30 (4 years) CAREER RECORD: 40-45 (7 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Reagan DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Driesbach LOCATION: Houston, Texas STADIUM: Rice Stadium (47,000) 
2011 SIGNEES 2010 RESULTS 
moot § $2 | DEPTHCHART = 5 om 
Christian Covington OT 63 285 ere ine 
Nick Elder 1B 6-0 210 Sept. 11 at North Texas W 3231 
Jaylon Finner DB 5-10.—«'185 OFFENSE (8) | Sept. 18 Northwestern L 13-30 
Lovett Gibson WR 6-2-1185 | | Sept. 25 Baylor L 13-30 
Malcom Hill Wee est) tao || REA Men Nek) Eieon ole) oct. 2 SMU L 31-42 
Edwin Hooper DE G4 215 «| R_ °88 Vonce McDonald (ir) AROMAS SH EF oct. 9: at UTEP L 24-44 
Driphus Jackson QB 6-0 195 | WR 81 Donte Moore (So) __87 Michael Patterson (J.)__ Oct. 16 Houston Ww 34-31 
Miles Lee DE 6-4 230 | LT 66 Jake Hicks (Sr.) uy Justin Warren (Fr) Oct. 23 at UCF L 14-41 
Gronl;Peterson TE 65 225 | 1G _78 KricBall jr) 72 {an Gray (Ft) | Nov. 6 at Tulsa l 27-64 
John Poehlmann OL 6-5 260 =| ~—_52 Keshawn Carrington (Sr.) 60 Matt Simonette (Fr) Nov. 13 at Tulane L 49-54 
Anarew REE OL 65 280 | RG 71 avon Allen (Sr) 76 Drew Caroll (Fr) j 
Michael Sam, J. DE 62-250 RG ot! J Nov. 20 East Carolina Ww 62-38 
JJ. Walker we 6-0 175 RT _ 64 Tyler Parish (Sr.) 70 Bobby Janisch (So.) Nov. 27 UAB W 28-23 
Julius White ATH = 5-10. 185 TE__ 82 Luke Willson (jr. ___3 Taylor Cook (jr) 
Austin Williams 1B 61-220. «|B 16 Taylor McHarque (So.) 7 Nick Fanuzzi(sr) 
Caleb Williams oL 63 270 | ie (Ir i ; 
soe Wiese or Wan RB 2 Sam McGuffie (Jr.) 30 Jeremy Eddington (So.) 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Matt Wofford Oy ena) | PERCE?) | PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
The Owls didn’t have to go too far afield to col- pe Sean slut Gt) fe ane) Nick Fanuzzi 241151 -1,681 «119 
lect their 19-man class. Eighteen of the new- DT__55 John Gioffre (st.) 58 Jamael Thomas (jt) _ Taylor McHargue 58 33 «4916s 
comers — all high schoolers — are from Texas, NT 99 Michael Smith (Sr.) 57 Hosam Shahin (So.) Taylor Cook 57 30. (409 need aed 
and nine are from the Houston area. Among DE 96 Dylan Klare (So. 97 Jared Williams (Ir: 
the standouts are linebacker Nick Elder, who B49 : Bias ies Fad er = } RUSHING ffi IRL 
has sideline-to-sideline speed, and defensive | — af Bal ae Sam Mccaitie Deak S83 Re 
back Jaylon Finer, a hard-hitting safety who | 1B 31 Justin Allen (Sr) 50 Matt Nordstiom (St) Jeremy Eddington 59 365 62 10 
can also cover man-to-man. The offensive side (B__15 Phillip Gaines (Jr.) 1 Jarrett Ben (jr) | Tyler Smith 70 279 4.01 
of the ball gets a boost from quarterback Dri- (B 38 Chris Jammer (Sr.) 29 Bryce Callahan (Fr) | RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
ee ical at bat snes S 24 Paul Porras (So.) 21 Denzel Wells (jr. | Sam McGuffie 39-384 9.83 
ut also has the legs to make big plays on the ee = a F 
run. Two offensive nates will help down the $35 Travis Bradshaw (Sr) __8 Tanner Leland (So) camera “i - ve ; 
toad. Andrew Reue needs some time to grow, KAT 20 Corey Frazier (j.) 27 Gabe Baker (So.) bey Sade ; 
but he is a solid tackle candidate, while Matt | Patrick Randolph 22 Eells 82 
Wofford is a ready-made (6'7", 320) tackle who SPECIAL TEAMS KICKING: Chris Boswell, 11-17 FGs, 41-44 XPs, 74 points 


TACKLES: Corey Frazier, 83; Travis Bradshaw, 76 
| SACKS: Kramer Lucio, 4; Cheta Ozougwu, 3 
INTERCEPTIONS: Travis Bradshaw, 2 


made a sizeable jump in performance from his K__9 Chris Boswell (So.) KR_13 Andy Erickson (S0.) 
junior to senior season and could find his way P 41 Kyle Martens (Sr.) PR 13 Andy Erickson (So.) 
onto the field soon. . = ee 
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cern, but the starting 22 can play with anyone in the league, and the Mus- 
tangs’ first league championship since they tied for the 1984 Southwest 
Conference title is a real possibility. 


QUARTERBACKS Junior Kyle Padron will be in his third year operating June Jones’ Run 
’N’ Shoot offense, which means the decisions the quarterback is forced to make should 
come more easily. Padron threw for a school-record 3,828 yards (16th in the nation) and 
31 touchdowns last year along with 14 interceptions, which is a number Jones is OK with 
considering that Padron threw the ball 508 times. The Dallas native is the unquestioned 
starter and enjoyed a solid spring. J.J. McDermott held onto his job as Padron’s backup in 
the spring despite a strong showing from January enrollee Conner Preston. 


RUNNING BACKS The Run’N’ Shoot features one running back, and that job will fall 
to junior Zach Line, who put together a strong 2010 season. Line ran for 1,494 yards and 
10 touchdowns, eclipsing the single-season rushing total of all Mustang running backs not 
named Eric Dickerson. Line entered ’10 with modest expectations, but compiled seven 
100-yard rushing efforts and will play nearly every down if he stays healthy. Line was held 
out of spring practice with a back issue that was not deemed serious. 


ith plenty of veterans back from a squad that tied for the C-USA West title last 
W season, SMU is poised to win plenty of games in 2011. Depth is still a con- 


d 


(-USA WEST 
PREDICTION 


20117 PROJECTION: 10-3, 7-1 C-USA 
The Mustangs have made steady progress under June Jones and appear to be on the verge of a 
breakthrough year. The offense should once again be a strength, especially with the return of 
quarterback Kyle Padron, a solid offensive line and a deep and talented group of receivers. The 
defense showed improvement last year, and seven starters from that unit return in 2011. The 
schedule didn’t provide any breaks, especially with games against Southern Miss, Tulsa and Hous- 
ton on the road. Still, the Mustangs get the nod as the team to beat in Conference USA's West Di- 
vision. POSTSEASON: LIBERTY BOWL VS. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


RECEIVERS Jones likes to stick to the same four receivers once he settles on starters, 
and coming out of spring he liked Darius Johnson, Cole Beasley, Terrance Wilkerson 


erson and Holman on the outside. Johnson is the best of the bunch, and Beasley led the 
team in catches last year with 87. Wilkerson started for two years before academics side- 
lined him in 2010. He should return and will join the speedy Holman to bring pressure 
along the sidelines to opposing secondaries. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN A\l five starters are back, and Josh LeRibeus, who missed last 

season due to academics but started in ’09, has returned to the roster. LeRibeus will 
reclaim his left guard slot, bumping last year’s starter Bryce Tennison to center, where 
he is fighting for a starting job with Blake McJunkin. Regardless of who wins that bat- 
tle, SMU will boast five seniors across the front with starting experience, with the best 
being All-C-USA left tackle Kelvin Beachum. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN SMU returns all three starters from last year and will boast 

a unit loaded with upperclassmen. Defensive end Taylor Thompson has an NFL fu- 
ES ture, and Jones was high on the play of both nose guard Marquis Frazier and defen- 
sive end Margus Hunt in the spring. Senior ends Kevin Grenier and Szymon Czerniak will 
also get regular playing time off the bench. 


LINEBACKERS SMU’s 3-4 scheme relies heavily on the linebackers to make plays, and 
the Mustangs return a pair of good ones in Ja’Gared Davis and Taylor Reed. The athletic 
Davis had nine sacks last year and was a first-team all-league selection. He's equally effec- 
tive against the run and the pass from his weak-side position. Reed led SMU in tackles in 
"10 from middle linebacker and should have an NFL future. The two new starters will 
likely be junior Cameron Rogers and true freshman Davon Moreland, who will enter in 
August as the most highly touted Mustang recruit in recent memory. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Chris Banjo will start for his fourth straight season at free safety, an- 
choring a back line that returns three starters. Ryan Smith will line up next to Banjo in his 
second season at strong safety after playing cornerback as a freshman. Richard Crawford 
will man the right cornerback slot again, while the left should go to emerging sophomore 
Kenneth Acker, who beat out a host of candidates in the spring. 


SPECIALISTS Redshirt freshman Mike Loftus will take over the punting and placekick- 
ing duties after watching Matt Szymanski handle both last season. Punt returns will be an 
area of focus in the fall after the Mustangs ranked 103rd in the nation last season and lost 
three fumbles, two of which were recovered for touchdowns. 
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& and Keenan Holman. Johnson and Beasley will typically line up in the slot with Wilk- 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 26 


Offense PerGame C-USA National 


Scoring 
Rushing 1 
Passing 2 
Total 4 
Defense 
Scoring 
Rushing 1 
Passing 2 
Total 3 


TO Margin PerGame CUSA National 


“12 


2007 


at Texas ASM 
UTEP 
Northwestern State 
at Memphis 

at TCU 

UCF ; 
at Southern Miss 
at Tulsa 

Tulane 

Navy 

at Houston 

Rice 


257 ppg 9 74 
38.8 ypg 7 81 
75.8ypg 4 21 
14.6ypg 6 33 


PerGame C-USA National 


25.6ppg 2 59 
448ypg = 4 53 
O81 ypg 3 43 
52.9 ypg 2 40 


0.86 11 111 


KYLE PADRON 


SMU SID 


2011 SMU ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 75 Duhe, Ashton 63/316 Fr. Destrehan, LA 29 Pope, Kevin 5-10/225 So. — Mt. Enterprise, TX 
8 Embody, Bill 6-0/185 Ft. Tampa, FL 76 Emshoff, Josh 6-4/264 So Lufkin, TX 44 Reed, Taylor 6-0/221 Jr. Beaumont, TX 
16 Foster, Ryan 6-1/187 Fi. Plano, IX 78 Free, Jordan 6-2/302 Ji Baton Rouge, LA 50 Rogers, Cameron 6-0/230 fr Abilene, TX 
12 Kaiser, Stephen 63/217 Ft. Saint Louis, MO 72: Gottschalk, Ben 6-5/275 So. Sherman Oaks, CA 59 Schick, Lincoln 62/242 So. Southlake, TX 
15 McDermott, J.J. 6-4/227 St. Katy, 1X 50 Hughes, Ben 6-4/271 So. Sugar land, 1X 14 Smith, Braden 6-0/200 Jr Rockwall, TX 
2 Padron, Kyle 6-4/233 Ie Southlake, TX 77 LeRibeus, Josh 6-2/311 St Richardson, TX DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT al HOMETOWN 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WwI HOMETOWN — 63 McJunkin, Blake 62/290 St Plano, TX 24 Acker, Kenneth 511/195 So. Portland, OR 
32 Carlile, Travis 511/220 So. Evansville, IN 60 Miller, Christian 65/301 Ft Aledo, IX 29 Andersen, Terry 5-10/170 So, San Antonio, TX 
36 Dugal, Billy 62/219 J. Norcross, GA 64 Tennison, Bryce 63/290 Sr. Austin, IX 23. Banjo, Chris 510/195 St Sugar Land, TX 
9 Fields, Darryl 62/238 So. Madill, OK 71 Turner, Kelly 6-1/301 Sr Dallas, 1X 43 castro, chris 5:8/207 Sr. Allen, TX 
48 Line, Zach 61/230 Oxford, MI. DEFENSIVE LINEMEN H/wrE HOMETOWN otd, Ri ; ission Viejo, 
; : 16 Crawford, Richard 511/190 St. — Mission Viejo, CA 
4 Lunday, Bryce 5-8/185 St. Sheridan, AR 94 Barnes, Beau 6-5/225 Fi. Friendswood, 1X sg Gray, jeremy 511/190 So Ashburn, VA 
RECEIVERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 66 Czerniak, Szymon 6-4/268 SI. Houston, TX n Sicenbaner Hayden 6-0/225 Fi, San Anica: K 
11 Beasley, Cole 5-9/180 Sr. Little Elm, TX 55 Davis, Aaron 6-3/245 Ir Elsinore, CA 26 Hanes Brett 6-1/178 It Santa Mar arial (A 
25 Centers Jr, Lamy 59/175 Ft. Tatum, 1X 65 Favreau, jordan 62/280 So. Coppell, 1X — 39 tiovd Robert 6-0/187 So. Baton ba LA 
26 Guinyard, Kyle 5-11/206 Fr. Ennis, TX 9 Frazier, Marquis 63/287 St. Garland, TX 5 shes Rand 510/175 SE "eae i t tL 
88 Haynes, Bradley «63/237 St. Mansfield, 1X 90 Grenier, Kevin 6-4/259 Sr, Tucson, AZ 34 Nema Y Cahn sie Re thse * 
81 Holman, Keenan 6-1/188 + So, «Beaumont, TX 92. Hunt, Margus 6-8/295 Ju. KarksiNua, Estonia 5, A see kt f ; Aad hin A 
86 Holyfield, Marcus «6-1/183 So. Honolulu, Hl 93 Karimi, Bardia 62/292 Ft. —_Richardson, TX cy ft 9/206 Jt ana Point, 
3 Johnson, Darius 5-10/175 —ft._—«Missouri City, TX 97 O'Guin, Mike 62/311 So. Missouri city, Tx 10 Parks, Chris 61/185 So. Conroe, TX 
17 Johnson, Jeremy 61/175 So. Tyler, TX 8 Thompson, Taylor 6-6/287 ~—‘S. Prosper, Tx 28 Robinson, Keith 59/191 J Atco, NJ 
10 Joubert, Chayse 6-0/195 So. Duncanville, TX LINEBACKERS HI/WT HOMETOWN — 7 Scott, Jay 61/206 50. Houston, TX 
5 Loftin, Cole 6-0/193 So, Aledo, IX 46 Bordano, John 62/230 Fr. New Braunfels, 1x 20. Smith, Ryan 511/191 fe Houston, 1X 
84 McCormack, Steven 5-10/175 So. Katy, IX 49. Brown, Byron 511/210 ff Minden, tA 25 Sorrell, Justin 510/198 SF, Brenham, TX 
85 Miller, Jordan 65/215 Fi. Marietta, GA 56 Davis, Ja’Gared 61/220 Jr Crockett, 1X 24 Steinmetz, Steven 510/180 Fr. Santa Margarita, CA 
43 Nelson, Stephen 511/187 So. _~—Beaverton, OR 99 Jackson, Craig 6-0/222 Fr. Newport Beach, cA 12 Worthen, Cody 511/205 jf. Seabrook, TX 
27 Thompson, Dertikk 6-0/190 Ft. Troup, TX 33 Jones, Victor 61/220 Jr Richland, TX SPECIALISTS HI/Wr CL HOMETOWN 
9 Walker, Ryan 6-0/190 So. Southlake, TX 30 Joyner, Randall 510/228 So. Carrollton, TX 51 Hussey, John (1s) 64/225 Fr. Woodstock, IL 
18 Wilkerson, Terrance 5-10/183 Sr. DeSoto, IX 57 Kurth, Cameron 62/190 Fr. Lago Vista, TX 83 Loftus, Mike (P/K) 61/204 Ft. Anaheim, CA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 47 McDonald, Will 62/217 Fr New Vernon, Nj 15. Sada, Marcelo (K) 511/170 St. Monterrey, Mexico 
70 Beachum Jr, Kelvin 6-3/306 St. Mexia, TX 38 Morse, Michael 511/230 Sr Richardson, TX 31 Stone, Matt (P/K) 6-1/180 jr New Orleans, LA 
79 Brooks, J.T. 6-5/330 St. Arlington, TX 35 Nwabuike, Uchenna 6-1/217 Fi. Missouri City, TX 53 Voosen, Mark (LS)  6-2/206 Jr — New Braunfels, TX 
67 Collins, Bryan 6-3/302 Jr. Keller, TX 32. Parker, Robert 511/223, Jr. Humble, TX 96 Wallunas, Jonathan (LS) 6-0/205 it. Diablo, CA 
HEAD COACH: June Jones RECORD AT SCHOOL: 16-23 (3 years) CAREER RECORD: 92-64 (12 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: June Jones DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Mason LOCATION: Dallas, Texas STADIUM: Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) 
RECORD: 7-7, 6-2 (C- 
Caldwell Flores WR 6-1—-175 Dre Saeed 3 
: Sept. 5 at Texas Tech L 27-35 
Arrius Holleman WR 63 ~=—-170 
ee Sept. 11 UAB WwW 28- 7 
Christian Holloway DE 6-5 240 ; 
‘ | Sept. 18 Washington State W 35-21 
Maurice Hood OB 6-0 ~—- 190 OFFENSE (10) 
Rodney Hubert DB S11 165 Sept. 24 TCU L 24-41 
Nyle Johnson WR 6-0. 185 WR__ 18 Terrance Wilkerson (St) _43 Stephen Nelson (So) _ |» Oct. 2 at Rice W 42-31 
Darius Joseph WR 6-1 190 WR 3 Darius Johnson (jr) __—ArriusHolleman (fr) =| = «Oet.9Tulsa W 21-18 
Daren Kitchen OB 61 172 WR 11 Cole Beasley (Sr.) 17 Jeremy Johnson (So.) Oct. 16 at Navy : ai 
Taylor Lasecki c 63 260 WR 81 Keenan Holman (50,) 88 Bradl Haynes (Sr.) I ci - 20-46 
Dontae Levingston OL 6-4 285 : : — at a Oct. 30 at Tulane Ww 31-17 
Derek Longoria 1B 63205 {70 Kelvin Beachum (Sr) _67 Bryan Collins (J) Nov. 6 at UTEP L 14-28 
Davon Moreland 1B 63230 S| «= LG_~— 77 Josh LeRibeus (Sr) _—_—_64 ‘Bryce Tennison (Sr.) Nov. 20 Marshall W 31-17 
K.C. Nlemchi RB 6-1 195) € 63 Blake Mcjunkin (Sr.) 64 Bryce Tennison (Sr.) | Nov. 26 at East Carolina W(ot) 45-38 
Conner Preston 06 0 200 RG 71 Kelly Turner (Sr.) 78 Jordan Free (jr) | Dec. 4 at UCF L m7 
Taylor Reich OL 67 = 295 : < a OES BRETT E TG Dec. 30 #Arm L 14-16 
RY. 79 J.1. Brooks (St. 67 Bryan Collins (Jr) Y 
James Richardson 0B = -5-9-—-175 RISA EC PIOONS (50) SNE MUS tamed Foices Bow 
Jermaine Sams WR 5-11.17 QB 2 Kyle Padron (jr.) 15 JJ. McDermott (Sr.) 
Stephon Sanders OL 63 230 RB 48 Zach Line (Jr. K.C. Nlemchi (Fr.) | 
ae ie Sr egy a | 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Ronnell sims WR 5-8 170 se PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
Cameron smith Bi eeeaeen DE__8 Taylor thompson (st) _66 Szymon Czerniak (St) | Kyle Padron 508 302 3,828 31 14 
eran ne i He NG 9 Marquis Frazier (St.) 65 Jordan Favreau (So.) J.J. McDermott 4 2 370007 20 
Kris isa OL 65 300 DE 92 Margus Hunt (Jr.) 90 Kevin Grenier (St) =» | = RUSHING AT YDS AVG TD 
Rishaad Wimbley OT 6-0 295 OLB _Davon Moreland (Fr) _35 Uchenna Nwabuike (Fr) Zach Line 244 1,494 «6.110 
Zachary Wood DE 63 260 {1B 44 TaylorReed (jr) 14 Braden Smith ({r.) Kyle Padron 104244234 
oe sibs fa ae a4 WB 50 Cameron Rogers (jt) 29 Kevin Pope (So) | _— Chris Butler 33 182 «6550 
I SYD | OLB 56 Ja'Gared Davis ir) 49 Byron Brown (Jc) —=»«»—séRECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
This is one of the best classes SMU has signed (B 21 Kenneth Acker (So. 10 Chris Parks (So. Cole Beasley 87 1,060 12.2 6 
ina lona ti 4 believes he’ (So) 10 chr (So.) ; 
nalgine dine eseewsieSne | endo) osc) | Sats S OR 
a or es ae rick Robinson } ; 
of depth he needs. Linebacker Davon Moreland |  SS_20RyanSmith (jr) _25 Justin Sorrell (St) 
‘ 7 4 ae Bradley Haynes 35; 326 9:38 es 
was the highest-rated recruit of SMU's 28-player FS__23 Chris Banjo (Sr.) T Jay Scott (So.) Zach Line 7 3 96 =@«0 
class and will be called upon to fill the void left SPECIAL TEAMS | KICKING: Matt ki 7-12 FGs, 32-32 XP 33 int 
by departed strong-side linebacker Youri Yenga. = Matt Szymanski, 7°12 Fos, 32-32 XPs, 53)points 
K.C. Nlemchi is a talented running back who K 83 Mike Loftus (Fr) FS 7 Darryl Fields (So) TACKLES: Taylor Reed, 145; Pete Fleps, 123 
may back up Zach Line in SMU’s one-back set P 83 Mike Loftus (Fr) FS. 16 Richard Crawford (Sr) SACKS: Ja’Gared Davis, 9; Taylor Thompson, 4.5 


from Day 1. 


INTERCEPTIONS: Richard Crawford, 4 
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1 le a | Oey eg a ll 


ob Toledo enters his fifth season as the Tulane head coach with what seems on the 
surface to be a rather modest goal. “We've got to continue to be more competi- 
tive, which we have done every year,” Toledo says. “I think we've got to win more 
games than we lose this year.” 


Sept. 3 SE Louisiana 
Sept. 10 Tulsa 


Winning games at Tulane hasn’t come easy for Toledo, who has posted a 13—35 record Sept. 17 at UAB 
in his first four years at the school. Last season, the Green Wave finished 4-8 overall and Sept. 24 at Duke 


lost the eight games by an average of 21 points per contest. However, if Toledo’s team stays Oct. 1  atArmy 

healthy, they appear to be have the tools to show improvement. Oct. 8 Syracuse 
“T think we're bigger and stronger and more athletic than we've been,” Toledo says. “We've Oct. 15 UTEP 

got one guy in our starting defense who is slower than 5.0 (in the 40-yard dash). We've re- Oct. 22 Memphis 


ally increased our speed and athleticism.” 
He'll see if that helps improve his team in the win-loss column. 


Oct. 29 at East Carolina 
Nov. 5 atSMU 


Nov. 10 Houston 
eee; 19 atRice 


Nov. 26 at Hawaii 


QUARTERBACKS Junior Ryan Griffin did more than prove he was a pretty good player 
last fall. He also proved he’s not afraid of playing through pain. Griffin missed just one 
game despite playing at least part of the year with a shoulder injury, foot pain and torn lig- 
aments in his right wrist. After the season, he had shoulder surgery and a bone removed 
from his foot. Yet he still threw for 2,371 yards, 14 touchdowns and eight interceptions. 


RUNNING BACKS The Wave is deep enough here that starter Orleans Darkwa, one of 
the best backs in the conference, could find time to rest on game day. Toledo says he’s com- 
fortable with four of his tailbacks. Of course, none of them gives him the amount of com- 
fort that Darkwa does. Darkwa rushed for 925 yards and 11 touchdowns despite missing 
most of two games last season. He's also added about 10 pounds during the offseason with- 
out losing any speed and will once again be one of the top backs in C-USA. The other run- 
ning backs in the rotation are Albert Williams, Stephen Barnett and Jamar Thomas. 


RECEIVERS Ryan Grant, who had 33 catches for 515 yards with four touchdowns last 
season, should be the Wave's go-to receiver this season. Tulane also has dependable targets 
in former quarterback Joe Kemp and Wilson Van Hooser. That's the good news. The con- 
cerning news is that Tulane has to count on true freshmen for depth. All four of the in- 
coming freshman wideouts will have a legitimate opportunity to see the field. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Quality depth is an issue up front for the Green Wave. That's 
not a comforting feeling for a head coach. Guards Harris Howard and Zach Morgan and 
right tackle Eric Jones are returning starters, and center Joey Ray also has starting expe- 
rience. Left tackle Pat Husain got his feet wet as a freshman last season, and Emmanuel 
Aluko logged four starts at guard. Other than those six, though, the Green Wave will rely 


on inexperienced players, possibly including some true freshmen. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Not many C-USA teams have a better tandem of defensive end 
starters than the Green Wave, with big-play specialist Dezman Moses and steady Austen 2010 RANKINGS 
Jacks. They combined for 17.5 tackles for a loss and 7.5 sacks last season. The Green Wave 
line also is solid in the middle with starting tackles Chris Asumnu and Cedric Wilson and 
backups Julius Warmsley, Shane Delery and Kenny Welcome. 


ORLEANS DARKWA 


Scoring 24.9 ppg 10 
Rushing 127-5ypg 9 91 
LINEBACKERS Tulane’s defense is built around Trent Mackey and Darryl Farley. Mackey, Passing 245.8 ypg : 


who had a team-best 124 tackles, has better numbers, but Toledo says there isn’t much dif- Total 373.3 ypg 66 
ference in ability between the two. “They're both built about the same, both look about the Game io 
same, both play about the same,” says the coach. Farley had 51 tackles from his weak-side Scoring 37.2ppg. 9 113 
linebacker spot last fall and took a step forward during spring practice. Rushing 195.5 ypg 10101 
Passing 194.6 ypg 1 28 
DEFENSIVE BACKS Junior cornerback Jordan Sullen emerged from spring practice as Total 390.1 ypg 5 74 
perhaps the star of the secondary, which is saying a lot when the list of returnees includes 
safety Shakiel Smith. Toledo says that Sullen has NFL size and ability. Sullen will be joined 2 0.17 4 68 


at cornerback by Ryan Travis, who was last year’s No. 1 nickel back, and Alex Lauricella. 


SPECIALISTS Toledo says that special teams “cost us games” in the past, so he brought in 5-YEAR WIN TREND 
John Hendrick as special teams coordinator and defensive line coach. Toledo expects im- 

provement but is worried about finding a dependable returner and a steady punter. He's 

not worried about kicker Cairo Santos, who was 13-of-16 on field goals as a freshman. 


Tulane SID 


2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 


ATHLON SPORTS 


2011 TULANE ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 70 Donnelly, Sean 6-8/306 Fr. Pelham, NY 43 Hamilton, Logan 511/215 So. _Lake Charles, LA 
6 Bullock, Taylor 62/226 Ft. New Iberia, LA 64 Henry, Mike 6-5/289 So. Marrero, LA 27 ‘Hanuscin, Chris 57/178 Je Los Angeles, CA 
11 Griffin, Ryan 6-5/215 Jr. Westlake Village, CA 71 Howard, Harris 6-4/289 St. Alpharetta, GA 20 Mackey, Trent 511/220. Port Sulphur, LA 
12 Ponder, 0. 6-2/200 J Baton Rouge, LA 69 Husain, Pat 6-6/298 So. Evanston, IL 30 Morreale, Peter 511/189 fr. Metairie, LA 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 79 Jones, Eric 6-6/302 Jr. Hoover, AL 59 Oppman, Ray 6-1/220 Ft. Sugar Land, TX 
24 Barnett, Stephen 511/209 Jr. Jacksonville, FL © 72 Mares, Rio 6-5/305 So. Corrales, NM 42. Rhymes, Kristofar 6-1/220 St. Houston, TX 
26 Darkwa, Orleans 511/200 So. Nashville, IN 65 Morgan, Zach 6-2/294 Je Lake Charles, LA 31 Robertson, Dominique 6-0/190 So. Cypress, TX 
29 Harvey Il, Keith 5-8/175 $0. Lakewood, (A 66 Ray, Joey 62/304 Sr. Spring, TX 53 Robinson, Andre 6-1/215 Fr Longwood, FL 
40 Reilly, Mitchell 6-1/245 So. Montgomery, AL 74 Skidmore, Adam 6-6/294 Fr. Bayville, NJ) DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 
44 Stelly, Kasey 6-1/252 St. Lafayette, LA 60 Stone, Ben 6-3/288 Fr. Natchitoches, LA 21. Davis, Kyle 511/204 So. San Antonio, TX 
22 Thomas, Jamar 511/194 So. Baton Rouge, LA 55 Wiggins, lan 6-4/285 Fr. Terryville, (1 47 ‘Dejean, Cameron 62/214 Fr. Lafayette, LA 
25 Williams, Albert 5-9/194 St. Beaumont, TX DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HI/WT cl HOMETOWN 15: Echols, Taylor 63/197 St. League City, TX 
27 Wilson, Carlos 510/195 So. Grambling, LA 99 Asumnu, Chris 6-2/300 St. Houston, 1X 8 Funderburk, Steven 6-2/208 Fr. Port St. Lucie, FL 
RECEIVERS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 90 Beckwith, Wendell 63/233 So. Clinton, LA 17. Lauricella, Alex 5-10/183 It. River Ridge, LA 
86 Comardelle, Brent 6-0/186 — So. League City, IX 94 Blum, Casey 63/239 Jr. Moorpark, CA 37. Parker, L. 510/175 Fr. Port Allen, LA 
18 Davis, jacob 511/172 Jr. Novato, CA 97 Delery, Shane 63/274 So. Kenner, LA 4 Smith, Shakiel 6-1/197 Jr New Orleans, LA 
46 Dobbs, Jojo 62/185 So. Washington, OC + 50 Jacks, Austen 63/245 Ir Winter Park, FL 13. Strozier, Derrick 56/174 So. Orlando, FL 
3 Grant, Ryan 6-1/192 jr. Beaumont, TX 6 Moses, Dezman 63/242 St. Willingboro, NJ) 1 Sullen, Jordan 511/193 J. ~~“ New Orleans, LA 
7 Kemp, Joe 6-4/211 St. N.Richland Hills, 1X 48. Smith, Josh 62/254 St. Thomaston, GA 10 Travis, Ryan 511/167 ft. Plaquemine, LA 
9 Van Hooser, Wilson 5-11/194 So. Montgomery, AL 92 Warmsley, Julius 62/270 So. Baton Rouge, LA 18 Walker, Devon 6-1/174 Je New Orleans, LA 
TIGHT ENDS HI/WI cL HOMETOWN 93 Welcome, Kenny 62/295 Fr. New Orleans, LA 23 Washington, Kendrell 5-9/166 So. Brenham, TX 
82 Burtis, Kevin 6-2/240 So. Watkinsville, GA 54 Williams, Devin 6-2/247 So. Katy, TX 33 Washington, Kendrick 5-9/166 — So. Brenham, 1X 
88 Marfisi, Matt 6-5/242 Fr. Tomball, TX — 98 Wilson, Cedric 62/288 St. Sugar Land, TX SPECIALISTS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 
81 Sanders, Brock 6-3/248 Jr Johns Creek, GA LINEBACKERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 56 Edwards, John (LS)  6-3/242 ils Port Allen, LA 
84 Suchy, Stephen 63/212 Jr. East Bradenton, FL 49. Byrd, Kerchal 6-0/216 Fr. Palmetto, FL 16 Ginsburgh, Jonathan (P)5-11/201 So. Alexandria, LA 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT ca HOMETOWN 57 Davis, Zach 6-0/214 So. Lawrenceville, GA 14 Rome, Ryan (K) 5-9/166 So. Destrehan, LA 
52 Aluko, Emmanuel 6-3/290 St. Houston, TX 34 Farley, Darryl 511/228 fr. Atlanta, GA 19 Santos, Cairo (K) 5-8/156 So. St. Augustine, FL 


HEAD COACH: Bob Toledo RECORD AT SCHOOL: 13-35 (4 years) CAREER RECORD: 91-103 (17 years) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Dodd DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Stanard LOCATION: New Orleans, La. STADIUM: Louisiana Superdome (69,703) 


Matthew Bailey 1B 510-210 DEPTH CHART oe se . a 
Leon Blouin IV QB S-1s'185 Sept. Ty wokt has ; a 
Devin Boutte WR 5-9 175. | : 
Aaron Bryant DL 63 220 | OFFENSE (4) Sept. 25 at Houston L 23-42 
Lawrence Burl OL 63 210 WR — 3 Ryan Grant (Jr.) 9 Wilson Van Hooser (So,) Oct. 2 at Rutgers W w-14 
Danté Butler RB 510-210 WR 7 Joe Kemp (St) __—_—_-86 Brent Comardelle (Fx) Oct. 9 Army Ll 23-41 
Josh Drum TE 6-4 240 IT 69 Pat Husain (So.) 64 Mike Henry (So) Oct. 16 at Tulsa l 24-52 
Marc Edwards WR 6-1 180 1G 71 Harris Howard (St. 72 Rio Mares (S0.) Oct. 23 at UTEP W 34-24 
Robert Kelley RB 5-11 205 C PING Joey Ray (sr) 65. Zach Morgan (Jc) Oct. 30 SMU , L 17-31 
Brandon LeBeau OB 5-11 190 RG 65 Zach Morgan (jt). SF 52 Emmanuel Aluko (st) Nov. 6 Southern Miss L 30-46 
week | a emp) ante | On 
Xavier Rush WR 62.—«195 TE 88 Matt Marfisi(F.) 81 Brock Sanders (Jr) an oy Pineal : sia5 
Nick SanGiacomo  QB_=«G3_—«95 bE AD all) ; 
Sam Scofield DB 64 180 FB 44 Kasey Stelly (St) _—_40 Mitchell Reilly (So.) 
Justyn Shackleford WR 6-0 175 TR 126 Opeans Derkwa'(s0) =the Winans Se) 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
Andrew Siden OL 63 240 DEFENSE (7) PASSING ATT COMP YDS «TD INT 
Nate Skold OL 67 290 DE 6 Dezman Moses (Sr)  __-90 Wendell Beckwith (So.) Ryan Griffin 32223-2371 4s 
Evan Tatford Te 6-5 240 DT 99 Chris Asumnu (Sr.) 97 Shane Delery (So.) Kevin Moore Bre eighe SiGe 2p. 63 
Renaldo Thomas DB 63205 DT 98 Cedric Wilson (Sr. 92 Julius Warmsley (S0,) D.J. Ponder 4 <.. VSoN oon 
Greg Thomson: te 63 (240 DE 50 Austen Jacks (Jt.)_ ~ Lawrence Burl (Fr) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG ID 
Arturo’ Undavinis Pe Ge saan WIB 34 Darryl Farley jt) _—<57 ZachOavis (So) —=—S—Orleans Darkwa 1849255011 
It doesn’t take long to figure out that the em- MLB 20 Trent Mackey (Jr) 43 Logan Hamilton (So.) Albert Williams 8 «370 431 
phasis for this class was bringing in playmakers $18 31 Dominique Robertson (50.) 42 kristofar Rhymes (Sr.) Payten Jason GAPP224G PSS eee 
sei aaah ci tanwes. |< —Ubinsiln) iin) | REEING RECS TD 
ceivers and five defensive linemen, and all of (B10 Ryan Travis) 7 Alex Lauricella (jr) yattenetinll ; 
them will get a chance to compete for a spot S$ 4 Shakiel Smith (j.) _—=—'18 Devon Walker (Jr) DJ. Banks a0) Oe 
behind the Aas uate ee S15 Taylor Echols (St.) 21 Kyle Davis (S0.) pe ark . oe we ; 
a es into the tussle to bac ieyen SPECIAL TEAMS KICKING: Cairo Santos, 13-16 FGs, 32-33 XPs, 71 points 
Griffin. The Green Wave signed two running K 19 Giro Santos (So.) KR 1 Jordan Sullen (Jr) TACKLES: Trent Mackey, 124; Alex Wacha, 91 
backs from their backyard — Danté Butler and Amit: Jonathan Ginsburgh (60) ~ PR 22 Jamar thomas (60. ) SACKS: Justin Adams, 7.5; Dezman Moses, 6 
Robert Kelley are both from New Orleans. = as ae == INTERCEPTIONS: Shakiel Smith, 3; Phillip Davis, 3 

= 7 Returning Players in Bold 
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NATIONAL 
FORECAST 


C-USA WEST 
PREDICTION 


ill Blankenship received his dream job last January when he was named Tulsa’s 
head coach. The former Golden Hurricane quarterback had been an assistant for Sent. 3) atoklahoma 
four seasons before emerging as the replacement for Todd Graham. Blankenship’s ue 
first Tulsa team enters the 2011 season with high expectations. The program re- Sept. 10 at Tulane 
turns 15 starters from a team that finished No. 24 in last year’s final Associated Press poll. Sept. 17 Oklahoma State 
The Hurricane have had three 10-win seasons in the past four years, using a high-octane Sept. 24 at Boise State 
offense to rank among the nation’s top five statistically in total offense during the winning Oct. 1 North Texas 
campaigns. Oct. 15 UAB 
Blankenship will not shy from the expectations. In fact, the 54-year-old embraces the chal- Oct. 22 atRice 
lenge ahead of him. “They are huge. But the legacy set by Coach Graham and Coach (Steve) Oct. 29 SMU 
Kragthorpe has been big. They have changed the course of this program and established us N =< 3 at UC 
as a consistent winner,” Blankenship says. “This is a program that we can take where we are Ua 
and go to even greater heights, But to do that, we have to do things consistently.” i 12 Marshal 
Ov. a 


(eee, Nov. 26 Houston 
2011 PROJECTION: 6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


Whether or not Bill Blankenship can maintain success over the long haul is uncertain, but the Golden 
Hurricane should challenge for the West title this season. Eight starters are back from a dynamic of- 
fense, including quarterback G,J. Kine. The defense held opponents in check on the ground, but fin- 
ished last in the nation in pass defense. Tulsa catches a scheduling break, facing SMU and Houston at 
home and missing Southern Miss in crossover games. If the new staff picks up where Todd Graham 
left off, Tulsa will be in great shape, POSTSEASON: NEW ORLEANS BOWL VS. FIU 


QUARTERBACKS Senior G.J. Kinne, a transfer from Texas, will start for the third con- 
secutive season. Kinne is the reigning Conference USA Offensive Player of the Year after 
throwing for 3,650 yards and 31 touchdowns. Kinne will be playing for his third offensive 
coordinator (Greg Peterson) in as many years. Junior Shavodrick Beaver will be Kinne’s 
backup. The athletic quarterback originally committed to Michigan before signing with 
Tulsa. He's backed up Kinne the past two seasons. Incoming freshman Joseph Calcagni 
from nearby Springdale, Ark., will draw some looks. 


RUNNING BACKS Sophomore Trey Watts was a preferred walk-on three seasons ago. 
After a redshirt year, he was the team’s starting tailback in the opener at East Carolina in 
2010. Now a scholarship player, he leads a stable of running backs. Sophomore Ja’Terian 
Douglas is developing into a complete back, while junior Willie Carter is expected to have 
a breakout year at H-back. One player to keep an eye on — Alex Singleton. The 6'1", 249- 
pound tailback led Tulsa with 11 rushing touchdowns last fall. 


RECEIVERS Damaris Johnson grabbed a team-high 57 catches for 872 yards last year and 
will be the go-to receiver as a senior. After that, there will be a lot of youth and unproven 
players getting their chances. Sophomore Thomas Roberson, who sat out the spring with 
an injury, will get an expanded role. One player facing high expectations is sophomore 
Jordan James. Others to watch include Ricky Johnson, Genesis Cole, Freeman Kelley and 
incoming freshman Keyarris Garrett, who some say was the gem of the recruiting class. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Four players have at least two years of starting experience — sen- 
iors Clint Anderson (guard) and Tyler Holmes (tackle) and juniors Brian DeShane (tackle) 2010 RANKINGS 
and Trent Dupy (center). Stetson Burnett (guard) started as a freshman. The addition of Offense PerGame C-USA National 
Texas Tech transfer Joe King and redshirt freshman Jake Alexander will help. Scoring 41.4ppg 1 6 


i j 1 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The team is introducing a four-man base defense under new co- an med ‘ts 3 : 


ordinator Brent Guy. Defensive ends Cory Dorris and Tyrunn Walker will be playmakers. Total 505.6 ypg 1 5 
Darrell Zellars, Derrick Jackson and Daeshon Bufford will rotate at tackle. Look for new- sda ix Gante CRSA." atlonal 
comers Derrick Luetjen and Derrick Alexander to try to crack the rotation. Scoring 303ppg 6 StS 


LINEBACKERS This is the defense’s strength. Senior middle linebacker Curnelius Arnick Rushing §—131.9ypg. 334 
led the team with 115 tackles last year and added four interceptions. Weak-side linebacker Passing §—§ 319.0 ypg. 12120 


GJ. KINNE 


Shawn Jackson (88 stops) is coming off a Freshman All-America season, and DeAundre il , SOP ET S10 ats 
Brown returns after taking a year off for academic reasons. Brown led TU in tackles in 09. rrr Per we ai — 
+1 +1. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS Marco Nelson was a high school running back but earned plenty of 
recognition on defense following an outstanding freshman season. The safety had six in- 
terceptions and earned first-team All-C-USA honors. He joins junior safety Dexter McCoil 
on the back end. Cornerback John Flanders had key interceptions last season, and Lowell 
Rose has solidified himself at the other cornerback. 10 


SPECIALISTS Damaris Johnson is already the NCAA career leader in all-purpose yardage. 


11 10 


He was named C-USA’s Special Teams Player of the Year in 2010 and will handle kickoffs 2 
and punts. Kicker Kevin Fitzpatrick is entering his fourth year on the job. Freshman Cole = 
. . . = = e 
Way will try to take over punting duties. zs 33 3: 25 3 
2006 2007 +—«2008~+=—« 2009 +~=«2010 i. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


2011 TULSA ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cL HOMETOWN 43 Hawkins, Donnell 6-1/210 So. Copperas Cove, TX 
2 Beaver, Shavodrick 6-3/190 Je Wichita Falls, TX 76 Alexander, Jake 62/274 Fr. Jenks, OK 55 Jackson, Shawn 6-0/230 So. Tulsa, OK 
5 Blankenship, Malachia 6-1/190 So. Tulsa, OK 72 Anderson, Clint 62/285 Sr. Allen, TX 33 Osborne, Mitchell 62/220 ‘So. Southlake, TX 

15 Henderson, Kalen 6-0/192 Fr. Mount Airy, LA 74 Burnett, Stetson 6-4/305 So Lawton, OK 54 Sizelove, Jake 6-0/180 So Argyle, TX 
4 Kinne, GJ. 62/215 St Gilmer, TX 69 Cooke, Kody 6-5/300 jf Enid, OK 41 Wilson, Cody 6-0/225 So. Broken Arrow, OK 
7 Rouse, Stephen 6-0/195 So. Tulsa, OK 73 DeShane, Brian 63/301 Jr Tulsa, OK DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT cl HOMETOWN 

RUNNING BACKS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 53 Dupy, Trent 62/285 Jt Enid, OK 29 Chavira, Jonathan 58/170 So. Purcell, OK 

34 Carter, Willie \ 62/218 ft Crockett, 1X 77 Grigg, Jared 64/290 Jt Hindsville, AR 24. Flanders, John 510/175 St. Midwest City, OK 

25 Douglas, ja‘Terian  5-11/180 So Arlington, IX 62 Henry, Alec 6-3/304 Fi. Tulsa, OK 49 Howell, Milton 6-0/175 Sf. New Orleans, LA 

29 Peoples, Tony 511/180 So. The Colony, 1X 78 Holmes, Tyler 6-4/305 Sr. Ottawa, ON 97 Jennings, DeWitt 510/200 So. Bixby, OK 
8 Singleton, Alex 6-1/249 jr LaPlace, LA 59 King, Joe 6-6/319 jt. Oklahoma City, OK 49 Lambert Cody 6-0/186 Ie Warren, AR 

22 Watts, Trey 511/201 So Fairfax, VA 70 Lazenby, David 65/300 Sr. Eclectic, AL 46 mecoil Dexter 64/190 It Lutcher iA 

RECEIVERS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 65 Moyer, Gabe 6-2/307 So. Oklahoma City, OK 37 McDaniel Austin 6-0/175 ca Waco, IX 

88 Burnham, Bryan 6-2/200 Ir Moorestown, NJ) 57 Rader, Jacob 511/288 fr. Tulsa, OK 8 Moore Brian 6-0/200 " sprin 1X 

13 Cole, Genesis 61/188 —St.__itle Rock, AR 79. Sproal, Eric 6-4/305 St. ‘Yorba linda, CA 35 alcon colbert sais Aaa TRE be i 

26 Crabtree, Samuel 5-11/170 So. Oklahoma City, OK DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN 20 Nel . M 6-0/192 5 ¥ I | oK 

16 Davis, Brett 511/190 So Shawnee, OK 56 Bufford, Daeshon «63/272. Edmond, OK Hay eek / es hte 

12 James, Jordan 62/205 So Lafayette, LA 93 Doris, Cory 6-4/2775 It Jenks, ox 32 Pate, Marcus 511/173 50. Austin, 1 
3 Johnson, Damaris 58/170 St Norco, LA 48 Finch, Durrel 65/232 St. CastoValley, ca 15 alli, 0. 59/174 Jt. TYlertown, MS 
5 Johnson, Ricky 62/200 Jr Carencro, 1A 92 Jackson, Derrick 62/282 Jr. Del City, ok 4 Roberson, James 62/188 So. Tulsa, Ok 

84 Kelley, Freeman 5-11/180 So lancaster, TX 98 Jewell, jack 65/260 So. Norman, OK 28 Rose, Lowell: 6-0/186 — Jt._—_Los Angeles, CA 
6 Owens, Jameel 63/228 J. Muskogee, OK 911 Pace, Alex 63/254 So. Shaker Heights, 0H > Singleton, Reid 510/179 St. Fort Worth, Tx 
T Roberson, thomas 63/196 So Tulsa, OK 95 Robinson, Rashad 61/252 St. McKinney, 1x 19 Skillens, Justin 59/180 ft Tulsa, Ok 

TIGHT ENDS Hy/Wr HOMETOWN 50 St. john, Jared 62/230 fr. Edmond, OK 30 Snidet, Luke 510/175 Ft. Tulsa, OK 

39 Britton, Michael 510/237 Sr. Bedford, 1X 94 Walker, Tyrunn 63/265 St —-Newlberia, A 1 Wilkins, Trent 511/200 ff. Duncan, OK 

85 Brown, Greg 62/253 Ft. Bixby, OK 96 Zellars, Darrell 62/280 Sr. Anderson, SC SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 

89 Hesterberg, Matt 62/233 fr. Houston, TX LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN 44 Abbott, Bo (LS) 510/185 St. Liberal, KS 

88 Klutts, Garrett 65/205 So. Poteau, OK 32 Amick, Curnelius 61/230 SF. Dallas, 1X 47 Fitzpatrick, Kevin (K) 62/190 St._—_Jensen Beach, FL 

87 Largen, Nathan 6-1/231 St. Fillmore, CA 24 Asiegbu, Zik 6-0/190 Fr. Grand Prairie, TX 28 Gilbert, Marshall (Kk) 5-10/150 So. Tulsa, OK 

82 Sears, Clay 6-4/239 St. Fredericksburg, TX 33 Brown, DeAundre = 5-11/210 J. Arlington, TX 48 Hulse, Matt (K) 511/195 Sr. Tulsa, OK 

11 Dock, Alan 510/206 Sr. Giddings, TX 28 Way, Cole (P) 68/205 Fi. Tulsa, OK 
HEAD COACH: Bill Blankenship RECORD AT SCHOOL: First Season CAREER RECORD: First Season 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Peterson DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Guy LOCATION: Tulsa, Okla. STADIUM: H.A. Chapman Stadium (30,000) 
2011 SIGNEES 2010 RESULTS 
Dentck Alexander «OE.««62—5T DEPTH CHART ee ee 
2 | ept. 5 at East Carolina L 49-51 

Joseph Calcagni QB 6-1 «190 : 

Colt Clontz TE 68 225 Sept. 11 Bowling Green W 33-20 

Dwight Dobbins DB 59 173 OFFENSE (8) Sept. 18 at Oklahoma State L 28-65 

Zach Epps WR 65185 vr ss _— Sept. 25 Central Arkansas Ww 41-14 

Conner Floyd we 67d WR 3 Damaris Johnson (Sr.) _84 Freeman Kelley (So.) Oct. 2  atMemphis W 48-7 

James Floyd ol «6387 SE _7 Thomas Roberson (So.)_ eas Garrett (Fr.) Oct. 9 at SMU L 18-21 

Keyarris Garrett WR 6-4 185 «| ~—«*FL_12 Jordan james (So) _5 Ricky Johnson (Jr) | Oct. 16 Tulane W 52-24 

Garrett Gladd OL 6-4 303 Uf __ 78 Tyler Holmes (Sr.) 77 Jared Grigg (Jt) Oct. 30 at Notre Dame W 28-27 

Nick Hall DT 63-259 «|= 72 Clint Anderson (St) 65 Gabe Moyer (So) | Nov. 6 Rice W 64-27 

Tack Langer RB 5-11 202 C _ 53 Trent Dupy (Jr.) 76 jake Alexander (Fr.) Nov. 13 at Houston W 28-25 

Gary Lee OT 65277 RG 74 Stetson Burnett (S0.) 79 Eric Sproal (St) Nov. 20 UTEP W 31-28 

bens luetjen i = ae RT 59 Joe King (j) 73 Brian Deshane (Jt) Nov. 26 Southern Miss W 56-50 

He ected - QB 4 GJ. Kine (Sr.) 2 Shavodrick Beaver (Jr.) Dec. 24 #Hawail W 62-35 
ichael Mudoh OB 5-40 190 A a para 

Gary Owens WR 59 178 HB 34 Willie Carter (Jr.) 82 Clay Sears (Sr.) . 

Derek Patterson ATH 6-0 «175 «| ~—TB_22 Trey Watts (So.) _25 Ja'Terian Douglas (S0.) | 

cae a eee | eae _ 2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 

Kwame Sexton ATH 5-11 170 : PASSING Alt COMP YDS TD INT 

Michael Sorrells RB 6-2 205 DE 94 Tyrunn Walker (St) _48 DurellFinch (Sc) | Gy Kine 460 275 3,650 31 10 

Garrett Stafford OL 65 = 314 DT 96 Darrell Zellars (St) __56 Daeshon Bufford (J) Shavodrick Beaver re eer ON 

Brentom Todd OE 63 222 DT 92 Derrick Jackson (Jt. ___ Derrick Luetjen (Fr.) RUSHING ATT YDS AVG ID 

Darrell Williams DB 510179 DE 93 Cory Dorris (jr) ___—_—_—95 Rashad Robinson (St) |G J. Kinne 158 «561367 

Bill Blankenship took over as head coach in the CANE 33 DeAundre Brown (Jr.) 11 Alan Dock (St) Damaris Johnson 55 560 102 7 

middle of recruiting season and kept nearly all MLB 32 Curnelius Amick (Sr.) 41 Cody Wilson (So.) | Alex Singleton 87 «399 4.611 

of the early commitments. The offensive stand- WIB 55 Shawn Jackson (S0.) 43 Donnell Hawkins (0) | RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 

ara Be ee SepacUsisaieus 2 (B 28 Lowell Rose (jr) 10 justin Skillens (Jr.) Damaris Johnson STA vBIie” o15:3 4 
4" speedster who turned down Pitt to keep — a 

an early commitment to Tulsa. Joseph Calcagni (B _ 21 John Flanders (St.) 19 Milton Howell (St) Charles Clay 43 526 1220-7 

will provide depth at quarterback, and Michael S26 Dexter McCoil jt) = 1 ‘Trent Wilkins jr) Trae Johnson 30498166 3 

Sorrells and Zack Langer will get looks at run- S$ 20 Marco Nelson (So.) 4 James Roberson (So.) Thomas Roberson 30 367, 12.22 

ning back. The offensive line will be anchored 7K = Ricky Johnson 22 «351 «160 «1 


by Garrett Gladd, who decommitted from Stan- 
ford to stay in-state at Tulsa. The defensive gem 
may be Kwame Sexton, who will get an early 
look at cornerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _47 Kevin Fitzpatrick (St. 


__KR_ 3 Damatis Johnson (Sr.) 


P _28 Cole Way (Fr.)_ 


_PR_3 Damaris johnson (St) 


KICKING: Kevin Fitzpatrick, 16-24 FGs, 63-64 XPs, 111 points 
TACKLES: Curnelius Arnick, 115; Shawn Jackson, 88 


SACKS: Shawn Jackson, 8.5; Tyrunn Walker, 5.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Marco Nelson, 6; Dexter McCoil, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 
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hroughout Mike Price's first seven seasons at UTEP, the Miners’ formula rarely var- 
ied: They hoped their high-powered offense could compensate for a porous defense. 
If UTEP is to break a five-year string of losing seasons and qualify for its second con- 
secutive bowl, it may have to reverse that formula. 

Back are eight starters from a defense that ranked 91st nationally, and as bad as that rank- 
ing sounds, it marked the first time the Miners were in the top 100 since 2005. Gone are 
10 offensive starters, including the durable Trevor Vittatoe, who started 49 games at quar- 
terback. 

For the first time in Price's tenure, defense may have to carry the team. “Wouldn't that 
be great?” Price says. “With the players we have, the depth we have, expectations for the 
defense are much higher than they've been in the past.” 


QUARTERBACKS The quarterback battle is unlike just about any other in the Price era. 
Four quarterbacks with little experience at UTEP split snaps equally through a spring in 
which little was resolved. Nick Lamaison, who lost one game in two years in junior college, 
was brought in to win the job, but his arrival also lit a fire under Carson Meger, last year’s 
third-teamer, and Tate Smith, a transfer from New Mexico who was the fourth-teamer last 
year. Redshirt freshman Javia Hall is also in the mix. Lamaison rates as the favorite, but 
UTEP may not settle on a starter until the week of its opener. 


NATIONAL 
FORECAS:; 


C-USA WEST 
PREUICHON 


2011 PROJECTION: 2-10, 0-8 C-USA 

Coach Mike Price is back for another year in El Paso, but it could be a long one. The Miners return 

only nine starters, they have heavy losses on the offensive line, and they lose quarterback Trevor 
Vittatoe. Last season, UTEP had a minus-92.8 yardage differential in conference games and did not 
beat a team with a winning record. With a new quarterback taking over, the defense and running 
game will need to be strong. UTEP may pull off an upset or two, but it will be a major surprise if 

this team posts a winning record in 2011. 


RUNNING BACKS Joe Banyard, a transfer from TCU via Eastern New Mexico, began 
last year as just another face behind Donald Buckram, the expected every-down tailback 
for the Miners. Instead, Buckram got hurt and Banyard emerged as 


leading rusher with 623 yards. This year, he figures to be the workhorse back, with speedy 
Vernon Frazier serving as a change-of-pace option and Leilyon Myers as the goal line back. 


RECEIVERS UTEP is starting over here, though the Miners have a solid history of de- 
veloping receivers. Donavon Kemp started the first half of last season before blowing out 
his knee, which also kept him out of spring. He should be ready to go in the fall. Marlon 
McClure had a breakout season on special teams and was developing into a go-to receiver 
late last year, but he was suspended for the spring because of academics — the third time 
he’s been suspended. If McClure stays eligible, he could be one of the most electric play- 
ers in the conference, but that’s a big if. Senior Russell Carr is an experienced hand, red- 
shirt freshman Jordan Leslie had a breakout spring, and junior college transfer Mike 
Edwards should provide immediate help. The Miners’ tight ends are inexperienced, but 
the position is deep with sophomores Kevin Perry, Craig Wenrick and Katrae Ford all com- 
peting for the starting role. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN UTEP lost all five starters from the 2010 season-opener, but the 
line was so banged up throughout the year that the Miners developed some solid depth by 
playing so many guys. Center Eloy Atkinson was a starter the last part of the 2010 season, 
and tackle James Nelson played more than expected. Junior college transfers James Mar- 
tin at tackle and James Robinson at guard were brought in to offer quick fixes. Redshirt 
freshman Jerel Watkins is working at the other starting guard. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN The Miners traditionally have struggled for production on the de- 
fensive line. The 2011 unit is young, but experienced and deep — eight players return 
who saw significant action last season. Tackle Germard Reed and end Bernard Obi are re- 
turning starters, and Adam Ayala won a starting job at end in the spring. 


LINEBACKERS UTEP returns all but one player from its two-deep linebacking corps. 
Returning starters Jamie Irving, Royzell Smith and Isaiah Carter all missed spring with in- 
juries, but all are veterans who anchor what has become a team strength. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS The team’s best defensive player last year, Travaun Nixon, was moved 
from corner to safety, where he will play alongside second-year starter DeShawn Grayson. 
Junior college transfer Darren Woodard had an outstanding spring at corner, and Antwon 
Blake is a returning starter. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Dakota Warren and punter Ian Campbell had solid debut seasons 


with the Miners last fall. McClure is an elite returner who scored twice on special teams last 
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Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


Offense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 
Defense 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


2) 


2006 


Stony Brook 

at SMU 

at New Mexico State 
at South Florida 
Houston 

at Tulane 
Colorado State 
Southern Miss 
at Rice 

East Carolina 
Tulsa 

at UCF 


PerGame CUSA National 
26.0ppg 8 1 
137.1ypg = 88 84 


223.3 ypg 8 58 
360.4 ypq 10 78 


PerGame C-USA National 


275ppg 3 66 
184.1 ypq 9 90 
228.5 ypg 5 80 


412.6ypg 7 91 


TO Margin PerGame C-USA National 


0.38 865 80 


2007 2008 2009 2010 


TRAVAUN NIXON 


UTEP SID 


2011 UTEP ROSTER 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT cL HOMETOWN — OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
1 Hall, Javia 61/190 Ft. Dallas, TX 66 Amdall, Mike 
13 Meger, Carson 511/200 So. Plano, TX 63 Atkinson, Eloy 
14 Smith, Tate 61/220 Sr. Odessa, IX 58 Craighead, Brander 
RUNNING BACKS HI/WT OL HOMETOWN 65 Frazier, Wayne 
21 Banyard, joe 511/205 Sr. Sweetwater, 1X 72 Martin, Nick 

20 Bell, Josh 541/210 Ff. Sugarland, 1x 60 McCage, Nathan 
29 Dowell, Laquintus 5-9/195 Ft. Humble, 1x 59 Melendez, Paulo 
2 Frazier, Vernon 56/175 St. Duncanville, 1X 68 Nelson, James 
25 Jeffery, Nathan 511/195 Ft. Caddo Mills, Tx 50 Puente, Anthony 
22. Myers, Leilyon 61/225 = St. Compton, cA 77 Santillan, Paul 
RECEIVERS HI/WT CL Hometown 78 Snider, Blake 

17 Catt, Russell 62/200 St. Chino, ca 9 Watkins, Jerel 
38 Garcia, Jacob 510/165 Fr. El Paso, TX hate a 
5 Harper, Davian 6-3/220 Fr Mesquite, TX 99 Aa he 
33 Jackson, Mark 5-9/190 Ft Houston, TK 4g Ba Coat 
3 Jones, jim 6-0/175 Fr. Redlands, CA a7 Brooks ait 
84 Kemp, Donavon 6-1/195 St. DeSoto, TK ¢> Brown, Kyle 

9 Leslie, Jordan 62/200 FF. Houston, TX 93 Cordova Justin 
80 Lopez, Julio 511/175 St. ELPaso,TX 48 Davidson James 
6 McClure, Marlon 58/145 ft. Tenaha, 1X 98 Fehoko, Jamie 
12 McGhee, Anthony 5-11/170 Fr. Dallas, 1X 90 Forge, Brandon 
28 Neboh, Felix 58/160 Ff. Odessa, IX 9 Hicks, Jermaine 
15 Patterson, Devin 6-0/205 Fr. Mesquite, TX 45 Jones, Quentin 
11 Trail, Malcolm 61/190 FF. Dallas, TX 33. Miller, Horace 
88 Williams, Lavorick -6-1/185 Jr. Odessa, IX 76 Munoz, Ruben 
TIGHT ENDS HT/WT cL HOMETOWN — 46 Obi, Bernard 

18 Ford, Katrae 6-4/240 So, Houston, TX 95 Portalatin, Wayne 
82 Perry, Kevin 6-5/225 So. Opelousas, LA 61. Reed, Germard 
87 Tomlinson, Eric 6-6/250 Ft. Klein, X 97. Stuart, Yahchaaroah 
81 Wenrick, Craig 6-5/250 So. Flower Mound, 1X 91. Tauaefa, Isaac 


Trey Brown LB 6-0 210 
Tyrone Darling LB 5-11 200 
Mike Edwards WR 5-10 185 
Josh Fely LB 5-11 225 
Cole Freytag WR 6-1 180 
Ishmael Harrison WR 6-0 190 
Shane Huhn 08 6-0 190 
Trint Jenkins OL 6-8 325 
Nick Lamaison QB 6-1 = 205 
Ryan Lindblade OL 67 285 
James Martin OL 6-6 285 
Derrick Morgan OB 6-1 210 
A.C. Patterson OL 6-1 305 
Roy Robertson OL 6-6 240 
James Robinson OL 6-4 325 
A.J. Ropati LB 6-0 235 
Kishon Sanders TE 62 230 
Gage Sharp DB 6-0 190 
Blaire Sullivan QB 6-3 195 
Xay Williams RB 6-0 200 
Darren Woodard OB 5-11 165 


The Miners went heavy on junior college trans- 
fers to provide some quick fixes. Five of the 
transfers went through spring drills. The most 
important signee could be quarterback Nick 
Lamaison from Mt. San Antonio College. Tackle 
James Martin, guard James Robinson and cor- 
nerback Darren Woodard could all be opening- 
day starters, and receiver Mike Edwards — 
Lamaison’s top target last year at Mt. SAC — 
should be a major contributor. The highest- 
fated player in the class is tackle A.C. Patter- 
son, the son of defensive coordinator Andre 
Patterson. 


HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
6-4/290 Fr. Plano, IX 
63/300 Jr Los Fresnos, TX 
6-6/300 Ir Ottawa, ON 
6-4/300 So. Refugio, TX 
6-5/275 Fr. Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
6-4/290 St. Spring, TX 
6-2/315 Fr. El Paso, TX 
6-7/330 Ir Ventura, CA 
511/230 Fr. San Antonio, TX 
6-4/305 It Crosby, TX 
6-6/300 Fr. Frisco, TX 
62/275 Fr. Channelview, TX 

HI/WT cL HOMETOWN 
65/275 So. Huntsville, TX 
6-1/330 So. Mesquite, TX 
6-3/250 Fr. Copperas Cove, TX 
6-3/320 Fr. Riverside, CA 
62/265 Fr. Conroe, TX 
62/275 It. McKinney, TX 
63/230 So, Huntsville, TX 
6-2/300 St. Hayward, CA 
6-4/265 Fr. DeSoto, TX 
6-1/270 Fr El Paso, TX 
511/310 FF. Columbus, 0H 
6-1/225 So. Baltimore, MO 
6-0/285 Jr El Paso, TX 
62/255 St. Pearland, TX 
6-8/290 St. Allentown, PA 
6-0/280 So. Lufkin, TX 
6-2/285 St. Warsaw, IN 
6-0/290 jr. Lake Dallas, TX 


44 Watkins, Greg 6-5/225 Ir. Katy, TX 
96 Whatley, Chris 6-0/230 Jr. EI Paso, IX 
LINEBACKERS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
48 Alexius, Aubrey 511/215. Cypress, TX 
1 Carter, Isaiah 6-2/220 St. Converse, IX 
42 Holleman, Greg 6-1/225 St. Lubbock, TX 
4 Irving, Jamie 6-0/235 St. Perris, CA 
53 Little, DeAndre 6-1/225 Fr. Ft. Huachuca, AZ 
55 Nix, Hunter 6-0/220 Fr. Prosper, IX 
6 Smith, Royzell 6-1/230 St. Missouri City, TX 
8 Springer, Jeremy 63/225 St. Los Fresnos, TX 
DEFENSIVE BACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN 
9 Blake, Antwon 510/195 Sr. Houston, TX 
2 Grayson, DeShawn 6-0/205 Jr. Riverside, CA 
35 Haley, CJ. 540/175 So. Dallas, TX 
13 James, Adrian 511/170 So. Dallas, TX 
27 Mark, Terr’! 511/165 So. Lufkin, TX 
30 Miller, Wesley 5-9/180 Ft. Fresno, CA 
22 Moncure, Chad 6-0/195 So. Houston, TX 
5 Nixon, Travaun 6-0/195 St. Oxnard, CA 
34 Peterson, Sean 510/170 FF. Mission, TX 
14 Pickett, Michael 6-1/225 Fr. Cedar Park, TX 
23 Richatds-Lee, Cameron 6-2/200 Ff. Dallas, TX 
3 Roberson, Traun 511/180 FF. DeSoto, TX 
32 Ross, Monroe 6-1/175 Fr. Lawndale, CA 
24 Spencer, Richard 62/205 Jr — Moreno Valley, CA 
10 Thomas, Drew 510/185 Jt. Chicago, IL 
SPECIALISTS HT/WT a HOMETOWN 
57 Camilli, Matt (LS) 6-4/240 St. las Cruces, NM. 
7 Campbell, tan (P) = 511/170. Duarte, CA 
49 Lopez, Kevin (K) 511/195 St. El Paso, 1X 
39 Scott, Mike (K) 61/150 St. EI Paso, TX 
8 Warten, Dakota (K) 5-10/190 =f Austin, TX 


HEAD COACH: Mike Price RECORD AT SCHOOL: 40-45 (7 years) CAREER RECORD: 169-167 (29 years) 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Bob Connelly, Aaron Price DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andre Patterson LOCATION: El Paso, Texas STADIUM: Sun Bowl (52,000) 


LE _ 92 Adam Ayala (0) 


18 James Davidson (So.) 


| DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE (1) 
WR 84 Donavon Kemp (Sr.) Mike Edwards (jr.) 
| WR 6 Marlon McClure (jr.) 88 Lavorick Williams (Jr) | 
| WR 17 Russell Carr(Sr) 9 Jordan Leslie (Fr.) | 
u James Martin (Jr.) 58 Brander Craighead (Jr) | 
| — G__69 Jerel Watkins (Fr.) _ 65 Wayne Frazier (So.) 
| C__ 63 Eloy Atkinson (jr) 60 Nathan McCage (St) | 
RG 55 James Robinson (jr.) 66 Mike Amdall (Fr.) | 
RT__68 James Nelson (Jr.) 77 Paul Santillan (Jr) 
Te _ 82 Kevin Perry (S0.) 81 Craig Wenrick (So) | 
| QB 7 Nick Lamaison (Jr.) 14 Tate Smith (Sr) I 
RB 21 Joe Banyard (Sr.) 22 Leilyon Myers (St) 
| DEFENSE (8) 


u 


91 Isaac Tavaefa (Jr.) 


99 Marcus Bagley (So.) 


RT__ 61 Germard Reed (So0.) 76 Ruben Munoz (Jr.) 

| RE 46 Bemard Obi (st) 44 Greg Watkins (Jc) 
WLB 1 Isaiah Carter (Sr.) 48 Aubrey Alexius (jr) 
MLB 4 Jamie Irving (Sr) 8 Jeremy Springer (St.) 

| SAB__6 Royzell Smith (Se) __—_—56 Josh Fely Ur) 

| B_ 16 Darren Woodard (jr) 10 Drew Thomas (jt) 

(B _9 Antwon Blake (Sr.) 13 Adrian James (So.) 

SS 2 DeShawn Grayson (Jr) 22 Chad Moncure (So.) 

FS 5 Travaun Nixon (Sr.) 23 Cameron Richards-Lee (Fr.) 

| SPECIAL TEAMS 


K _ 8 Dakota Warten (jr.) 


KR_ 6 Marlon McClure (Jr.)_ 


P__7 lan Campbell (jr) 


\ _— 


PR 6 Marlon McClure (Jr) 


RECORD: 6-7, 3-5 (C-USA) 


Sept. 4  Arkansas-Pine Bluff Ww 31-10 
Sept. 10 at Houston L 24-54 
Sept. 18 New Mexico State Ww 42-10 
Sept. 25 Memphis W 16-13 
Oct. 2 at New Mexico WwW 38-20 
Oct. 9 Rice WwW 44-24 
Oct. 16 at UAB L 6-21 
Oct. 23 Tulane L 24-34 
Oct. 30 at Marshall L 12-16 
Nov. 6 SMU WwW 28-14 
Nov. 13 at Arkansas L 21-58 
Nov. 20 at Tulsa L 28-31 
Dec. 18 #BYU L 24-52 
#New Mexico Bowl 

2010 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
PASSING ATT COMP) =YDS 1D INT 
Trevor Vittatoe 407 220 2,756 22 13 
James Thomas II 15 62 135e0 et) 0 
RUSHING Atm YOS AVG TD 
Joe Banyard 409:F 11623' S.7e #8 
Donald Buckram 81) 6335, “St at 
Vernon Frazier 38 = (231 6.1 2 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Kris Adams 47 1,070 228 14 
Marlon McClure 30: 343)) 148 
Evan Davis ZA PDO See 
Pierce Hunter 20 280 140 2 
Donavon Kemp 18 «6181S 10.1 2 


KICKING: Dakota Warren, 12-20 FGs, 42-42 XPs, 78 points 


TACKLES: Wiston Jeune, 89; Jamie Irving, 79 
SACKS: Greg Watkins, 3; Robert Soleyjacks, 3 
INTERCEPTIONS: Travaun Nixon, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


195 


ATHLON SPORTS.COM 


ary Patterson wanted to make something very clear to his team, which had con- 
vened around him after one of TCU’s final spring practices in April. He talked for 
15 minutes about expectations and leadership, two dueling issues for the Horned 
Frogs headed into 2011, following a 13-0, Rose Bowl-winning season when every- 

thing came together for TCU’s best season since the late 1930s. 
With the loss of 16 starters, including quarterback Andy Dalton, receivers Jeremy Ker- 
ley and Jimmy Young, and defensive cornerstones Tejay Johnson, Wayne Daniels and Colin 


urgency to his players that day with the Frogs’ 2011 motto: Do It Now. 
“We don't have time for guys to be freshman anymore,” Patterson said. “We've come a 
long way, but we have to keep growing up.” 


QUARTERBACKS That growing up starts with Casey Pachall, who finally takes over for 
Dalton, who set standards for TCU quarterbacks over four stellar seasons. But Pachall, 
who enrolled early as a highly touted recruit in January 2009, has been through three 
springs and two seasons with the Frogs, including last year when he was Dalton’s primary 


2011 PROJECTION: 10-2, 6-1 MWC 


The Horned Frogs are a team in transition. With just six starters returning, repeating last year’s un- 
defeated record will be extremely difficult. Gary Patterson always seems to reload on defense, so 
replacing seven starters on that side of the ball isn’t too much of an issue. The bigger concerns are 
on offense, where quarterback Andy Dalton and four line starters must be replaced. Starting the 
season with Baylor and Air Force won't be easy, and the Frogs’ trip to Boise in November will be 
the biggest game in the MWC in 2011. POSTSEASON: LAS VEGAS BOWL VS. ARIZONA 


backup as a redshirt freshman. Pachall completed 6-of-9 passes for 78 yards, including 4- 
of-6 passing for 54 yards and a touchdown at New Mexico in the final week of the regu- 
lar season. Pachall also rushed for 94 yards and two touchdowns on 15 carries. He clearly 
has the size (6'4", 208 pounds) and physical abilities to excel, which he showed during 
spring practice. If there’s one area of concern surrounding Pachaall, it’s his leadership qual- 
ities. And that has more to do with Dalton’s legacy than Pachall lacking the ingredients 
to lead. Matt Brown, Pachall’s backup, had a good spring, but at times showed room for 
improvement. Brown got plenty of repetitions in the spring without any other scholar- 
ship quarterbacks on hand. That changes in August when freshman Trevone Boykin 
joins the roster after a standout career at West Mesquite High School. 


RUNNING BACKS Ed Wesley didn't see much action during spring drills because he was 
recovering from offseason surgery but it’s still his backfield to rule. Wesley rushed for 
1,078 yards and 11 touchdowns in 2010 as a sophomore. He leads a stacked group of 
running backs that includes Matthew Tucker and Waymon James, who were the Frogs’ 
second- and third-leading rushers last season, and two backs with a ton of hype — red- 
shirt freshman Dwight Smith, who shined in the spring, and Aundre Dean, a one-time 
UCLA Bruin and a former 4-star recruit. Fullback Luke Shivers has nine touchdowns on 
just 18 touches. 


RECEIVERS Josh Boyce returns after a stellar freshman season in which he led the Frogs 
with 646 receiving yards. But he will have less help in 2011, with five senior receivers, in- 
cluding Jeremy Kerley and Jimmy Young, lost to graduation. Antoine Hicks struggled with 
injuries in 2010 and had just 13 receptions, but during spring practices he appeared back 
to his 2009 form when he caught 23 passes for 478 yards and six touchdowns. Skye Daw- 
son, the fastest player on the team, impressed coaches in the spring. TCU hopes Dawson 
can be a consistent big-play threat. Five freshman receivers will vie for a couple spots to help 
add depth, including LaDarius Brown and Brandon Carter. “Skye doesn’t just want to be 
a good player. He wants to bea great player,” Patterson says. “That means he knows he has 
to get bigger. You could really tell in the (spring game) that it was really important for him 
to be successful. If we get a lot more Skye Dawsons by the time we get to September then 
we have an opportunity to win a lot of football games.” 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN With the departures of left tackle Marcus Cannon and center Jake 
Kirkpatrick, the biggest question mark on the entire team is the offensive line. The Frogs 
may have playmakers at the skill positions, but the offense will have issues if Pachall does 
not have time to throw and Wesley and the other running backs have no holes to run 
through. Tasked with replacing Cannon and Kirkpatrick are left tackle James Dunbar and 
center James Fry, who both had mixed results during the spring. Jeff Olson, slated to start 
at right tackle, saw time on the left side during spring practice. Elder statesman Kyle Doo- 
ley has started the last two seasons at left guard and provides much-needed experience. 
Right guard Blaize Foltz has two starts under his belt. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN If nothing else, ends Stansly Maponga and Braylon Broughton give 


TCU an intimidating look. But both could be much more than tall, strong imposing bod- 
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Jones, the expectations surrounding TCU are tepid, at best. Patterson imbued a sense of 
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2011 SCHEDULE _ 
Sept. 2 at Baylor 
Sept. 10 at Air Force 
Sept. 17 UL Monroe 
Sept. 24 Portland State 
Sept. 30 SMU 
Oct. 8 at San Diego State 
Oct. 22 New Mexico 
Oct. 28 #BYU 
Nov. 5  atWyoming 
Nov. 12 at Boise State 
Nov. 19 Colorado State 


Dec. 3 UNLV 
#Arlington, TX 


JOSH BOYCE 


KEY HORNED FROGS 
Tank Carder, LB Others may have more tack- 
les but no one personifies the TCU defense 
more than Carder. 

Josh Boyce, WR His two first-quarter TD re- 
ceptions shocked Utah and led to a 47-7 
blowout last November. 

Stansly Maponga, DE The sophomore has the 
natural tools to be the next Jerry Hughes. 


KEY LOSSES 

Andy Dalton, QB Even more than his skill as 
an athlete, TCU will miss his leadership. 
Jeremy Kerley, WR He was a threat to score 
every time he touched the ball. 

Tejay Johnson, FS Served as the quarterback 
of the defense for the last three seasons. 


5-YEAR WIN TREND 


Carder, Boyce: Tim Umphery 


WR 82 Josh Boyce (So.) Brandon Carter (Fr.) 
WR 13 Antoine Hicks (St.) LaDarius Brown (Fr) 


20 Ethan Grant (Fr.) 
69 Tayo Fabuluje (So.) 
77 Spencer Thompson (Sr) 
73 Eric Tausch (So.) 
75 John Wooldridge (So) 
74 Ty Horn (So.) 
86 Corey Fuller (Jr.) 
10 Matt Brown (Fr.) 
___29 Matthew Tucker (jr) 


WR _ 11 Skye Dawson (Jc) 
tT _56 James Dunbar (So.) 
LG 55 Kyle Dooley (Sr.) 
C64 James Fy i) 
RG 66 Blaize Foltz (jr.) 
RT 62 Jeff Olson (Sc) 
TE 80 Logan Brock (st) 
QB __4 Casey Pachall (So.) _ 
RB 34 Ed Wesley (jr.) 
DEFENSE (4) 

LE__ 90 Stansly Maponga (So.) 
NT_93 Jeremy Coleman (Jr) 


98 Cliff Murphy (Fr) 
92 Ray Burns (So.) 


OFFENSE (2) 


OT 94 Dj. Yendrey (Jr) 

RE 99 Braylon Broughton (Sr.) 
S18 _ 35 Tanner Brock (jt) 

MLB 43 Tank Carder (Sr.) 

(B 12 Jason Verret (So.) 

(B 7 Greg McCoy (Sr.) 

SS 17 Sam Carter (Fr.) 


FS 21 Johnny Fobbs (Sr) 
WS 1 Tekerrein Cuba (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Ross Evans (Sr.) 


_53 David Johnson (F.) 
91 Matt Anderson (S0.) 


33 Kris Gardner (Sr) 


51 Kenny Cain (Jr.) 


18 Travaras Battle (So.) 


25 Kevin White (Ft) 


6 Elisha Olabode (50.) 


41 Jonathan Anderson (Fc) 


_ KR 7Greg McCoy (St.) 


23 Trenton Thomas (So.) 


P47 Anson Kelton (St) PR 11 Skye Dawson (jr) 


ies on the edge. Maponga showed his potential 
as a redshirt freshman in 2010, while 
Broughton, now a senior, could finally live up 
to advance billing that started when he was 
named the Mountain West Conference Presea- 
son Freshman of the Year in 2008. Defensive 
tackle D.J. Yendrey and nose tackle Jeremy 
Coleman had good springs, too. Yendrey 
earned the starting spot after showing a nose for 
the ball as a starter in the last five games in 
2010. Coleman has never started but played a 
reserve role the last two seasons. Patterson ex- 
pects the front four to be better than last year's 
foursome, but depth could be an issue. Ross 
Forrest and Matt Anderson both missed the 
spring with injuries but show promise. 


LINEBACKERS Tank Carder and Tanner 
Brock return to lead a deep corps of line- 
backers. Carder, a first-team All-Ameri- 
can, was named the Rose Bowl Defensive 
MVP after recording six tackles, including a 
sack, and knocking down Wisconsin's game- 
tying two-point conversion pass with two min- 
utes left in the game. Carder did not practice 
during the spring after undergoing shoulder 
surgery in early January, but coaches know what 
to expect from the experienced senior. Brock 
led the Frogs with 106 tackles in 2010 as a 
sophomore and should be an even bigger pres- 


ence in TCU’s 4-2-5 scheme in 2011. Carder’s absence during spring practice gave reserves, including 
juniors Kenny Cain and Greg Burks and freshman Deryck Gildon, plenty of time to impress coaches. 
Gildon and Austin Terry were two of three early enrollees practicing during the spring. Terry and sen- 
ior Kris Gardner help spell Brock and make linebacker one of the deepest spots on the roster. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS A trio of young safeties saw plenty of time during the spring after seniors Johnny 
Fobbs and Tekerrein Cuba both were sidelined with minor injuries. Patterson was pleased with the 
progress made by Elisha Olabode, Jonathan Anderson and Sam Carter, all of whom played other po- 

sitions in high school. “I was very excited with how they 


HEAD COACH: Gary Patterson | 
RECORD AT SCHOOL: 98-28 (11 years) 

CAREER RECORD: 98-28 (11 years) 

CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Jarrett Anderson, 
Justin Fuente 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dick Bumpas 

LOCATION: Fort Worth, Texas 

STADIUM: Amon G. Carter Stadium (40,000) 


played, how they communicated, and how they did things,” 
Patterson said of the young safeties after the Frogs’ spring 
game. Cornerback Greg McCoy is the only full-time starter 
returning in the secondary. He had six pass breakups and 
two interceptions in 2010. Junior college transfer Jason Ver- 

rett had a great spring and could challenge Travaras Battle 

for the starting spot at the boundary corner position in pre- 

season camp. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Ross Evans and punter Anson 


Kelton return for their fourth year as starters. Evans has 
made 42-of-51 field goals, including 11-of-13 in 2010. He holds TCU records for extra points made 
(178) and attempted (191). Kelton averaged a career-high 41.6 yards per punt in *10 and has placed 
36 punts inside the 20-yard line with only five touchbacks. McCoy and Dawson, the two fastest play- 
ers on the team, will return kicks. McCoy averaged 33.4 yards on kickoff returns in 10 and seta TCU 


record in 2009 with a 35.9-yard average. 


SCOUTING THE HORNED FROGS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TCU “They're starting to get the top echelon of recruits in Texas and on a national 
level as well. They’e going to be able to have some guys just waiting in the wings. ... Defensively, their guys 
know exactly what to do. That’s why they play sound and fast. They’re always going to be physical and their 
linebackers are going to make plays for them. ... When you play against their speed on defense, you've just 
got to pound them. For as good as they played against Wisconsin, Wisconsin was able to pound them some. 
ieee (Andy) Dalton was very good. You see on film at some of the minute stuff that he did — within one sec- 
ond of the snap, he knew where the ball was going. He had a great feel for where the ball was supposed to 
go and that kind of stuff you can’t defend. It takes time to learn that stuff. | just hope that when the new 
quarterback learns that stuff, it'll be after they’ve played us. ... When you try to contend with their speed on 
offense, you've got to mix it up. You can’t show them the same looks every single time because then they 


play faster when they know what's coming.” 


198 ATHLON SPORTS 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


COACHING CHANGE Trey Haverty takes over 
as the safeties coach after Chad Glasgow was 
named Texas Tech’s defensive coordinator in 
January. Glasgow had coached Frogs’ safeties 
since 2001. Haverty was a TCU graduate assis- 
tant from 2007-09. 


NO MORE TRACK Receiver Skye Dawson, 
who won the 60-meter dash in the Mountain 
West Conference track and field champi- 
onships, decided to focus only on football en- 
tering his junior season. 


BCS BUSTER ICU is the only school from a 
Non-automatic qualifying conference to play in 
consecutive BCS bowls — 2010 Fiesta Bowl 
and 2011 Rose Bowl. 


11 AND COUNTING The Frogs’ current streak 
of 11 consecutive conference road victories is 
the longest in the nation. 


WESLEY’S WAY Ed Wesley became the first 
TCU running back to rush for over 1,000 yards 
since Robert Merrill in 2003. Wesley’s 1,078 
yards included a 209-yard performance 
against Air Force. 

STADIUM CONSTRUCTION CU's Amon G. 
Carter Stadium is currently undergoing a $130 
million renovation that is scheduled to be 
completed before the 2012 season. 


STANSLY MAPONGA 


RISING STAR 


Receiver LaDarius 
Brown joins the 
team this summer 
with a chance to 
make an impact as a 
true freshman. Brown 
tanked as the No. 4 
athlete in the nation 
by Rivals.com and 
the No. 53 player 
overall. He had 781 
yards and eight TDs 
receiving his senior year and chose TCU over 
Alabama, Auburn, Notre Dame and Oklahoma. 


Peter Brouillet 


2011 TCU ROSTER 2010 RESULTS 


RECORD: 13-0, 8-0 (MWC) 


QUARTERBACKS HI/WT a HOMETOWN — DEFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT cl HOMETOWN Sept. 4 %0regon State W 30-21 
10 Brown, Matt 61/185 Fi. Allen, TX 91. Anderson, Matt 63/245 So. Vanderbilt, TX Sept. 11 Tennessee Tech W 62-7 
‘ Shes or 6-4/208 So. Brownwood, TX 99 Broughton, Braylon 6-6/272 Sr. Dallas, x Sept. 18 Baylor W 45-10 

ettle, Rid 511/205 So. Olathe, KS 92. Burns, Ray 61/290 So. New Boston, IX Sept. 24 at SMU W 41-24 
RUNNING BACKS I/WE CL HOMETOWN 65 Cady, Sean 63/200 So. Austin, TX Oct. 2 at Colorado State W 27-0 
30 Dean, Aundre 60/215 fr Katy, 1x 93 Coleman, Jeremy 62/290 ft Missouri City, TX ; + 
22 Fort, Jercell 511/195 Sr. Los Angeles, CA 52 Forrest, Ross 6-4/265 fr. Odessa, TX pO H te8 
32 James, Wayman 58/203 $0. Shetman, TX 58. House, Bryant 6-4/267 So, Maud, TX Oct. 16 BYU W 31-3 
48. Shivers, Luke 6-0/220 Sf. Whitehouse, TX 53 Johnson, David 62/270 Fr. Argyle, TX Oct. 23 Air Force W 38-7 
24 Smith, Dwight 510/218 Ft. Carthage, TX 97 Koontz, Jon 62/230 So, Aledo, 1X Oct. 30 at UNLV W 48- 6 
29 Tucker, Matthew 61/210 fr. Tyler, TX 90 Maponga, Stansly 62/265 So. Carrollton, TX Nov. 6 atUtah W 47-7 
34 Wesley, Ed 5-9/200 Jr. Irving, TX 98 Murphy, Cliff 6-4/260 Fr. Little Elm, TX ; 7 
aoa a/wt i womerown 42 Roberts, Blake 64/282 Fr Tyler, 1X Nov. 13 San Diego State W 40-35 
16 Atterberry, Chris SAi/195 Forney, 1x 75 Spence, Steven 511/235 Fr. Oceanside, CA Nov. 27, at New Mexico W 66-17 
82 eye, Josh 6-0/203 So. Copperas Cove, Tx 94 Yendrey, DJ. 64/273 ff. Edna, TX Jan. 1 #Wisconsin W 21-19 
2 Catalano, Johnny 510/170 Ft Plano, TX LINEBACKERS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN ®Arlington #Rose Bow! 
11 Dawson, Skye 510/175 jf. Mesquite, IX 35. Brock, Tanner 63/246 ft. Copperas Cove, TX 
35 Dunn, Michael 511/170 So, Nashville, TN 40. Burks, Greg 64/222 Jt Houston, TX 
20 Grant, Ethan 510/175 Ft. Coconut Creek, FL 51. Cain, Kenny 61/210 Jr. Metairie, LA 2010 RANKINGS 
36 Hall, Sam 6-0/185 Jf. Cleveland, 1X 43. Carder, Tank 63/237 Sr, Sweeny, TX ; 
13 Hicks, Antoine 62/22 St Aulington, 56 Csi, Chistopher 5-9/195 So. Thousand Oaks, cA ene rak bao a MNCAIMSLIOED 
7 Hodges, Logan 510/170 Ft. Mansfield, 33 Gardner, Kris 61/238 Sr Aalington, TX Scoring 41.6 ppg 1 4 
83 Jones, Jonathan 6-4/215 St. Fort Worth, TX 54 Mallet, Marcus 6-1/216 Fr. Cleveland, 1X Rushing 247.4 ypg 2 10 
38. Shutt, Sam 6-0/190 ff. Savannah, IN 44 stoltzman, David 60/212 J. Southlake, TX Passing 229.5 ypg 3 53 
19 Winsett, Garrett 5-9/180 St, Austin, TX : Total 476.9 Hs Lz 
gee as a DEFENSIVE BACKS H/T HOMETOWN -? ¥P9 
inmate ftyt Ste re 12 Alexis, Brian 59/160 Jr Fort Worth, 1X Defense PerGame MWC National 
19 Bran seae 65/20 sted Deal 1x 42 Anderson, jonathan 61/196 Ft. ~— Corpus Christi, TX Scoring 12.0ppg 1 1 
87 Deck Robert 64/210 St Fort Worth, Tx 12. Cattle, Travaras 6-0/180 So. San Antonio, TX Rushing 99.7 ypg 5 

arr ‘ , 17 Carter, Sam 61/220 Fr. Alief, 1X i 
89 Dille, Walker 6-4/242 fr. Sugar Land, 1X 5 cuba ‘Tekerrei d Passing 128.8 ypg 1 1 
86. Fulles, Corey 6-6/255 i. ta Vernia, TX te Sa Se bint Total 228.5 ypg 1 
40. Rose, Justin 62/30 St Houston, TX 21 Fobbs, Johnny 61/203 St. Fort Worth, TX - 

' 4 49 Graves, Antonio 62/222 Fr Texarkana, TX TO Margin PerGame MWC _ National 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN HT/WT a HOMETOWN — 39 Hasley, Joel 61/205 So. Aledo, 1X +9 +0.69 1 20 
67 Clifford, Michael 63/285 So. Patis, X 24 Heiss, Danny 6-0/199 FF. Aledo, 1X 
55 Dooley, Kyle 63/315 St. Papillion, NE 39 Hooker, Geoff 540/180 Fr. Sherman, TX 
56 Dunbar, James 6-6/305 So. New Boston, IX 36 Johnson, Devin 5-10/188 It Oklahoma City, OK 20 10 
69 Sagan il 67/317 ‘So. Euless, 1X 36 Kim, chris 59/175 So, Newton, MA INDIVIDUAL STATS 
66 Foltz, Blaize 64/310 Jt __ Derby, KS 37 Livingston, Kitt 61/180 So. La Jolla, CA 
64 Fry, James 63/290 fr. Spring Branch, IX 7 McCoy, Greg 510/181 St. Dallas, TX PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
74 Horn, Ty 65/320 So. McGregor, IX & olabode, Elisha 5-10/182 So. Cedar Hil, 1X Andy Dalton 316 209 2,857 27 6 
60 Johnston, Matt 6-5/300 So. Flower Mound, TX 31 Scott, chris 5-10/185 f Baton R IA 
68 Jones, Trevius 63/310 Jf Tyler, TX d I stad CaseyPachall = 9 6 8 1 0 
2 Os ft 6-4/282 Sr Nek oY 23 Thomas, Trenton 5-11/190 So. Brenham, TX 
és Pe aadial ie it Sader Ian Ty. 12 Vert, Jason 510/180 So. Santa Rosa, CA RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
73. Tausch, Eric 63/295 50. Plano, Tk 25 White, Kevin 510/174 Fr. Round Rock, TX Ed Wesley 166 1,078 65 11 
71 Thompson, Michael 6-4/315 Fr, Farmersville, TX SPECIALISTS HI/WT CL HOMETOWN Matthew Tucker 148 709 4.8 7 
77 Thompson, Spencer 6-4/305 St. Plainview, 1X 46 DeNucci, Ryan (k) 510/170 Fr. Austin, TX Waymon james 87 513 5.9 5 
63 Trejo, justin 6-4/305 ff. St. Paul, MN 37. Evans, Ross (K) 5-9/185 St, Burnet, TX Andy Dalto ar | 
58 Tutcher, Nick 6-4/255 So. Houston, TX 47. Kelton, Anson (P) 6-4/280 Sr. Fort Worth, TX os pee 
79 Wellington, Nykiren 66/275 Ft. San Antonio, TX 31. Patterson, Cale (P) 511/185 Jr. Kenilworth, IL RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
75 Wooldridge, John 6-5/310 So. Houston, TX 50 Shelley, Daniel (LS) 61/228 Jr. Austin, 1X Jeremy Kerley 56 575 103 10 


——————eeee > Josh Boyce 34 646 «(19.0 6 
Jimmy Young 32 486 152 4 
2011 SIGNEES BartJohnson 31 «419 13.5 4 

KICKING: Ross Evans, 11-13 FGs, 68-73 XPs, 


Quincy Aldridge S$ 62 195 Whitehouse, TX Chris Hackett S$ 6-1 185 Tyler, TX ; 

James Bailey 5 61 200 Everman, TX Chuck Hunter OT 6-1 294 West Monroe, LA 101 points 

Trevone Boykin QB 6-1 205 Mesquite, IX Jon Lewis DT 62 265 Spring, TX TACKLES: Tanner Brock, 106; Colin Jones, 80 
LaDarius Brown WR 62 190 Waxahachie, TX Dominic Merka ATH 6-4 220 Crosby, TX SACKS: Wayne Daniels, 6.5 

David Bush WR 5-10 165 Tyler, TX Jamelle Naff 0G 6-4 311 Del City, OK INTERCEPTIONS: Tejay Johnson, 3 

Jamie Byrd S$ 5-11 180 Dade City, FL David Porter Ill WR 6-0 185 DeSoto, TX Returning Players in Bold 
Brandon Carter WR 5-11 161 Euless, TX —_Laderice Sanders 1B 6-1 220 Arlington, TX 

Brady Foltz 0G 6-4 290 Rose Hill, KS Austin Terry 1B 62 221 Lago Vista, 1X FANTASY FLASH 
Travoskey Garrett (B 6-1 186 Lufkin, TX Bobby Thompson OT 6-7 285 Midland, TX BIG MAN ON CAMPUS 

Deryck Gildon 1B 62 205 Arlington, TX _ Jason Verrett (B 5-10 180 Santa Rosa, CA Ed Wesley, RB 

Chazten Gonzales QB 6-2 185 Del City, OK Carter Wall OT 6-5 263 Richmond, TX TOP TARGET 

Kolby Griffin (B 5-11 176 Houston, TX Cameron White WR 62 185 DeSoto, TX Josh Boyce, WR 


TCU signed one of its strongest classes in February, restocking a depleted receiving corps and adding depth at the secondary. 


, 7 QUARTERBACK BATTLE - QB 
Two 4-star recruits highlight a group of five receivers signed by the Frogs. LaDarius Brown (Waxahachie) and Brandon Carter 


Matt Brown vs. Casey Pachall 


(Euless Trinity) could earn playing time with strong August camps. Linebackers Deryck Gildon and Austin Terry enrolled early BULK CARRIER 
and are likely future starters. Junior college transfer Jason Verret adds depth at cornerback and after a strong spring may have Fd Wesley, RB 
eared the starting job. Quarterback Trevone Boykin, rated as the No. 24 dual-threat quarterback in the nation, will battle SOU RISING 
Chazten Gonzales for the right to be the Frogs’ No. 3 quarterback for 2011. Brady Foltz, brother of the Frogs’ right guard Blaize Antoine Hicks, WR 


f Kansas. He’s one of four offensive linemen in the class 
rota LENE a os For more fantasy visit AthlonSports.com/Fantasy 
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GEM ollege football is a game of coaches. Even the schools with 
BY ™ the richest of traditions, the nicest facilities and the most 
WA gy passionate fans will struggle to win at a high level if the 

SD’ tight coach is not in place. 

When the right coach is in charge of a top program, the results can 
be quite impressive. Urban Meyer went 65-15 with two national ti- 
tles in six years at Florida. Pete Carroll won 83 games and seven Pac- 
10 championships in nine seasons at USC. And Barry Switzer had an 
astounding mark of 157—29-4 in 16 seasons as the boss at Oklahoma. 

What about the other end of the spectrum? What happens when 
things don’t go so well for a college coach? How bad can it get? We 
compiled a list of the top 20 Worst Coaching Tenures in the past 50 
years. Below are the top five. Visit athlonsports.com for the complete 


list. 


i tore Alaréthiusactarn [1_294_4 1070_en 
k Venturi. f iwester! —3 371-1. 19'78-8[ 
< Venturi, Northwestern L1 1, [7 /O7-0OU] 


The three-year Venturi era was the epicenter of the Wildcats’ as- 
tounding run of incompetence. Venturi, only 32 when he coached his 
first game at Northwestern, did not win a single Big Ten game in his 


three years. 
Lowlight: The Wildcats lost at home to Ohio State 63-0 on Oct. 
11, 1980. 

2. Stan Parrish, Kansas State [2-30-1, 1986-88] 


The Stanimal set the table for Bill Snyder's amazing turnaround at K- 
State by losing 91 percent of his games. He went 1—19-1 in Big Eight 
games, with the lone win and tie both coming against rival Kansas. 
Lowlight: In consecutive weeks in October 1987, the Wildcats lost 
to Oklahoma, Nebraska and Oklahoma State by a combined score of 
171-20. 


Sian Parrish 


—_—_— 


ckclay. New Meyico [7-27 2nn9 q 
KSLCY, NCW MeCXICO L2-22, ZUU7~] 


The Lobos have been alarmingly uncompetitive in Locksley’s two 
seasons in Albuquerque, with 14 of their 22 losses coming by 24 
points or more. 

Lowlight: Locksley was suspended without pay for 10 days in 2009 
after he punched an assistant coach. 


4. Todd Berry, Army [5-35, 2000-03] 
Berry's success at the FCS level (19-7 in his final two seasons at Illi- 
nois State) didn’t translate to West Point. He scrapped the option for 
a wide-open passing attack. The results weren't good. 

Lowlight: The Black Knights went nine straight quarters without 
scoring a point early in the 2003 season. 


11ca 


T D> se Curar 7 ANNI NO" 
¥. OFeg NOVINSON, oYFacuSe LiU-o/ ZUUD-U3] 


Robinson's overall record isn’t as bad as others on this list, but he gets 
low marks for destroying what was a solid Syracuse program. The 
Orangemen (as they used to be called) had only one losing season 
from 1987-2004. Robinson had four losing seasons in four years, 
with a high-water mark of 4-8 in 2006. 

Lowlight: Syracuse lost its 2008 home opener to Akron, 42-28. 


isit £V [Ley] SPORTS / forthe rest of our top 20 Worst Coaching Tenures list. 
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Parrish: Athlon Archive; Berry: Athlon Sports Archive 
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Winning isn’t everything. Saving hundreds 
on car insurance is. 


Get a FREE rate quote 2 todayy. 
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Introducing the ultimate bootgating vehicle. The bigger, 
four-door, all-wheel drive MINI Countryman. 
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